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REPORT ON 16TH ANNUAL 
CONFERENCE 
Approximately 75 students and faculty from the University 
of Hawai 1i system, Brigham Young University!Hawai 1i, 
Chaminade University, Hawaii Loa College, and Hawaii 
Pacific University attended the November 15-16 Pacific 
Islands Studies Conference, "Developing an Agenda for 
Pacific Islands Studies in Hawai 1i." The conference opened 
with presentations by faculty and students on the content of 
their programs and the challenges facing them over the next 
five years. On the second day, participants formed 
discussion groups to consider critical issues facing 
community college, undergraduate, and graduate 
educational programs and the role of international 
exchanges at all levels. While a number of topics were 
covered in these groups, discussion focused on the need to 
strengthen communication and coordination within and 
among campuses in Hawai 1 i and the desire to develop 
stronger relationships with students and faculty throughout 
the Pacific. 

Some specific program initiatives that were discussed 
were: 

(a) the need to seek additional staff support and to 
explore more innovative program structures in order to meet 
the social as well as the academic needs of the students; 

(b) the need to facilitate and expand opportunities for 
international exchanges; 

(c) the need to work for better articulation between the 
community colleges and the rest of the UH system; 

(d) the desirability of strengthening Pacific expertise and 
awareness generally among faculty as well as students; 

(e) the desirability of developing more interdisciplinary 
approaches to Pacific Islands studies, particularly at the 
undergraduate level. 

In his comments as chair of the concluding plenary 
session, Sitiveni Halapua, director of the Pacific Islands 
Development Program, East-West Center, noted that 
bringing faculty and students together to discuss mutual 
concerns regarding Pacific Islands studies was a laudable 
achievement in itself. 

As a result of the conference at least two committees 
were formed. One will work on the articulation of Pacific 
Islands studies courses within the UH system and the other 
will address specific needs of graduate students at 
UH/Manoa. At the same time the Center for Pacific Islands 
Studies will coordinate planning for a conference next 
November to consider the nature and aims of Pacific Islands 
studies in the islands as well as in Hawai 1 i. 

INTERVIEW WITH NEW CENTER 
FACULTY: DR VILSONI HERENIKO 
Formerly on the faculty at the University of the South 
Pacific in Suva, Fiji, Dr. Vilisoni HERENIKO is from the 
island of Rotuma in Fiji and is one of the few specialists in 
the world on the indigenous literature of the Pacific Islands. 
Dr Hereniko himself is an accomplished playwright and 
author, and graciously agreed to be interviewed by Ms 
Diane AOKI, MA student at the Center. 

His course "Indigenous Literature of the Pacific 
Islands," PACS 492, will be taught this spring on 
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays from 9:30 to 10:20 AM 

and will meet at Webster 107. 

The course will be a survey of novels, short stories, 
poems, and plays produced in the English language by 
island writers. The development of that literature over the 
past two and a half decades, the major themes embodied in 
the literature, and the backgrounds of island writers will be 
examined in depth. 
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How did you get interested in playwriting? In 1975, I 
took a creative writing course with Albert Wendt and I got 
better grades on the short plays that I turned in than in the 
other genres. With his encouragement, I continued to 
explore playwriting. I continued in theater as a hobby and 
was involved in the USP Drama Society, I acted, produced 
and directed. 

What is it about the medium of theater that attracts you? 
Unlike the printed medium, in theater there are so many 
other dimensions and ways of communicating, from the 
play itself, to the lighting, set design, costumes, facial 
expressions, gestures and so on. To me, it's a more 
effective way of communicating. 

You mentioned Albert Wendt. Was he influential in your 
writing? Not really. As you know, Wendt is a novelist and 
poet, not a playwright. In terms of technique, I taught 
myself by becoming involved in theater, read a lot, talked 
to other playwrights, traveled and saw plays abroad. But 
Albert Wendt was important to me for his encouragement 
more than anything else, and for that I'll always be grateful. 
He would write on my work, V. Good, or V. V. Good or 
V. V. V. Good, as if the better your writing, the more V s 
you got. But he never said rubbish! If he had I may never 
have gone on with my writing. I think as students, we 
remember teachers not for what they taught us, but for the 
encouragement they gave. 

Do you have a similar philosophy about teaching? Oh 
yes. I think it's important to develop good personal 
relationships with students. In my classes, because they're 
usually small, we get to know each other very well. We 
laugh and do a lot of sharing and it becomes like a family. 
I find that when you create an atmosphere like that, the 
students excel because they know the instructor is not going 
to put them down. I believe that everyone has something 
they can do better than anyone else, or better than anything 
else. I just hope I can help students to find that something 
that is their "something" unique. In terms of writing, I 
hope I can stimulate their imagination. Was it Einstein who 
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said imagination is more important than knowledge? 
Knowledge is okay, but it's common property. If you want 
to know when Pearl Harbor was bombed, you just need to 
go to the library and look it up. But imagination is 
something that is unique to each of us. As a teacher, one of 
my main tasks is to help students give expression to that 
something special. 

How do you see your role in developing and 
encouraging aspiring writers in Hawai 'i? If there are 
students who would like me to read what they have written, 
I would be happy to do so, and give them feedback. But in 
my Pacific Literature course, I hope that by being exposed 
to writing from the Pacific, they will be stimulated and 
inspired to write. I want them to realize that they too can be 
part of the ongoing discussion on Pacific cultures and that 
they too have something to contribute. 

STUDENTS GRADUATE IN 
DECEMBER 1991 
Congratulations are extended to the two Center students 
who are graduating this December; they are: 
Kimberly K.O.J. Au, whose Plan B paper is entitled, 
Analysis of Meaning, Content and Style: Poetry from the 
Federated States of Micronesia and Palau. 
James MELLON, whose Plan B paper is entitled, 
Representations of Micronesia on Film and Video. 

OCCASIONALSEN.UNARS 
Special Projects Director for KHPR (Hawaii Public Radio), 
Mr AI HULSEN, discussed Broadcasting In and About the 
Pacific Islands, at a noon-time seminar on 6 November. 
Mr Hulsen, whose daily broadcasts of "Pacific Islands 
News" on KHPR are familar to many, was formerly the 
vice president of National Public Radio and former 
president of American Public Radio prior to coming to 
Hawai' i. His distinguished career in public radio began in 
the 1960s when, in his position at the Corporation for 
Public Broadcasting, he helped establish the public radio 
system. 

Anthropology's Conrad: Malinowski in the Trobriand 
Islands and What He Read, was the title of a seminar given 
by Dr Christina THOMPSON on 20 November and 
cosponsored with Student Affairs & Open Grants, and the 
Institute of Culture and Communication at the East-West 
Center. Dr Thompson, a post-doctoral fellow at the East
West Center, lived in Australia from 1984-1990 where she 
obtained her PhD in English at the University of 
Melbourne. Her doctoral thesis, entitled "The Paradigm 
Journey to the Paradigm Elsewhere: Studies in South 
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Pacific Romance," looks at European representations of the 
Pacific Islands from the mid-eighteenth century to the 
present. Her seminar was based on a chapter from that 
thesis. 

On 26 November, Mr Edward MICHAL from the US 
Embassy in Papua New Guinea gave a seminar entitled, 
Papua New Guinea: Contemporary Issues and Future 
Prospects. Mr Michal, a Center graduate, received his MA 
in Pacific Islands Studies in 1991. Prior to joining the 
program, he was First Secretary at the US Embassy in 
Pohnpei, Federated States of Micronesia. He is currently 
First Secretary at the US Embassy in Port Moresby, Papua 
New Guinea. 

Cosponsored with the Pacific Islands Development Program 
at the East-West Center, Dr Donna WINSLOW from the 
Universite de Montreal gave a seminar entitled, The 
Matignon Accords and Development in New Caledonia, on 
9 December. Dr Winslow is an anthropologist and 
associate researcher with the Department d' Anthropologie at 
the Universite de Montreal. Since 1984, her research has 
focused on New Caledonia and issues of ethnic identity, 
social and political change, and development. She is 
currently a Fellow with the Pacific Islands Development 
Program at the East-West Center. 

Dr Wari IAMO from the National Research Institute of 
Papua New Guinea, was the guest speaker at a seminar on 
10 December, cosponsored with the Institute of Culture and 
Communication at the East-West Center. Dr Iamo's topic 
was Cultural Traditions and National Identity in Papua 
New Guinea. Dr Iamo received his PhD in anthropology 
from the University of California at Berkeley and has taught 
in the anthropology department of the University of Papua 
New Guinea. He is currently director of the National 
Research Institute of Papua New Guinea. 

On 12 December, associate professor of anthropology at 
University of California, Davis, Dr David BOYD, gave a 
seminar entitled Another "Last First Contact:" Contact and 
Initial Incorporation Among the Yemanaba (Hagahai) of 
Papua New Guinea, cosponsored with the Institute of 
Culture and Communication, East-West Center. Dr Boyd's 
presentation was a report on current ethnographic field 
research among the Y emanaba (Hagahai) people of Papua 
New Guinea. The Y emanaba, who practice a mixed 
hunting-horticultural subsistence system in the tropical 
forest of the northern fringe highlands, were officially 
"contacted" in 1984. At present, they are attempting to 
forge a new group identity and to cope with pressures of 
incorporation into the national and regional political 
economies. 

Contemporary Hawaiian and Maori Art: Three 
Interpretations, was the topic of the 16 December seminar 
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cosponsored with the Institute of Culture and 
Communication at the East-West Center and the Center for 
Hawaiian Studies. The seminar was a panel presentation by 
Mr Brett GRAHAM, sculptor from Aotearoa/New Zealand, 
Ms Kimo CASHMAN, photographer, and Ms Kaleopono 
QUINTANA, printmaker, both Native Hawaiian artists. All 
three are art students at the University of Hawai' i at 
Manoa. They spoke about their involvement with 
contemporary art and some shared cultural concerns 
reflected in their art. 

PRI FUNDS LECTURE SERIES IN 
AUSTRALIAN STUDIES 
Southern Crossroads, newsletter of the Australian and New 
Zealand Studies Group at UH, recently announced that the 
University ofHawai'i has been awarded $10,000 from PRI 
Foundation for a distinguished lecture series in Australian 
studies. PRI's parent company, BHP Petroleum, is part of 
Broken Hill Proprietary Company Ltd, Australia's largest 
publicly-owned company. 

The first speaker in the series will be Anne Summers, 
Editor-at-Large for the New York-based publisher Lang 
Communications Inc. She will speak at Bums Lecture Hall, 
1777 East-West Road, at 5:00pm on Thursday, 23 January 
1992. The former Editor-in-Chief of Ms. magazine, Dr. 
Summers was chief advisor on women's issues to Australian 
Prime Minister Bob Hawke before coming to New York in 
1986. Prior to joining the Australian Government, she was 
Canberra Bureau Chief for The Australian Financial 
Review, and she continues to write and speak in both the 
United Sates and Australia on international and domestic 
politics, business and finance, and social policy issues. 

The PRI Distinguished Lecture Series, which is free and 
open to the public, is presented in cooperation with Delta 
Airlines, Royal Hawaiian Hotel, and the 
Australian/ American Chamber of Commerce. 

RMI IDSTORIC PRESERVATION 
OFFICE PUBLISHES NEWSLETTER 
The Republic of the Marshall Islands (RMI) Historic 
Preservation Office has begun an aggressive public 
education campaign in order to ensure the well-being of the 
cultural and historical heritage for future generations. 

According to Ms Abacca AN JAIN, Acting Historic 
Preservation Officer, "We cannot afford to lose our sense of 
history, our understanding of and appreciation for what our 
ancestors did to survive on these atolls. We cannot afford it 
because our spiritual well-being rests on it, because our 
cultural identity-that which makes us different from 
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others-stems from this history." Writing in the first issue 
of the Historic Preservation Office's newletter (see 
following article for address), Ms Anjain further comments 
that, "Traditional skills, where appropriate, are as much 
needed for the economic and environmental well being of 
our atolls as is overseas technical expertise and funding 
support." 

The Historic Preservation Office sees outreach activities as 
important if sites and traditions are to be protected for 
future generations. For this reason they have launched the 
newsletter, Ennaanin Etto: News From The Past, and plan 
to follow up with local radio programs, lectures to various 
community groups, and continued representation in school 
curricula. 

PROFESSIONAL NEWSLETTERS 
WITH PACIFIC EMPHASIS 
The following is a recently compiled (and most likely, 
incomplete!) list of other newsletters that focus on the 
Pacific Islands, with the name of the editor and the address 
of each, where known. Please advise if we have omitted 
others, or if any of the information is incorrect or out of 
date. We will attempt to update and publish this list each 
year. Entries are arranged alphabetically, by the name of 
the newsletter. 

ASAO Newsletter 
Richard Feinberg, Editor 
Department of Sociology and Anthropology 
Kent State University 
Kent, OH 44242 
USA 

Centre for South Pacific Studies Newsletter 
David Chemko, Editor 
Centre for South Pacific Studies 
University of New South Wales 
Kensington, NSW 2033 
Australia 

Development Bulletin 
John Aglim, Editor 
Australian Development Studies Network 
GPO Box 4 
Canberra, ACT 2601 
Australia 

Ennaanin Etto: News From The Past 
Dirk H.R. Spennemann, PhD., Editor 
Historic Preservation Office 
Ministry of Interior & Outer Islands Affairs 
Republic of the Marshall Islands 
PO Box 18 
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Majuro, MH 96960 
Republic of the Marshall Islands 

German Pacific Society Newsletter 
Friedrich Steinbauer, Editor 
German Pacific Society 
Feichtmayrstrasse 25 
8000 Munich 50 
Germany 

Information Bulletin 
Pacific Science Association 
Bishop Museum 
PO Box 17801 
Honolulu, Hawai' i 96817 

Newsletter 
Linda Shboul, Editor 
Research Institute for Asia and the Pacific 
University of Sydney 
114 Darlington Road 
Sydney, NSW 2006 
Australia 

Newsletter 
Hiroshi Nakajima, Secretary General 
The Pacific Society 
2-6-4 Kirakawa-cho 
Chiyoda-ku 
Tokyo 
Japan 

Newsletter 
Simon Kooijman, Secretary 
Netherlands Society for Oceanic Studies 
Willem de Zwijgerlaan 10 
2341 E. J. Oegstgeest 
The Netherlands 

Pacific Circle Newsletter 
P. F. Rehbock, Editor 
Department of History 
University of Hawai' i at Manoa 
2530 Dole Street 
Honolulu, HI 96822 

Pacific History Association Newsletter 
Roger C. Thompson, Editor 
Pacific History Association 
University College 
Australian Defence Force Academy 
Campbell, ACT 2600 
Australia 

Pacific Islands Political Studies Association Newsletter 
Institute for Polynesian Studies 
Brigham Young University--Hawai'i Campus 
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PO Box 1979 
Laie, Hawai' i 96762 

Pacific Islands Society Newsletter 
Brian Macdonald-Milne, Secretary 
Pacific Islands Society of the United Kingdom and Ireland 
Arden Lodge, Moat Lane, Prestwood 
Great Missenden, Bucks, England HP16 9DF 

Pacific Studies Association Newsletter 
Char Miller, Editor 
Department of History 
Trinity University 
San Antonio, TX 78284 
USA 

Pacific Way Newsletter 
Press Assistant, Public Relations Office 
Commonwealth Institute 
Kensington High Street 
London, England W8 6NQ 

Pacifique 
Mme J. C. Martin Lefebvre, Editor 
1 Traverse de la Chaine 
13008 Marseille 
France 

PIC Newsletter 
Jayshree Mamtora, Editor 
Pacific Information Centre 
University of the South Pacific Library 
PO Box 1168 
Suva, Fiji 

PIG 
Pacific Islands Group 
Research School of Pacific Studies 
Australian National University 
GPO Box 4 
Canberra, ACT 2601 
Australia 

Societe des Oceanistes Newsletter 
The Secretary 
Societe des Oceanistes 
Musee de l'Homme 
Paris 75116 
France 

Survival International Newsletter 
Mary George Hardman, Executive Director 
Survival International USA 
2121 Decatur Place NW 
Washington, DC 20008 
USA 
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3VVD Newsletter 
John Connell, Editor 
Department of Geography 
Institute Building 
University of Sydney 
Sydney, NSW 2006 
Australia 

Tok Blong SPPF 
South Pacific Peoples Foundation of Canada 
409-620 View Street 
Victoria, BC 
Canada Y8W 1J6 

ASIA-PACIFIC TRIENNIAL OF 
CONTEMPORARY ART 
The Queensland Art Gallery has announced a major series 
of triennial exhibitions that will explore the contemporary 
visual arts of the Asia-Pacific region. 

The inaugural exhibition will be held in 1993. As part 
of the Triennial program, the gallery will stage a conference 
and a series of artists' workshops that will bring together 
artists, critics, and scholars. The gallery will also produce 
an exhibition catalogue with essays by leading authorities 
from each nation represented. It is intended to be a 
significant reference work. 

To provide a comprehensive representation of 
contemporary visual arts practice, the exhibition will 
include painting, sculpture, works on paper, performance, 
and installation art. About 150 works will be selected from 
the work of artists in fourteen political entities, including 
Australia, New Zealand, and Papua New Guinea. 

The Asia-Pacific Triennial will receive funding from the 
Queensland Art Gallery Exhibitions Development Fund. 
Additional funding from other sponsors is being sought. 
For further information about the Triennial, write Asia
Pacific Triennial, Queensland Art Gallery, PO Box 686, 
South Brisbane, Queensland 4101, Australia. 

NEW PUBLICATION 
Remembering the Pacific War is the title of the latest 
Occasional Paper, number 36 in the Center's series, which 
has just been published. Edited by Geoffrey M. White, this 
collection of nineteen papers presents discussions from the 
conference on Cultural Encounters in the Pacific War held 
at the East-West Center in May 1988. The conference was 
an occasion for Islanders, scholars, and others to discuss the 
meanings and impacts of the war from local points of view. 
Scholarly papers are combined with the testimonies of 
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Islanders from diverse areas. Wartime experiences are 
reviewed in terms of their significance for the social and 
political history of island societies. The result is a wide
angle lens through which to assess the war's impact on the 
Pacific region, and the papers also illuminate the relevance 
of the war to contemporary identity and political relations. 

Seven Pacific Island "veterans" and scholars from the 
United States, the Pacific, Japan, Australia, and New 
Zealand have contributed papers on Melanesia (Papua New 
Guinea, Solomon Islands, Vanuatu, Fiji), Micronesia 
(Pohnpei, Nauru, Kiribati, Marshall Islands, Guam, Palau), 
and Polynesia (Hawai' i, Samoa), as well as insights into 
American and Japanese views of Melanesians during the 
war. 

Remembering the Pacific War (240 pages, softcover) is 
available from the Center for us$10.00 including surface 
postage. 

University of Hawai' i at Manoa 
Center for Pacific Islands Studies 
1890 East-West Road, Moore Hall 215 
Honolulu, Hawai' i 96822 USA 
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BULLETIN BOARD 
Fourth Annual Graduate Student Conference 
The School of Hawaiian, Asian & Pacific Studies (SHAPS) 
will present its Fourth Annual Graduate Student Conference 
on Saturday, March 14, 1992 (specific times and locations 
to be announced). All University of Hawaii graduate 
students who would like to present a paper addressing any 
topic pertaining to Hawai'i, Asia,or the Pacific are 
encouraged to submit abstract proposals to the conference 
selection committee. The deadline for submission of 
abstract proposals is 27 January 1992. Abstract submission 
forms are available at Moore Hall215, 315, and at the 
Graduate Student Organization's office in Hemenway 212. 
There is no registration fee and the event is free and open to 
the public. If you have any questions or seek further 
information contact the Conference Coordinators Kristi 
KLUNGNESS or Gary 0STRICK; Phone (808) 956-2210. 
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