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Singing and dancing were the centerpieces 
of Mr. Norman Kaneshiro’s participation 
in the CJS Seminar series in mid October.  
Audience members took part in the dancing 
and singing with Mr. Kaneshio’s spirited 
playing. Mr. Kaneshiro,  an instructor of 
the Nomura Ryū Ongaku kyōkai presented 
a lecture and performance on the origins 
of the Okinawan musical art form of uta-
sanshin (song and sanshin), an art form 
which dates back about 500 years.
 In addition to the lighter points 
of the presentation, there were serious 
elements as well.  Mr.Kaneshiro noted that 
in recent times, the tradition of playing 
sanshin (a three-stringed snakeskin corda-
phone) and singing has become symbolic 
of the free-spirited nature of the Okinawan 
people and their island culture.                                            

Many people fail to realize, he contin-
ued, that under the simplistic melodies 
of uta-sanshin lies the heart of a resilient 
people who have endured centuries of 
suffering and insult. This lecture provided 
an introduction to Okinawan music as a 
window into the world of Okinawan thought 
and culture. 
 Following his lecture and per-
formance, Mr. Kaneshiro announced the 
formation of a sanshin club on campus.  
The purpose of the club is to teach about 
Okinawa through learning how to sing and 
play Okinawan music. Members will prac-
tice some koten (classical songs) but the 
primary focus will be on minyo (folk music). 
No prior music experience is necessary and 
everyone is welcome. If you are interested, 
please contact Mr. Issa Cohen (MA candi-
date, Asian Studies) at coheni@hawaii.edu 
for more information.

NOTABLES

CJS, along with sixteen other  community organizations, including the East-West Center and the 
Japan America Soceity of Hawaii, hosted a welcome lunch for Mr. Shigeo Iwatani, the new Consul 
General of Japan in Honolulu. Joining CJS as guests were Mrs. Haneo Sasaki, Dr. Takie Lebra, 
and Mrs. Marian Yamashiro.

CJS would also like to take this opportunity to thank Mrs. Grace Fukumoto for making the exqui-
site leis for the speakers in our CJS seminars.  We would like to thank Mrs. Sumiko Henna for her 
role as unofficial photogapher for CJS functions.
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CJS Seminar Series
Fall 2005

What is wrong with the recent constitutional debate 
in Japan? September 22, 2005.  Dr. 
Masaru Kohno (Professor at  Waseda 
University’s Graduate School of Po-
litical Science and Economics). Dr. 
Kohno spoke on the confl ict between 
constitutionalism and democracy, and 
how this is being altered by the merg-
ing of the two concepts in Japan.  He 

indicated how this change is complicat-
ing the debate over constitutional revision and reform in 
Japan today.

Japanese Troops go Overseas: 
The Evolution of Post-Cold War 
Security Policy. October 28, 2005. 
Dr. Yoichirō Sato from the Asia-
Pacifi c Center for Security Studies 
gave a lecture which traced the 
evolution of the overseas troop 
dispatch policy and the debates sur-
rounding these decisions.  He also 
answered questions about the rise 
of nationalism and the chances for 
revising the constitution regarding 
the self-defense troops.   
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Dr. Yoichiro Sato

Tokiko Bazzell has been elected Chair of the The North American Coordinating Council on Japanese Library Re-
sources (NCC) .  The NCC serves the fi eld of Japanese Studies in North America by working closely with librarians, 
faculty, and students to strengthen Japanese language collections and to promote access to information in all forms and 
formats. Please join us in congratulating her for this honor.  

PUBLICATIONS

Dr. William Wayne Farris (Soshitsu Sen XV Distinguished Professor of Traditional Japanese Culture and History) is 
the author of a forthcoming book:  Japan’s  Medieval Population:  Famine, Fertility, and Warfare in a Transformative 
Age will appear from UH press in July 2006. 

Faculty News

From left to right, Hiroko Hayashi, Eiko Shirafuji, Kuniko Ishiada and Shizuko Koedo, speak-
ing on their experiences with gender discrimination cases.

Dr. Masaru Kohno

“Breaking the Glass Ceiling: Voices of Japan’s Working 
Women” October 10, 2005 at the Richardson School of 
Law.  Visiting Professor Hiroko Hayashi led the discussion 
on gender discrimination in Japan focusing on cases that she 
has tried.  Joining her were Ms. Eiko Shirafuji, Ms. Kuniko 
Ishida, plaintiffs who brought gender discrimination suits 
against Sumitomo companies and Ms. Shizuko Koedo, a 
representative of the Working Women’s International Network 
in Japan.  The four panelists spoke of the discriminatory aspect 
of the two-track system used in many large Japanese compa-
nies and the use of Japanese civil law, as well as international 
law, to challenge gender discrimination.    

Faculty News relies on the information that the faculty themselves provide. Therefore, the news here shows only part of our 
faculty accomplishments. Please help us get more information.
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October 30, 2005 marked the one-year anniversary of the flash 
flood disaster. Although it will take several years to fully recover 
from the destruction, Hamilton Library has made a substantial 
recovery thanks to many supporters on campus and from the out-
side. Hamilton Library became operational at the end of March 
2005 and library staff from four collection services departments 
settled into temporary workspace. A basement design team has 
been working hard to reconfigure what is now empty floor space. 
At the end of September, the two huge generators were removed 
and sent to their new destination - New Orleans. Hamilton 
Library has an auxiliary power source from the Mid Pac Institute. 
Everyone is looking forward to the construction of a permanent 
power supply and restoration of the basement, which all should 
begin sometime next year.

In early 2006 a powerful new database will be available. Hamilton Library has 
an extensive microfilm collection of the Asahi Shinbun, one of Japan’s leading 
newspapers, and some segments of 
other national newspapers like the 
Mainichi Shinbun and a print compila-
tion of the Nikkei Shinbun. Thanks 
to the National Research Center’s 
East Asian Grant, a DVD version of 
the Yomiuri Shinbun from 1926 to 
1960 will be added to the newspaper 
collections. The DVD version will be 
mounted onto Hamilton Library’s cen-
tral computer server, which will allow 
users to search and retrieve actual images of the newspaper without changing 
numerous disks. The search function covers not only the text of articles but also 
the advertisements on each page. Please stay tuned for announcements for the 
new year. Happy New Year and happy searching!

ZEN WRITES, ZEN RITES, ZEN RIGHTS

Dr. Steven Heine, Professor of 
Religious Studies and History and 
Director of the Institute for Asian Stud-
ies at Florida International University, 
explored two prevailing schools of 
thought regarding Zen.  His talk cen-
tered on how traditionalists and reform-
ers view Zen on the topics of language, 
ritualism, and social issues. This talk 
was co-sponsored with the Departments 
of Philosophy and Religion. 

WRITING AND REWRITING WAR AND GENOCIDE

Dr. Yuji Ishida,  the direcor of Tokyo University’s Comparative 
Genocide Stduies program, explored the comaprative historiography 

of Germany and Japan, paying particu-
lar attention to the understanding of war 
and genocide.  One striking difference 
between how Japan and  Germany 
continue to  remember the war, Profes-
sor Ishida noted, was the manner in 
which each country engaged with war 
responsibility and war guilt within the 
first 10 years after 1945.  Dr. Ishida was 
in Hawaii for the “Remembering 

& Reconsidering: The 60th Anniversary of the End of 
World War II in Europe & Asia” Conference.

SO YOU WANT TO BE A DIPLOMAT? 
CAREER OPPORTUNITIES IN THE FOREIGN SERVICE

Mr. Jim Herman, a former U.S. Consul General in El Salvador 
and currently Diplamt-in-Residence at 
the East-West Center, discussed life in the 
Foreign Service and career opportunities 
for people interested in a diplomatic career 
with the U.S. Department of State.  Mr. 
Herman, who holds a Master’s Degree 
from UH , and once worked for the 
Center for Japanese Studies.  He answered 
numerous questions regarding the applica-
tion process, the various posistions within the 
foreign service and shared stories of life within the service, from the 
humorous to the mundane.  

From the Library

Mr. Jim Herman
Dr. Yuji Ishida

Dr. Heine and Dr.  Roger 
Ames, UHM Philosophy 
Dept. 

MARITIME POWER: COLONIAL RIGHTS AND TRADE IN 
PORTUGUESE COLONIAL PRESENCE IN ASIA

Professor Ivo Carneiro de Sousa, a historian in the 
department of history of the Faculty of Letters at the 
University of Porto in Portugal, discussed the role of 
trade and Portuguese colonial policies in Asia in a lec-
ture co-sponsored by the Center for Southeast Asian 
Studies.  Professor Carneiro stressed the importance 
of taking a broader historical view when considering 
the effects of colonialism and colonial practices.  

Professor Carneiro



2005

JCURRENT  

Fall

The University of Hawai‘i welcomed Dr. Eiji Hatta, 
president of Doshisha University on September 20, 2005.  
While here, President Hatta visited the Center for Japanese 
Studies, SHAPS, and met with Chancellor Denise Konan 
and President David McClain, as well as a number of 
Doshisha exchange students.  Japanese Studies at UH has 
a close connection to Doshisha, having been established 
in 1921 by Professor Tasuku Harada, a former president 
of Doshisha.  The visit by President Hatta marks the fi rst 
visit by a sitting president of Doshisha to UH.
 UH has a student exchange program with Doshi-
sha.  This exchange, which began in 1990, is the longest 
running of the Center for Japanese Studies exchange pro-
grams, with  46 students participating since it’s inception.  
If you or your students are interested in this program, please 
contact Dr. Gay Satsuma, the Associate Director of the 
Center for Japanese Studies.

DOSHISHA UNIVERSITY PRESIDENT VISITS UH

Recent Events
CULTURE DAY AT THE 

HONOLULU ACADEMY OF ARTS
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Gagaku performers at the Honolulu Academy of Arts (Photo courtesy of  Mrs. Sumiko 
Henna).

The Center for Japanese Studies, along with the Honolulu 
Academy of Arts and The Consulate General of Japan in 
Honolulu celebrated Japan’s Bunka no Hi, or Culture Day, 
on November 6, 2005.  The Academy hosted over 1200 
people of all ages.  There were displays of woodblock 
printing and gagaku music, performed by students in the 
UH music school Many of the regular exhibits were open 
as well, and the rooms of Asian Art were crowded with 
people. The celebration, which featured many hands-on 
activities, was also tied to the special pottery exhibit 
(see the tea center section) that included several objects 
offi cially designated by the Japanese government as   
“Important Cultural Assets of Japan.”  

The University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa sponsored two wide-
ranging, international conferences this fall. Northeast Asia 
and Mongolia: Opportunities and Challenges brought to-
gether diplomats, civic leaders, military leaders and academ-
ics to discuss politics, international relations, economics and 
democracy in relation to Mongolia and its Asian neighbors.  
Among the participants were Professor Robert Scalapino, 
Professor Emeritus at the Institute of East Asian Studies at 
UC Berkeley, Lieutenant General (Retired from the Japanese 
Ground Self Defense Force) Tomohiro Okamoto, currently 
a military advisor to NEC.  The Conference also featured 
participants from UH, including Dr. Ed Porter, Dean of the 
School of Hawaiian, Asian and Pacifi c Studies and Dr. Robert 
Huey, Chair of the Center for Japanese Studies. 

Along with Hawaii Pacifi c University, UHM hosted a confer-
ence in early November entitled Remembering & Recon-
sidering: The 60th Anniversary of the End of World War 
II in Europe & Asia.  The conference, featuring scholars 
from Japan, Australia and the United States, explored issues 
surrounding how a shared memory acts to infl uence ideas of 
guilt, denial and responsibility.  The conference also looked 
at the legacy of the War Crimes Tribunals in both Germany 
and Japan. The conference also explored the ramifi cations of 
the war in the Pacifi c Islands and the role of martial law on 
local communities.  A number of faculty and graduate stu-
dents from UHM participated in what was a lively, thought-
provoking conference.

A gathering of Doshisha students at College Hill.  From left to right: Ahwoo Mi 
Kim, President Eiji Hatta, Kana Satomura and Izumi Terashima.

CONFERENCES AT UH
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The Center for Japanese Studies, and the East Asian studies  community in general, lost a very special friend last month.  
Dr. Jiha  Hwang, an Assistant Professor of Korean in the Department of East Asian  Languages and Literatures, died, much 
too young, after a long, tough  illness.  Jiha was well on his way to becoming one of the country’s top  specialists in Korean 
language pedagogy, and had played a key role in two  National Resource Center East Asia projects on language learning 
in our  current funding cycle.  We had looked forward to working with him for many  years to come, not only because of 
his outstanding abilities but also  because he was fun to be around.  Students and colleagues alike will miss  him, and his 
smile and warmth.  He raised the bar in his fi eld, and we hope  that the East Asia centers (China, Japan, and Korea) can 
carry on his legacy.

Dr. Hiroko Ikeda, Professor Emerita of Japanese Literature, passed away recently at age 91.  Dr. Ikeda received her B. A. 
degree from Tokyo Women’s Christian College in Japan in 1936.  She was a student and assistant of pioneering folklorist 
Yanagita Kunio at the Folklore Institute in Tokyo from 1936 to 1948.  She came to the United States on a scholarship in 1948 
to study folklore at Indiana University, from which she receive her Ph.D. degree in 1957, while working as the Japanese 
Librarian at the University of California-Berkeley and building up their Japanese collection to prominence.  Dr. Ikeda joined 
the University of Hawai‘i in 1957, fi rst at the Asia Collection of the UH Sinclair Library, and then as professor of Japanese 
literature and folklore at the Asian Languages Department, now known as the Department of East Asian Languages and 
Literatures.  She retired in 1980 and in her retirement she became a volunteer and benefactor at the Honolulu Academy of 
Arts. In 1995, she was awarded the Japanese Imperial decoration, Order of the Sacred Treasure with gold rays and rosette, 
from the Japanese government. Anyone wishing to make contributions in her memory may contact the Honolulu Academy 
of Arts.  (CJS wishes to thank Dr. Nobuko Ochner of the EALL Dept. and  former student of Professor Ikeda’s for this information.)

Ms. Sachiko Takeshita, retired Instructor of Japanese in the Department of East Asian Languages and Literatures, also 
passed away last month.  Born in Yamaguchi Prefecture, joined the teaching staff at University of Hawai‘i in 1963 and was 
promoted to full-time Instructor in 1970.  She retired in 1997.  Takeshita-sensei saw the department through many changes, 
but remained a cheerful, unfailingly forthright colleague esteemed by students, faculty and staff alike.

If you would like the Center to give demonstrations at 
local schools, or to host schools at the UHM campus, 
please contact Dr. Robert Huey or Dr. Gay Satsuma at 
the Center for Japanese Studies, University of Hawai‘i 
at 808-956-2665.

From the Tea Center
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LECTURES BY DR. GENSHITSU SEN

Dr. Genshitsu Sen, the father of the present Grand Tea 
Master Soshitsu Sen XVI of the Urasenke school of tea 
and the oldest son of the Fourteenth Generation Grand 
Tea Master Tantansai gave two lectures this past fall 
at the Honolulu Academy of Arts.  He took part in the  
“Yakimono: A Celebration of 4,000 years of  Japanese 
Ceramics”exhibition  in October, for which Urasenke lent 
four rare tea bowls from its own collection.  In addition, 
he gave a lecture and tea demonstration  at the Doris Duke 
Theater on December 3.  

In our past issue, we incorrectly noted that Dr. Sen gave a 
speech at Kadena Air Base . The speech was actually given at 
Camp Shields.  We regret the error.

In Memoriam
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COMPARATIVE EDUCATION CONFERENCE

Dr. Victor Kobayashi is currently planning the 50th annual conference of the interdisciplinary Compara-
tive and International Education Society held for the fi rst time in Hawai‘i (March 14-18, 2006) and invites 
faculty and students to submit proposals on Japanese education (in the broadest sense that includes non-for-
mal education) for presentation at the Conference.  Many leading scholars from all parts of the world will be 
presenting papers at this conference that attracted over a thousand scholars at its last conference at Stanford 
University in March 2005.  Leading researchers from UNESCO will be making presentations on their most 
recent studies on national achievement test results throughout the world and also plan on holding a workshop 
during the conference on access to data banks important for many researchers.  Details may be found at the 
website,  http://www.outreach.hawaii.edu/cies/.  Dr. Kobayashi is also President-Elect of the Comparative & 
International Education Society.  If you are interested in a tentative draft schedule of presentations  planned so 
far,write to victor.kobayashi@gmail.com.

AINU LANGUAGE COURSE

The East Asian Language and Literature Department  will be offering a class in the Ainu language this spring.  
The class will be taught by Dr. Alexander (Sasha) Vovin and  has a prerequisite of JPN 402 (or equivalent 
knowledge), and JPN 451 (or equivalent knowledge of linguistics). The textbook is in Japanese, and the class will 
not only learn some Ainu, but will also study something about its structure.  The University of Hawai‘i is the only 
university in the country to offer a course on the Ainu language. 

If you are in Tokyo on the fi rst Mon-
day of any month, please join in the 
monthly meetings of the UH commu-
nity.  The gatherings, held in a variety 
of restaurants in Shibuya, are informal, 
usually over dinner and drinks, and 
provide an opportunity to meet with 
other students and faculty conduct-
ing research and studying in Japan.  
For more information, contact Brian 
Masshardt (PhD student, Political 
Science) at masshard@hawaii.edu.

The CJS Seminar Series will con-
tinue this spring. Most lectures will 
be held Thursday afternoons from 3 
p.m. at the Tokioka Room (Moore 
319). Information about the lectures 
will be posted on our website at 
www.hawaii.edu/cjs/seminarseries.
html. We look forward to seeing 
you at the Seminar Series.

UH GATHERINGS IN TOKYO CJS SEMINAR SERIES

CONFERENCE ON AGING IN ASIA PACIFIC

The University of Hawai‘i’s International Conference on Aging presents, “Active Aging in Asia Pacifi c: Showcasing 
Best Practices” from February 26-28, 2006.  This conference will feature specialists on aging from Japan, China, 
Korea and Hawai‘i.  Dr. Lonny Carlile from the Center for Japanese Studies will lead a panel on volunteerism, 
past CJS seminar presenter Dr. Cullen Hayashida will present on elderly friendly communities and  Dr. Eldon 
Wegner of Sociology will lead a panel on “Caring Environment.”  For more details on the conference, please 
visit www.vrchawaii.org/activeaging or email: mail@vrchawaii.org.  
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Mie Hiramoto (PhD student, Linguistics) published a paper in 
The Bulletin of the Graduate School of Education, Hiroshima 
University, Part II, Vol. 52, entitled “Chūgoku dialect terms 
that remain in Hawai‘i Creole English.”

Student News

Note: This issue of JCurrent is available in color on our website 
at www.hawaii.edu/cjs/newsletter.html.
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CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS

Ms. Jane Yamashiro, (PhD student, Sociology) presented  
her paper, “A Different Nikkei Experience: Americans (U.S.) 
of Japanese descent residing in Japan” at the “Anthropology 
of Japan in Japan” conference held at Sophia University in 
Tokyo on November 5 and 6.  She also recently completed 
the 10 month language program at the Inter-University Cen-
ter in Yokohama.

Ms. Eiko Saeki (MA student, Sociology) presented her pa-
per “Changing Ourselves, Changing the World: The Wom-
en’s Democratic Club and Civil Society in Postwar Japan” 
at the Western Conference  for  Asian Studies in Denver 
Colorado from September 29-October  1.

At the American Association of Applied Linguistics (AAAL) 
in July 2005, Ms. Miho Yamazaki (MA, EALL)  presented 
her paper “What Does Common Ground Enable Us to Do?”

Graduation

Mr. Sam Denny, after defending two papers: “Prospects 
for Constitutional Revision in Japan” and “Contesta-
tions over Historical Memory of the Asia-Pacifi c War” 
completed his MA in Asian Studies and will graduate in 
December 2005 .

Ms. Miho Yamazaki completed her Master’s Degree in 
Japanese Linguistics from EALL in May, 2005.

We always welcome any updates on information from or about graduate 
students. If you have any news to share, please let us know!

The CJS graduate seminar series will continue this spring, 
under the guidance of the Graduate Student Steering Com-
mittee, beginning with a panel on Okinawa in late January.  
If you are interested in joining the steering committee, or 
if you have organized a panel  and would like to present in 
an informal setting, please contact Kyle Ikeda (PhD stu-
dent, EALL) at kylei@hawaii.edu for more information.  
We look forward to hearing from the graduate students 
throughout the university and learning from one another.

Graduate Student Seminars

GRADUATE STUDENT - FACULTY MIXER

The fall semester kicked off with a mixer of new and return-
ing graduate students and faculty.  This event, held on  Sep-
tember 30 and organized by the Graduate Student Steering 
Committee, provided an opportunity for students and faculty 
from various departments and disciplines to gather together 
informally and  learn from and about one another.  Scholar-
ship recipients were also  recognized and honored by  Dr. 
Huey.

Halliday Piel (PhD Candidate, History),  Gabriel Banks (MA Candidate,  Asian Studies) and 
Kyle Ikeda (PhD Candidate,  EALL) take part in the graduate student-faculty mixer.

WRITING WORKSHOP

During the semester, between 4-8 students have been holding peer review sessions to work on short and research papers.  The 
members include both native and non-native English speakers who are studying various issues related to Asia.  Most of the 
members have expressed interest in continuing the writing workshop next semester as well.  Please contact Mr. Gabriel Banks 
(gbanks@hawaii.edu) for more information if you are interested in participating next semester. 

Student News relies on the information that the students them-
selves provide. Therefore, the news here shows only part of our 
students accomplishments. Please help us get more information.
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   To:

If you would like to receive CJS announcements by e-mail, you can become a part of the CJS listserv by e-mailing the Center 
at cjs@hawaii.edu with a subject heading of “E-mail Flyer.”  In the body of the message, please include your name, preferred 
title (Dr., Mr. Ms. etc.), your affi liation (faculty, student, community etc.) and regular (snail mail) contact address.  If you 
prefer to receive the newsletter as hardcopy and fl yers by e-mail, please indicate your preferences.  If you know someone 
who would like to be on our mailing list, please let us know.

CJS MAILING LIST

CJS Graduate Student Travel Grant
February 1, 2006
Please note that submission guidelines have recently changed. For more information, visit www.hawaii.
edu/cjs/funding.html.

Graduate Student Organization Travel Grant
There is no application deadline for the GSO Travel Grant. Applications are accepted on a rolling basis. 
Contact GSO at 956-8776 or visit www.hawaii.edu/gso/docs.html for more information.

APPLICATION DEADLINES


