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CENTER'S JOURNAL RECEIVES 
NATIONAL AWARD 
On 6 February in Washington, DC, the Association of 
American Publishers announced the winners of the 1990 
Professional and Scholarly Publishing Awards. The 
Center's journal, The Contemporary Pacific: A Journal of 
Island Affairs received the award of Best New Journal in 
the Business, Social Science, and Humanities category. 
Congratulations to all those involved for a job well done! 
And keep up the good work! 

1991 TEACHER'S WORKSHOP 
The Center's seventh annual teachers' workshop, History, 
Culture and the Arts in Polynesia, will be held on 27-28 
March. The workshop will explore the dynamic, adaptive 
nature of cultures and use literature and the arts to show 
how members of a culture view themselves and the world 
around them. Presentations will address the evolution of 
Polynesian chiefdoms, mythology, architecture, art, music, 
dance, and contemporary literature. In addition there will 
be sessions on Pacific Islands resources and materials for 
the classroom and using everyday information to teach 
about the Islands, as well as tours of various collections at 
the Bishop Museum. For more information, call the 
Center at (808) 956-7700. 

NEW ROCKEFELLER FELLOWS: 1991-92 
The new Rockefeller Fellows for the forthcoming 1991-92 
academic year are Niko BESNIER (PhD, Linguistics, 
University of Southern California, 1986) and Kerry 
JAMES (PhD, Social Anthropology, University of 
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London, 1974). Dr Besnier is from the Department of 
Anthropology at Yale University. He is a specialist in 
language use and social change in the Pacific with special 
interest and experience in Polynesia. Dr Besnier will be 
preparing a book-length manuscript on literacy practices 
in Nukulaelae, Tuvalu, and the implications such 
practices have for a theory of the consequences and 
effects of literacy in non-western societies. 

Dr James recently completed a fellowship at the 
Macmillan Brown Centre for Pacific Studies at the 
University of Canterbury in Christchurch, New Zealand. 
She is a specialist in issues of gender identity, social 
stratification, and change within the Pacific, with a 
particular interest in Tonga. Dr James will be preparing a 
book-length manuscript on changing gender relations in 
Tonga in which she intends to explore the nature and 
evolution of gender structures in the Kingdom of Tonga 
from about 1870 to the present. 

FILMMAKERS' PROGRAM 
The 7 March filmmakers' program in the Center's Spring 
film series will feature Reflection of Lana 'i with filmmaker 
Esther Figueroa. Reflection of Lana 'i recounts the history 
of the island, beginning with a legend of how Lana'i came 
to be inhabited. Interviews with Hawaiian, Japanese, and 
Filipino residents combined with historical photographs 
and film present a fascinating and affectionate portrait of 
the island community. The program will take place at 
7:00 PM in UH Hemenway Theater. 

NEW STUDENTS FOR SPRING 1991 
A warm welcome is extended to the incoming students 
joining the Center's MA program in Pacific Islands 
Studies. The two students are: 
Antoinette FREITAS, BA History, University of Hawaii, 
Manoa; and 
Yuri KIMURA, BA English Literature, Kanan Women's 
University, Japan. 
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CENTER VISITORS 
During January and February 1991 the Center had a 
number of distinguished visitors. Mr Michael GREY, 
Development Budget and Systems Advisor and Principal 
Aid Coordinator at the Asian Development Bank in Port 
Vila, Vanuatu met with Center Director Dr Bob KISTE 
on 3 January. Mr John BECKER, Director for the Office 
of Freely Associated States in the US Department of 
State met with Dr Kiste on 4 January. Dr Eric 
WADDEL, to take up the chair of the Geography 
department at the University of the South Pacific stopped 
by on 8 January on his way to Fiji. Dr Elizabeth ORR, 
Chancellor of the University of Victoria at Wellington, 
New Zealand, visited the Center on 13 January. On 17 
January, Dr Donald RUBINSTEIN, Director of the 
Micronesian Area Research Center, University of Guam, 
was at the Center. Dr David ROBINSON, Senior 
Research Fellow, National Centre for Development 
Studies at the Australian National University visited the 
Center on his way back to Canberra on 25 January. On 3 
February, Mr Chris HURFORD, Australian Consul
General in New York met with Dr Kiste. And on 27 
February, Mr Gordon PARKINSON, Head, American 
Desk, Ministry for External Relations and Trade, New 
Zealand, and New Zealand Ambassador-designate to the 
US Denis MCLEAN met with Dr Kiste, Dean of SHAPS 
Dr Mark JUERGENSMEYER and several members of 
the staff to discuss plans for New Zealand Studies at the 
University of Hawaii. 

UH PRE-MED PROGRAM RECRUITING 
APPLICANTS FOR 1991-1992 
The University of Hawaii John A Burns School of 
Medicine is now seeking applicants for the 1991-1992 Imi 
Ho'ola intensive pre-medical program. The application 
deadline is 1 April1991. 

Imi Ho'ola, which means those who seek to heal, is a 
program that helps open careers in medicine to men and 
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women who are underrepresented in the field. It is 
designed to increase the medical school enrollment of 
Filipinos, Hawaiians, Samoans, Micronesians, and 
Guamanians who may not be sufficiently prepared 
academically but show great promise in other respects. 
As a result of Imi Ho'ola, there are now 70 additional 
physicians practicing medicine, and another 38 are 
currently enrolled. 

The purpose of the program is to develop students 
into highly successful medical applicants for admission as 
MD candidates. Students participate in a one year, pre
professional program which concentrates on English, 
sciences (biology and chemistry), and communication and 
study skills. To ensure academic success the program 
provides academic, financial, and personal counseling. 

For detailed information and application contact 
Agnes MALATE or Nanette JUDD at (808) 956-7412 or 
write to: University of Hawaii John A Burns School of 
Medicine, Imi Ho'ola Program, 1960 East-West Road, 
Biomedical Building B104, Honolulu, HI 96822. 

PACIFIC ISLANDER MEDIA TASK FORCE 
The Corporation for Public Broadcasting (CPB) has 
announced the availability of funds to support the 
creation of a Pacific Islander production and 
programming organization. This unique opportunity is 
the CPB's commitment to seeing that America's diverse 
cultural heritage can be viewed and experienced by public 
broadcasting audiences across the nation. Since the CPB 
annually distributes funds to support programming efforts 
in public broadcasting (Public Broadcasting Service and 
National Public Radio), the Pacific Islander Media Task 
Force is inviting interested persons from the American 
Flag territories and Freely Associated States in the Pacific 
to participate in the formation of a new Pacific Islander 
programming organization. Individuals working in radio, 
television, video, or film, or other interested parties who 
would like more information or desire to be included in 
the Pacific Islander Media Directory are encouraged to 
contact: Heather Haunani GIUGNI, Pacific Islander 
Media Task force, 733 Bishop Street, #170-92, Honolulu, 
HI 96813, or fax/phone (808) 488-7568. 

OCCASIONAL SEMINARS 
To a standing-room-only gathering on 18 January, Vilsoni 
HERENIKO gave a presentation entitled, Woven Gods: A 
Theory of Ritual Clowning on a Polynesian Island, a topic 
taken from his doctoral dissertation on Polynesian clowns 
and satirical comedies. Mr Hereniko, who was born on 
Rotuma, is probably the best-known English-language 
playwright working in the Pacific Islands today. During 
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his study leave from the Department of Languages and 
Literature at the University of the South Pacific, he held a 
USIA research internship award with Pacific Islands 
Studies and the East-West Center for the past year. Mr 
Hereniko's published works include South Pacific 
Islanders (with Patricia Hereniko ); Two Plays: A Child for 
Iva/Sera's Choice; Don't Cry, Mama; and The Monster and 
Other Plays. Mr Hereniko's seminar was co-sponsored 
with the East-West Center's Institute of Culture and 
Communication, and the Pacific Islands Development 
Program. 

On 24 January, co-sponsored with the Department of 
Anthropology and the East-West Center's Institute of 
Culture and Communication, Dr Gananath 
OBEYESEKERE gave a seminar on The Apotheosis of 
James Cook: European Mythmaking in the Pacific. Dr 
Obeyesekere is a professor of anthropology at Princeton 
University and is known for his work on the anthropology 
of Sri Lanka and South Asia. His recent books include 
Medusa's Hair and The Cult of the Goddess Patini. The 
topic of his seminar was based on his current research on 
the representation of Cook's voyages in the Pacific. 

Dr Cluny MACPHERSON, a 1990-91 Rockefeller Fellow 
at the Center, presented a seminar entitled, Samoan 
kinship in New Zealand, on 15 February. Dr Macpherson 
discussed some of the changes which have taken place in 
the way kin groups are organized as well as some of the 
factors which may explain them. Dr Macpherson, and his 
wife, La'avasa Macpherson, have been studying changes in 
the social organization of Samoan extended families in 
New Zealand for 25 years. They have published material 
on Samoan migration to New Zealand, youth suicide in 
Western Samoa, development in Western Samoa, and, 
most recently, Samoan Medical Belief and Practice (AUP, 
1990). 

Pacific Region Educational Laboratory (PREL): New 
Initiatives in Support of PacifiC Education, is the topic of a 
27 February seminar by Dr John W. KOPEL. PREL is a 
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nonprofit corporation for educational research and 
improvement, funded by the US Department of 
Education and serving Pacific children and educators in 
American Samoa, the Commonwealth of the Northern 
Mariana Islands, the Federated States of Micronesia, 
Guam, Hawai'i, the Republic of the Marshall Islands, and 
the Republic of Palau. Dr Kofel is the Executive Director 
of PREL, which began operation on 1 December 1990. 
He will be talking about what PREL has been funded to 
do and the ways in which PREL can work with others 
involved in education in the Pacific. 

NEW PUBLICATION 
The Summer 1990 issue of Pacific Island Voices: A 
Literary Newsletter, guest edited by Epi Enari Fuaau, is 
now available. This second issue of the newsletter focuses 
on Samoan writers including works by Albert Wendt, 
Momoe Von Reiche, Caroline Sinavaiana, Emma Kruse 
Va'ai and Epi Enari Fuaau. Individual subscriptions to 
the newsletter are US$5.00 for two issues and 
institutional subscriptions are US$10.00. Requests for 
copies should be sent to PO Box 11884, Honolulu, HI 
96828. 

BULLETIN BOARD 
Pacific Science Congress Call for Volunteers 
The XVII Pacific Science Congress, in conjunction with 
the University of Hawaii, the East-West Center, the 
Bishop Museum, and the Pacific Science Association will 
be held in Honolulu from 27 May to 2 June 1991. An 
estimated 2,000 participating scientists, scholars, policy 
makers, and members of the business community are 
expected to attend from around the world. The Congress 
is organized around six major themes: Global 
Environmental Change-Pacific Aspects; Population, 
Health and Social Change; Biological Diversity; Science and 
Culture; Technologies for the 21st Century; and Dynamics of 
the Earth and Heavens: The Pacific Arena. The Congress 

Please help us update our mailing list by sending us your address correction or the name of someone who wishes to receive 
our newsletter. Thank you! [ J Change for MYSELF [ J Address of a FRIEND 

Name: 

Title: 

Address: 

City: State: ___ _ Zip: ___ _ 

Country: 

3 



Pacific News from Manoa 

promises to be an exciting international, interdisciplinary 
event and provides a unique opportunity for graduate 
students in areas such as geography, anthropology, 
geology, astronomy, communications, medicine and 
public health, education, sociology, urban and regional 
planning, women's studies, history and Pacific Islands 
issues to participate in a major conference. The congress 
will be needing an extensive volunteer student staff. In 
addition to the experience of participating in the 
Congress, the registration fee will be waived for student 
volunteers. For more information, contact Amy 
HOWARTH at (808) 956-7526, Porteus Hall416. 

Pacific Manuscripts Bureau 
The Pacific Manuscripts Bureau is a non-profit 
organization established in 1968 to promote the 
preservation of unpublished manuscripts relating to the 
Pacific Islands. the Bureau aims to locate manuscript and 
other unpublished or semi-published material which may 
be of value, either now or in the future, to research 
workers engaged in any branch of Pacific studies, whether 
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historical, literary or scientific. Of particular concern to 
the Bureau are those documents at risk, either from 
adverse climatic conditions, insect infestation, civil unrest 
or simply deterioration through age or poor storage 
facilities. Materials of all kinds are sought: 
correspondence; note books and diaries; missionary, 
trading and shipping records; accounts and journals; 
grammars, dictionaries and vocabularies; genealogies and 
any other manuscripts written by Islanders in their own 
language. The material is copied by microfilming and 
then returned to the owner or deposited in a library or 
archive at the owner's direction. The microforms and 
publications are available for sale; price lists and short
title catalogues as well as the Bureau's occasional 
newsletter, Pambu, will be sent on request. For further 
information contact Mrs Gillian SCOTI, Pacific 
Manuscripts Bureau, Room 22, I Block, Research School 
of Pacific Studies, The Australian National University, 
GPO Box 4, Canberra, ACT 2601, Australia, or phone 
(61) 6-249-2521. 




