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TEACHERS'WORKSHOPHELD 
The Eighth Annual Pacific Islands Teachers' Workshop, 
held on 24 and 25 March, was well received by the 55 
participants in attendance at Kapiolani Community College. 
The venue reflects the Center's effort to broaden the base 
for Pacific Islands studies in Hawai' i and to involve the 
other institutions in the planning and implementation of 
activities. 

The workshop's theme was Exploring Hawai' i' s Natural 
and Cultural Links with the Pacific and brought together 
educators from all levels to explore topics such as: The 
Hokule' a and Voyaging, presented by Gordon PI' lANAI' A 

and Will KYSELKA; Resource Management Issues presented 
by James JUVIK; Principles of Chieftainship, presented by 
Robert FRANco; and Plantations and Migrant Labor, 
presented by David CHAPPELL. 

Geoffrey WHITE spoke on World War II: The Pacific 
Experience, and Vilsoni HERENIKO and Jocelyn LINNEKIN 
spoke on Cultural Identities. Paula LEVIN, from the 
University of California, San Diego, spoke on Exploring 
Local History and Culture: Students as Apprentice 
Historians. Finally, Vilsoni HERENIKO presented History in 
the "Now" Time: Motivating the Bored Ones. 

CENTER'S MONOGRAPH WINS 
MEMORIAL PRIZE 
The Pacific Theater: Island Representations of World War 
II, the eighth volume in the Pacific Islands Monographs 

Series, edited by Geoffrey WHITE and Lamont LINDSTROM, 
has been awarded the Masayoshi Ohira Memorial Prize. 

The Masayoshi Ohira Memorial Foundation was 
established in June 1985 to promote the "Pacific Basin 
Cooperation Concept" which was proposed by the late 
Prime Minister of Japan, Masayoshi Ohira. Its activities 
include granting the Memorial Prize (a shield and one 
million yen) and a Special Prize (a shield and half a million 
yen) annually to recognize outstanding works on the 
politics, economics, science, or technology of the Pacific 
Basin Area. 

DR NIKO BESNIER: ROCKEFELLER 
FELLOW IN THE HUMANITIES 
(From an interview by Diane Aold) 
Dr. Niko BESNIER, an assistant professor in the Department 
of Anthropology at Yale University, is currently spending a 
year at the Center as one of two Rockefeller Fellows. 
Among other things, he is working on an ethnography of 
literacy on Nukulaelae Atoll in Tuvalu. 

Mat is your current project? It deals with what people 
do with written language and how literate communication 
both differs from and is similar to spoken communication, 
how the shape of literacy in this society (Nukulaelae) and 
any other society is influenced by communicative ideology. 

Mich is? The body of ideas that people have about 
how one should behave communicatively. These are both 
broad and important issues. For example, members of all 
cultures have specific ideas about the amount and the type 
of emotionality that is appropriate to display in particular 
contexts, including contexts of written communication. My 
approach is both ethnographic and textual. 

Mat texts do you use? Primarily, letters, religious 
sermons, exercise books in which people keep traditional 
lore. Also names and slogans that were woven on mats or 
embroidered on pillows. My research feeds into a 
theoretical debate that has been going on for many years in 
anthropology about whether literacy has an identifiable 
impact on the cognitive and social make-up of society and 
the individual. 
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Are you saying that it does have an impact? No, I'm 
saying that literacy, when introduced to a society, adapts to 
modes of oral communication that are already present. 
People, in general, empower literacy, rather than literacy 
empowering them. 

Do you feel isolated being a Padfic anthropologist in 
Connecticut? I have a nice rapport with my colleagues at 
Yale on a theoretical level, but having access to UH's 
Pacific focus for nine months completes the picture. 

CENTER PUBLISHES TENTH 
MONOGRAPH IN SERIES 
Not the Way It Really Was: Constructing the Tolai Past, by 
Klaus NEUMANN, number 10 in the Pacific Islands 
Monograph Series, has just been published by the Center in 
conjunction with the University of Hawaii Press. 

Not the Way It Really Was examines several incidents in 
Tolai history from the perspectives both of the different 
groups involved and of the colonial administration. 
Neumann uses research methods from anthropology, 
linguistics, folklore, and oral history, as well as archival 
research to present a montage of the Tolai past. His work 
challenges many traditional assumptions about the writing 
of history. 

Originally from Germany, Klaus Neumann holds the 
PhD from the Australian National University and is 
currently at the University of Newcastle, NSW. 

Not the Way It Really Was is available from the 
University of Hawaii Press for US$34.00 plus postage and 
handling. Write to: 2840 Kolowalu Street, Honolulu, HI 
96822. Telephone (808) 956 8255; fax 988 6052. 

CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS TO 
REVISED FILM GUIDE 
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listed in the revised edition of a Guide to Films about the 
Pacific Islands should contact the editor by 15 May 1992. 
Send as much information as possible, including: title, 
country/island, subject, director, producer, distributor, 
availability status, current prices for rental or purchase, 
length, format, color or black and white, and a three-to-five 
sentence synopsis of each film. 

The guide, last published as Moving Images of the 
Pacific Islands in 1989, has been extremely well received 
by Pacific film-viewers all over the world, particularly in 
the United States, Australia, and throughout the Pacific. 

For more information and submissions, write to: Diane 
AOKI, editor, Moving Images of the Pacific Islands, Center 
for Pacific Islands Studies, 1890 East-West Road, Moore 
Hall 215, University of Hawai' i at Manoa, Honolulu, HI, 
96822. Telephone: (808) 956-7700, fax: (808) 956-7053. 

CENTER VISITORS 
Rev Francis X. HEZEL, SJ, Director of the Micronesian 
Seminar in Chuuk, FSM, visited the Center on 18 February 
en route to the ASAO meeting in New Orleans to discuss 
our publication program. Fr. Hezel is working on a sequel 
to The First Taint of Civilization, which was the first 
volume in the Pacific Islands Monograph Series. 

On 19 February, Stuart J.D. SCHWARTZSTEIN, ofthe 
Division of International Programs at the National Science 
Foundation in Washington, DC, visited the Center. The 
NSF is interested in research in areas of global change and 
biodiversity and would like to identify individuals and 
institutions that may be interested in cooperative ventures. 
Schwartzstein stopped en route to the Marshalls, Pohnpei, 
Fiji, Tonga, and Western Samoa. 

Mr Richard D. ENGLISH, Deputy Assistant to the Secretary 
of State at the Bureau of East Asian and Pacific Affairs, US 
Department of State, Washington DC, paid a visit to the 
Center on 21 February en route to Canberra, Wellington, 
and Suva. His office has responsibility for Australia, New 
Zealand, and the Pacific Islands. 

Mr Stan Hosm, Treasurer and Executive Director of the 
Foundation for the Peoples of the South Pacific and Mr 
Bruce GROGAN, Director of the Program, visited the Center 
on 16 March en route to Fiji. Hosie and Grogan helped in 
the planning of the upcoming 2nd Cultural Values in the 
Age of Technology Conference which will be held at the 
Kapalua Bay Hotel on Maui on 26-29May 1992 .. 

Also visiting the Center with them on 16 March was Don 
MALCOLM of the Kapalua Pacific Center, to discuss the 
conference. 
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Dr Karen NERO, Field Director of the Micronesian 
Research Project at the University of California at Irvine 
stopped by en route from fieldwork in Micronesia on 16 
March. 

On 23 March, Chris CONYBEARE, Executive Producer and 
Director, and Kelli Abe TRIFONOVITCH, Senior Producer 
and Director at Hawaii Public Television, visited the Center 
and discussed TV news programming for the Pacific 
Islands. 

On 27 March, Ambassador William BODDE, US 
Ambassador to the Republic of the Marshall Islands, visited 
the Center. 

OCCASIONAL SEMINARS 
Vilsoni HERENIKO, new assistant professor at the Center, 
presented a seminar on 5 March, entitled, Cultural 
Identities: A Pacific Perspective. Hereniko opened his talk 
with an analogy: "Like eunuchs, they grace the shoreline of 
Waikiki Beach. Coconut trees without coconuts. Symbols of 
lost identities. Exotic images on a backdrop for semi-naked 
tourists lounging on the beach." 

Kathryn CREELEY of the Melanesian Studies Resource 
Center at the University of California, San Diego, presented 
a seminar on 18 March. The Melanesian Studies Resource 
Center and the Melanesian Archive at the University of 
California, San Diego, have been engaged, over the past 
decade, in the task of gathering published and unpublished 
materials about Melanesia and making these accessible to 
the international scholarly community as well as to research 
libraries in Melanesia. Creeley discussed the holdings, 
programs, and ongoing work of these important collections. 
Sharon DELL of the Alexander Turnbull Library, 
Wellington, New Zealand, attended the seminar and 
described some of the library's holdings and recent 
activities. 

Christina THOMPSON, a post-doctoral fellow at the East
West Center, presented a seminar on 7 April entitled Come 
on Shore and We Will Kill and Eat You All: The Image of 
the Warlike Maori in Narratives of New Zealand. From 
1984 to 1990 Dr Thompson lived in Australia, where she 
received a PhD in English at the University of Melbourne. 

SAMOAN ARTS SOCIETY FORMED 
The Samoan Arts Society was registered as an incorporated 
society with the government of Western Samoa in May 
1991. It has since adopted the name 0 Mea Sina, a phrase 
commonly used in Samoan oratory referring to the many 
things treasured by the people in Samoa. 
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0 Mea Sina is a non-profit, non-government 
organization interested in promoting and protecting Western 
Samoa's cultural environment. Its aims are: to promote, 
foster, and develop the arts in Western Samoa for the 
benefit of present and future generations; to encourage and 
assist in the education and training of artists and to 
encourage work and performances of the highest calibre; to 
foster cooperation and the exchange of information, 
expertise, and ideas amongst artists; and to encourage and 
promote understanding and appreciation of the arts in 
Samoa. 

For more information contact Galumalemana Steven 
Percival, President, 0 Mea Sina, PO Box 217, Apia, 
Western Samoa. 

SCANDINAVIAN ASSOCIATION FOR 
PACIFIC RESEARCH 

The Scandinavian Association for Pacific Research 
(SAPR) is a network of researchers primarily from 
Denmark, Sweden, Finland, and Norway with a common 
interest in Pacific societies. It was formed with grants from 
the Nordic Council of Cooperation in Social Sciences and 
the Danish Foreign Ministry. Research results and work in 
progress are circulated and discussed in meetings and 
workshops held throughout the year. The network includes 
practically all anthropologists and other social scientists 
from Scandinavia working in the Pacific region. The 
network was formally established at the workshop, The 
Global Anthropology of Oceania, held at the University of 
Lund on 18-19 October 1991. 

The researchers connected with the SAPR represent 
different approaches to the theme of the creation of 
contemporary societies and cultures in the Pacific, and the 
network unites the efforts to understand transformations to 
the contemporary societies and cultures from precolonial 
times in a historical and global context. 

For further information, please contact: Dr Jonathan 
FRIEDMAN, Department of Social Anthropology, University 
of Lund, Box 114, s-22222 Lund, Sweden (Tel. 46 10 88 
48, Fax 46 46 10 47 94); or contact Dr Ulla HASAGER or 
Dr Peter HENRIQUES, University of Copenhagen, Institute 
of Anthropology, Frederiksholms Kanal4, DK-1220 
Copenhagen K, Denmark. Telephone: 45 33 12 17; fax: 45 
33 93 55 75). 

BOTANICAL GARDEN IN MAJURO 
The Historic Preservation Office of the Republic of the 
Marshall Islands has announced the creation of a botanical 
garden of cultural plants traditionally used by the people of 
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the Marshall Islands for nutritional, medicinal, and 
constructional purposes. The garden will be located between 
the Alele Museum and the Court House in downtown 
Majuro. The garden will benefit Majuro school children 
who often have not seen traditional plants and are unable to 
distinguish between important varieties and know little of 
and their uses. Secondary beneficiaries are the general 
public, as well as overseas visitors. 

The project has been developed and planned by the 
Republic of the Marshall Islands Historic Preservation 
Office. Its execution rests with the Family Food Production 
and Nutrition Program of the Ministry of Social Services, 
headed by Stephen Lepton. The garden, once established, 
will be part of the exhibits of the Alele Museum. For more 
information, contact: Stephen LEPTON, Family Food 
Production and Nutrition Program, Ministry of Social 
Services, PO. Box 1138, Majuro Atoll MH 96960, 
Republic of the Marshall Islands. 

NEW VIDEOS ON CRITICAL ISSUES 
Three new videos related to the Pacific Islands have been 
released by the Video Project, a non-profit distributor of 
"high-quality, affordable programs on critical global issues 
for all ages." Prices quoted here are for NTSC format, and 
shipping charges are for the United States and Canada. 
There is an extra charge for PAL and SECAM formats and 
for shipping to other countries. The charges will depend on 
the titles and number of videos ordered. 

Home on the Range (1990, 58 min., VHS, Institutions: Sale 
us$125, Rent us$45, Individuals/Low-Income: Sale us$45, 
Rent us$25, Inquire re 16mm version), produced and 
directed by Adam Horowitz, is "a compelling story of the 
unseen human costs of the arms race and the Star Wars 
missile program on Kwajalein Atoll and its people. This 
video "chronicles the human and ecological tragedy of the 
. . . islanders and their bold effort to regain their lush 
paradise." 

Bound by the Wind (1991, 40 min., VHS, Institutions: 
Sale us$75, Rent us$45, Individuals/Low-Income: Sale 
us$35, Rent us$20) is a "dramatic video on the global 
impact of nuclear weapons testing and the growing 
international campaign to bring an end to nuclear testing for 
all time. Expert debate is interwoven with moving 
testimony from several of the world's 'down winders'-
people from the United States, the South Pacific, and the 
Soviet Union who have been affected by nuclear testing and 
have become the heart of the global movement to achieve a 
comprehensive ban on all testing." 

Scrapping Chemical Weapons (1991, 28 min., VHS, 
us$25), from the America's Defense Monitor Public 
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Television Series, looks at the problem of how 70,000 tons 
of deadly chemical weapons, stockpiled by the United States 
and the Soviet Union, can be destroyed without causing 
harm to people or the environment. There are 8 sites in the 
United States where chemical weapons were produced and 
will be destroyed, along with a site on Johnston Atoll in the 
Pacific. This video deals with the concerns that plans for 
incineration are causing nearby residents, who fear cancer
causing agents. 

NEW PUBLICATIONS 
Identity Through History: Living Stories in a Solomon 
Islands Society, (1992; Cambridge University Press; 
us$54.95) by Geoffrey M. WHITE, examines processes of 
identity formation among the people of Santa Isabel in the 
Solomon Islands who were victimized by raiding 
headhunters in the nineteenth century and then embraced 
Christianity around the tum of the century. Making 
innovative use of work in psychological and historical 
anthropology, White shows how these significant events 
become meaningful in the community's view of itself in 
shifting social and political circumstances. Published by 
Cambridge University Press, 40 W 20th St New York, NY 
10011-4211. 

Becoming Bicultural, by James RITCHIE, (May 1992; ISBN 
0-908896-12-3; Daphne Brasell Associates Press; 
paperback; NZ$29.95) is a record of a Pakeha academic's 
involvement in Maori communities over a period of 40 
years. The author's adult life has been almost totally 
committed to fashioning a bicultural future for his country. 
His latest book not only documents his experience but also 
offers a credo of the ideals that have guided his work. 
James Ritchie is Deputy Director of the Centre for Maori 
Studies and Research at the University ofWaikato where he 
is also the Foundation Professor of Psychology. 

R.E. JOHANNES and J.W. MACFARLANE have collaborated 
on a book entitled, Traditional Fishing in the Torres Strait 
Islands (1992, 210+pp text, annotated glossary, index, 21 
maps, ISBN 0-643-05259-3, us$40.00 surface postage 
included). This book is based on five years of fieldwork. It 
covers in detail the history of fishing in the islands, the 
practices of dugong hunting, turtle hunting, and fishing and 
the Islanders' detailed knowledge of the behavior of marine 
animals and traditional fishing rights. The authors further 
discuss how such fourth world peoples (the Islanders are 
Melanesian, but the islands are Australian) may find 
themselves at an even greater disadvantage than some third 
world peoples in exploiting their natural resources for their 
own benefit. 

The Journal of Pacific History has just published a special 
issue on France in the Pacific (December 1991; Australian 
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National University; A$30/us$35) containing papers from a 
conference held by the Division of Pacific and Asian 
History, Research School of Pacific Studies, Australian 
National University in January 1991. The volume (26:2), 
entitled France in the Pacific: Past, Present, and Future, is 
guest edited by Deryck ScARR. 

Social Change in the Pacific Islands, edited by Albert B. 
RoBILLARD, has been published by Kegan Paul 
International. "This important work introduces a critical 
theoretical perspective to the study of social change in the 
Pacific Islands. The islands covered are Hawai'i, French 
Polynesia, American and Western Samoa, Tonga, Kiribati, 
the Marshall and Caroline Islands, Guam, and the Northern 
Mariana Islands. " The 17 papers are by leading specialists 
in Pacific studies and "present substantive descriptions of 
social change in the Pacific Islands" (SSRI Newsletter). 

BULLETIN BOARD 

Developing Cultural Policy in Melanesia 
A Cultural Policy Workshop is scheduled for 11-14 August 
1992 in Honiara, Solomon Islands. This workshop will 
convene to explore common interests and needs for 
developing cultural policies, and to learn from those 
policies now in place that may serve as models. The 
purpose of the workshop is to bring together representatives 
from cultural associations throughout Melanesia to explore 
these issues. 

During the workshop, participants will explore the 
underlying values that guide cultural policy development; 
aspects of culture that need promotion; the best means to 
define and codify effective cultural policy; the various sorts 
of cultural policy now in place throughout the region; and 
the relative success of such policies in meeting the goals of 
protecting and enhancing traditional cultures. 

A Cultural Policy Handbook will be generated from the 
proceedings of this workshop. It will include case studies of 
various cultural policies and report on the workshop's 
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conclusions. Workshop participants will also explore the 
possibility of producing radio programs in various 
languages to disseminate its results more widely. 

Sponsoring institutions are the Solomon Islands National 
Museum, the Solomon Islands Centre of the University of 
the South Pacific, the East-West Center, the Papua New 
Guinea National Research Institute, and the Vanuatu 
National Museum. 

For more information contact: Joseph W ALEANISIA, PO 
Box 460, USP Centre, Honiara, Solomon Islands, 
Telephone: (677) 21-397, Fax: (677) 21-287, or Geoffrey 
WHITE, Institute of Culture and Communication, East-West 
Center, 1777 East-West Road, Honolulu, Hawaii, 96848, 
USA, Telephone: (808) 944-7626, Fax: (808) 944-7670. 

9th Annual Pacific Educational Conference 
The 9th Annual Pacific Educational Conference, The 
Pacific Child: Investing in the Future, will be held on 3-5 
August 1992 in Pago Pago, American Samoa. This 
conference is the largest single gathering of Pacific 
educators, representing all fields of teaching and levels of 
administration from public and private schools and 
institutions of higher learning. More than 500 educators 
will participate in the 1992 conference. 

This conference is being hosted by the American Samoa 
Department of Education and cosponsored by the 
Community College of American Samoa, Office of the 
Governor, Legislature of American Samoa, American 
Samoa Teachers Association, Office of Tourism, Office of 
Samoan Affairs, Chamber of Commerce, American Samoa 
Rotary Club, and the Pacific Region Educational 
Laboratory (PREL), a nonprofit corporation for educational 
research and improvement serving educators in the 
American-affiliated entities in the Pacific. 

Workshop presenters are asked to submit proposals by 1 
May. Contact: PREL Conference, 1164 Bishop Street, Suite 
1409, Honolulu, HI 96813. Fax: (808) 532-1922. 

Please help us update our mailing list by sending us your address correction or the name of someone who wishes to 
receive our newsletter. Thank you! [ ] Change for MYSELF [ ] Address of a FRIEND 

Name: 

Title: 

Address: 

City: State: ___ _ Zip: ___ _ 

Country: 
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Pacific Telecommunications Conference 
The 15th Annual Pacific Telecommunications Conference, 
Harnessing Converging Telecommunication Technologies 
for Societal Applications, is scheduled for 17-20 January 
1993 at the Sheraton Waikiki Hotel, Honolulu. 

PTC'93 will analyze the convergence of 
telecommunications and information technology and 

University of Hawai' i at Manoa 
Center for Pacific Islands Studies 
1890 East-West Road, Moore Hall 215 
Honolulu, Hawai' i 96822 USA 
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will look at the use of converging technologies by various 
sectors of society such as commerce, government, 
education, health, and entertainment. 

Deadline for paper proposal is Friday, 26 June 1992. 
Notice of selection will be made by 31 July 1992. On 
acceptance, preparation guidelines for the full manuscript 
will be sent to authors. 




