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As the first presenter in the Asia and the Pacific Lecture Series, Mr. Masatoshi
Muto, the Consul-General of Japan in Honolulu, gave an insightful presentation en-
titled “Japan and Asian Countries.”  Mr. Muto’s presentation marked the first time a
Consul-General has spoken to an open audience at the University and unfortunately
for us, the last time we will be able to hear Consul-General Muto speak in his current
position, as he is preparing to leave for his new post as Envoy Extraordinary and
Minister Plenipotentiary at the Japanese Embassy in the Republic of Korea.  His talk,
attended by Interim President McClain, faculty, students and numerous community
members, explored a number of issues facing Japan and Asia in the coming years.  The
presentation was lively, generating a number of questions, and was highlighted by Mr.
Muto’s warm sense of humor.

Mr. Muto began by stressing the importance of
taking a broader view of relations between Japan and other
countries in Asia,  in order to see that there are many posi-
tives and the situation is much brighter than is often re-
ported in the media.  Exchanges among Japan and its Asian
neighbors are not unidirectional or hierarchical, rather these
relationships are horizontal, with various countries influ-
encing each other. This can be seen in a number of areas,
including tourism, trade, popular culture, politics and secu-
rity.  He continued, noting that political leadership through-
out Asia is changing, with new types of leadership emerg-
ing. Even Prime Minister Koizumi, while belonging to the
long-ruling LDP, is part of this new generation of leaders
who are willing to engage in more coordination and coop-
eration between countries. One area where this coordination is seen is in trade, where
trade between Asian countries is growing rapidly.  The Consul-General acknowledged
that a number of thorny issues remain. In regards to the rise of nationalism in Japan,
Korea and China, there seems to be a vicious circle, he noted; the rise in nationalism in
one country leads to rising nationalism in the others, which then fuels the further
increase in nationalist sentiment.  What is important, he stressed, is that all three
countries work together, as equals.

The UH community is grateful to the Consul-General for sharing with us his
insights and thoughts on Japan and Asian countries.  His wit and warmth will be
greatly missed. We wish him well in his new posting.  The National Resource Centers
for East Asia, Pacific Islands, and Southeast Asia, who sponsored the talk, would also
like to thank the following co-sponsors: the Department of Political Science, The East-
West Center, The Japan-America Society of Hawai‘i (JASH), The Japanese Cultural
Center of Hawai‘i (JCCH) and the Pacific and Asian Affairs Council (PAAC).

CONSUL GENERAL MUTO GIVES LECTURE

AT UH

Consul General Muto
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From the Tea Center
The Thirty-third Urasenke Hawai‘i Seminar took place
on July 19th and 20th.  Hosted by UHM Outreach Col-
lege, seventy-five visitors from Japan joined with a size-
able local audience in the School of Architecture Audi-
torium to hear lectures by Dr. Genshitsu Sen (Former

Grand Tea Master), Dr. Terance
Bigalke (Director of the Edu-
cation Program at East-West
Center), and Dr. Wayne Farris
(Soshitsu Sen XV Distin-
guished Professor of Tradi-
tional Japanese Culture and
History at UHM).  Many of the
participants from Japan and
Hawai'i went to Maui on July
21st for a series of events hon-
oring the 15th anniversary of

the Maui Chapter of Urasenke.  In the morning, Dr. Sen
performed a formal kencha ceremony at Myôshin-ji
Temple in Paia, offering tea to the Buddha. Afterwards,
the Maui Chapter served tea formally to the visitors.

In the afternoon, at the Maui Prince Hotel, groups repre-
senting the Oahu, Hilo, and Kona chapters of Urasenke
performed tea ceremonies for each other, using utensils
and sweets that were con-
nected to their respective lo-
cales.   Out-going Japanese
Consul General Masatoshi
Muto and his wife were sur-
prise guests at the afternoon
session.  During impromptu
remarks to the audience after
the kencha ceremony at
Myôshin-ji, Dr. Sen com-
mented on his recent visit to
Okinawa, where he had per-
formed the tea ceremony at
Kadena Airbase.  He said that
while he was happy to have had the opportunity to do
so, he felt, like many Okinawans, that Okinawa would be
better off without U.S. military base there.  He noted that
as long as there were things like weapons and military
bases, governments were only giving lip service to the
concept of "peace."

Mrs. Ella Lury Wiswell, a retired UH faculty member and longstanding supporter of the Center, passed away on August
16 in Honolulu at the age of 96.  Mrs. Wiswell was born in Nikolaevsk, a city near Russia’s eastern border.  As a result of
the Russian Revolution, her family left the country, and settled in Japan.  She and her family first lived in Hakodate, and
then moved to Yokohama, where they lived until 1923.  As they were away from Yokohama in September of that year, the
family survived the Kanto Earthquake, but lost their home and belongings.  Ella left her family in Japan in 1927 to attend

college, first at the University of California at Berkeley, then to Paris, where she
completed her studies at the Sorbonne. She subsequently married John Embree, a
young anthropologist with an interest in Asia.  In 1935, she, her husband, and
their two year-old daughter Clare, began a study that would become a landmark in
Japanese studies: Suye Mura.  With her extensive knowledge of Japan, during the
war she served as a research analyst on Japan for the Board of Economic Warfare
in Washington D.C. and as a Japanese broadcast checker for the U.S. Office of
War Information in Honolulu, Hawai‘i.  She joined the faculty of the University of
Hawai‘i in 1951, as a professor of French, and in 1954 established the Russian
Language and Literature program.  She continued teaching there until her retire-
ment in 1968.  Official retirement did little to slow her down, however.  She contin-
ued to translate a number of books from Russian to English, and wrote The Women
of Suye Mura with Robert Smith, in 1982, a work that was based on her field notes

of her time there with John Embree. She was also active with the Center for Russia in Asia at the School of Hawaiian Asian
and Pacific Studies.  She was preceded in death by daughter Clare and her first husband John in 1950, and in whose name
in 2000 she endowed a scholarship in SHAPS for students in Anthropology or Sociology. Her second husband, Mr. Fred
Wiswell, died in 2004.  Memorial services will be held on September 16 at 8:30 am at the Outrigger Canoe Club.  Donations
may be made to the   John Fee Embree Endowed Scholarship or the Fredrick J. and Ella Lury Wiswell Endowed Scholarship
Fund, c/o UH Foundation.

IN MEMORIAM

Dr. Farris giving a lecture

Dr. Sen answers
questions

Ella Wiswell in Suye
Mura (1968)
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WAYNE MUROMOTO’S TEA PRESENTATION

HAWAI‘I ASSOCIATION OF TEACHERS OF
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Mr. Wayne Muromoto from Leeward Community Col-
lege gave a lecture on the aesthetics of tea to a group of
visiting teachers from Asia and Africa, who were par-
ticipants in a teacher’s workshop sponsored by the Wo
Center at Punahou School.  The lecture, held on July 14
at the Center for Korean Studies, served as an introduc-
tion to the Japanese tea ceremony.  Mr. Muromoto, who
has been practicing tea for over 20 years, shared his
knowledge and experiences with the teachers.  There
was a lively discussion of the origins of tea and the
culture of tea in India, Moracco, China and Japan.  After
the lecture, the teachers were able to take part in a short
tea ceremony at the Jaku-an Tea house on campus.

After a hiatus of a few years, HATJ (Hawaii Associa-
tion of Teachers of Japanese) had its general meeting
on July 9, 2005 at Kapiolani Community College. About
forty members participated. Guests included Consul
Ryuji Iwasaki from the Consulate General of Japan in
Honolulu; Prof. Suwako Watanabe from Portland State
University, Oregon; and Dr. Sam Mukaida from Hu-
manity Above Nation. Prof. Watanabe presented a pa-
per entitled “Cultural and pragmatic competence in a
Japanese language instruction.” Ms. Toyoko Okawa
from Punahou School presented an information ses-
sion on Advanced Placement in Japanese. For more
details on the conference and on the Hawaii Associa-
tion of Teachers of Japanese, please see the HATJ
homepage at http://eastasia.hawaii.edu/hatj.

UH’s National Resource Center for East Asia
(comprised of the Centers for Chinese, Japanese
and Korean Studies) is sponsoring in coopera-
tion with the Hawai‘i International Film Festival
free showings to teachers and their students of
three award-winning animated films from China,
Japan and Korea at the festival in late October
(20th – 30th).  The films are Spirited Away (Ja-
pan), Grandma and Her Ghosts (Taiwan), and
My Beautiful Girl, Mari (Korea).   Drs. Cynthia
Ning, George Tanabe,Jun Yoo and Mr. Paul
Gomes are developing film study guides which
will be provided to teachers.  For more informa-
tion on the project, please contact Dr. Gay Sat-
suma at gay@hawaii.edu.

FILM SERIES

CROSS CURRENTS TEACHER’S WORKSHOP

Cross Currents (profiled in the Fall 2004 J-Current), a bilin-
gual Japanese and English multimedia educational website
for college, high school and junior high school students
produced by UH researchers and graduate students, held
its first workshop for school teachers in June.  The Univer-
sity of Hawai’i’s National Resource Center for East  Asia
provided the funding for this workshop.

Sixteen public and private school teachers attended
the Cross Currents workshop at the University of Hawai‘i
on June 18, 2005 from 9 am to 3 pm. They included social
studies and Japanese language teachers from schools
throughout the state. The workshop began with a brief dis-
cussion of the Cross Currents project and the experiences of
the University of Hawai‘i Laboratory School teachers and
UH instructors who have already used the site in their own
classes.

Each teacher at the workshop was provided with a
laptop computer in order to explore the site on his or her
own. Teachers were then asked to complete two sample ac-
tivities using the site. In addition, teachers were also asked
to consider how they might use the website in their own
classes and to provide general comments on how to im-
prove the site. The developers got positive feedback and
excellent suggestions as to how the site could be revised to
make it more user-friendly for students. Finally, all teachers
attending the workshop were required to turn in a lesson
plan on how they would integrate the Cross Currents website
into one or more of their classes.

This was the first formal Cross Currents teacher
workshop, and provided the developers with an excellent
prototype for successive teacher workshops that are now
scheduled to be conducted in schools in Japan and the main-
land United States.

You can see the site for yourself  by going to http:/
/www.crosscurrents.hawaii.edu/.

Dr. Pat Steinhoff  and workshop participants
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Dr. Yasumasa Kuroda (Emeritus Professor, Department of Political Science): The Core of Japanese Democracy - Latent
Interparty Politics. New York: Palgrave Macmillan  Press (2005).

Dr. Joel Cohn (Professor, East Asian Languages and Literatures): Translation of Natsume Sôseki, Botchan (1906). Tokyo:
Kodansha International  (2005).

Dr. David T. Johnson (Associate Professor of Sociology): “The Death Penalty in Japan: Secrecy, Silence, and Salience.” In
Austin Sarat and Christian Boulanger, eds. The Cultural Lives of Capital Punishment: Comparative Perspectives. Palo
Alto, CA: Stanford University Press (2005). pp. 251-275.

Dr. Wayne Farris (Soshitsu Sen XV Distinguished Professor of Traditional Japanese Culture and History): The
Population of Ancient Japan: Revised Estimates and Interpretive Issues. Ann Arbor, MI: University of Michigan Press
(2005).

PUBLICATIONS

CJS congratulates Dr. Julie Iezzi (Associate Professor, Theatre), who received tenure and promo-
tion for 2005. Dr. Iezzi received her PhD from the University of Hawai‘i in 2000 and has directed a
number of Japanese plays, including last year’s English language premier of “Nozaki Village” (pro-
filed in J-Current Summer 2004). Professor Iezzi teaches THEA 428 (Japanese Acting), 466 (Drama &
Theatre of Japan), 663 (Contemporary Asian Drama), and 763 (Seminar in Asian Theatre: Japan).

The ninth East West Philosopher’s Conference, “Educations and their Purposes: A Philosophical Dialogue Among Cul-
tures,” was held from May 29-June 10 at the East-West Center. The conference brought together panelists from around the
world with presentations on a myriad of topics, with Japan related topics including senility in Japan, Kukai, Nishida Kitarô,
and a presentation by University of Hawai‘i’s Department of Education Dr. Victor Kobayashi. Dr. Kobayashi’s presentation
was titled “The Body Makes the Mind:  Ritual as Education” and examined Japanese versions of Confucianism in education.
The East West Philosopher’s Conferences began in 1939 and was established to explore the significance of Eastern ways of
thinking for Western thought and the possibility of the development of a world philosophy through a synthesis of ideas and
ideals of East and West.

THE EAST WEST PHILOSOPHER’S CONFERENCE

TENUREPROMOTION

Faculty News

If you are in Tokyo on the first Monday of
any month, please join in the monthly meet-
ings of the UH community.  The gather-
ings, held in a variety of restaurants in
Shibuya, are informal, usually over dinner
and drinks, and provide an opportunity
to meet with other students and faculty
conducting research and studying in Ja-
pan.  For more information, contact Brian
Masshardt (PhD student, Political Sci-
ence)  at masshard@hawaii.edu.

The CJS Seminar Series will resume this
fall. Most lectures will be held Thurs-
day afternoons from 3 p.m. at the
Tokioka Room (Moore 319). Information
about the lectures will be posted on our
website at www.hawaii.edu/cjs/
seminarseries.html. We look forward to
seeing you at the Seminar Series.

UH GATHERINGS IN TOKYO

CJS SEMINAR SERIES

CJS would also like to formally congratulate Dr. Gay Satsuma on her promotion from Assistant
Specialist to Associate Specialist. Dr. Satsuma has been with the Center since 1995 and her
expertise truly helps the center function!

Julie Iezzi
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CJS SEN SOSHITSU UNDERGRADUATE

TRAVEL AWARDS

Kinuko Maehara received her Master’s Degree in  Sociology
in May, 2005.  Her thesis is titled “To Okinawa and Back Again:
Okinawan Kibei Nisei identity in Hawaii.” Maehara will enter
the PhD program in Sociology this fall.

Mie Hiramoto (PhD student, Linguistics) will present her
paper (co-authored with Dr. Victoria Anderson and Dr.
Andrew Wong) entitled “Prosodic Analysis of the Interac-
tional Particle Ne in Women’s and Men’s Japanese”at the
15th Japanese/Korean Linguistics Conference  scheduled for
Oct. 7-9, 2005.  Hiramoto will also be presenting a paper
entitled “Change of Tôhoku Dialect Spoken  in Hawai‘i” at
the 34th meeting of New Ways of Analyzing Variation
conference (NWAV 34), to be held at New York University,
from Oct.20-23,2005.

PRESENTATIONS

GRADUATION (Students and faculty are encouraged to
submit graduation information)

Student News
GRANTS AND AWARDS

Midori Ishida (PhD student,  SLS) received “The 2005
Doctoral  Student  Excellence in  Research  Award” from
the University of Hawai‘i Research Council, in recogni-
tion of the publication of a paper “Effect of recasts on the
acquisition of aspectual form -te i-(ru) by learners of
Japanese as a foreign language” in the refereed journal,
Language Learning, May 2005.

Kyle Ikeda (PhD student, EALL), received the “RMMLA
Graduate Student Travel Grant” for the 2005 Rocky Moun-
tain Modern Languages  Association’s Annual  Meeting,
to be held in October 2005, where he will present his paper
“Recovering the Edge: Memories of the Battle of Okinawa
in Medoruma Shun’s Fiction.” 

Neil Allara, Tezden Lyons, Frank Spinelli, and Christina
Waller to attend the Year-in-Japan Program at Konan
University (Study Abroad Center, UHM).

James Lee, to attend Year-in-Japan Program at Obirin Uni-
versity (Study Abroad Center, UHM).

Craig Watson and Shannon Yokote  to attend Nanzan Uni-
versity (CJS exchange).

JAPAN STUDENT SERVICE ORGANIZATION

(JASSO) SCHOLARSHIP STUDENTS

Carlie Uymura, to attend Hiroshima University  (CJS ex-
change).

Jeffrey Tamashiro, Shaun Kindred and Lina Terrell, to
attend University of the Ryukyus  (CJS exchange).

GRADUATE STUDENT SEMINARS
The CJS graduate seminar series will continue this fall, under the guidance of the Graduate Student Steering
Committee. Last year seminar presentations addressed topics such as religion in
contemporary Japan and contestations over Okinawan identity.  The steering committee also organized a
workshop on preparing for academic conferences and a writing workshop.  If you are interested in joining the
steering committee, or would like to present a paper in an informal setting, please contact Kyle Ikeda (PhD
student, EALL) at kylei@hawaii.edu for more information.  We look forward to hearing from the graduate
students throughout the university and learning from one another.

TUTORIAL PROGRAM
East Asia Council, SHAPS and the Center for Japanese Studies are pleased to announce the continu-

ation of the One-On-One Tutorial Program for Graduate students at advanced levels of their language training
in Japanese, Chinese or Korean. The program is designed to meet the needs of graduate students who are at the
highest levels of East Asian language proficiency, but yet still require assistance in the following areas:reading
original texts; preparing oral presentations;developing interview/oral skills; writing letters or papers related to
students’ academic goals. This program is not for students seeking extra help with their class assignments.

To apply, submit the following information to Dr. Robert Huey, Center for Japanese Studies, Moore
Hall 216 (tel. 956-2662, email: huey@hawaii.edu):1. contact information, current academic status, language
learning history (include list of language courses, foreign living experience, and work experience using target
language); 2. description of what you would like to accomplish in the tutorial program; 3. schedule of hours/
week that you will need; 4. sample(s) of text (if applicable).
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CJS would like to thank Mr. Shunichi Takekawa (PhD student, Political Science), who has worked at CJS as our newsletter
editor and as our graduate assistant with much diligence and dedication over the past semester. Shun has brought a lot to
the center and will be greatly missed.  However, we know that our loss will be another’s gain, as  Shun will be teaching in the
Political Science department from Fall, 2005.

In addition, we would like to welcome two new members of the CJS staff,  Christopher Bondy, who will take over from Shun
and Mr. Gabriel Banks, a new graduate student asssistant.  We hope you will join us in welcoming them both to the Center.

From the Library

Other News
GOODBYE AND HELLO

Wonderful events will kick off fall on the UH Manoa campus. Rare and unique items from the
UHM libraries will be presented at the University Art Gallery (September 18 - November 8)
and Hamilton Library’s Bridge Gallery (September 1 - October 20). Furthermore, Hamilton
Library’s Phase II Gallery will feature the World of Washi exhibit (September 1 - October 31).
Please mark your calendar and be ready for your artistic senses and intellectual curiosity to be
stimulated. Here are some of the coming attractions to give you a head start.

The Library Treasures: Making Connections exhibit will feature over 300 items from Hamilton
and Sinclair Libraries, 30 of which are from the UHM Japan Collection. The exhibit has been
organized by Dr. Tom Klobe, Director of the UHM Art Gallery. It was originally scheduled for
March 2005, but the fate of the exhibit was uncertain after last year’s flash flood disaster.
Among the items to be displayed are rare maps, which were rescued from the basement of
Hamilton. All the items were carefully selected by librarians and the Library’s Preservation
staff performed conservation work to get them ready for display. Students and staff at the Art Department have been working
very hard all summer to construct the exhibit gallery. An Exhibit catalog will be published by the University of Hawai‘i Press.

In conjunction with the Library Treasures: Making Connections exhibit, the Bridge
Gallery of Hamilton Library will present the Library Treasures on the Bridge, where
additional items will be displayed. Nearly 95 percent of Hamilton’s government docu-
ment collections were destroyed by the flood so it was a joyous feeling as a few rare
documents were saved from the muddy basement floor. One vertical display case will
showcase these flood survivors. You will also see photos that show behind-the-scenes
work related to the effort to put the exhibits together.

Finally, The World of Washi will show you the traditional way of washi paper-making
with  many interesting photos and drawings. This exhibit will be at Hamilton Phase II
Gallery, in front of the elevators.

Washi paper making is a long process that takes
great patience

One of the oldest printed materials in the world,
Hyakuman-tô-Dharani, will be displayed at the

UHM Art Gallery.
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Note: This issue of JCurrent is available in color on our
website at www.hawaii.edu/cjs/newsletter.html.

Announcements

JAPANESE LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY TEST

For those interested in taking the Japanese Language Proficiency Test, the application deadline is October 1, 2005.
The test will be held on Sunday, December 4, 2005 at the University of Hawai’i at Mânoa campus, as well as other
locations throughout the United States.  The cost of the test is $50 for levels 1 and 2, $40 for levels 3 and 4. More
information can be found at the Japan Foundation’s Los Angeles office website, http://www.jflalc.org.

SSRC JAPAN DISSERTATION WRITING WORKSHOP

This annual workshop provides full-time graduate students who are enrolled in doctoral programs in the U.S. or
Canada, regardless of citizenship, with the opportunity to receive creative and critical input on improving their
fieldwork plans or writing strategies for their dissertation. The 2005 Japan Studies Dissertation Workshop will be
held December 14-18, 2005, in Asilomar, California, just outside of Monterey.  The deadline is October 1, 2005.
Please see their website, http://www.ssrc.org/fellowships, for more information.

Over the course of the fall semester, a number of funding and study abroad opportunities are available.  We will do
our best to keep you informed of these deadlines.  The dates are subject to change, so please contact each source
directly for the most up-to-date information and for more details.

The Center for Japanese Studies administers one-year exchange programs with Doshisha University in Kyoto,
Hiroshima University, Nanzan University in Nagoya, Sophia University in Tokyo, Kyoto University and the
University of the Ryukyus. The deadline for this program is November 9, 2005.  These exchanges are open for
both graduate and undergraduate students at UH.

The Crown Prince Akihito Scholarship, a one or two year scholarship available to UH graduate students for reserch
or language study in Japan, accepts applications until November 7, 2005.  For more information, see http://
www.jashawaii.org/cpas.asp.

The Study Abroad office also provides opportunities to study in Japan, in either Kobe or Tokyo. The Kobe program,
at Konan University, has deadlines of February 18 for the summer program and March 1 for the year long program.
Obirin University in Tokyo has deadlines of March 1 for the year long program and November 1 for the Spring
semester. The Study Abroad office can be contacted at http://www.studyabroad.org/.

On December 1 the Funding application packet for Japanese Studies will be available.  The packet is a common
application for a number of different scholarships.  The deadline for submission is February 15. Please see http://
www.hawaii.edu/shaps/asia/forms.html for the forms when they are available.

The Inter-University Center, a summer or year long language program for advanced students will have their appli-
cation packet available from their website, http://www.stanford.edu/dept/IUC/ in September 2005.  The application
deadline is January 16, 2006.

TRAVEL GRANTS

There are two campus-wide sources of funding for graduate students to present papers at conferences. The Center
for Japanese Studies travel grant, with a November 1, 2005 deadline (For more information, visit www.hawaii.edu/
cjs/funding.html) and the Graduate Student Organization (GSO) travel grant, for which there is no application
deadline. Applications are accepted on a rolling basis. Contact GSO at 956-8776 or visit www.hawaii.edu/gso/
docs.html for more information.

DEADLINES FOR FUNDING AND STUDY ABROAD OPPORTUNITIES
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To:

If you would like to receive CJS announcements by e-mail, you can become a part of the CJS listserv by e-mailing the Center
at cjs@hawaii.edu with a subject heading of “E-mail Flyer.”  In the body of the message, please include your name, preferred
title (Dr., Mr. Ms. etc.), your affiliation (faculty, student, community etc.) and regular (snail mail) contact address.  If you prefer
to receive the newsletter as hardcopy and flyers by e-mail, please indicate your preferences.  If you know someone who would
like to be on our mailing list, please let us know.

CJS MAILING LIST


