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We acknowledge, with gratitude, the following donations: John Chang—Certo & Sure Gell for Jams & 
Jellies; Nicole Boutin-Round Up herbicide; Rainbow Bees LLC-5 gallon buckets; Helen Friend-Pots 

The Kukui Leaf is published quarterly by the Lyon Arboretum, 3860 Mānoa Road, Honolulu, Hawai´i 96822.               
This newsletter is available in an alternate format upon request.  Editor: Derek Higashi 

Mahalo for your support!   

Lyon is delighted to introduce Bernice Fielding as 
our new Sustainable Urban Garden Manager. 
Bernice will be undertaking the development, 
installation, maintenance, and management of 
Ulu, our newest display garden, which will fea-
ture sustainable and environmentally conscious 
concepts for the homeowner.  Bernice comes 
with a lot of expertise, being the former execu-
tive director for a small botanical garden and 
director of horticulture for an exclusive land-
scape architecture firm that focused on sustain-
able design and project management. Ulu means 
to inspire and Bernice’s experience of working 

with the public, volunteer groups and teaching 
students of all ages, as well as her education, make 

her a perfect fit for the job!  Please join us in welcoming Bernice Fielding to Lyon and wishing her 
the best in the Ulu display project.—Nellie Sugii 

Lyon Arboretum Welcomes Bernice Fielding 

Wanda Carlson, a vibrant and compassionate long- time volunteer at 

Lyon Arboretum passed away on December 11, 2012 after a  long ill-

ness.  Wanda was a retired registered nurse who had worked at Straub 

Clinic and Hospital.  After her retirement, she brought her nurturing 

skills to the Lyon Arboretum's greenhouse, and propagated and cared 

for thousands of plants grown at Lyon.  Wanda and her husband Rich-

ard both volunteered together at Lyon for many years, and generously 

shared their time and Aloha with us. 

Wanda was a delight to work with, always bringing her enthusiasm and 

cheerful disposition with her.  She clearly cared deeply about the place, people and plants she 

chose to work with, and enriched all our lives.  We will all greatly miss her quiet grace, her bound-

less energy, and her warm smile. 

Peter Lindhout, who served for 13 years as a Lyon Tour Guide passed 

away in late October.  Peter was a bright and engaging retired engineer 

who was born in Holland.  When he retired, he began volunteering at 

the Lyon Arboretum, and participated in the guides training classes, 

then began leading guided tours throughout the Lyon gardens, inform-

ing, enlightening and entertaining hundreds of garden visitors over the 

years.  Peter was an engaging storyteller, with stories that connected 

people to the plants in our collections.  He championed learning about 

nature and the environment and the roles and responsibilities of the 

people who inhabit them.  Peter will be greatly missed by the Lyon Arbo-

retum staff, volunteers and visitors. 
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From the Director’s Desk  

Here’s wishing all of you a happy, joyful, 
and memorable New Year!   Since the 
last newsletter, so much has happened 
in a short period of time.  We hosted a 
very successful plant sale, hosted Wade 
Davis (the eminent writer and National 
Geographic “Explorer in Residence”), 
and received word of an amazing and 
transformative gift bequest.   The two 
or three of you who actually read my 
notes will remember that from time to 

time I have made mention of 
“biocultural conservation;” namely, con-
sidering the conservation of cultural 
practices and knowledge at the same 
time as we restore our natural biological 
heritage.  This is a concept that is of 
great interest to Wade Davis and ours is 
an effort he wishes to support as he con-
tinues to write and to lecture around the 
world.  His impression, after spending 
considerable time here in December, is 
that the Lyon Arboretum’s programs in 
education, ethnobotany, and biocultural 
conservation are innovative and worthy 
of broad support.  His endorsement 
means so much to us.  The arboretum 
has also been rewarded with support of 
a very different kind.   As many of you 
might have heard, an anonymous donor 
recently made a $9.4 million bequest to 
the University of Hawai‘i.  Five programs 
at the University are to receive a share 
of this gift, with approximately $1.4 mil-

lion coming to the Arboretum upon the 
passing of the donor.  These funds will 
allow us to complete the new plant con-
servation laboratory and to create an 
endowment that will, in perpetuity, 
support our rare plant conservation 
program.  It is gifts such as this that are 
truly transformative.   Because of the 
donor’s age and his wish to remain 
anonymous, no public event has been 
scheduled.  However, the University of 
Hawai‘i Foundation, which worked so 
closely with the donor, has posted a 
video in which each recipient program 
at UH describes how the gift will be 
used.  You may view it here:  http://
youtube/e94q0ckMjgA.  Thanks to each 
of you, collectively, doing your part to 
keep the Lyon Arboretum vibrant, 
beautiful, and meaningful.  Mahalo nui 
loa, and Hau‘oli Makahiki Hou. 

- Christopher Dunn 
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Exploring The Arboretum With Mashuri 

Corojo, Cuban Belly Palm (Acrocomia crispa) 

This remarkable palm has a large swelling in the trunk 

that makes it look like it swallowed something really 

big. It reminds me a bit of the drawing of the snake 

that swallowed an elephant  in Antoine de Saint-

Exupery's book "The Little Prince".  It is thought that 

this swelling stores water to help the tree get through 

the drought seasons in its native dry forest habitat on 

the island of Cuba. An interesting side note is that 

when you look up the corojo online mostly what you 

find are references to cigars. This is because a Cuban plantation named after the palm 

became famous for producing some of the world's best cigar tobacco.  

This is a large and tall palm with plumose fronds. The trunk and fronds are covered with 

large, sharp spines. The fronds are used as thatching for temporary structures and the 

seeds are sometimes eaten (said to taste like coconut or almonds) or processed to extract 

oil used in food, medicine and rituals. Cuban farmers also harvest the fruit as cattle feed, specifically when the fruit is still imma-

ture and the seed coat is still soft enough for the cattle to crush to get at the nutritious kernel. 

Despite the wetter conditions at Lyon Arboretum compared to its native habitat, our sixteen year old tree is healthy, about thirty 

feet tall, and has a well developed belly. You can see it among the coffee trees at the edge of the small lawn below Inspiration 

Point.  

-Mashuri Waite 

http://youtu.be/e94q0ckMjgA
http://youtu.be/e94q0ckMjgA


committee to determine how best to honor Trudie’s legacy, 
including how to utilize the funds contributed to FLA in her 
memory.   

    FLA also welcomed five new members to the Board, to 
assist in our mission of supporting the Arboretum.  Mary Ann 
Bell is an active community volunteer, who is the chapel co-
ordinator for weddings and memorials at Punahou School.  
Jeannie Farr works at Bank of Hawaii in the Corporate Facili-
ties Department.  Kristin Herrick is the owner of Herrick De-
sign Studios, a graphic-design company that caters mainly to 
non-profit organizations and small businesses.  Duane Oka-
moto works for the City and County of Honolulu as the Agri-
cultural Liaison, and is also President of Hawaii Flora, Inc.  
Finally, Pat Wassel is a community volunteer with a long his-
tory with the Garden Club of Hawaii and other philanthropic 
organizations.  We look forward to harnessing the talents of 
these five outstanding citizens for the good of the Lyon Ar-
boretum. 

-Jonathan Steiner 

  A warm Hau’oli Makahiki Hou to all our 
friends and members!   Those of you who 
have been up to the Lyon Arboretum lately 
will have noticed the long awaited comple-
tion of the access road improvements.  This 
project is long overdue, and we are grateful 
that the University of Hawaii and the State 
Department of Transportation were able to 
cooperate in addressing this issue, despite 
uncertainty as to ownership of the roadway. 

     This fall, the Lyon Arboretum and the Friends of Lyon Arbo-
retum lost a great friend and supporter.  Trudie Taylor, who 
served as the President of Friends of Lyon Arboretum from 
2009 through 2011, passed away on November 17, 2012.  Trudie 
has long been a supporter of the Arboretum, both as a board 
member and past president of the Garden Club of Honolulu, 
and as a board member and president of FLA.  Trudie was a 
great leader, a tireless volunteer, and a wonderful friend.  She 
will be greatly missed.  The FLA board has formed an ad hoc 

Update from the Friends of Lyon Arboretum President 
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Margaret Armstrong 

Leburta Atherton 

Patricia Avery 

Mary Ann Bell 

Richard Criley 

Thyrza Eyre 

William D. Farris 

Marion Follmer 

Cindy Goldstein 

Kate Gormley 

James & Priscilla Growney 

John Hall 

Donald Hasenyager 

Eileen Herring 

Jim & Karen Howell 

Hsin Hsieh 

Jacquelline Johnson 

Donald C.W. Kim 

Bob & Adelaide Kistner 

Robert & June Ko 

Lorene Leong 

Ursula Magaard 

Martha Masuda 

Caroline Masutani 

John McGrath 

Wilson C. Moore, Jr. 

Elsie Nakasone 

Duane  Okamoto 

Richard Quinn 

Molly Rowland 

Daryl Sato 

Jerry Scroggs 

Emmy Seymour 

Jonathan Steiner 

Les & Delle Swindale 

Trudie & David Taylor 

Lavonne Tollerud 

Barbara Tom 

Nancy Williamson 

Alvin & Trudy Wong 

Chloe Wurr 

 

‘Ilima Level (up to $250) Koa Level ($500 and above) 

Susan Chamberlin 

Garden Club of Honolulu 

Janet Henderson 

Ohi’a Level ($250  to $500) 

Mark Hastert 

Richard Kennedy & Steven Prieto 

Michael Moore 

Friends of Lyon Arboretum Member Donations 

Friends of Lyon Arboretum New Board Members  

Patricia Wassel 

Mary Ann Bell 

Kristin Herrick Jeanne Farr 

Duane Okamoto 
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BONSAI: How a Stressed-out Plant Achieves Peace & Tranquility   Instructor: George Masumoto    

In this overview of the ancient art of bonsai, George Masumoto will discuss the different sizes, styles, shapes and types 
of bonsai trees.  Learn what to look for when  purchasing a plant or viewing a display at a show, and how to train, style, 
and care for a bonsai tree.  Friday Jan. 18  9:30-11:30         $15  

    

GUIDES CLASS TRAINING CLASS                     Instructor: Jill Laughlin 

Join our elite garden guides group at Lyon, and help share your Aloha with garden visitors. Learn about the Arboretum 
and its collections, history and mission.  This series of 5 classes is for those committed to becoming a garden guide at 
Lyon Arboretum.   Classes will include both indoor and outdoor sessions.  Classes cover plant conservation, Hawaiian 
natural history, Hawaiian ethnobotany, and the Arboretum’s special gardens and collections.  All participants will be 
expected to guide garden tours at the Lyon Arboretum after completion of the classes.       
  5 Wednesdays: 1/30, 2/6, 2/13, 2/20, 2/27   9:30-11:30         $25 

 

LEI WILI            Instructors: Lyon Arboretum’s Hui Hana Lei Makers 

Learn how to make lei wili, a traditional Hawaiian style of winding/braided floral lei.  This is a hands-on class taught by 
the ladies who have been making beautiful lei at Lyon Arboretum for many years.   Lei materials will be provided, but 
please bring lei flowers if you have them!  

     Thursday February 7 9:30-12:30         $20 

CONTAINER GARDENING BASICS                 Instructors: Mhei and Brian Cyr 

 Learn how to create a successful and long-living container garden with Brian and Mhei from the O`ahu Master Gar-
dener Program.   Brian and Mhei will demonstrate container gardening for Hawaii gardens.                 
     Saturday, February 23 9:30-11:30         $15
  

COOKING WITH GREENS: What is this vegetable and how do I use it?                       Instructor: Joan Namkoong  

Joan Namkoong, local cookbook editor, writer, localvore and foodie extraordinaire will share some fresh, interesting 
and delicious greens and creative ways to use them in this demonstration class.  See the dish prepared and sample 
some ono greens.   Please bring a fork, small plate, and cloth napkin and help decrease the use of disposable products. 
     Friday, March 8  9:30-11:30         $15 + $15 supply fee 

ORCHID CULTURE                  Instructor: Doug DeMoss  

Learn how to raise these horticultural splendors from an expert.   Doug DeMoss will discuss the culture and care of a 
variety of orchids.  He’ll start with basic orchid structure, discuss how to ID the major types, and cover potting, water-
ing, temperature and light requirements, fertilizing and pest control—all the requirements to grow beautiful flowers!
     Saturday March 9   9:30-11:30 am            $20  

 

Lyon Classes 

Jan-May 2013 Lyon Arboretum—University of Hawai`i at Mānoa 



CHILDREN’S CLASSES: 

LEI WORKSHOP SERIES FOR KEIKI:                        Instructor: Happy Tamanaha  
These workshops are intended to share traditional Hawaiian lei-making techniques with children, to encourage and 
inspire a new generation of lei makers.  The classes are only for children currently in grade 3 –12.  Happy will be as-
sisted by Kats Tamanaha and Jean Matsuda.  Space is limited, so please register to assure your participation.  Cost will 
be $5 per family. 

LEI KUI: #1 in a series of lei  workshops for keiki Saturday February 16       9:30-11:30                $5 
The stringing method: bring colorful flowers you can use for stringing lei. 

LEI WILI: #2 in a series of lei  workshops for keiki Saturday March 16      9:30-11:30                        $5   
The winding method:  bring colorful flowers and foliage you can use to make your wili lei. 

LEI HAKU: #3 in a series of lei workshops for keiki Saturday April 13      9:30-11:30          $5 
The braiding method: bring colorful flowers and foliage you can use to make your haku lei.  
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BEES: GROWING A BEE GARDEN                            TGCH Conservation Committee           

 Learn about the A BEE C’s of one of your garden’s most powerful tools, the bees.  The class will high-
light the extreme value of bees in our ecosystem and will offer tips on the best ways to enlist the help 
of bees in your pursuit of a more beautiful and healthy garden.     Friday, April 5
               9:30-11:30        $15 

RAIN GARDENS FOR HOME LANDSCAPES                            Instructor: Jolie Wanger  

Learn how to build a rain garden that will help recharge our precious island aquifer and keep your garden green!  By 
installing a simple rain garden in your own yard you can create a system that helps to prevent the loss of storm run-off, 
and makes your garden more attractive and functional at the same time.  In this morning workshop, Jolie will describe 
the benefits of creating a rain garden system, and the design and installation process.  Class will include some hands-on 
experience in site analysis and design of a rain garden, so come ready to design, create, and mālama our `āina!  Class 
size limited, preregistration required.     Saturday April 6  9:30-11:30        $20 

VANILLA CULTURE                                   Instructor: Doug DeMoss       

Learn how to grow your own vanilla beans!  Doug DeMoss will teach you how to propagate, pollinate and care for the 
vanilla orchid, grown for its beautiful flower, robust vining foliage, and its aromatic fermented fruit.  Each student will 
receive a vanilla orchid to take home.  This  popular class usually sells out, so register early!     
       Saturday April 13        9:30-11:30 am           $20 

EASY COMPOSTING & GROWING GARDEN VEGGIES         Terri Langley, Anna Yorba, Margaret Mortz        

A primer on composting, and how to grow salad vegetables in your own yard, or on your lanai.   
          Friday, April 19   9:30-11:30          $15 

`OHE KA PALA              Instructor: Ka`iulani deSilva          

Ka`iulani will discuss the art and history of `ohe ka pala, the traditional Hawaiian bamboo stamping tools used to im-
press kapa cloth with beautiful designs and colors.  During the class you learn how to create a design and make your 
own `ohe ka pala.       Saturday, May 4  9:00-11:30        $20 

Prerequisite: Students must know how to braid. 
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New Plant Species Discovered Above Manoa by arboretum staff, 
O‘ahu Botanist 

Volume XXXVII, No. 1 WINTER SPRING 2013 

During a botanical survey near the summit of the Ko‘olau Mountains above 
Manoa Valley last fall, a team of two Lyon Arboretum staff and the Division 
of Forestry and Wildlife O‘ahu Botanist came across a small population of 
plants in the endemic genus Cyanea. The taxon did not match any existing 
species descriptions and, after consulting with the Bishop Museum Herbar-
ium and other local botanists, it seems it may represent a new taxon. The 
survey team who made the discovery consisted of Maggie Sporck  (O’ahu 
Botanist), Mashuri Waite( Lyon Arboretum Grounds and Collections Man-
ager), and Adam Williams( a member of Lyon’s Hawaiian Rare Plant Pro-
gram). The team has begun to write a species description paper and hope to 
have the data they need to publish in 2013. 

The find was made during a survey for other rare Hawaiian plant species on and around the summit of Konahuanui, 
the highest peak in the Ko‘olau Mountain Range at 3,149 feet in elevation. The mountain, which looms behind Manoa 
Valley and Honolulu, also forms the eastern peak of Nu‘uanu Valley when crossing the Pali highway and is a visible 
landmark for most of O‘ahu’s south shore. Although O‘ahu is considered to be the most exhaustively explored Island 
in Hawai‘i, it is very exciting to see that new discoveries are still being made.—Adam Williams 

More children’s classes: Spring Break and Summer Classes 2013 

STREAM! (STEM learning + Art and Recreation!)    

Instructors: Lyon Education Staff:  Jill Laughlin, Richard Sears, and Reiko 
Trow 

Five full days of hands-on, minds-on activities at the Lyon Arboretum.  We’ll do 

lots of hiking, explore stream habitats, learn about the Mānoa watershed, island 

ecosystems,  and our effects on the ocean, do photography and art, create rain 

chains, learn about Hawaiian culture and do some gardening science.  This is a 

great opportunity for kids who love the outdoors, and those who’d like to learn 

more about Hawaii’s natural history. For children currently in grades 1-5.     

     Mon-Fri March 18-22   8:30 am—2:30 pm              $200.00 

CHILDREN’S SUMMER SCIENCE CLASSES 

upcoming summer classes: 

JUNE 3-7   Nature Discovery Camp 

JUNE 10    Sustainable Arts Class 

JUNE 12-14  Garden & Science Adventures Class 

Download an application form for our children’s classes at:  

www.hawaii.edu/lyonarboretum 

      See our website at www.hawaii.edu/lyonarboretum for additional classes 
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Raffle Prize 

For those who sign up for the email newsletter 
by  April 30th, you will be eligible for a $10 gift 

certificate that will be redeemable at the Arbo-
retum gift shop. 

Congratulations to Ingrid Beadles, our  Winter/
Spring 2013 raffle prize winner.   

Good luck!   

For more information about donating to the Arboretum, please contact the UH Foundation (Harriet Cintron at  
956-8103 or manoa.development@uhf.hawaii.edu) or the Director of the Arboretum at 988-0457.                    
Please send to: Lyon Arboretum / UHF, Appeal code: 09LY2, 3860 Mānoa Rd, Honolulu, HI 96822  

Name:___________________________________________      Phone: (        )_________ — _________________ 

Address: ________________________  City:___________________      Zip: __________Email: ________________________ 

  Payment method:  ______ check (payable to Lyon Arboretum/UHF, Attn account #12043404) 

       Or Credit Card: _____ (Visa)       _____ (Master Card)       _____ (American Express) 

Account #: __________ — _________ —_________— _________ Exp date: _______/________  Security code: _________ 

Signature: _______________________________________________________ 

Save the trees! 

If you’d like to receive  future newsletters in pdf for-
mat via email,  
please contact  

higashi2@hawaii.edu 

school field trip subsidies ($100 ea.), Rite-in-the-Rain ink-jet paper ($86), keiki rain ponchos ($5 ea.), HD 

laminator ($250), laptop computer ($1,000), Silky short hand saw ($65), rain jackets ($40 ea.), sickles ($3 ea), 

two 8’ fiberglass step ladders ($140 ea.), fruit for Jams & Jellies: Lilikoi, Jaboticaba, Calamondin, Kumquat, 

Surinam and Strawberry Guava; 50’x5/8” Heavy Duty Garden Hose; Pruning Saw  & Shears ($70); Tarp ($10) 

We extend extreme gratitude to these donors for their support: 

$1500 + 

Mr. John H.R. Plews 

$500-$1499 

Ms. Jan D. Elliott 

Ms. Doreen Fukumitsu 

Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth C.M. Lee 

Ms. Nancy Skelsey 

$100-$499 

Mr. & Mrs. H. Richard Burson 

Mr. Richard A. Criley 

Foodland Super Market, Ltd. 

Mrs. Margaret Y. Harada 

Ms. Suzanne Harada 

Up to $99 

Ms. Denalee L. Choy 

Ms. Lori M. Chun 

Ms. Leila A. Ekimoto 

Foodland Give Aloha 

Mrs. Mildred Fukumoto 

Ms. Nancy Hindel 

Mrs. Eunice Itoga 

Mrs. Edna Kano 

Mr. & Mrs. Russell H.F. Mau 

Mrs. Janice Nishiki 

Mrs. Kay Shoji 

Dr & Mrs. Yoshimitsu Takei 

Dr. Phyllis Turnbull 

Mrs. Elaine Ushiro 

Ms. Joan Yanagi 

$100-$499 (Cont’d) 

Mr. & Mrs. H. John Heide 

Ms. Sumie Higa 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert T. Hirano 

Mr. & Mrs. Jay Kadowaki 

Dr. & Mrs. Howard Keller 

Mrs. Florence Lamoureux 

Mr. & Mrs. N. Preston Lentz 

Manoa Shopping Center, Inc. 

Mrs. Carol Nakashima 

Mr. Phillip Olsen  

Ms. Diane Ott 

Dr. Barbara Polk 

Mr. & Mrs. Carl Terashima 

Mr. Jim Wageman 

Mr. & Mrs. Douglas K.J. Wong 

WISH LIST 



 

Arboretum Hours: 

Monday-Friday, 8am-4pm 
Saturday, 9am-3pm 

Closed on Sundays & Holidays 

$5 Docent led tours available 
at 10am, Monday-Saturday.  

Please call 988-0461 for 
reservations. 

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  H a w a i ´ i - M ā n o a  

H a r o l d  L .  L y o n  A r b o r e t u m  

3860 Mānoa Rd. 

Honolulu, HI 96822 

Phone: 808-988-0456 

www.hawaii.edu/lyonarboretum 
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Arboretum Staff 

Director:  

Dr. Christopher Dunn 

Administration: Destin       

Shigano, Derek Higashi  

Education & Volunteer  

Programs:  Jill Laughlin, 

Richard Sears, Reiko Ueki 

Plant Collections & Grounds:  

Mashuri Waite, Hajime     

Fujisaki, Bronson Yadao 

Ethnobotany: Līloa Dunn, 

Poco Compehos  

Micropropagation Lab: Nellie 

Sugii, Cindy Yamamoto, 

Doug  Okamoto, Peter     

Wiggin,  Adam Williams,  

Bernice Fielding 

Seed Lab: Tim Kroessig 

Horticulture: Liz Huppman, 

Carol Nakamura 

Botanist:  Karen Shigematsu 

Facilities / Maintenance: Ken 

Seamon, Clancy Ako 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
Spring Plant Sale 

Saturday, April 20, 2013 

9 am—2 pm 
At Lyon Arboretum 

A benefit for The Harold L. Lyon Arboretum University of Hawaii-
Manoa, Lyon in Summer 2013 will be an early evening garden party held 
at The Lyon Arboretum on July 13th. The event is sponsored by the 
Friends of Lyon Arboretum. It provides the opportunity for visitors to 
enjoy an evening in the only easily accessible rainforest on Oahu. Tables 
are set under tents to provide shelter from possible rain showers, but the 
beauty of the unique location provides enjoyment for all. For more infor-
mation and to purchase a table or individual tickets call 808-988-0464. The 
Lyon Arboretum is located at 3860 Manoa Road, Honolulu, Hi 96822. 

Save the Date for Lyon in Summer 2013 

July 13, 2013 

tel:808-988-0464

