
displays of his work. Large silk 

pieces occupied McCarthy Mall 

which featured his famous silk 

tunnel, allowing UHM commu-

nity members to walk through 

and experience its vibrant colors.  

On January 17, Mānoa Arts and 

Minds sponsored, “Art and Sus-

tainability,” which was an event 

to celebrate the opening of Izu-

kura’s exhibit on the UHM cam-

pus. With more than 200 people 

in attendance, Izukura gave a 

lecture where he discussed the 

three guiding principles of his art: 

As the biggest program of the 

academic year, the Center for 

Japanese Studies hosted Mr. 

Akihiko Izukura, an interna-

tionally renown textile artist 

from Kyoto, Japan.  From 

January 15 to February 15, 

Izukura’s exhibit, titled “Life 

in Colors in Hawaiʻi 2012,” 

was displayed on the UHM 

campus and at the Academy 

Art Center at Linekona. 

Born into a family who, for 

many generations, weaved obi 

in Nishijin, Kyoto, Izukura is 

known for incorporating tra-

ditional Japanese weaving 

methods with a consciousness 

for the environment. Based 

on his philosophy of sustain-

ability, Izukura’s mission has 

taken him around the world, 

demonstrating his on-going 

dialogue with nature.  

CJS was honored to have Izu-

kura share his innovative tech-

niques with the larger UHM 

community, where he show-

cased indoor and outdoor 

compassion for life (思いやり

の美学),zero-waste (廃棄物

ゼロ),and sun and water 

circulation (太陽と水の循

環).  

Additionally, Izukura visited 

UHM art classes during his 

time in Hawaiʻi, where he 

shared this artistic method and 

philosophy. This was a rare 

opportunity for UHM art stu-

dents to work with Izukura 

and to use his natural dyes and 

silks. He also offered work-

shops for community mem-

bers at the Academy Art Cen-

ter at Linekona.  

The students at UHM and the 

Linekona Center were able to 

share their work during Izu-

kura’s final event which took 

place on February 15. They 

displayed beautiful interpreta-

tions of Izukura’s approach to 

art, showing their own grow-

ing dialogue with nature.  

ʻ

Photo of Izukura’s large silk pieces on the UHM campus 

Photo of the audience at Izukura’s lecture, “Art and Sustainability” 



On April 30, as the final event 

of the semester, CJS was 

pleased to host  Dr. Kazuko 

Kameda-Madar, who pre-

sented a talk, “Iconography of 

the Orchid Pavilion: Image, 

Text, and Ideology in Early 

Modern Japan.”  

Dr. Kameda-Madar received 

her Ph.D. from the Depart-

ment of Art History, Visual 

Art & Theory at the University 

of British Columbia.  

An experienced curator who 

has participated in projects in 

the U.S., Japan, and Israel, Dr. 

Kameda-Madar is a close friend 

of CJS and was the driving 

force behind the Utsushi sym-

posium two years ago.  

Her talk focused on the legen-

dary gathering of the Orchid 

Pavilion, an event in China in 

353 CE when Wang Xizhi in-

vited forty-one scholars to par-

ticipate in the annual Spring 

Purification Festival.  In the 

Tokugawa period, the 

“Orchid Pavilion” was an 

important and popular paint-

ing theme. Her presentation 

highlighted distinct icono-

graphies of the Tokugawa 

period to show how artists of 

the era incorporated this  

legendary gathering as a 

painting theme.  

developing a multidisciplinary 

approach for my research. This 

program has allowed me to 

study in various departments 

throughout the University and 

to gain insight about how dif-

ferent modes of academic in-

quiry approach questions 

about Japanese society from 

different perspectives. 

The numerous lectures, con-

ferences, symposiums, exhib-

its, performances and commu-

nity events organized and 

sponsored by CJS throughout 

the year bring students, re-

searchers, faculty and staff 

from all over the university 

together to create a thriving 

community of Japanese area 

scholars. 

Becoming a member of this 

As a MA Student in Japanese 

Literature, I am interested in 

how depictions of supernatural 

and religious themes in Japa-

nese Literature change and are 

re-contextualized during the 

period of incredible cultural 

transition from the late Edo, 

Meiji, Taishō up to the early 

Shōwa Period. 

Thanks to the Graduate Cer-

tificate Program offered by 

CJS, I have been able to en-

hance my degree program by 

community is one of the rea-

sons I am glad I am a student 

at UH Mānoa. 

CJS has also helped me by 

providing various kinds of 

academic and financial sup-

port. My first year of study at 

UH Mānoa was fully funded 

by a FLAS fellowship. CJS also 

provided financial support to 

attend the AAS Conference in 

2011. Participating in the semi-

annual Pecha-Kucha Night last 

year was a personal landmark 

for me. I have also often bene-

fited from being able to come 

to CJS faculty and staff for 

information and advice. I owe 

a tremendous debt of gratitude 

to CJS. Thank you for every-

thing! 

-Ms. Crystal Valliant 

 

J-Current 

CJS Graduate stu-
dents: Would you 
like to share your 
experiences in an 
upcoming J-
Current? We will 
be running a CJS 
Student Voices 
column in subse-
quent issues and 
would love to hear 
from you. Please 
email the editor at 
cjs@hawaii.edu  



Spring 2012 was very busy for COS as 

it was filled with Okinawa-related 

programming.  

As the largest event of the semester, 
the Center for Okinawan Studies or-
ganized a symposium called, “LABOR 
MIGRATION: Historical & Contem-
porary Issues From an ‘Islands’ Per-
spective,” which was held at the Cen-
ter for Korean Studies Auditorium on 
March 1 & 2, 2012. The symposium 
was held in joint collaboration with 
the University of the Ryukyus. The 
keynote speaker for the symposium 
was Dr. Gary Okihiro of Columbia 
University who gave the talk, “Labor 
Migration Transforms the World.” 
Sparking a lively Q&A session after-
wards, Dr. Okihiro’s lecture focused 
on labor migration and how it enabled 
the contemporary condition of trans-
national flows and movements. At the 
end of the day-and-a-half symposium, 
COS arranged an educational field trip 
for the participants, where they visited 
the Bishop Museum and the Hawaii 
Plantation Village .  

Additionally, COS had a lecture series, which 
consisted of four events. On February 9, 2012, 
Patrick Nakata Sensei and Charles Goodin 
Sensei gave a talk about the association of ka-
rate with Okinawan culture. They focused their 
talk on examining the social classes that prac-
ticed karate and how it was used to promote 
the Okinawan culture.   
 
Ryujin Mabuyer is a popular children’s action 
drama in Okinawa and has gained popularity in 
other parts of Japan as well.  The film version 
of it was shown in Hawaiʻi and this talk on 
February 21 was a primer to understanding the 
film.  UHM Professor Emerita of East Asian 
Languages and Literatures and former COS 
Director, Dr. Kyoko Hijirida, talked about 
how this film could be used to teach and learn 
Okinawan language.  
 
On March 15, two UHM graduate students 
presented their papers to the COS community 
before presenting them at an international con-
ference at Waseda University. David Nguyen, 
MA student in Geography and PhD student in 
Urban & Regional Planning, and Nika 
Nashiro, MA student in Political Science, were 
among a few graduate students from UHM 

who were invited to present papers at Wa-
seda University.   
 
Finally, on April 26, Eric Wada and Nor-
man Kaneshiro of Ukwanshin Kabudan, 
Okinawan culture organization, spoke about 
the group’s history, its mission/vision, what 
they do, and why they do it. The audience 
was treated to a live sanshin performance by 
Norman and Eric of an original composi-
tion. 

-Ms. Lynette  Teryuya 

trend in Japan was raised. Full-

time professionals in research 

organizations are being replaced 

with adjunct and temporary-

contract specialists. Rare materials 

are at increasing risk for disposal 

or withdrawal because of the lack 

of institutional memory and conti-

nuity. Also identified was the need 

for ongoing coordination between 

information users and specialists 

at museums, libraries, archives, 

and other information reposito-

ries.  

The presentation slides are avail-

able at the University of the Ryu-

kyu Repository:  

<http://ir.lib.u-ryukyu.ac.jp/

handle/123456789/117> 

 
-Ms. Tokiko Y. Bazzell 

The UHM Library organized the 

interna t iona l  pane l  se ss ion , 

"Transborder Resources on Oki-

nawa: From the past to the future for 

effective and sustainable resource 

development, access, and sharing.”  

It was part of the three day interna-

tional symposium from March 29th-

31st, called “Remembering 40 Years 

Since Reversion: Okinawan Studies 

Until Now, Okinawan Studies From 

Now On,” organized by Waseda 

University in Tokyo.  

The six panelists included Ms. Izumi 

Tytler, Oxford University Bodleian 

Japanese Library, Dr. Sachie Nogu-

chi, Columbia University C.V. Starr 

East Asian Library, Mr. Kazuhiko 

Nakamoto, Okinawa Prefectural 

Archives, Ms. Kumiko Koja and Ms. 

Chiharu Tomita, the University of 

the Ryukyu Library, and Tokiko Bazzell, the 

UHM Library. Each panelist discussed the 

Ryukyu/Okinawa resources within their re-

gions and institutions and efforts on collec-

tion development and resource sharing. Al-

though technology provides new opportuni-

ties to preserve and share materials, there 

remain issues that need to be addressed.  

For example, how digital data can be archived 

for long-term access and what will be the 

priority for preserving original materials once 

digitized? Further, a particularly alarming 

Photo Mr. Eric Wada and Mr. Norman Kaneshiro 
performing an original sanshin composition 
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Robert Huey (Center for Japa-
nese Studies). 
 
The panel, “Okinwan Language 
and Culture Courses and In-
structional Materials / Dictionar-
ies Development,” organized by 
Dr. Kyoko Hijirida (Professor 
Emerita, EALL) and moderated 
by Dr. Joyce Chinen (Center 
for Okinawan Studies), included 
papers by Dr. Stewart Curry 
(EALL) and Dr. K. Justin Ota 
(UHM Alumnus).  
 
The panel, “Multiple Views to-
ward the ‘Reversion’: The Issue 
of Okinawa’s Postwar Status and 
the Positionality of Okinawans 
with Transnational/Transborder 
Experiences” included one UH 
presenter: Kinuko Maehara 
Yamazato (PhD Candidate, 
Sociology). 
 
The panel, “Transborder Re-
sources on Okinawa: From the 
Past to the Future for Effective 
and Sustainable Resource Devel-

UH made a strong showing at 
the symposium “Remembering 
40 Years Since Reversion”: 
Okinawan Studies Until Now; 
Okinawan Studies from Now 
on,” was held at Waseda Uni-
versity from March 29th 
through the 31st. Fourteen UH 
students, faculty, and alumni 
gave presentations on a wide 
range of topics, joining col-
leagues from other universities 
throughout the world in one of 
the largest Okinawan Studies 
conferences in recent years. 
 
The most noticeable feature of 
the symposium, funded by the 
Japan Foundation, was the 
large proportion of young 
scholars presenting their re-
search. Most UHM students 
and faculty received funding 
from one or more of the fol-
lowing sources: the Center for 
Japanese Studies, the Japan 
Studies Endowment, the Cen-
ter for Okinawan Studies, the 
Okinawan Studies WUB En-

dowment, the Matsuro and Tsu-
ruko Nakasone Endowment, 
the College of Languages, Lin-
guistics and Literature, the Uni-
versity Research Council, and 
the UH Graduate Student Or-
ganization.  We are grateful for 
this broad institutional support 
for Okinawan Studies.  
 
The panel, “Struggle for Our 
‘Okinawan Studies’: Viewed 
from Uchinaa Unai (Okinawan 
Women) Today,” included pa-
pers by three UH students: 
Rinda Yamashiro Kayatani 
(Ph.D. student, Sociology); Chi-
hiro Sakihara (Ph.D. Student, 
American Studies); and Me-
gumi Chibana (MA student, 
Indigenous Politics Program).   
 
The panel, “Knowledge, Tech-
nology and Transnationality: Re
-thinking Hawaii-Okinawa Rela-
tions in the Cold War and Post-
Cold War Asia-Pacific Con-
texts,” featured Dr. Mire Koi-
kari (Women’s Studies) and Dr. 

CJS Director Bob Huey visited 

Kyoto in late March to thank 

Urasenke for their strong sup-

port during his years as direc-

tor. While there, he was invited 

to participate in the annual 

memorial ceremony for Sen no 

are shown for 20 seconds 
each. An anticipated 
event every semester, 
Pecha Kucha is an opportu-
nity where the entire CJS 
community gets together 
in a casual environment. 
This semester’s partici-
pants include six CJS 
faculty and graduate stu-
dents: Ms. Tokiko 
Bazzell (UHM Library) 
presented “Japan-U.S.: 
Through the Eyes of a 

On Friday, April 20, CJS 
hosted the semi-annual 
event, Pecha Kucha. With 
over 30 CJS faculty, gradu-
ate students, and commu-
nity members in atten-

dance, it was a successful 
night. Pecha Kucha is a 
presentat ion format 
where a speaker presents 
their chosen research 
topic in 20 slides which 

Child”; Dr. Yuma To-
tani (Associate Profes-
sor of History) pre-
sented “Trial of Em-
peror Hirohito?: Revis-
iting the Allied Policy”; 
Dr. Gay Satsuma 
(Associate  Director of  
C J S )  p r e s e n t e d 
“Portrayals of Prostitu-
tion in Three Japanese 
Literary Works”; Mr. 
Stevie Suan (MA stu-
dent, Asian Studies) 

presented “Taking the 
Flower: The Influence of 
Noh Aesthetics in the Meiji 
Period as seen through Tsu-
kioka Yoshitoshi’s Wood-
block Prints ; Mr. Kei Ima-
fuku (MA Student, Asian 
S t u d i e s )  p r e s e n t e d 
“Japanese and International 
Dimensions of Pokemon”; 
and Mr. James Scanlon-
Canegata presented “A 
Brief Cosmology of Kofuku 
no kagaku.”  

opment, Access, and Sharing,” 
was moderated by and included 
a paper from Ms. Tokiko Y. 
Bazzell (UHM Library).   
 
Additionally, the following UH 
students and faculty presented 
individual papers at the confer-
ence:  Dr. Lonny Carlile (CJS/
Asian Studies Program); David 
Nguyen (Ph.D. student, Urban 
Planning); Russell Uyeno 
(Dean of the Communications 
and Services Programs, Hono-
lulu Community College); Nika 
Nashiro (MA student, Political 
Science). The following alumni 
also gave presentations: Masao 
Maeshiro (Alumnus, UH 
Graduate Program in Clinical 
Studies; recently retired Direc-
tor of Chubu Hospital) ; Kyle 
Ikeda (Ph.D., EALL, UHM; 
now at the University of Ver-
mont) ; and Manako Ogawa 
(MA, American Studies, UHM; 
now at Reitsumeikan Univer-
sity)  

Rikyū, known as the Rikyūki. 

(In the picture, Grand Master 

Sen Sōshitsu XVI waits to 

prepare tea, while Hōunsai 

Daisōshō – Dr. Sen – prays to 

the image of Sen no Rikyū in 

the tokonoma.)  

(Left to Right): Mr.. 
Kei Imafuku, Dr. 
Yuma Totani,  Ms. 
Tokiko Bazzell, Mr. 
Stevie Suan, Dr. Gay 
Satsuma; not pic-
tured: Mr. James 
Scanlon-Canegata 



Work) received the Lampson Global 
Fund and East-West Center Field Re-
search Fund for field research. His arti-
cle, “The Plight of Ainu, Indigenous Peo-
ple of Japan” was published in the Jour-
nal of Indigenous Social Development in Janu-
ary 2012. 

Crystal Valliant (MA student, Depart-
ment of East Asian Languages and Lit-
eratures) presented a paper titled, 
“Tōno’s Geography of Distance and 
Isolation: Creating a Place of Fushigi in 
the Early 20th Century Discourse” at the 
16th Annual LLL Conference, “Language 
and Community.”   

Shinji Kojima (PhD Student, Sociology) 

published "Komyuniti Yunion ni yoru 

'Haken-g ir i '  n i  ta i suru Tor i-

kumi." (Working Through the Law, 

Around the Law, and to Change the 

Law: Analysis of Community Unions' 

Involvement in Temp Work Issues.) in 

Ohara Shakai Mondai Kenkyujo Zasshi 

v.642: 14-29.  

Kei Imafuku (MA student, Asian Stud-

ies)  was awarded a CJS graduate student 

travel grant to present his paper 

"Contrasting Approaches to Chinese 

Character Reform: Insights into Charac-

ter Simplification in China from the Japa-

nese Experience" at the University of Colo-

rado, Boulder Asian Studies Graduate Asso-

ciation Conference on March 2-3, 2012.   

Yoko Wang (PhD candidate, Sociology) is 
the recipient of the CJS Fellowship in the 
2011-2012 academic year, and is completing 
her dissertation field research in Japan. She 
will present a paper titled "Constitutional 
rights awakened?: A field report from Kyūjō 
no kai activities in Japan" in the Law & 
Society Associations Annual Meeting in Hono-
lulu in June 5-8, 2012.  

Vince Okada (PhD candidate, Social 

works in Leaving Violence while 
Sustaining Movement Iden-
tity”  Mobilization: The International 
Quarterly Review of Social Movement 
Research. Vol. 17 (1) pp. 489-507 
March 2012.   

Dr. John Szostak (Art History) 
gave a paper entitled "The Shinko-
ten Art Exhibition as an Index of 
Tradition and Modernity in Meiji-
era Kyoto" at the 2012 AAS confer-
ence in Toronto. He also took part 
in a public workshop entitled 
"Impossible Purities: Modern East 
Asian Art and the Question of Ar-
tistic Medium" at the University of 
Chicago on April 28th, contributing 
a paper entitled "Nihonga and the 
Pigment Problem: Evolving No-
tions of Mineral Pigments in Mod-
ern Japanese Painting." 

In addition to her participation in 

the Okinawa symposium, Ms. To-

kiko Bazzell (UHM Library) pre-

sented as an instructor for the Jun-

ior Japanese Studies Librarians 

Training workshop at the Univer-

sity of Toronto on March 13.  It 

was a pre-AAS workshop. Her 

presentation was called, “Making 

Things Happen-Librarians as pro-

ject managers.” 

Dr. Michel Mohr (Religion) pub-

lished an article, “Plowing the Zen 

Field: Trends since 1989 and 

Emerging Perspectives,” in Religion 

Compass, 6/2, pp. 113-124. The 

URL for this journal: http://

religion-compass.com/ The URL 

with the abstract of this article: 

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/

doi/10.1111/j.1749-8171.2011.00335.x/

abstract 

Dr. Mire Koikari (Sociology) also pub-
lished an article, “’The World is Our 
Campus’: Michigan State University and 
Cold War Home Economics in US-
Occupied Okinawa, 1945-1972,” has 
just come out of Gender&History, 
April 2012.  In addition to this, Dr. 
Koikari was recently notified that she 
will be receiving the Japan Foundation 
research fellowship which she will use 
for her research in Okinawa during the 
Spring 2013 semester.   

Dr. Patricia Steinhoff (Sociology) has 
received a Manoa Chancellor's Citation 
for Meritorious Teaching this year.  She 
also has a newly published journal arti-
cle: Zwerman, Gilda and Patricia G. 
Steinhoff, “The Remains of the Move-
ment: The Role of Legal Support Net-

also be able to look into the treasure 

trove of texts in Keio, Tokyo and 

Waseda university libraries as well as 

the National Diet Library. Although 

I have conducted some promising 

preliminary research using the re-

sources available in Hawai'i, I am 

very much looking forward to arriv-

ing in Japan and getting started in 

earnest. 

-by Mr. Christopher Smith 

Mr. Christopher Smith (PhD Candi-

date, Department of East Asian 

Languages and Literatures) is the new 

Akihito Scholarship recipient. Mr. 

Smith was kind enough to  share his 

plans before the scholarship period.  

I am preparing to head to Japan 

in August after teaching during 

the summer sessions. While in 

Japan I plan to conduct my dis-

sertation research on anachro-

nism (things "out of their time") 

in Edo period (1600-1868) and 

contemporary literature. I will 

study at the National Institute 

of Japanese Literature in Tokyo. 

I am looking forward to work-

ing with researchers there, as 

well as diving into NIJL's library 

resources, which are formidable, 

especially in Edo source texts. 

Being in Tokyo means I will 

http://www.lll.hawaii.edu/lllconference/
http://religion-compass.com/
http://religion-compass.com/
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1749-8171.2011.00335.x/abstract
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1749-8171.2011.00335.x/abstract
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1749-8171.2011.00335.x/abstract
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Miki Ogasawara, an accom-
plished calligrapher. She was 
assisted by Gladys Nakahara and 
five graduate students who vol-
unteered their time.  
 
After learning about the philoso-
phy behind the art of calligraphy, 
the proper posture, and the dif-
ferent styles of calligraphy, the 
students practiced writing vari-
ous characters in different styles 
using the calligraphy brush and 
paper.  At the end of the hour-
long workshop, each student left 
with his own calligraphy piece on 
a proper shikishi board, a greater 
understanding of the art of cal-
ligraphy, and a big smile. 
 

-Ogasawara-sensei and Naka-

hara-sensei, EALL 

On January 31, twenty-five 
students from Kamehameha 
schools participated in a 
workshop on shōdō, the art of 
calligraphy, hosted by the 
Japanese Section of the De-
partment of East Asian Lan-
guages and Literatures.  These 
students were part of approxi-

mately 380 students from 
Kamehameha Middle School 
who visited the University of 
Hawaiʻi at Mānoa to explore 
the world cultures and lan-
guages that are taught here. 
 
The calligraphy workshop was 
led by EALL faculty member 

graphical as well as intellectual 
borders.  
 
CJS awarded the annual Edward 
Seidensticker Award—a prize 
given to the best paper  in Japa-
nese studies—to Mr. Dexter 
Thomas from Cornell Univer-
sity who presented, “NIGGAS 
AND JAPS: Race, Identity, and 
the Right Wing in Japanese Hip-
Hop.” Additionally, Mr. Sean 
Casey from UHM was runner-
up for the award and Joanna 
Kriese from the University of 
Victoria received an honorable 
mention.  

The 23rd Annual School of 
Pacific and Asian Studies 
(SPAS) Graduate Student 
Conference, titled “Asia/
Pacific Junctures: Challenging 
Notions of Regionalism and 
Interdisciplinarity,” took place 
at the Center for Korean Stud-

ies on April 11-13.   
 
Graduate Students from 
around the world attended the 
conference and shared a wide 
range of research, highlighting 
the breadth of work being 
done by the next generation of 
Asia-Pacific scholars.  
 
Dr. Caroline Hau, an associ-
ate professor at the Center for  
Southeast Asian Studies at 
Kyoto University, gave a 
thought-provoking keynote 
address which emphasized the 
importance of challenging geo-

Sharpie Cakes” from the collec-

tion, Blind Willow, Sleeping Woman.  

Immediately following the event, 

an autograph signing took place, 

giving a rare opportunity for the 

entire UHM community to meet 

this prolific writer.   

On April 10, the 2011-2012 

Visiting Writer for the UH 

Department of East Asian 

Languages and Literatures, 

H a r u k i  M u r a k a m i —

arguably Japan’s most famous 

living writer—gave a talk and 

a reading at the UHM campus 

ballroom.  

In an audience of more than 

300 people,  Mr. Murakami 

gave a brief lecture about the 

nature of his work, which was 

then followed by a reading of 

two short stories: “The Mirror” 

and “The Rise and Fall of 



Mathew Manakō Tanaka (undergraduate student, 

Hawaiian Language and Travel Industry Management) 

and Aurora Tsai (MA student, Second Language 

Studies) have been selected for the Ehime Prefectural 

International Center (EPIC) Summer Internship. They 

will be in Ehime Prefecture from mid-May until the 

end of August. Their primary duties include working at 

the Ehime Prefectural International Center, participat-

ing in community events and festivals, teaching at the 

English camp, and promoting Hawaiian culture 

throughout the area.   

Pictured: Mathew Manakō Tanaka (Left) and  Aurora 

Tsai (Right) prior to departing Honolulu for Ehime 

Prefecture.   

were inducted into JNHS:  

Nina Ying Shao, Courtney Shi-

gemi Honda, and Aaron James 

Cruz Sualog.  

Congratulations to the new JNHS 

members!  

Three UHM students were in-

ducted into the Japanese National 

Honor Society (JNHS) at the end 

of the Spring 2012 semester. 

Graduating Japanese majors, they 

were honored during a reception 

in the Tokioka Room.  

Membership in the JNHS is re-

served for students who maintain a 

3.5 GPA in Japanese classes and an 

overall GPA of 3.0. They must also 

be enrolled in Japanese language 

courses throughout their final se-

mester. The following students 

Ayano Kawagoe (JPN 350):  
「波」 

それは海の表情 

七色の顔を持つ 

素晴らしい役者 

 

時には太陽の輝きをうけ 

うつくしくかがやき 

人々に希望をあたえる 

 

時には静かにそこにたたずみ 

人々の心の闇をうけとめ 

やさしく洗い流してくれる 

しかし 時に波は 

人々に大きな試練をくだす 

 

大きな波は木々をものみ込み 

全てを押し流してしまう 

 
それは海の怒りかもしれない 

そのメッセージを見逃さなければ 

未然に防げたかもしれない 

 
けれど今 

復興とういう中に 

The Department of East Asian 
Languages and Literatures held 
the Fourteenth Annual Japanese 
Poetry Contest this semester. 
The panel of judges for the 
2012 Japanese Poetry Contest 
distributed 31 awards to stu-
dents in all levels of Japanese 
courses from hundreds of sub-
missions.   
 
Gabriel Cohen in JPN 202 
won the Sen Soshitsu Poetry-
Award, Alexis Okamura in 
JPN 102 was selected for the 
Literature Faculty Haiku Prize, 
Justin Kanda in JPN 202 and 
Sarah Nelkin in JPN 402 were 
given the Perry Ishigaki Choko-
Haiku Prize, and Ayano Ka-
wagoe in JPN 350 was selected 
for the Special Award Prize.  
Each winning poem is reprinted 
here: 

Gabriel Cohen (JPN 202):  
「海洋」 

遠い海 

見えない島が 

僕を待つ 

 
Alexis Okamura (JPN 102): 

冬の夜に 

きみのとなりに 

あたたかい 

 
Justin Kanda (JPN 202):  

雲のない 

果てしない空 

見上げたら 

会えぬあなたと 

繋がっている 

 
Sarah Nelkin (JPN 402): 

「硝子の空」 

あの夜に 

星の欠片が 

輝いて 

瞳に落ちて 

涙溢れる 

芽生えた小さな光を 

そして祈りを 

たやすことなく 

伝えていかなければならない 

 

この時代という名の 

うねりの中て 

 
In addition to these awards, 
There were also individual win-
ners at the different Japanese 
level divisions. Starlani Kahu-
moku was the winner at the 
Japanese 100 level, Sean Oka-
moto at the 200 level, Ayami 
Yamauchi at the 300 level, and 
Rocelle Ohata at the 400 level.  
 
The poetry committee this year 
was Ms. Masami Lachmann, 
Ms. Misako Steverson, Ms. 
Hiromi Uchida, Ms. Miki 
Ogasawara, and Ms. Grace 
Ray.  



If you would like to receive CJS announcements by e-mail, you can become a part of the CJS 

listserv by e-mailing the Center at cjs@hawaii.edu with a subject heading of “E-mail Flyer.” In 

the body of the message, please include your name, preferred title (Dr. Mr. Ms. etc.), your affilia-

tion (faculty, student, community, etc.), and regular (snail mail) contact address. If you prefer to 

receive the newsletter as a hard copy and flyers by email, please indicate your preferences. If you 

know someone who would like to be on our mailing list, please let us know.   

Note: This issue of J-Current is available in color as an Adobe PDF file on our website by follow-

ing the J-Current link.  
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