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ANNUAL CONFERENCE FOCUSES 
ON REGIONAL APPROACH TO 
PACIFIC ISLANDS STUDIES 
The Center, in conjunction with the University ofHawai'i at 
Hilo, will be holding its seventeenth annual conference there 
on 5-7 November. Entitled Developing an Agenda for 
Pacific Islands Studies: A Regional Approach, it is a follow
up to, and expansion of, last year's conference that brought 
together Pacific Islands Studies faculty, students, and 
administrators from private and public colleges and 
universities in Hawai'i to learn about each other's programs 
and to discuss areas of common concern. 

This year's conference will include institutions 
throughout the region that are involved in Pacific Islands 
studies and will focus on two areas: teaching and learning in 
Pacific Islands studies and establishing regional linkages 
and exchange opportunities. An important issue to be 
addressed at the conference is articulation between 
American-affiliated island colleges and universities and the 
UH system, but regionwide concerns will be addressed as 
well. 

Local participants in the conference will be faculty from 
the UH system as well as BYU/Hawai'i, Chaminade 
University, and Hawai'i Pacific University. In addition, 
there will be participants from the University of Glllllll. 
Northern Marianas College, American Samoa Community 
College, Le Iunivesite Aoao 0 Samoa (National University 
of Samoa), the University of the South Pacific, Universite 

FranQaise du Pacifique, Research School of Pacific Studies 
at the Australian National University, the University of 
Canterbury, and the University of Papua New Guinea. 

The keynote speaker will be Dr. Malama MELEISA, 

director of the Macmillan Brown Centre for Pacific Studies 
at the University of Canterbury. Dr. Meleisea will be 
speaking on the topic, Pacific Studies- Which Way Now? In 
addition, The Honourable Fiame Naomi MATA' AFA, 

Minister of Education of the Government of Western 
Samoa, will be the guest speaker at a UHH Pacific Islands 
public lecture. Her topic will be Education and Culture in 
the Pacific Islands. Dr. Sitiveni HALAPUA, director of the 
Pacific Islands Development Program at the East-West 
Center, will also be a featured speaker at this conference, 
speaking on The EWC Pacific Islands Education and 
Training Initiative. 

CASTON TO SPEAK ON PACIFIC 
HIGHER EDUCATION AS 
DISTINGUISHED LECTURER 
Geoffrey CASTON, consultant in international education and 
recently retired Vice-Chancellor of the University of the 
South Pacific, will be this year's Distinguished Lecturer and 
will speak on the topic of Higher Education in the Island 
Pacific: A Political Economy. This third annual event is 
sponsored by the Bank ofHawai'i and will be held at 5pm 
on 10 November at the Imin Conference Center, 1777 East
WestRoad. 

Caston had been with the University of the South Pacific 
since 1983 and has written about university administration 
and more recently about academic freedom in the Third 
World. He is a long-term Visiting Associate of the Center 
for Studies in Higher Education at the University of 
California, Berkeley and has honorary doctorates from the 
University of Dundee in Scotland and Deakin University in 
Australia. He was awarded the CBE by the British 
government for services to higher education in the Pacific 
Islands. 
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Dr. Caston will discuss questions about higher education 
in the Pacific in light of his experience as Vice-Chancellor 
of the University of the South Pacific. Caston is the third 
speaker in this series. The first distinguished lecturer was 
Prime Minister of the Cook Islands, Geoffrey HENRY. Last 
year's speaker was R Gerard WARD, Director of the 
Research School of Pacific Studies at the Australian 
National University. 

CENTER STUDENT NEWS: 
EXITS AND ENTRANCES 

Reeves, Bissonette receive MAs 
Two students obtained their MA degrees in Pacific Islands 
Studies this August. Jane REEVES, an East-West Center 
grantee from New Zealand, submitted a thesis entitled 
Indigenous Rights: Hawaiians and Maori in the 
International Political Context. Andrew BISSONETTE wrote 
a Plan B paper entitled The Elusive Quest for Small States 
in International Relations: Security and the Pacific Islands 
Nation-States. 

Incoming Students 
John FuGUI, an East-West Center grantee from the Solomon 
Islands, joined the Center in the Spring semester of 1992. 
He has a BA degree from the University of Canterbury in 
New Zealand in Political Science. 
There are seven new students this fall semester: 
Kathryn CZAR, from the island of Maui, has a BA degree in 
Social Sciences from the University of the Pacific, CA. 
Alexander de VOOGT, from the Netherlands, has a 
Doctorandus (MA) in African Linguistics from the 
University ofLeiden, Netherlands. 
Christy HARRINGTON, from New York, has a bachelor's 
degree in International Studies from the School for 
International Training in Vermont. 
Nahekeaopono KA.'IUWAILANI (Ruth Gurnani-Smith), has a 
BA in Polynesian Languages from the University ofHawai' i 
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at Manoa. Ms. Ka' iuwailani is also pursuing a law degree 
at the UH Richardson School of Law. 
Lisa MA.cQUOID, has a BA in Pacific Studies from Hawai'i 
Loa College, Kane' ohe, 0' ahu. 
UpokoinaMANuEL-KARIKA, an East-West Center grantee 
from the Cook Islands, has a BBA degree from the 
University ofHawai'i at Manoa. 
Audrey VANCE, from the island of 0' ahu, has a BA in 
Pacific Studies from the University ofHawai'i-West Oahu. 

CPIS FACULTY NEWS 
Terence WESLEY -SMITH was recently promoted to Associate 
Professor and awarded tenure at the University ofHawai'i at 
Manoa Dr. Wesley-Smith, a political scientist, has been 
with the Center since 1985 and has taught courses on 
change in Melanesia, Pacific Islands politics, and the 
contemporary Pacific. In addition, each year, he conducts a 
graduate seminar which serves as an introduction for new 
students to their graduate studies and the Pacific Islands 
Studies program. This semester, he is also teaching a 
graduate seminar on development and underdevelopment. 
Wesley-Smith's research interest is in the political economy 
of Melanesia, with a recent emphasis on the Bougainville 
crisis. 

Michael W. GRAVES, of the department of anthropology at 
Manoa, has succeeded Wilhelm G. Solheim II as editor of 
the archaeological journal Asian Perspectives, published by 
the University ofHawai'i Press. Asian Perspectives, which 
was founded by Solheim more than thirty years ago, is a 
major journal in the field of archaeology and the only 
journal whose geographic coverage includes both the Asia 
and Pacific regions. 

Peter PIRIE recently became the coordinator of the newly
established Australia and New Zealand Studies Project at the 
School of Hawaiian, Asian, and Pacific Studies at the 
University of Hawai'i at Manoa. Dr. Pirie joins John 
TORGERSEN, a graduate assistant who has been coordinating 
that Center's activities since January of this year. Pirie 
comes to UH from the South Pacific Commission, where he 
was chief demographer. Prior to his position at SPC, Pirie 
was a professor of geography at UHM. Activities of this 
project include a Distinguished Lecture Series in Australian 
Studies sponsored by PRJ and a quarterly newsletter, 
Southern Crossroads. For more information contact Pirie or 
Torgersen at SHAPS, UH-Manoa, Moore Hall# 219, 1890 
East-West Road, Honolulu, Hawaii, 96822. Tel: (808) 956-
6621. 

Geoff WHITE attended a workshop, Developing Cultural 
Policy in Melanesia, on 10-14 August in Honiara, Solomon 
Islands. This workshop brought together 40 researchers and 



Pacific News from Manoa 

professionals from throughout Melanesia, Australia and the 
US, to assess the place of "custom" or ideologies of tradition 
in larger processes of socio-economic change. Also 
discussed was the production of cultural policies at local and 
national levels. The workshop was hosted by the Solomon 
Islands USP Centre, with primary funding from the East
West Center and the Wenner-Gren Foundation. 

Dr. David CHAPPELL from the Department of History and 
Dr. Jane MoULIN, Department of Music, recently became 
the newest additions to the Center's faculty. Dr. Chappell 
(BA, Syracuse University; African and European History, 
MA, Stanford University, African History) received his 
Ph.D. from the University ofHawai'i at Manoa in Asia
Pacific History in 1991. The topic of his dissertation was: 
Beyond the Beach: Periplean Frontiers of Pacific Islanders 
Aboard Euroamerican Ships, 1768-1887. Dr. Moulin was 
formerly an assistant professor of music at Hawai' i Loa 
College and also taught in the Pacific Studies program there. 
She has research interests in music and dance in Eastern 
Polynesia and cultural identity and the arts in the 
Marquesas. 

PACIFIC NEWS COVERAGE 
INCREASING ON RADIO, TV 

Recent developments in public radio and public 
television in Hawai'i indicate that information and news 
about the Pacific Islands will be increasing in Hawai' i, the 
US mainland, and Japan. 

Hawai'i Public Radio 
Albert HULSEN, formerly producer of Pacific Island News 
on Hawai'i Public Radio, was recently promoted to president 
and general manager. Under his direction, Hawai'i Public 
Radio will be increasing its local and Pacific Island news 
offerings. They plan to add programs from Radio Australia 
and Radio New Zealand, which should be of interest to 
listeners interested in Pacific Island news. In addition, 
arrangements have recently been completed to bring Cynthia 
Kor from Radio Fiji to work as an intern at Hawai'i Public 
Radio, joining the staff and assisting with the reporting of 
Pacific Island news. According to Hulsen, "the ultimate goal 
is to become a journalistic resource ofPacific Island news 
for mainland public radio." 

Bob MILLER has replaced Hulsen as producer and 
announcer of the Pacific Islands news program which can be 
heard on KHPR-FM 88.1 from Monday to Friday at 4:10 
pm. A re-broadcast of the program is heard the following 
morning at 8:25am. 
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Pacific Report on KHET program, Asia Now 
On the television side of the picture, a program entitled 

Asia Now, co-produced by KHET, Hawai'i's public 
television, NHK/Japan, and KCTS/Seattle, has expanded to 
include a regular monthly program segment called the 
Pacific Report. KHET serves as Asia Now's Pacific Bureau 
and produces this special segment, which began in June 
1992. The Pacific Report has featured news stories on 
malnutrition in the Marshall Islands and diving in Chuuk. 
Journalist Floyd Takeuchi filed a special report on Fiji's 
political scene after its first post-coup election in August. 
The segment in September featured a story on Fijian 
ethnicity, with Takeuchi reporting on a court case 
challenging Fiji's controversial constitutional definition of 
who is an ethnic Fijian. 

In addition, stories about the Pacific appeared on Asia 
Now, which airs on a weekly basis, but were not part of the 
Pacific Report. There were stories on a grass roots approach 
to health education in Micronesia, shooting galleries in 
Guam, and the Pacific Asia Travel Association (PAT A) in 
Pata, Chuuk State, FSM. 

The Pacific Bureau also contributes "facto ids," 
interesting facts about the Pacific, that are shown between 
stories in the Pacific Report. There have been factoids 
giving basic information on colonialism in Fiji, the Japanese 
occupation of Chuuk, the American nuclear testing in the 
Marshall Islands, as well as basic statistics on the entire 
Pacific. 

Asia Now is broadcast from Tokyo via satellite and is 
seen in Japan, Thailand, Canada and in 57 US public 
television stations. KHET airs the show at 7:30pm each 
Thursday. 

KUMU KAHUA IN POHNPEI 
Representatives ofKumu Kahua Theatre Company of 
Honolulu traveled to Pohnpei, in the Federated States of 
Micronesia, to develop and conduct a course entitled Island 
Style Theatre at the Community College of Micronesia. The 
six-week course was offered during the 1992 sununer 
session as an elective. Twenty-two students, including five 
elementary school teachers, were enrolled in the course,. 

Students learned various aspects of theatre, such as the 
parts of a play, scripts, and staging. They also learned about 
the practical aspects of theatre, such as fund-raising and 
publicity, and other elements of production. The bulk of the 
time was spent on developing acting skills and on the 
production of a play, Taimwahn the Demon, based on a 
Pohnpeian legend, as told in the Book of Luelen. The script 
was written down by Tracy ANDERSON, the lead faculty 
person for the course, with input from the students and Retty 
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LAWRENCE, who served as the Pohnpeian cultural advisor. 
It was directed by Anderson, and the actors -- the students in 
the class-- performed on a set designed by Joseph DODD. 
The students also worked on the construction of the set. 

The play was performed five times at the Community 
College of Micronesia, and received enthusiastic responses 
from the audiences. Other Kumu representatives were: 
Bridget KELLY, Dennis CARROLL and Sheila KELLY. The 
Kelly's were formerly long-time residents ofPohnpei who 
now reside in Honolulu and are active in the theatre scene 
here. Penny WEILBACHER, chairperson of the CCM English 
Department, served as the CCM representative and co
producer of the play. Carroll met with the CCM curriculum 
committee and presented several options for developing 
theatre studies there. Further linkages between Kumu 
Kahua and CCM are being considered. 

According to the director's program notes, the course 
was a cultural exchange in which the "faculty contributed 
knowledge and experience in theatrical production and the 
students contributed their knowledge of Micronesian culture 
along with a great deal of hard work." 

BESNIER, JAMES DEPART AS 
ROCKEFELLER PROGRAM 
DRAWS TO A CLOSE 
When Niko BESNIER left our halls to return to Yale 
University in time to start the fall semester there, it marked 
the end of the Center's participation in the Rockefeller 
Foundation's Resident Humanities Fellowship Program. 
While in residence, Besnier worked on a manuscript on the 
impact of literacy on a small atoll population, Nukulaelae 
Atoll in Tuvalu, exploring the way language use both 
reflects and defines social life in a Pacific society. The other 
Rockefeller Fellow in residence this past year, 
anthropologist Kerry JAMES, had completed her residency in 
the spring and is currently a Research Fellow at the Pacific 
Islands Development Center at the East-West Center. James' 
residency at the Center resulted in a manuscript on changes 
in gender relations and identity in Tonga from the late 
1790s to the present. 

During the grant period, seven fellows were in residence. 
In the academic year 1989-90, one fellowship was shared by 
Dr. Karen BRISON and Dr. StevenLEAVITI, a wife-husband 
team, both anthropologists. During her residency, Brison 
completed a book length manuscript, Talking Politics: 
Meetings, Gossip and Power in a Papua New Guinea 
Village, based on her research among the Kwanga speaking 
people of the Sepik River area. Leavitt worked on a revision 
of his dissertation, Nostalgia for the Dead: Themes of 
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Intimacy and Abandonment in Bumbita Arapesh Religious 
Experience. The other fellow that year was Dr. Karen 
STEPHENSON, a specialist in Oceanic Art History. While in 
residence, she completed several articles. 

The following year, two scholars were in residence. Dr. 
Lamont LINDSTROM, an anthropologist from the University 
of Tulsa, worked on a book-length manuscript on cargo 
cults and related social movements in the Pacific, especially 
Melanesia. Dr. Cluny MACPHERSON, of the University of 
Auckland department of sociology, worked on a book-length 
manuscript focusing on changing patterns of kinship and 
identity among Samoans as they move from rural areas in 
Western Samoa to the urban area of Auckland, New 
Zealand. 

SUMMER SEMINAR: THE POLITICS 
OF CULTURE AND IDENTITY 
A call for applications to the Summer Session for College 
Teachers funded by The National Endowment for the 
Humanities has been announced. The seminar, entitled The 
Politics of Culture and Identity: Pacific Islands Perspectives, 
will be held at the East-West Center from 14 June to 6 
August, 1993. This seminar will be directed by Dr. Geoffrey 
WHITE, director of the Program on Cultural Studies at the 
East-West Center and Dr. Lamont LINDSTROM, of the 
department of anthropology at the University of Tulsa, 
Oklahoma. 

This seminar takes advantage of recent analyses of 
Pacific tradition and identity to explore processes of cultural 
construction in general: How people create, maintain, and 
contest their understandings of culture, identity, traditions, 
and pasts. 

Twelve seminar participants will be chosen on the basis 
of their ability both to benefit from and contribute to the 
seminar. While the focus is on Pacific Islands material, 
scholars in anthropology, sociology, history, political 
science, and literature, with comparative research interests 
are welcome to apply. Stipends of $4,000 for the eight -week 
seminar are provided by the National Endowment for the 
Humanities. Application materials as well as scope and 
logistics are available from the directors. Applicants must 
be citizens or permanent residents of the United States. 
Deadline to apply is 1 March 1993. 

Contact: Geoffrey M. White by telephone at (808) 944-7626 
or fax at (808) 944-7670 or electronic mail at 
WHITEG@EWC (BITNET) Or Lamont Lindstrom by 
telephone at (918) 631-2888 or fax at (918) 631-2540 or 
electronic mail at LLINDSTR@TULSA (BITNET) or 
ANTH _ LL@V AXl.UTULSA.EDU (Internet). 
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OCCASIONAL SEMINARS 
William MILES, chairman of the Development 
Administration Concentration with the Department of 
Political Science and the Public Administration Program at 
Northeastern University, presented a seminar on 10 July on 
the Impact of the Dual Colonial System on Development in 
Vanuatu. Dr. Miles spent seven months in Vanuatu in 1991 
as a Fulbright Scholar and was in Hawai'i on his way back 
to Vanuatu where he was to continue his research. 

Larry MAYO, an assistant professor of anthropology at 
DePaul University in Chicago, presented a seminar on 
Social Change and the Cultural Process of Urbanization in 
Guam on 22 July. Dr. Mayo was in transit from Guam, 
where he was in residence at the Micronesian Area Research 
Center at the University of Guam. 

A report on the South Pacific Forum meeting held in 
Honiara, Solomon Islands was presented at an occasional 
seminar by Sitiveni HALAPUA on 2 September. Dr. 
Halapua, economist and director of the Pacific Islands 
Development Program at the East-West Center, attended the 
July meeting in his role as head of one of the seven regional 
organizations that comprise SPOCC (South Pacific 
Organizations Co-ordinating Committee). 

Robert DESOWITZ, of the Department of Tropical Medicine 
and Medical Microbiology at the University ofHawai'i at 
Manoa, gave a seminar entitled Trouble in Parasites: 
Malaria and Pregnancy in Papua New Guinea on 25 
September. Dr. Desowitz was professor and chair of the 
Department of Parasitology in Singapore and later, chief of 
the Department of Parasitology at the SEATO Laboratory in 
Bangkok before coming to the University ofHawai'i in 
1968. He is the author of numerous papers as well as four 
books, the latest of which is The Malaria Capers. His areas 
of interest include the immunology of malaria in pregnancy 
and the epidemiology of infectious diseases, particularly 
malaria and filariasis. 

Thomas FARBER, a Visiting Fellow at the East-West Center, 
gave a seminar entitled Pacific Literature and Naturalist 
Essays About Water in the Tropics on 6 October. Farber is a 
former Visiting Writer at the University ofHawai'i and 
Fulbright Scholar for Pacific Islands studies. He has 
received Guggenheim and National Endowment fellowships 
for his fiction, and is just completing On Water, a work of 
nonfiction, from which he read selections at this seminar. 
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NEW PUBLICATIONS 
The Contemporary Pacific Islands Press: A comprehensive 
guide to one of the world's least-known media systems, by 
Suzanna LAYTON, (Department of Journalism , University of 
Queensland; AUS$19.95; ISBN 0 86776 460 0) is the first 
comprehensive study of "one of the world's freest, and least
known, Third World media systems" in twenty years. Over 
400 print and broadcast media organizations are listed in the 
following sections: print media in the Pacific Islands, print 
media with a Pacific focus, news services, professional 
associations, and regional broadcast media. The author is 
an alumna of CPIS, having received masters degrees in 
communications and Pacific Islands Studies from the 
University ofHawai'i in 1990. She is currently with the 
University of Queensland Department of Journalism as a 
Fulbright Fellow, completing a doctoral dissertation on press 
freedom in the region. 

The current issue of Mana: a South Pacific Journal of 
Language and Literature (South Pacific Creative Arts 
Society and Mana Publications; Volume 9: No. 2, 1992; ISSN 
0379-5268) was edited by CPIS faculty member Vilsoni 
HERENIKO. This issue includes poetry by Caroline 
SINAV AlANA, interviews with Konai Helu THAMAN and 
Arlene GRIFFEN, short fiction by Maniue VILSONI and John 
O'CARROLL, short plays by William C. CLARKE and Vilsoni 
HERENIKO, and a bibliography of plays by and about Pacific 
Islanders by Diane AoKI. For orders, write to the Secretary, 
SPCAS, Box 5083, Raiwaqa, Suva, Fiji. 

The Pacific Islands Development Program (PIDP) at the 
East-West Center is providing ideas and information via its 
new newsletter PIDP Dialogue. This newsletter makes 
information based on PIDP research available to a non
academic audience in the Pacific Islands. According to 
PIDP Director Dr. Sitiveni HALAPUA, "I think that every 
Pacific Islander is entitled to understand and know what is 
happening in research circles. This information is very 
important for the development of any Pacific island 
country." PIDP Dialogue will be published on a quarterly 
basis. 

The Pacific Region Educational Laboratory (PREL) recently 
published an essay on the Synthesis of the Research on 
Educational Change: Implementation Phase written by 
Kathleen U. BusiCK, Program Specialist and Rita Hocog 
IN OS, Director of Programs and Services. This paper 
examines the process of implementing change so that 
positive innovations that are introduced into the schools can 
be preserved. Copies of the article are available upon 
request from the Pacific Region Educational Laboratory, 
1164 Bishop Street, Suite 1409, Honolulu, Hawai'i 96813. 
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BULLETIN BOARD 

Commonwealth and American Women Writers 
The Institute of Commonwealth and American Studies and 
English Language will sponsor an international conference 
on 10-14 January, 1994 on the theme Commonwealth and 
American Women Writers. Proposals for papers on any 
aspect of the life, work, or influence of women writers or 
speakers or on feminist discourse analysis are invited. 
Abstracts should be sent before 1 September 1993 to the 
Conference Coordinator, Professor A.L. McLEOD, 
Department of English, Rider University, Lawrenceville, 
New Jersey 08648, USA. For more information write to the 
Conference Coordinator or H.H. Anniah GoWDA, Director 
of the Institute of Commonwealth and American Studies, 
"Anjali" 96, VII Main, Jayalakshmipuram, Mysore-570 012, 
INDIA. 

Asia-Pacific Migration Affecting Australia 
An international conference is being organized by the 
Bureau of Immigration Research and the Government of the 
Northern Territory on Asia-Pacific Migration Affecting 
Australia: Temporary, Long-Term, and Permanent 
Movements Of People. It will be held on 15-17 September 
1993 in Darwin, Northern Territory, Australia. The 
conference will examine the causes, processes, and 
consequences of people movement in the Asia-Pacific region 
that may affect Australia, including its Northern Territory. 
The perspectives of sending and receiving countries will be 
considered by the region's leading researchers, observers, 
policy-makers, and administrators. For more information 
contact: Bureau oflmmigration Research, PO Box 659, 
Carlton South Vic 3053. 

University ofHawai'i at Manoa 
Center for Pacific Islands Studies 
1890 East-West Road, Moore Hall215 
Honolulu, Hawai'i 96822 USA 
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PACON94 
The Sixth Pacific Congress (PACON) on Marine Science 
and Technology announces its call for papers for a 
conference to be held on 4-8 July 1994 at James Cook 
University of North Queensland, Townsville, Australia. 
Pacific Congress brings together scholars and resource 
people to address key issues concerning the marine 
technology related to the ocean economic potential of the 
region from a multi-disciplinary perspective. For more 
information, contact: PACON 94 Organising Committee, 
c/o Sir George Fisher Centre for Tropical Marine Studies, 
James Cook University, Townsville, Queensland 4811 
Australia. Telephone: (61) 77 814817 or fax at: (61) 77 
755429. 

Pacific Telecommunications Conference 
The 15th Pacific Telecommunications Conference, 
Harnessing Converging Telecommunication Technologies 
for Societal Applications, will be held on 17-20 January 
1993 at the Sheraton Waikiki Hotel in Honolulu, Hawai'i. 
This major four-day gathering is expected to attract over 
1,000 telecommunications professionals and opinion leaders 
from over 40 countries. PTC '93 will feature key 
commentators on various telecommunications topic of 
importance to the Asia/Pacific/Americas region. Following 
the conference, the PTC Telecom Workshops will be held, 
designed to provide in-depth analysis on specific strategic 
policy, regulatory, and technical topics. For registration 
form and information, write to: Pacific Telecommunications 
Council, 2454 South Beretania Street, Suite 302, Honolulu, 
Hawai'i, 96826-1596. Telephone: (808) 941-3789. Fax: 
(808) 944-4874. 




