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“Farmer” speech and 
“Nomad” speech 

Stereotypes have their 
uses: 
•  Farmer speech: 

“innovative” 
•  Nomad speech: 

“archaic/conservative” 



A tale of two dialects 

Grotsang: A farmer 
dialect spoken by 
former nomads 

Mgolog: An 
archaic nomad 
dialect 



Defining the boundaries 
•  Difficult for both varieties 
•  Writing complicates things 
•  Defining features of Grotsang:  

•  Apicalized rhymes and onsets 
•  Possible tonogenesis 
•  Strong retention of original “Tibetan” lexemes 
•  More light verb and other complex verb structures 

 
•  Defining features of Mgolog: 

•  High retention of complex onsets 
•  Extremely centralized vowel space 
•  Strong retention of original “Tibetan” lexemes 
•  “Simple” verb structures 
•  ??? 

What are the implications? 
•  For the fieldworker 

•  May impact the consistency of data/analysis 
•  The need to draw lines 
•  Can contribute to the wealth of your description, documentation 
•  Stereotypes can be useful as well as distracting 

•  For the community 
•  Cultural/socio-economic lines matter 
•  Labels matter 
•  Language planning 
•  Language revitalization 

The researchers goals ≠ the community’s goals 
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