
: Mr. Ryan Buyco (MA stu-

dent in Asian studies), Mr. 

Robert Mamada (PhD stu-

dent in Sociology), and Mr. 

Chris Smith (PhD student in 

East Asian Language and Lit-

erature).   

With well over thirty people in 

attendance, the food and re-

freshments quickly ran out. 

Nevertheless, it was a very 

successful night. Watch for 

our next Pecha Kucha in 2012.  

As one of the first events of 

the academic year, CJS held its 

second Pecha Kucha event on 

September 2nd. It was a lively 

evening where CJS faculty and 

graduate students had an op-

portunity to enjoy each others’ 

company in a relaxed atmos-

phere.  

Pecha Kucha is a challenging 

presentation format where a 

speaker presents her/his re-

search in twenty slides for 

 twenty seconds each. At last 

year’s Pecha Kucha, only gradu-

ate students participated; CJS 

faculty also presented their 

research in the event this time.   

The evening featured six 

speakers, three professors: CJS 

Director Dr. Robert Huey, 

Dr. Michel Mohr of the Re-

ligion department, and Dr. 

Christine Yano of the An-

thropology department,  along 

with three graduate students 

studies at UH, President Green-

wood presented Ryudai Presi-

dent Iwamasa a replica of the 

Hawaiian voyaging canoe, Hō-

kūle’a, which was inscribed with 

the  motto “One ocean, one 

people.”   

A UH Hawaiian Protocol Team 

was also present for the event 

and recited an oli (a Hawaiian 

chant), performed a dance with 

a paddle, and ended with a Mele 

(a general word for a Hawaiian 

song), which was composed for 

this occasion. They also per-

From October 11-13, UH 

President Greenwood went 

on a three-day visit to Oki-

nawa. Along with the UH 

delegation (which included 

Dr. Robert Huey and Dr. 

Gay Satsuma of CJS), they 

visited several historic and 

cultural destinations such as 

Shuri Castle and the Prefec-

tural Museum (please see story 

on page 3).  

On October 13, accompanied 

by Hawaiʻi Governor Neil 

Abercrombie and the rest of 

the UH  delegation, President 

Greenwood received an hon-

orary doctorate from the Uni-

versity of the Ryukyus 

(Ryudai). At the ceremony, as 

a gesture of appreciation for 

the two bronze Shisha that 

Ryudai gave to UH (which 

will hopefully be seen on cam-

pus next year), in addition to 

their support of Okinawan 

formed a hula  noho (a seated 

hula).  

It was truly a moving event, 

especially as Governor Aber-

crombie delivered his speech 

focusing on oceans uniting, 

and of similar peoples facing 

similar challenges. President 

Greenwood also gave a speech 

and spoke of the ways Univer-

sity of the Ryukyus and the 

University of Hawaiʻi can face 

these challenges together.  

(Left to right): UH 
President Green-
wood, University of 
the Ryukyus Presi-
dent Iwamasa, and 
Hawaiʻi Governor 
Neil Abercrombie 
at President Green-
wood’s Honorary 
Doctorate cere-



It was another busy semester 

for CJS as we hosted a variety 

of seminars during the fall 

2011 semester.  

We kicked off our series with 

Professor Motoshige Itoh of 

Tokyo University’s Faculty of 

Economics.  He presented a 

talk entitled, “Japan’s Econ-

omy After the Disaster,” on  

August 29, where he discussed 

the recent disaster in Japan and 

its implications to the Asia-

Pacific region. The lecture was 

followed by a roundtable dis-

cussion with UH graduate 

students.  

On September 23, Dr. Wil-

liam Ridgeway, a UHM 

alumni, was welcomed back by 

his former colleagues and 

teachers of East Asian Lan-

guage and Literature. He pre-

sented a talk about his transla-

tion of Natsume Soseki’s 

Nowaki, and proposed that this 

work may have very well served 

as a blueprint for Soseki’s other 

novels.  

Independent scholar, Dr. Mara 

Miller, presented her talk on 

September  30 ent i t led , 

“Terrible Knowledge: Using 

Japanese Anime to Teach 

WWII without Traumatizing 

Students.” Her talk sparked a 

busy Q&A session, bringing up 

discussions concerning teach-

ing methodology and ethics.  

Professor and Graduate Chair 

of Sociology, Professor 

Patricia Steinhoff gave a very 

informative talk  on October 7 

entitled, “Cross-Purposes or 

Complentarity?” She discussed 

the relationship between area 

studies and the disciplines, 

using research she conducted 

for the Japan Foundation.  

Our last CJS seminar was with 

Assistant Professor of Japa-

nese Yumiko Tateyama, who 

presented “Pragmatic Appro-

priateness of Simultaneously 

Interpreted President Obama’s 

Speeches,” on October 25.  

Professor Tateyama’s talk ex-

plored the issue of interpreted 

utterances in the Japanese in-

terpretation of President 

Obama’s speeches and its im-

plications to interpreters train-

ing.  

pan, but fewer universities 

have experts in all the fields 

that explore Japan. This is 

what UHM has to offer, and it 

is the Center for Japanese 

Studies that brings this all to 

the foreground. Through lec-

tures, talks, seminars, symposi-

ums, performances and events, 

the Center for Japanese Stud-

ies has brought these layers 

together into a tangible experi-

ence that has greatly aided me 

in my understanding of Japan, 

Japan Studies, and the region 

around it. In particular, 

the Utsushi and Kabuki sympo-

siums have greatly affected me, 

educating and inspiring new 

directions for my own work. 

To this day, I still return to 

some of the themes and sub-

jects that were discussed dur-

ing these symposiums. Is not 

Japan, like any other place, is 

comprised of a complex mix-

ture of history, culture, art, 

economics, politics, language, 

theater, and literature—an 

endless list of overlapping 

layers that create the “Japan” 

that is and was, interacting 

with the region and world 

around it. Many universities 

have departments that have 

experts in a few of the areas 

that make up the study of Ja-

the experience of "imitating" a 

longstanding tradition in Asian 

art artistically valuable? As 

someone who studies Noh 

from a literary perspective, 

how would that change if I 

never attended Noh but only 

practiced it? The recent 

play The Cocktail Party truly 

brought to light the power that 

literature can hold regarding a 

political situation, and brings 

to light a conversation that 

many do not know even ex-

isted. Through an interdiscipli-

nary approach, through events 

that I can attend and partici-

pate in, CJS has not only en-

riched my experience as a stu-

dent studying Japan, but has 

fundamentally altered how and 

why I study it.   

-Mr. Stevie Suan 
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CJS Graduate stu-
dents: Would you 
like to share your 
experiences in an 
upcoming J-
Current? We will 
be running a CJS 
Student Voices 
column in subse-
quent issues and 
would love to hear 
from you. Please 
email the editor at 
cjs@hawaii.edu  



The Center for Okinawan 
Studies has been kept busy 
with several major activities 
this semester. 
 
During the Labor Day week-
end (September 3-4, 2011), 
COS participated for a second 
year at the Hawaii United Oki-
nawa Association’s annual 
Okinawan Festival which was 
held at Kapiolani Park.  COS 
partnered with UH’s Manoa 
Journal to promote the newest 
issue of Manoa Journal, Living 
Spirit, at the festival.  Co-
editors of both books, UH’s 
Dr. Frank Stewart and Univer-
sity of the Ryukyus Professor 
Katsunori Yamazato, were on 
hand to autograph books. 
 
On September 22, 2011, the 
Center for Okinawan Studies 

kicked off its lecture series with 
a talk by Dr. Alfred Yama 
Kina. His talk was titled, 
“Shuri, The Capital or (Why I 

love Shui Uēguni 首里親

国).” Shuri was the old capi-

tal of Okinawa when it was 
known as the sovereign king-
dom of Ryukyu. He spoke to a 
full room about his observa-
tions and experiences he gained 
while living in Shuri in the early 
1980s. 
 
In October, COS was a proud 
co-sponsor of the premiere 
performance of The Cocktail 
Party, a play by author/
playwright Tatsuhiro Oshiro.  
There were two performances 
by the Mānoa Readers / Thea-
tre Ensemble:  the first per-
formance on Wednesday, Oc-
tober 26, 2011, at the Hawai’i 

Okinawa Center, and a second 
performance at UHM’s Orvis 
Auditorium on Thursday, Oc-
tober 27.  Altogether, a total of 
nearly 400 people attended the 
performances on both nights.  
The playwright, Mr. Oshiro, 
was the first author from Oki-
nawa to win the Akutagawa 
Prize, a prestigious Japanese 
literary award. 
On November 17, Dr. Masato  
Ishida of the UH Department  

of Philosophy gave a talk 
about Ifa Fuyū often refered 
to as the “Father of Okinawan 
Studies,” as part of the De-
partment of East Asian Lan-
guages and Literatures’ EALL 
Talk Series.  COS was a co-
sponsor of this event.  Dr. 
Ishida gave an informative and 
thoughtful presentation about 
Ifa Fuyū from a philosophical 
viewpoint. 
 

-Ms. Lynette Teruya  

the 7th was clearly illustrated. It was an 
amazing twist of fate that the Uchima line-
age document was reunited with their an-
cestor in the Sakamaki/Hawley Collection 
after so many years across the Pacific. Ac-
cording to the Okinawa Prefectural Mu-
seum curator and Okinawan studies schol-
ars, this is the first time a specific individual 
described in kafu has been matched with a 
scroll depiction at the same institution. 
 
The digital version of the document will be 
soon available at the Library's web site for 
research community worldwide. For more 
information, please contact Ms. Tokiko Y. 
Bazzell, Japan Studies Librarian at Hamil-
ton Library tokiko@hawaii.edu. 
 

-Ms. Tokiko Bazzell 

A recent collaboration with the Okinawa 
Prefectural Museum & Art Museum cre-
ated a lot of excitement across the Pacific. 
 
The Uchima Family Document project 
began in November 2010 when the 
Uchima family donated a rare family line-
age document to the Library. The Uchi-
mas are now 4th and 5th generations of 
Okinawan Americans, whose 1st genera-
tion arrived in Hawaii from Okinawa 
(formerly the Ryukyu Kingdom) in the 
early 1900s. This 18th century lineage 
document bears the seals of the Ryukyu 
Kingdom. In Okinawa, these family line-

age documents are known as "kafu 家

譜", and they were sanctioned only for 

"shizoku 士族"rank families engaged in 

matters related to the Kingdom. It is 
thought that perhaps 3,000 such docu-
ments once existed, but many did not 
survive the devastation of WWII battles 
in Okinawa. 
 
The project helped to strengthen relation-
ships with the institutions and people in 
Okinawa but it also brought a new dis-
covery to the Library. The Uchima docu-

ment was identified as the "Mōsei Kafu 毛姓

家譜 (Family Lineage Document of the Mō 

Clan) and their ancestor, Uchima the 7th was 
a member of the historically significant 1710 
Prince Misato and Prince Tomigusuku's Pro-
cession to Edo Castle. The Library's Saka-
maki/Hawley Collection coincidentally has a 
scroll depicting this very procession that was 
restored and digitized in 2006 in partnership 
with the National Museum of Japanese His-
tory (see also J-Current Spring 2007). When 
we examined the procession scroll, Uchima 

Document after restoration 

Uchima the 7th depicted in 1710 

Document before restoration 

Okinawan play-
wright and author, 
Oshiro Tatsuhiro 
(pictured center) 

with the cast of The 
Cocktail Party 

mailto:tokiko@hawaii.edu
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 Korea) with scholars who 
specialize in Inner Asia and 
Okinawa; second, to demon-
strate that the disciplines of 
philology and historical lin-
guistics are not dead, but are 
thriving; and third, to intro-
duce UH students to linguistic 
fields that are either underrep-
resented or not represented at 
UH.   
 
One of the successes of the 
workshop is that everyone, 
including the presenters, 
learned a great deal from each 
other. Professor King empha-
sized that philology is an “art 
of slow reading,” and this was 
echoed in Professor Ölmez’s 
presentation, where he dem-
onstrated that careful exami-

nation of texts often lead to 
the elimination of hapax le-
gomenon—words that are 
believed to occur only once 
in a written language. Dr. 
Georg demonstrated how 
language change influences 
the transmission of the text, 
an often poorly understood 
subject. Professor Shimabu-
kuro demonstrated how 
careful study of different 
chronological layers of a 
given text allows us to date a 
particular phonetic shift in 
the history of Okinawan 
language. Professor Park 
introduced new varieties of 
Confucian and Daoist clas-
sics preserved on bamboo 
strips. Professor Vovin of-
fered a new interpretation of 
an enigmatic Classical Japa-
nese poem, and demon-
strated how our knowledge 
of early ethnolinguistic his-
tory of Japan could be sig-
nificantly altered. 

On September 14-15, an inter-
national workshop entitled, 
Modern Perspectives on ancient 
East Asian Languages, was held 
at the University of Hawaiʻi 
campus. It brought  together 
four internationally renowned 
l ingui s ts  f rom Canada 
(Professor Ross King), Ger-
many (Dr. Stefan Georg), Oki-
nawa (Professor Moriyo Shi-
mabukuro, pictured above), 
and Turkey (Professor Meh-
met Ölmez), in addition to 
two local participants, Profes-
sor Haeree Park and Professor 
Alexander Vovin.  
 
The workshop had three main 
goals: first, to bring together  
Scholars who specialize in 
East Asia (China, Japan, and  

With the National Institute for 

Japanese Language and Lin-

guistics (NINJAL), CJS co-

sponsored an international 

symposium entitled, Interdisci-

plinary Approaches to Oral History 

Data, which was held on Au-

gust 28th at the UHM campus. 

The purpose of the sympo-

sium was to  incorporate oral 

history data to the field of 

linguistics, specifically focusing 

on Japanese language in 

Hawaiʻi.  

One of the speakers was UHM 

Center for Oral History Direc-

tor, Dr. Warren Nishimoto 

(pictured left) who presented, 

“Oral History Interviews with 

Japanese in Hawaiʻi” with his 

wife Dr. Michiko Nishimoto.  

 



Sarah McClimon (PhD candidate, 

Ethnomusicology) is currently teaching 

in the College of Comparative Cul-

tures, University of Tsukuba, Japan.  

She presented a paper in November 

entitled, “War Memories Revisited: 

Hybrid Nationalism and Discourses of 

Cultural Purity in Japanese War Song 

Festivals” as part of the panel Recovering 

and Composing Musical Hybridity through 

Histories of Music and Violence at the 

Society for Ethnomusicology Annual 

Meeting in Philadelphia. She also re-

cently filed her doctoral dissertation 

and will graduate this semester.  

Laura Specker (PhD Philosophy stu-

dent) presented a paper entitled: “The 

Practice of Informed Consent in Japan 

and the United States” at the 12th 

Asian Bioethics Conference in Taipei, 

Taiwan on September 30.  

Kaoru N. Villa (PhD candidate, Japa-

nese Literature)  published a journal 

article in Japanese entitled: “Toshiyori 

zuinō ni okeru arima no miko no se-

tsuwa—Iwashiro no musubi matsu o 

megutte.”  The article can be accessed 

from the site, KURENAI: Kyoto Uni-

versity Research Information Reposi-

tory.   

Additionally, she was selected as one of 

three research presenters at the 28th 

Semiannual Conference for Chūko bun-

gakukai, Kansai branch, which was held 

at Tezukayama University in Nara on 

June 11.  She presented a paper entitled, 

“Toshiyori zuinō to uta・uta kotoba no 

fu no sayō—kyōji to kinki no kotoba no 

kankei o megutte.”  

Malgorzata Citko (PhD candidate, 

Japanese Literature)  received the Japa-

nese Foundation Japanese Studies Fellow-

ship From January 2012-February 2013. 

She will be studying at the National Insti-

tute of Japanese Literature (Kokubungaku 

Kenkyū Shiryōkan) in Tokyo, Japan.   

Travis Seifman (MA student, Art History) 

presented the paper “Hokusai Ryukyu Hak-

kei: Imagined Ryukyuan Landscapes” at a 

graduate student symposium hosted by the 

Terasaki Center for Japanese Studies at 

UCLA. The theme of the symposium was 

“Utopias and the Japanese Imaginary” and 

was held on October 11.  

Additionally, Mr. Seifman was invited to 

speak at a graduate student panel for the 

Western Museums Association Conference 

at the Honolulu Convention Center in late 

September.  His paper was entitled: 

“Okinawa Prefectural Museum: Native 

Voices or National Narrative.”  

gage, and motivate students to high 

levels of achievement.  

Dr. Christine Yano also received an 

award, the 2011 Regents’ Medal for 

Excellence in Teaching for employ-

ing what she terms a “Rashomon ap-

proach” to her teaching practices. Ad-

ditionally, she curated an exhibit enti-

tled: “Obama no Obama: Politics, 

Goods, and Celebrity,” which exam-

ines the role of commoditization in 

global political processes. The exhibit 

was displayed from November 5-

December 2 at the Japanese Cultural 

Center of Hawaiʻi.  

Last June Dr. Michel Mohr (Religion) 

convened a panel entitled "Buddhist 

Constructions of ‘Rational Religion’ 

across East Asia" for the XVIth Con-

gress of the International Association of 

Buddhist Studies in Taiwan. This con-

ference was hosted by Dharma Drum 

Buddhist College between June 20 and 

June 25, 2011. Michel Mohr's paper 

was entitled "Between Skillful Adjust-

ment and Distortion: Nineteenth-

Century Buddhist Doctrine with a Ra-

tional Spin." This panel elicited interest-

ing comments from the audience, and it 

also highlighted similarities between 

intellectual and religious movements 

taking place in Japan and in China at the 

end of the nineteenth century.  

Dr. Lonny Carlile (Asian Studies) par-

ticipated in a roundtable discussion 

entitled, “US-Japan Relations After the 

Great Earthquake” with Dr. Kubo of 

the University of Tokyo. The discussion 

explored various concrete measures to 

strengthen US-Japan relations after the 

March 11 disaster. The program was spon-

sored by The Japan Foundation, Center for 

Global Partnership and co-sponsored by 

the East-West Center and CJS.  

Dr. Nobuko Ochner (Japanese literature) 

came out with a new publication, The Moon 

Over the Mountain and Other Stories, a collec-

tion of works by the modern Japanese 

writer, Atsushi Nakajima (1909-1942). The 

collection includes nine of his literary 

works which deal with classical Chinese 

subject matter. This publication was co-

translated by Dr. Paul McCarthy.  

Dr. Mire Koikari (Women’s studies), is 

currently a Japan Scholar at the Woodrow 

Wilson International Center for Scholars in 

Washington DC.  She presented a talk on 

November 28  entitled: “Making Homes, 

Building Bases: The Politics of Domesticity 

in the U.S. Occupation of Okinawa.”  

Dr. Tomoko Iwai (Japanese Languages) 

received the 2011 Francis Davis Award 

for Excellence in Undergraduate 

Teaching for her ability to instruct, en-
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symposium. In regards to my 

research, I have attended sev-

eral storyteller sessions of pa-

tients talking to the public 

about Minamata disease and 

have also attended a court 

session.  So, research is going 

well; however, I am still in the 

beginning stages. 

Michelle Daigle (PhD Candidate, 

Anthropology) is currently the Crown 

Prince Akihito Scholar (2011-

2013). Studying at Kumamoto Uni-

versity in Kyushu, Japan, Michelle 

was kind enough to update CJS her 

recent activities. 

I attended the 2nd Annual East 

Asian Law and Society Annual 

Conference at Yonsei Law 

School in Seoul from Septem-

ber 29 - October 1 to present a 

paper titled “Parallel Disasters: 

lessons for Fukushima from 

Minamata’s sociolegal con-

text."  This was an invited panel 

organized by Prof. Hiroshi Fu-

kurai (UC Santa Cruz). Since 

arriving in Japan, I have been 

busy constructing a professional 

network of scholars who either 

work in anthropology or focusing 

on Minamata disease from a vari-

ety of disciplinary perspectives. 

My efforts have resulted in me 

being asked to co-organize a 

symposium with fellow PhD 

candidates from the Kumamoto 

University on 'identity' scheduled 

for Fall 2012.  The topic is in the 

process of being narrowed down 

and panelists will include both 

advanced PhD students as well as 

professors and researchers.  I 

have also been asked to give a 

paper (in Japanese) as part of this 

Anime and Manga Society, and 

the Hakubundo Bookstore. 

This year, students from the 

UH Lab School's advanced 

Japanese class and Maryknoll 

School were invited and they 

participated in many of the 

events. This year’s finale was a 

talent show/contest organized 

by the Japanese Culture Club 

which showcased students’ 

expertise in koto, naginata, J-

pop singing, ukulele, K-pop 

dance, and a magic show.  As a 

grand finale, we were treated 

to a performance of Japanese 

dance by a student natori 

(master dancer). 

-Dr. Tomoko Iwai  

The annual Nippon Culture 

Day was held on October 20th 

at the garden level of Imin 

Center. The Japanese section 

of the department of EALL 

organized  this annual event 

with support from the LLL 

Dean’ s office as well as CJS 

and Soshitsu Sen International 

Way of Tea Center. 

The Japanese teachers of 

EALL and their community 

guests as well as the UH Tea 

Club volunteered their time, 

expertise and creativity in of-

fering workshops on origami, 

ikebana (flower arrangement), 

shodo (calligraphy), onigiri-

making, soroban (abacus), kumi-

himo (Japanese braiding), tea 

ceremony, kendama and other 

traditional games. 

Over 300 students and com-

munity guests attended the 

event participating in the 

workshops and browsing the 

informational booths manned 

by representatives from the 

Consulate-General of Japan, 

the Study Abroad Center, the 



The Center for Japanese Studies 

(through the Way of Tea Cen-

ter), Japan-America Society of 

Hawai’i, and First Insurance 

Company sponsored two UHM 

students to participate in the 

63rd Japan-America Student 

Conference this past summer.  

The Japan-America Student 

Conference (JASC) is a long-

held tradition between Japan 

and the United States where 

young leaders are able to en-

gage the most pressing issues 

concerning Japan and the U.S.  

Michelle Lau (undergraduate 

student, Management Informa-

tion Systems major) and Kiah 

Gilbert (undergraduate stu-

dent, Marketing & Interna-

tional Business major) partici-

pated in this program.  

enough to send CJS pictures of their 

trip. The picture above is of Adam 

and Mercedes giving a presentation 

about Hawaiian culture at a high 

school in Uwajima. To the right, they 

UHM students, Adam Schuetzler 

(MA Student, Japanese Literature)  

and Mercedes Bazzone (Asian stud-

ies undergraduate) participated in the 

Ehime Prefectural International Cen-

ter (EPIC) this past summer.  

This program is intended to foster 

friendly ties between Ehime and 

Hawaiʻi. As an EPIC intern, Adam 

and Mercedes participated in com-

munity events and festivals, taught at 

an English camp, and promoted Ha-

waiian culture. They were kind 

Michelle Lau kindly gave her 

thoughts about the program: 

“Participating in the Japan-

America Student Conference 

was the best experience of my 

life. While we weren’t able to 

do a lot of sightseeing and 

‘touristy’ things as I thought 

we would, we got more out of 

our conference by making life 

-long connections with fellow 

JASCers and professionals 

that we met and also learning 

first-hand about world issues. 

I am extremely grateful for the 

Center for Japanese Studies 

since they helped me make 

this trip possible. I recom-

mend this conference to all 

UH students!”  

into JNHS: Jennifer M. Hayashi, Devin I. 

Hazama, Jillian S. Holden, Ryan K. Kau , 

Siying Lao, Sherlie L. Okimoto, Melissa 

R. Omiya, and Ty C. Yamaguchi.  

Congratulations  to the new JNHS members!  

 

Eight UHM students were inducted into 

the Japanese National Honor Society 

(JNHS) at the end of the Fall 2011 se-

mester. Graduating Japanese majors, 

they were honored during a reception in 

the Tokioka Room on December 7. 

Membership in the JNHS is reserved for 

students who maintain a 3.5 GPA in Japa-

nese classes and an overall GPA of 3.0. 

They must also be enrolled in Japanese 

language courses throughout their final 

semester.  

The following students were inducted 

are taping a short radio program at a 
local radio station.  
 
If you are interested in participating in 
the EPIC Program, be on the lookout 
for next year’s competition! 
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