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1992 TEACHERS' WORKSHOP 
The Center's Eighth Annual Pacific Islands Teachers' 
Workshop, Exploring Hawai'i's Pacific Islands 
Connections, will be held 23-24 March, 8:00 to 4:30, at 
Kapi' olani Community College and will be cosponsored 
with KCC. Speakers will select events that played a 
significant role in Hawai' i' s history and examine the 
counterparts to these events in other Pacific islands. There 
will also be sessions on strategies for the classroom. 

The $20 registration fee will include a resource 
materials packet with maps, fact sheet, sample lessons, and 
reading materials. Teachers will be able to earn one credit 
from the College of Continuing Education and Community 
Services at the University of Hawaii, Manoa. For more 
information, call Tisha HICKSON, Outreach Coordinator, 
956-2652, or 956-7700. 

DR ALBERT WENDT GIVES 
FICTION READING AT UH MANOA 

Visiting Hawai' i on his return to Auckland, New 
Zealand, from research work in the mainland United States, 
Dr Albert WENDT, author of Sons for the Return Home and 
Flying Fox in a Freedom Tree, presented a reading on 12 
February of a selection of his poems as well as passages 
from his newest novel, Ola. In a review of his latest book, 
the New Zealand Herald (13 July 1991), stated that, "For a 
male novelist in the 1990s to impersonate a female narrator 
is to set one's chisel to the hardest stone (as Yeats would 
put it), and Wendt must be admired for his courage." 

Dr Wendt's fiction reading was sponsored by the Center 
for Pacific Islands Studies, the UH Department of English, 

and the Hawaii Literary Arts Council and funded in part by 
the State Foundation on Culture and the Arts. 

While in Honolulu, Dr Wendt also gave several 
interviews (including one that will appear in Spectrum 
Hawaii on Hawaii Public Television in May 1992 and 
another for The Contempory Pacific) and was guest lecturer 
in several university courses on indigenous literature. 

DR KERRY JAMES: ROCKEFELLER 
FELLOW IN THE HUMANITIES 
(From an interview by Jane Reeves) 
Dr Kerry JAMES is a social anthropologist and a Rockefeller 
Fellow in the Humanities with the Center this academic 
year. Originally from Australia, Dr James has held 
research positions at the Australian National University, the 
University of the South Pacific in Suva, Fiji, and the 
Macmillan Brown Centre for Pacific Studies, University of 
Canterbury, Christchurch, New Zealand. She is currently 
writing a book about changing gender relations in the 
Kingdom of Tonga. 

Dr James has been working in Tonga on and off since 
1981. She became interested in Tonga after reading 
Rosaldo and Lamphere's Women, Culture and Society 
(1974). The premise of this book was that women in all 
societies have been dominated by men, a theory which 
James believed was contradicted in Tonga in the 
relationship between brother and sister (faka'apa'apa). 
Over the course of ten years she has conducted archival 
research and gathered oral accounts relating to Tongan 
gender relations. Her original thesis was to evaluate if, and 
how, gender roles and statuses have changed in Tonga, and 
what factors might have caused these changes. An added 
challenge for Dr James is that compared to other Pacific 
Islands such as Western Samoa, very few anthropological 
studies have been made concerning Tongan society, and this 
scarcity of academic debate has made her own research 
particularly difficult. 

Dr James emphasized the advantages of her long-term 
research in Tonga, which has enabled her to establish 
personal relationships as well as good faith with many 
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people there. She noted that her situation is particularly 
fortunate. In recent years the Tongan government has 
become stricter about allowing access to their records. 
Doctoral candidates who wish to work in Tonga are now 
required to lodge 1000 Tongan pa'anga with the 
government which is returnable on the presentation to the 
government of a copy of their dissertation. 

CENTER VISITORS 
On 2 January, Dr Mark GALLAGHER, lecturer at the Pacific 
Theological Seminary in Suva, Fiji, stopped by the Center 
on his way to Chuuk and Kosrae in the Federated States of 
Micronesia to participate in a church-sponsored workshop. 

Long-time friend of the Center, Dr Eugene OGAN from the 
Department of Anthropology, University of Minnesota, 
visited on 3 January to finish a joint-authored paper with 
Center faculty Terence WESLEY-SMITH for the special 
Bougainville issue of 1he Contemporary Pacific due out in 
July 1992. 

En route to his new post in Sydney, Australia, from his 
former post at the United Nations, Mr Stephen McGANN, 
political and economic officer, US Consulate, visited the 
Center on 7 January. Mr McGann is new to the 
Australia/Pacific region. 

On 8 January Dr Bruce BENNEIT, director of the Centre for 
Studies in Australian Literature, Department of English, 
University of Western Australia, paid a visit to the Center. 

Mr William T. McCABE, Senior Trade Commissioner, 
South Pacific Trade Commission, Sydney, Australia, 
stopped in on 9 January to talk with Center staff. 

On 21 January, Dr George J. BoUGHTON, Professor of 
History at the University of Guam, stopped in to discuss 
plans for a conference focusing on the US and its relations 
with island territories expected to be held in Washington, 
DC sometime in Spring 1993. 
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Visiting the Center on 29 January to hold discussions with 
Dr KlsTE was Dr Vera Y. YoUNG, director of the Asian
American Exchange, Asia Foundation, San Fransisco, 
California. 

Mr William BARNES, counselor for Public Affairs at the 
American Embassy in Wellington, New Zealand, stopped in 
at the Center on 31 January to "get acquainted." 

Visiting the Center on 3 February for an orientation session 
was Dr William SWIM from Tennessee Technological 
University who was en route to the University of the South 
Pacific in Suva, Fiji, as a Fulbright Fellow for one year. 

On 10 February, Dr Michael LEVIN from the US Census 
Bureau visited the Center. Dr Levin was conducting a 
workshop at the East-West Center to train Pacific Islanders 
in census-taking techniques. 

Dr Fumihiko YOSHIDA and Ms Aya Yoshida NISHINO from 
the National Instutute of Multimedia Education in Chiba, 
Japan, were conductiong student interviews at the Center 
from 11 thru 20 February while working with Center 
instructor Mr Michael OGDEN on an international study of 
distance learning in the South Pacific. 

Dr Kerry HoWE, Department of History at Massey 
University, Palmerston North, New Zealand, was in 
residence at the Center from 14 thru 25 February working 
with Dr Brij LAL and Center Director Dr Robert Kiste on 
the editing of their volume on the 20th Century history of 
the Pacific Islands. 

OCCASIONAL SEMINAR 
The first seminar of 1992 was held on 24 January. Dr 
Christopher JONES, a research associate in the Social 
Science Research Institute at UH and a consultant to the 
Pacific Basin Development Council on environmental 
projects, showed a video entitled, What the Marshall 
Islands Can do about Global Climate Change and the 
Environment. This video was used to preface his discussion 
of the impact of rising sea levels on Pacific Island atolls in 
general. The video, which he produced for a series of 
workshops in the Marshall Islands in 1989 commemorating 
the twentieth anniversary of Earth Day, was sponsored by 
the Environmental Protection Authority of the Republic of 
the Marshall Islands. 

IMI HO'OLA PRE-MED PROGRAM 
AT UH SEEKS APPLICANTS 
The University ofHawai'i John A. Bums School of 
Medicine is now seeking applicants for the 1992-1993 Imi 
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Ho 'ola pre-medical program. The application deadline is 
1 April 1992. 

Imi Ho 'ola, which means "those who seek to heal," is a 
program that seeks to open careers in medicine to increase 
the enrollment of Filipinos, Hawaiians, Samoans, Micro
nesians, Guamanians, and others from disadvantaged 
backgrounds who may not be sufficiently prepared 
academically but show promise in other respects. As a 
result of the efforts of this program, there are 79 additional 
practicing physicians, and another 34 are currently enrolled. 

Students participate in a one-year, pre-professional 
program that concentrates on the humanities, sciences 
(biology and chemistry), communication (oral and written), 
and study skills. To ensure academic success, the program 
provides academic, fmancial, and personal counseling. 

For detailed information and application, contact Agnes 
MALATE or Nanette JUDD at (808) 956-7 412 or write to : 
University ofHawai'i John A. Bums School; Imi Ho'ola 
Program; 1960 East-West Road, Biomedical Building B-
104; Honolulu, Hawai'i 96822 

PACIFIC SCIENCE ASSOCIATION 
EXPANDS ACTIVITIES 
The Pacific Science Association is expanding its activities to 
include an ongoing scientific program that, at present, is 
primarily aimed at studies and projects pertaining to the 
environment. As one of the oldest Pacific nongovernmental 
organizations, the PSA has been best known through Pacific 
Science Congresses held every four years in different 
venues throughout the Pacific and the intervening Inter
Congresses held at more specialized locales. 

Scientific task forces have been established to develop 
interdisciplinary and multidisciplinary projects. Diversity, 
Assessment, Dynamics and Conservation in the Terrestrial 
Biota of New Caledonia is the first of these and is co
organized with ORSTOM. Two newly established task 
forces include: Southern Biota and Ecosystems: The 
Southern Connection, which will bring investigators from 
Australia and New Zealand together with those from Chile 
and Argentina, and Tropical Upland Utilization and 
Environment, which grew out of plans originating within 
the association's Scientific Committee on Geography. 
Another new activity, an umbrella program on Global 
Environmental Change, is the result of a PSC resolution. 
This program is currently under preparation and will 
emphasize coastal areas and islands. 

Annual individual membership of the association is 
available for us$20; for scientific societies, institutions, or 
corporations, annual membership is us$25. Membership 
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includes receipt of the recently reformatted lnfonnation 
Bulletin and Pacific Research Titles, which contains the 
photocopied tables of contents of journals and periodicals 
published in and about the Pacific. Pacific Research Titles 
is available free of charge only to the broad membership of 
the association. Other benefits of membership include 
discounts for association publications and reduced 
registration fees for congresses and inter-congresses. 

For information about the association and membership, 
write to: PSA Secretariat, PO Box 17801, Honolulu, 
Hawai'i 96822, USA [fax (808) 841-8968]. 

ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION 
TEXTBOOKS ON MICRONESIA 
Mark MERLIN, Associate Professor in the General Science 
Department at the University ofHawai'i at Manoa, has 
been working in collaboration with local experts and other 
professionals to produce environmental education textbooks 
and teachers' guides for American-affiliated areas of 
Micronesia. These color-illustrated books describe the 
plants and vegetation of the Republic of Belau (Dellomel er 
a Belau: Plants of Belau, 50 pp, 1989) and Pohnpei State 
(Tuhke oh Mour en Sahpw nan Pohnpei: Plants and Life of 
the Land in Pohnpei, 100 pp, 1992). They combine locally 
based information on traditional use and perception of the 
environment with scientific information on botany, ecology, 
and resource conservation. The books are part of a larger 
project dealing with conservation of biological diversity 
among the American-affiliated areas of the Pacific. The 
project is sponsored by the John D. and Catherine T. 
MacArthur Foundation, and administered through the East
West Center under the supervision of Dr Lawrence 
HAMILTON. For information write to: Dr Hamilton, EAPI, 
East-West Center, Honolulu, HI 96848. 

BULLETIN BOARD 
Graduate School, US Department o£ Agriculture opens 
Pacific Regional Office in Honolulu 
The Graduate School of the US Department of Agriculture 
officially opened its Pacific Regional Office on 24 January 
1992. The office is designed to support the Pacific Islands 
Training Initiative, a comprehensive, long-term education 
and training program that is specifically mandated to assist 
US-affiliated island governments with efficient and effective 
financial management, government operations, management 
controls, records management, and administrative 
productivity. The Pacific Regional Office is located in the 
Wailana Building, 1860 Ala Moana Boulevard, Room 407-
C, Honolulu, HI 96815 (tel. (808) 533-5459, fax (808) 
599-4161). 
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KCC Conference to Focus on Educational Models 
Kapi' olani Community College's Hawaiian and Pacific 
Island Studies Institute is presenting a conference entitled 
Colonizing and Decolonizing: New Educational Models for 
Hawai 'i and the Pacific, to be held 18-22 May 1992. The 
concept of "colonizing" covers a wide variety of changes 
including the impact of exotic species on a native ecological 
system, political and economic changes after Western 
contact, disease and health, cultural adaptation, and the 
preservation of traditional values and practices in Hawai' i 
and the Pacific. Some of the questions to be pursued during 
the five-day conference are what educational models have 
been used in the past? What new educational models will be 
effective in Hawai' i and the Pacific in light of ongoing 
"decolonizing" trends? For more details and an application 
form, contact Kahi WIGHT, Arts and Sciences, Kapi' olani 
Community College, Honolulu, Hl96816. 

Tonga History Association Conference 
The fifth bi-annual conference of the Tonga History 
Association, to be held 20-23 May 1992 at Brigham Young 
University-Hawai' i promises to be a grand affair. Besides 
stimulating scholarly presentations each day on Tongan 
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history and culture, the program will feature cultural 
exhibits from the Bishop Museum, a concert of choirs from 
the substantial Tongan community in Hawai'i, an evening 
at the Polynesian Cultural Center, and an arts festival and 
luau (Katoanga) on 23 May. 

The conference registration fee (us$95 full package) 
includes three full days of scholarly presentations, 
conference materials, food and lodging on campus, 
continental breakfast, two luncheons, Polynesian Cultural 
Center village tour, luau, and evening show. For those 
who wish to make their own arrangements, the conference 
fee excluding meals and housing is us$75. For more 
information, or to register for the conference, contact: The 
Tongan History Conference, Brigham Young University
Hawai'i, Division of Continuing Education, Box 1963, 
Laie, HI 96762. 

Errata 
A big mahalo to our readers who caught the error in 
numbering of our 1991 newsletters. The "second" number 
three (August-September 1991) should have been number 
four of the series. Apologies are duly extended! 




