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BIOGRAPHICAL SlM1ARY: SPM NISHI:f\1URA, tailor

Sam Nishimura, Japanese, was born in Haleiwa, April 28, 1905. His
father came from Kumamoto; .Japan in 1899. His father worked as a gardener
on t.he plantations ill Puunene (Maui), and then came to Oahu where he
worked at Aiea and Ewa. In about 1904, Sam's fath.er moved to Haleiwa,
married, and started a truck farming bus i ness , Later, the truck farm
was sold and Sam's father went to work at Waialua Plantation. He later
apprenticed as a tailor and opened his own tailor shop in. about 1915 ..

SalTI f i ni.shed 11ig11 school at McKinley in 1924. His mother passed away,
and Sam j-oined hi.s father in the tailor shop. The young woman who was
to become Sam's wife worked there also. The Nishimuras have two sons
and four daughters.

Prior to World War II, Sam had SigI1Cd a bank note for a truck that
was sent to the .Japan Red Cross. I-Ie was the only nisei to sign and was
picked up for questioning at the beginning of lVorld War II. An inves
tigation took place in April, 1942. Mr. Midkiff and. Mr. And.erson vouched
for him as character witnesses, but Sam was taken to Sand Island Detention
Camp and was later transferred to the Honouliuli Internment Camp. He
was interned lll1tilJanuary, 1944.

After the War ,he went back to the tailor shop. 11i5 wife passed
away in 1960. Sam 'rernained active in the Senior Ci t i.zens ' lunch program
and h i s t.ai.l.or business unt i I he passed away on February 4, 1977, just
a few months aft.cr the last interview was completed.

111e Oral Hi s tory Proj ect is extreme l y grateful to Sam for sharing
his vivid mcmeor i es wi th us and t.hose who will read these transcripts.
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ORAL HISTORY INTERVIEW

with

Sam Nishimura (SN)

.July 12, 1976

Ha l eiwa , Hawaii

BY: Perry Nakayama ePN)

PN: Thi s is an interview with Mr .. Sam Ni.shimura on. July 12th,. 1976, in h i s
home in Hal.e iwa , My. Nishimura , could you tell me about your parents?
Wh,ere they CaITI.e from?

51'J: lAJell, my parents carne f'rom Kumamoto-ken , Japan .. It's 011 t.he d s Iand of
Kyushu. I-Ie carne here in 1899 as all immigra.nt, and 11e went to Puunene to
work as a contract laborer. VJe11, after hisco.ntract expired, he came
to Oahu and worked for a while at Ewa and at Ai.ea, TIlen , he came to
Hal e iwa in about 1904 and started. truck fanning. Well, dur.ing that time,
my father marr i.ed my mother. And I was born in Haleiwa , Reared in the
truck fa.rming place where today it is all cane f i e Id . Then somebody
f rom Ai ca carne to buy my fa.ther' s t Y1ICk garden, so l1C moved to a
p l.ant.ation camp in Opaeul.a , Here , I was raised, and when I was six
years 0 lc1, 1. was sent to Kaaawa School. Tha t' s beyond Kahana. We 1.00](

the t rain I rom here to Wa.ialua. to Kahuku. And .frorn Kahuku, we 1.ra115
ferred on the small t.rain and went to Kahana. From there, we proceeded
to Kaaawa Sc11001. The primary purpose of my fa.ther sending me to
Kaaawa School was trying to make Inc more proficient in speaking
.Japanesc . So, Lwas there two years. TINt I was all r i.ght , I became
pretty good in Japanese, but 1fe11 back in. English, because I stayed .
two years rhere. Came back, I was still a first grader , So I lost
two years in my schooling. And well, I started my' schooling in Haleiwa
Elementary School. Or rather, it was called, Waialua Element.ary School,
at that time. A11d after finishing school th.ere- -Japanese school and
the English school, I went to Honolulu. And there I stayed at a
.Japancse hi gh school dormitory for one year, because I graduated from
the high schooI- - -the .Japanese high school in one year , I enrolled at
the McI\:l..]}}.GY..... I-ligll ..School ..asa ...freshman,·a.nd····tookup····conID1eycial~~·~·.:
that- was way back, about 1921. ]]1811, I tv-as not able to sta.y at a donn,
because all t.he graduates f rom t.ho Japanese high school who were
boarding there were not a l.lowcd to stay there. So, I moved to a place
in Palmna, and from there, I went to McKinley. I went to McKinley for

. three yeurs , and f in i shed the commercial COL1YSe in 1925. Came back ,
and I applied. for a job at a Bank of Hawai i ill Vvaialua. But, in the
meantirne , my mother died. My father was running the tailor S110p" And
natura1ly, I was the on.ly son. Nobody to take care of the store, 50'1

had to join with my fa.ther ill runni.ng the tailor shop. J 113.d fo learn
my cutti ng .sys ten from. the correspondence school, the Mitchell
Correspondent Tailoring School in New York. I finished the course',



328

and until today, I'm a tailor. (Chuckles)

PN: Could we goback.... Your father came .to Maui, but why did he transfer
to. Oahu?

SN: Well, all his friends told him that there wa.s a contract in Ewa where
he could work three years and make more money. So, ho came to Oahu and
there were his fr i.ends from same prefecture .in Kumamoto , So, he came
to Ewa, but somehow, they got involvedat their working place, and he
had to leave Ewa plantation. So 11e worked for only about a month at
the pl.arrtati.on.

PN: Was this because of the strike?

SN: No. The fellows (oldtimers) who were living there took advantage of
the newcomers. In other words, they give the rough work to the new
comers, and they take the eas ier work, to make more money. That's the
reason \v11Y they had to figl1t and t.he cook at 'that place told hi.m, "You
bet.t.er run away , otherwise they're going to gang on all of you .. " So
they all ran away to Mea.

PN : This was because ....

SN: ~Vell, they beat the other guys with cane stalks .. They d.id a lot of
damage to rhem, I 'th ink. T11€ ol.dt imers had a .big meeting and decided
to attack the ncwcomers , so' my father and the others all roan away to
Aiea.. For rhe work they did at E\'Ja--JIO compcnsation , At Ai.ca , he was
work ing ..... at..... [1. .p.lace called Makalapa and Hal.awa digging kiawe roots;
taking away' stones, etc. He worked around there ,but it wasn f t -s'teady
work, so, he came to Waialua to look around. for a. job. And here he
saw a good truck farm garden. Well, he was used to that kind of job
in. Japan. So, he started truck farming. Raising da ikon and cabbages ..
And from the fann he had to ·carry the products a good five miles on
his back to.sell to the plantation laborers for a meager 5¢ or IO¢ a
runch , .

PN: f-Ie was working for somebody else?

SN: No. He worked for himself. Then a fellow who came f rom Aiea to see
that field, saw the field was so green and so productive, that he
decided tO~~1)'~.h~:fcl}111. SQ,Jle .....soldd.r.. Thenhewerrtvtowcrk-for
Waia.lua Plantation.

PN: To work as. ~ ..

SN: ~Vell, he worked as a plumber. He worked as a plumber, for a coupl.e
of years, and.. __ he found a good job in Schofield, laying pipes for all
t.he barracks . So he worked about one year there. Then he became the
apprentice for a tailor shop, to be a tailor.

PN: How did he .become apprentice? Did somebody choose him, or ...
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SN: No, no. There were lot of tailors at that time here. So, he (f'at.her)
went to ask Mr..Kitaoka, if he could be taken in as an apprent i cc ,
!VIy mother and father were accepted. TI1ey work as apprentice for one
year and a half. To make· a'pattern, thC3:t's another thing, because
they don't teach you patterns too easily. It's' not easy to learn.,
anyway_ So he had to go in town to learn. The proprieter down here
didn't show him how to cut. I-Ie was now ready to open a tailor shop.

PN: Did they pay him while he was an apprentice?

SN: Maybe some spend.ing money.

PN: He was married, then, yeah?

SN: Oh, yes, I was there , so .•..

PN: How did 11e support your family?

SN: Well, he must have had some extra money, I think. I don't know.

PN: How long was he an apprentice?

SN: Maybe year a.nd half. One year, I think. Then he started this store.
It was a small s tore , He started this store about nineteen fifteen, or
sixteen. It's over sixty years now~

PN: So, what was required to start a tailor SI10p?

SN: Well, he had to get all the material woolen and cotton. He was able
to sew suits. Coat and pants. And my mother sewed shirts.. So that
would help him.

PN: Your mother worked as a helper to your father in the tailor shop?

SN: Well, she had to sewall the shirts and the working pants. But mostly
shi.rts , Father used to sewall the pants.

PN: Di.d he need a license to open up?

SN: Oh, yeah. lVell, right. You have to have a license. $25 license to
()PC:?I?-!~{l stQre_atthat -time. Now, it's different~Yol..i-justget-your
license for starting the bus iness , It's very cheap, now, but at that
time, at least $25.

PN: Did they have to take a test?

SN: No, no. r~o .such thing.

PN: Just application?

·SN: You just apply for a license to open a store. You oapply for that.
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PN: You know, this apprenticeship training period, how-- - it's ....

SI'1: Regular hours .

PN: Just regular hours? And when you complete it, you feel sure that you
can open your own shop.

SN: No. ~Vell, t.hey went in wi th the agreement that they would be there for
so many years , A year or yea.r and a. 11a1£. After th.e agreement was
made well, if t.he proprieter saw that he was ready to start, he
couldn' t stop h.im,

PN: And all what he sold as an apprentice goes to the ...

SN: Oh, yeah. He must have had some .kozukai., .lapanesc call it.. You know,
spendi.ng money, But, I don't rea.lly know because I was ·too small to
know what was happening.

PI'J: It's a little after he s tarted his own business that World War I began ..
Do you remember ...

SN: Yeah. Well, when World lvar I, he had. to register. If he wanted to.
I-Ie could have vo lunt.eered , but he didn't. So .... he d.idnt , until---I
dont know how old was that. But anyway , he told me that he didn't go
.irrto the Army. They had to register, though.

PN: Going back to t.h.is Kaaawa School , what was the 'name of that school?

SN: Kaaawa School.

PN: It was both---English-Japanese school?

SN: The Kaaawa School is still standing there. I've noticed .that . But the
.Iapancse school is defunct now, but, you know, at that time, that
.Japanese school was very popular , People for ... allover Oahu carne to
the school" 111e .Iapanese school was callecl Kaaawa Nipponj in Shogakko
which was run by Mr, Tamot.su Mat.sunnrra... was a ve ry good school teacher.
And very strict. And bcsides Jie was from the same prefecture where
my fat.her was bo rn. rfhat' s the reason why parents wanted to send their
kids to hi.s school. There were girls and boys from Honol.ulu , Waipahu,
Ewa.., '~Vaiallae, and allover t.he place.

tv-ere sent there, because it was a good .Japanese school ?

SN:. .Japanese school was , yeah, very disciplined. Very .good Japanese
school. But after, .I t.hink he got married to one of t.he pupils. All
these parents stop sending the kids. That ' s the reason why we had to
come back. .Stayed two years.

PN: l-Ie married one of the pup i l s?

SN: Moral e was .very 10'''', you see. Teacher is not supposed to do Lhat ,
according to t.he old Japanese style of t.eaching , so, they didn't like
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the idea. ·Do you know that place? I was six years old, so you can
imagine how small I was. We had to lay our own mat, and sleep. Not
enough food, and lot of these yOlIDg kids used ·to urinate on that futon,
so t.hey had to take it in the yard and then dry it themse1f and carry
"em back again, see. 'Cause nobody to' help you. You on your own.

PN: Oh, nobody to. watch over you folks?

SN: No, no. TIley watch over you, but whatever you did you had to do on
your own. They didn't help you. You had to be independent.

PN: They had' a kitchen that fed you?

SN: Right , r i.ght .

PN: What kind of food was ....

SN: Typical Japanese food. :tv1oming time, .!!ll.?o shi ru. You kDOW, that nl1SO

soup. And, maybe once a week , ment , I triink. I don it know. I forgot.
Anyway, somehow I survived so it must have been al r ight .

(Laughter)

PI\]: Did you like it there?

SN: No. We d.i.dn ' t have enough food, so xlur i ng the weekend, we used to go
IIp in the mount.ain , pick guavas and papayas , .and eat that.. Otherwise,
no other foods , So, there was a lot of cons t i.pat.i.on there. You know,
guavas:

(PN chuckles)

SN: Lot of constipation. So, lot of kids were suffering. I.~ noticed t.hat .

PN: You know how much the school -cost?

SN: lVell, it must have been very cheap, because fifty cent was suff'i.ci.cnt
for me to go and come back from Kaaawa to Haleiwa ..

PN: That's for tra.veling?

SN: Yeall,travelingmoney. So-mus-t 11avebeerl cheap. ldoh't know. Maybe
ten dollars, or less t.han that, I t.h.ink , 1 dont k110\v.

PN : You mean , 'you connnuted back and forth all the way ....

SN: No, no, no. ~Ve stayed at a donn. We had a donn that ...

PN: How lnany times during the year did you ...

SN: Once a year. Only New Year time, we came back. We went in September.

PN :. T11at 's the 0111y break?
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SN: Yeah. That's the only break we had.

PN: So you l~en~ to English school during the day, then Japanese in the
afternoon?

SN: Right. No, no, no - - -yeah, yeah. Same thing. Yeah. Eng.li sh in the
morning time and Japanese school in the afternoon. Yeah, I wasted
my---well, I became pretty good in Japanese, but my English was-·--I lost
out two' years. So that's the reason why when I finished high school,
I was twenty.

PN: Oh, I see. So when he married his pupil, you came back? Your parents
brought you back?

SN: Yeah , my parents ... 1 left everyt.hi.ng . My mat. !\tty t.runk , Didn't
bring 'em back..There was 110 way of bring.ing them back, You see,
when we went to that school, we had. to go on the bu.ggy. We took all
our belonging; on the buggy. 1Ve carne back all the train. and we didn f t
want to go back and bring our be longings back. So they were left
there. I don't know what happened. (Chuckles)

PN: (Chuckles) Do you remember how long the buggy ride took?

SN: Qh. Good half a day.

PN: That's---you're renting it out?

SN: From a---no, no. One of my relative's son was go i ng , so I went,
together with him. From Haleiwa, we rode on a buggy, past Kahuku and
then Kaharn , th.en to Kaaawa. Yeah. That's the only transportation.
~Ve used to walk quite a bit, because, those days, nothing to ride on.

PN: Do you remember any games or sports you folks played 'there?

SN: They used to play ball. Indoor ball at that time but outside of that,
I don't hl0W. I don't know what they were playing. Too small, you
know. Now, ch ildren who are six or seven today won't be able to go
that ki nd school. I tell you, it's not easy. Yeah,' if about seven,
e .ight years, not so bad. But, you know, six years, jus t started school ,
my gosh, I tell you. Rough. Very rough.

---_. __._..-_._._------_._-_._._-_ _--_ .._---_.._.._--

-PN: Coul-dydTi;-lik-e,-comparetha-EkIild of SCll00l to Wa.ialua Elementary?
You came back and went to \Vaiallla Elementary?

SN: Yeah , well, no comparison, because you're at home, now. You connnuted
f rom YOlIY }101ne, so everything is there, but when )TOU go to those
dormi tory school, you don't have anything. You know, you .dont t have
candies, and good.ios , ~1y father used to ask me .... "Did you get any candy?"
I'd say, "No." He sent a couple of t imes , but t.hey must have been
confiscated. And were given to some other children. See, that's what
t.hey used to do. You cannot just enjoy by yoursel f . Everybody had to
share. So , it's same like when I went to Japanese h i gh school in
Honol.ul.u. We're not allowed to hold too much money, you see. So
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whatever came in the mail, they used to open up. If there was money
in there they took it and put it in your account. So, you didn't have
the spendi.ng money. So in .Japanese high school, well, what they used
to do wasta give us t.he money when we needed. Every Saturd.ay,
well, you made a requisi tion t.hat you would buy. a shoe. You want to
buy a book. And you present that to the master 'there . 'Then he says,
"What 're you going to do?" You say, "Well, I'm. going to buy a shoe .. "
And he ' d say, "Bring your shoes ;" And then you bring the old shoes,
all worn out, so he says, "Okay." Say, "Okay." But no, instead of
buying shoes, you go and buy chop suey and eat 'em all up. Yeah.

(PN laughs)

SN: Yeah, they don't buy. When they have .requested. (Laughs ) That's what
happened. Yeah. 'Cause not enough food to eat at anyplace. .~en you
go to boarding school, not enough food. But somehow, you have to
survive, so.... .

Pl\i: Your parents would send you money while you went to thi s boarding school
in' town?

SN: Yeah, yeah. M1ileyou are there. They have to send.. They send a
requisition from school. From the school to the parents, and they will
send it to you ..

PN: How did you get into that Japanese school? You had to apply?

SN: Apply for it, yeah.

PN: Take an exam?

St~: No, 110. TIle dorm, I didn't have to. But the school .... ~f you wanted
to---see, they had from freshman to senior, so if you're proficient in.
.Japancse , they' 11 ask you for ...what they call- -.henytl shik8D. or coming
in examination, or entrance examination. You know, by that, they'll
determine whether you' 11 be in the second year, third year, fourth
year _ But I was somewhat for tunate , I think. Whell I went from country
to there, I was in the senior class, already. lAJi thout taking exarnin.ation,
I was in senior class, so, in othcr words, I f iriished Japanese High
School ill just one year. Comparatively, I think it wasn't too hard for
TI1~.~ because ~]!9-tJ -l~~medin.down.here-(Iialeiwa}\vas······pretty·····good,

"because -I--could compete wi th them. \Ve had about fifty s tudents , \\111ell
I first entered , I was about number twelve or eleven.. 111is was pretty
high. But when I graduated, I graduated about 18 or 19, so, still not
too bad. On the paper. Yeah. So, still today, I can use my Japanese
at wedding party or funera l . To make a speech. TIley call 011 TIle., I can
make a speech, I'm not afraid to do that. At least I learned my
Japanese. (Laughs)

PN: TIIat's good. What was the housing like there at the Japanese boarding
school?



SN: You mean , at Honolulu? Well, it was divided into about four sections
of'... .A.I1d there were leaders in that group. And all the seniors were
.in charge of their group there, so ..... let' s say, in one room, we had
about twenty, I t.hi.nk . Twenty in one group. Had about, up and down..
So , had about eighty. When I went, there were about eighty "

PN: This is total enrollment?

SN: Yeah. A11d at that time, everyt.hi.ng was about $17 .. 50. One .month.

PN: One month? Tuition?

SI'1: Tuit.ion and boarding and everything. 'Well, comparativcl.y; the Mil ls
school was charging $175 a year.

PN: What school was this?

SN: Mid-Pacific. At the time when we entered, you see how cheap the tuition
"vas? So, if you went to ~1id-Pacific,theyhad a schol.arshi.p . In other
words, you. can work in the mess hall, you can work in the yard, and
they'll deduct. So, the amount that you put in, from that you can
deduct, you see, so they didn't have to pay too much. But like ours,
we di.dnt have such a t.hi.ng , so, we paid about $17.50, I think. So
that's about $175---a'year~

PN: So, they divided between two groups. There was any dorm for the girls
in...

SN: Well, girls" donn was al together in a different section, different place.
I don't know that place, but, anyway, it was about quarter mile away
from our pl ace , I thi.nk , more. Quart.er or half a mile.

PN: So, when you speak of eighty students, that's all boys, eh? The boys'
section.

SN·: From f reshman up to seniors.

PN: Seniors took care of a certa.in number?

SN: Yeah, well, senior care of---it was formed just like a company_ There's
two head, They call 'em ryocho , Theyre the head of the school dorm.

__.I~2_~2Y_?_thQ.t __ ~:r~__ iDCbargeg.r_eseniQr_s. __'fwo-boys-are-i-Dcha.-".rg@of-the--
two sections. One this side, one, this. .Left wing and the r i.ght wing ..
And then under hi.m , they had, what 'they call a hancho. In ether words,
j us t Like a'sergeant. Take care of all the groups, up and down. So,
all in all,' six persons 11ehT in charge the whol e COJl1pOlU1d. A11d beside
that, they had two, the boarding schoo.l master and the assistant. They
were in, charge of the whole donn.'

PN: They would check on curfews or .. :?
SN:· Right. We .had curfew 9:30, and' after that, if you want.ed to study, they

had a special section whereby you can. go there and study. Otherwise ,
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all the rooms are all closed. Darkened, already, so cannot.

PN: What other restrictions were there?

SN: Well .... if it's already 9:30, you're supposed to sleep. But you are
going to .hi gh se11001, so naturally, you have lot of homework. If you
cannot finish, you have to go upstairs.. There is a place where you
can study.

PN: Did they have, like, no eating in the dorm?

SN: Well .... anyway, food was very scarce. We hardly saw food' in our rooms.
Maybe only candies, like that , but .... cookies , .Li.ke that, I don't know.
I didn't see. I didn't taste it, anyWay, so I don't know. (Laughs)

PN: Did you like it there?

SN: Well .... you know, ·you get to know friends from Hawai i , Maui , Kauai, and
so, that's one thing good about it. Arid t.hcn , you get used to living as
one group , whereas you' 11 never experience that ki.nd of life if you
don't go to dorm school. But, it's just like the army. You know, you
have to learn 110w to get together with the boys , and then, at the
same time, YQu have to learn how to wash your clothes, what do you call,
underwear and what not. But on th.e outside, well, the shirt, pants,
is taken outside to be laundered, so not so bad. But, underwear and
what not, the small things, you have to wash your own. Same thing
happened when I was interned. So t.he life style was simi l ar to the
boarding school. You have to do your own, because nobody going to do
your Laundry for you. You got to do your own. (Chuckles)

PN: At the donn, at this Japanese boarding school, you folks free time, how.
did you guys get money to go movies, or ...

SN: Well, once a morrth , they used to give us fifty cents. ' Let's see, now,
fifty cent.s. Yeah. Fifty cents a night. That time, movie was about
t en cents or 25¢. Saimin was ten cents. That's all you got fifty cent.
Then you come back. You walk to the .PrincessTheatre.

PN: Now, we were talking about the Japanese school, and, you said, you
folks traveled from McKinley to the Japanese school by what? Trolley?

--SN:- - Well,-- tJ1e-Rapid-Transitwas-going--a-t-tnattimefrom-Poft--Street . So,
we used to ride on that and get a transfer, and went to Hotel Street,
and then to the old IvIcKil1ley High Schoo l wh i ch is- - -do you know the
old McKinl.ey High School?

PI'-J: No.

SN: LiI1ek,JD.a Schoo l by Mcd.ical. Arts nuilding and right in the baek there's
a school there on the Diamond Head side of Thomas Square. It's between
Beretania and Young Street. TIl0mas Square---right opposite Thomas
Square. The school t s still there; you ean see the stone building. That
used to be the sc i ence and typewriter rooms. The fare was two and a
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half cents , one way. And we were allowed ten cents for our kaukau.
Lunch, or in other words, fifteen cents a day. So, for one week, it
was ninety cents. That's all we were allowed at that t ime , Not anymore.
If you wanted to eat more, you had to get your OMl money. That-s the
reason why you wanted some extra money; to eat. But ten cents was 110t
enough. What're you going to eat? You know, the milk, and then some
sandwich, 111at was all. .

PN: They served this at McKinley?

SN: ~1cKinley. That's all you can eat. So what we used. to do, just to
save the ten cents, we walked from that .... Japanese boarding school to
IvIcKinl ey .

PN: To save 'the .... ·

SN: Then to save the lO¢ we walked back, to school (boarding}, There used
to be a s tore called Centeio. We used to stop by there, buy a loaf of
bread and t.hen haITI, put 'em inside. Eat one loaf. We ate together
with the other guys, so it wasn't too bad.

(Laughter)

SN: Otherwise, not enough to eat. Yeah , 'then, like in ~Japanese school,
they used to have fire drill once a morrth , We all woke up about five
ill the morrring , Sometimes earlier than that . And we used to climb the
Punchhowl. 111at mountain t.here , You know, rhere ' s a crater, now.
They used to let us climb' t.hat place, you know. (This is a .Japanese donn
life~) That was some chore. There ,used to be a lot of grass at that .
time, but, lot of guys used to go there. And they would time us to see
how .many minutes i t took us to go on top there. It wasn't easy.

PN: Part of the fire drill?

SN: Yeah. .Jus t to find out how much stamina you had. And like in .kaukau
side, too, we d.idn ' t have too good a food, but once a month, we had
meat. Hekka , You know that hekka .. Once a month. So, well, we who
si t at the--saJne table worked as a t.eam. "You get the s}iichirin (or
grill) . A11d you get the charcoal . And you' go for the .... smal I sticks
so we can start 'the fire." So when we were d i.smis scd , we used. to run
for t.ha.t shi.chi.ri.n, _Tllen,.br-irlg.-it out,--staFt····the-fire·~ But if you
don't have a good gang , boy, by the time we had the fire started the
other guys were eating, going home, already.

So t.hey used to do t.hat once a month. Not chi cken hekka, but meat
hekka , Beef.

PN : Beef }1ekl~a~ They used to feed you breakfas t and I unch at the boarding ...

SN: Right.

PN: And breakfast and dinner?
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SN: Breakfast, yeah.

PN: But Lunch would be at MCt"Cinley?

SN: Either ~,1cKinley, or some of them were going to connnercial school at
that time, so . . . . .

PN: Could you tell me agai n about corrnnercial school and what else was
there? Prep school, and....

SN: Well, McKinley High School was divided into general studies, comllercial,
and preparatory. - Was three those days.

PN.: How did you get placed in there?

SN: Well, you apply forcorrnnercial. Li.ke me., I was a commercial s tudent ,
So, first year, you have to take .....business; ar i thmet.i.c . Second
year, bookkeeping, typing, and shorthand. You have to take all that.
So, by the t i.me you graduate, you have to accumul.at.e so many points in
connnercia.l subj ects. Otherwise , rhey won't classify you as a commercial
s tudent . They classify you as a. general student. In other words,
you can pick any subject and make the grade point for general course.
At that time, it, was 16 to 18 credits. 16 is required and beyond
that you can just choose anything ...

PN: Do you remember t.he entrance exam that you had to ...

SN: No, we didn't have an exam. They didn't give us an entrance exam, but
it was rather strict. Cause some of the classmates I met in Sept.ember ,
when came December , they were all gone. I asked, ''Where are they?"
Say, "OIl, they got a notice saying don't come back to school".

PN: lVh)T is' that ?

SN: Theyre f.lunking out. If you flunk in two subjects, they jus t take
you out from the school. Those were the days. Because McKinley was
the only high school in the state, in the territory at that time. No
other high school.

PN: They got kicked out where?

-SN:Well,-sorneofthem-wentto Io.Ian.i. AtThat time, wel l , the standarcl
was low. Go down there, make up the gracle point, corne back about junior
year. Some of t.hern I know, they came back. (Chuckl.es ) So those days,
they used to f Iunk you out, because even you're a senior, until the
last examinat ion , )TOU don't know if you f lunked the subj ect , You don't
make t.he-v v i f it's English, rhat t s the most important. English,
history, sc i ence , math. If you d011't f irrish , t.hey don't graduate you.
Now, they j lIS t push you up. But those days, they don't. You have to
make the grade.

PN: Was the teacher strict, or were the courses hard?
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SN: Well, the classroom was limited. Naturally, they have to eliminate
somebody.

PN: Oh, I see.

SN: Not like now. You have in different sections.'

PN: Did you look forward to going to McKinley High School, or was it your
parents wanted you to .....

SN: No. When I went, I wanted to go to McKinley myself. Because by going
to McKinley; I could study some more Japanese. Because, where as you
go to Mills school, (Mid-Pacifj~) they had Japanese, but not too
proficient. Not too good.

PN: You took .Japanese here when you were going to elementary school, too?

SN: Right, right.

PN: How was t.his Japanese SC11001over here?

SN: Pretty h i gh standards, because when I finished the Japanese school
here in Hal eiwa, wi thout taking an examination, I was put in senior
Japanese high school. Some other classmates were put in the junior
classes.

PN: Waia.lua Elementary School, at that time, was---how would you rate their
school? Were they strict, also?

SN: They were very strict. You can flunk an.d j us t stay back one, two years
easily. TIley don't promote you. Like my friend a sixth grader, he had,
74 points ...well, his grade was 74, anyway and 75 was a passing grade.
They d i dnt want to promote him. I asked the t.eachcr , ','You know,' why
should .... he's only behi.nd one point. Why don't you promote him together
with me?" But , he just flunked. (Laughs ) So, you can imagine those days.
Because 110t too many s tudent.s , well, t.hey can do that. But now, wi th
the increased population....

PN: ~Vhen you were going to lVaialua Elemel1tary, Int.ermediate?

SN: No intenned.iate. Only e l emcntary.

PN: Oh, t.hcy call that elementary school ? To ei.ght.h grade?

SN: No illtcnnediate. No high school, no no th i ng , You have to go Honolulu.

PN: 0]1, 1. see. "Vltat was t.he racial breakdown of the school chiIdren at
that t ime"

SN: Maybe about 35 to 41 class.

PN: What nationality were there?
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SN: '\Tell, very few Filipinos, but, lot of.... Japanese, Hawaiians, Chinese.

PN : And what were t.he teachers?

SN: Chinese. My teacher was Chinese. And some Caucasi.an that came from,
you know, the Mainland.

PN: Did .you feel, I guess, out of place, because you were older than the
other hays?

SN : No . Because we used to play together, we d i.dn ' t .t11ink about age"

PN: So, I guess, your childhood fr iends were from this Haleiwa area?

S]~:· Right, r i.ght.,

PN: Could you describe what kind of things you folks did during your free
time? Games, sports.

SN: \\'ell, to start with , we swam in t.hi s (pointing to river next to horne)
river. Righ t opposite, well, we used to swim in the river full naked,
because we didn't have no swimming t.runks , And for playing, we used
to play ball. We played marble, and Peewee. Peewee, you know, you
cut the stick. There's so many Lengths , One is about one foot. And
then, the other one is about four 'inches long to ·play. you dig a hole
and. put that short stick in. the hole. TIle short stick is placed
s l ant.ed , j11 the hole and wi t.h that one foot stick, you hit the short
one , A11d t hen when t.hat short stick rises into the air you have to
hit (refers to small s t ick v) it again. Then. that short s t ick goes toward
the other fellows. Then the hitter places the stick across the hole.
If the short stick is caught by SOTIleOne while it's in the air, you're out.
Or if someone pi.cks up t.he stick from the ground and hits the long stick
that's over the 110Le, you're out also. Until then , you' can just keep. on
going. We used to fly SOTIle kites too. Make your own kites .. .From
bamboo. Making wi t11 a bamboo, and the ....you know, Japanese, they call
'em hansh.i , the rhin Japanese paper surround that ...You paste that wi th
cookecl rice. Paste' em around. .

. p~~ = 1\11d you learned 110W to build ki tes from 110W?

SN: . Well, just looki!l~ C,l.~ ~11~.5?~he!,gl..l-Y'.?Jstt~lt Th(Jtwas.abollt.it,:.Ithi-n1<.··
--NotJlingl:;lse·~ Not -·too· many games.

PN: tVl1at kind of househo.l.d chores did you have?

SN : \Vell, 110t too JTIUdl. Not like .... you know, the olden homes , it's not like
now days. It's so crude that you don't have too many places to clean.
So, you (to n 't have too much. And the mother used to do mas t of this.

PN: Did you he Ip your f'ather , like, in the tailor shop?

SN: We had a bath house underneath this house. My chore was to heat the
water for the bath.
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END OF SIDE ONE.

SIDE TWO.

PN: Could you tell me about---this is the house your father lived in when
he came here?

SN: Right here, yeah. Well, when we first came in here, the house·was
ruther small. But ill 1924, 11e remodeled this, and made it little
larger, becaus e i t was a small house . So we have one, two three,
four bedroom, now, in this junk house, anyway. But still, it's
liveable. (Chuckles) 'Cause I ra.ised- -how ·many--six kids .here.

PN: They own this house when they first got here? Or did they rent it
out? .

SN: Well, this is aTease land. It·'s not our land. It's a lease land.
So we leased the laJld. That's why Haleiwa town doesn't grow at all,
because most of the land is lease land. Whenever you bui Id a building
OIl a lease land maybe for, say. about 25 vears .. when it exnires, the -

~ ~''; ,; , 7 ~

buildin.g belongs to the fellow who owns the land. Reverts to them, so
no use of making big nice bui.Idingsf.hat you spend so many thousands
of dollars, and they take it away. We· first leased from the plantation.
And when the plantation lease expired in .... let's see, 1940, I think
about. The Wee(l Estate took care. They were the lessor, so they
took care. After ·th.at, we were under---Weed Estate.

PN: After that family.

SN: Yeah. We're still under Weed's Estate. It's a lease land. It's not
our own.

PN: So how long is your lease now?

SN: Well, usually we take about a ten year lease. So not too bad. The
next door people bought two shares of that seven. There are left five
more shares . And I bought one share. So we have ·three-seventh of
the seventh-seventh.

PN: Next door?

SN: I have one-seventh. He has two-seventh. So four-s everith were owned
bY£Q]'J·[ others. But. off.he four.., ..onl·y Qne isalivet:oday.Th.e-refore
'three-seventh of the seven-seventh went to all the surviving children
of rthe t.lrree deceased persons. I told this lady (the only surviving
membeT of the Weed Estate) to make a will. Otherwise you have about
13 children, so t.heyl.I be able to inherit only one-seventh Weed Estate.
Now in order to get the clearance of that, of t.he one-seventh,' we need .
the 13 signatures. You see how hard it is to sell this property. Now
I don't t.hink you would be able to buy t.his vpropert.y. I have six
children, so they'll inherit in one-seventh of this property.

PN: T see. One-seventh, you have ,
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SN: So in other words. Yeah, So, say, six.... so it's got to be divided
into forty- second, so it's going to be about .... two, four, six. Two
forty- second, each, (Laughs)

PN: How big is this property?

SN: Oh, almost about hal f an acre. Tha t ' s it .. Yeah , Bccause , this
buiId.ing , you ](110W, you can .imagine. Thi s bui Iding ' s a.bout 13,14 feet
h igh , from ground . It's high. This is a pretty high building, because
underneath is, you know, what do you call, lowland. It' 5 only about
four feet above sea level, so, everytime we have big water, the wa.ter
just rises. Yeah, do'WIl here is very low. So whenever we have a tidal
wave, wave just comes up. About four feet water everytime underneath,

PN: Oh yeah?

PN: Remember any floods, like, when you were a smal I kid?

SN: ltVell, when I was small kid, we used to have a room underneath here ,
lVeu.sed. to live underneath. But, after about 1920, we were not able
to live u.nderneath any TI10rc. Becuuse vthe water was getting higher and
higher . That is on. account of t.he cultivat.i.on and c.iv.i Li.zat.ion. You
k.now, they started to open up t.he plantatio:n field, the pineapple field.
So na.turnl Iy , o.lden days used to have SlICh a. t.hing called conservation
of water, you know, that all the leaves and what not ~ The rain would
just---keep all t.he water. But now, they have a furrows, you know, the
ditch ..Just goes into the river. So that t l.I make a big water down
here.

PN: So more water come down 'cause they open up the field.s?

SN: That ' S the reason why we cannot have any building underneath. I used
to Li ve underneath here. We used to have room. But now it's al l
wasted. We C3.lIDot do anything, because .... in the last flood, we had
ten inches water in here. (Store)

IJN: Inside here? Yeah? (Laughs )

SN: Yeah. Ten .i.nches . Two years ago. I was talking to my son-in-law.
When I noticed the water seeping 'through the floor I said, "Ell, eh,

___ that__ wate.r.ri s_coming-througb---ll€I'€-.-- SeI-clenJt-think-I--ean-be-tal-king
to you. L'rn going tOYWl away." So I j us t ran away. Boy, that was
a big watcr 1974---wl1at was that? 1974. Two years ago.

PN: "74?

SN: Yeah , '74. April 19, 1974.

PN: That was the biggest flood .you ever saw in this area.

SI~: I don't think we'll have any more. 'Cause I've been living here over
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sixty years, now. First time I ever experienced. That is because
one of the big dams up here (plantation's) burst, you know; the dam
gave away, So that's the reason why about 11 million gallons of .
water came down. Next door had big damage. Garage. ( service station) .
All th.e gas-- -all the tools and evcrythi.ng . Big damage. And across
the street they used'to have store there. All' damaged and three
quonset huts were ....what do you call, shoved out. f\1oved off the
Ioundation , And in one of the quonset huts, three members one family
of died in there. It floated down the river out to the ocean. It hit
the bridge in Waialua, broke to pieces and went out to the ocean.
Some of the children were picked LJP from the ocean by he l i copter' and
were saved. There's still litigation on that, yet. It's not through
yet. So I don't' now what is going to happen , but that was the 'b-iggest
flood we ever had , So far. Prior to that was in ni.net.een.... thirty
two. That was the biggest. Before that, we never did, you ~10W.

Because if the dam didn't break, I think, we'd never have that kind
of a problem. B~t ...

PN: In '32? V~lat kind of flood was that?

SN: That was ordinary flood, but, oh, that was a big one. It rained so
many days ....

PN: Did anybody get hurt?

SN: And then this bridge got clogged. You see, a big Lumber clogged. it
so, naturalLy , 'the water didn't go through, and backed up. And that ' s
the reason -WIlY. T11at' s what happened, t.hi s time, too. You can ,see
lot of debris still on that bridge, ·yet_

PN: Did anybody get hurt in the '32 flood?

SN: Yes, one Chinese man died. But the last one in 1974; good thing it
happened during t.he day time. If it was n i.ght time, more damage, I
t hi.nk. It s tartcd about 9 0' clock a.m. and it lasted almost till
11 o t c l.ock. Good. t.hing it was day time. The children that went to
school were Iucky , because t.hey ''\Tere not involved in that, but fe llow
who stayed back wi 'th t.heparonts , stayed in the quonset; hut, the
quonset started to move out in the river. They couldn't do anything.

PN: Oh, yeah. '_ }T~a~ 0_ ... _~El\\T_! __ q~!l'l~_?<lc_~.!()_2'~l-lE__~II!<!U_,_.<=hilQbJ:tQd_time, do-
vourremcmberwhat your parent-s 'used to -cook? Food, like that?

SN: Well, in olden days, all Japanese style of cooking, so naturally, they
used to have miso, and miso shiru, and then, nishime. You know that
nishime is alJLlnade up of..... daikon and ninjin, hasu, 'all those,
and potatoes, and seasoned with aii.---oh, we didn't have a i i.nomoto at
t.hat time.' With shoyu-,_ sugar, and salt. Of course, I didn't do too
much cooking, so I don't know much, but, anyway....

PN: Your mother did all the cooking?

SN: Yea}1, my mother was doing all the cooking. And after, my wife started
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to do it. But when I was smal.I kicl, well, my mother used 'to do that.
We used to have a ki tchen underneath here. You know, the old style,
it's 110t old stove, it' smade of stove all two sides and iron placed
in the .... stone kind of, you know, middle so "'Ie could. place t.hc
ke t t l.e on t.he .iron bar. The ol.den , old crude stoves. Made-at-home
stove.

PN: Wllat was that like? I meall , llichirin. kind style?

SN: No, no. You' just put lot of stone on the side a cemented and put two
bars, you know, with center and then cook what do you call ...

PN: Fireplace k i nd?

SN: Fireplace. That.' s vthe ki.nd , yeah. That used to be the olden days.
Because the fire departmerrt wasn't too strict at that time, but, the
kerOSeJ1C stove came after that, I think. l\re had a kerosene stove after
rhat , But prior to that my mother used to cook ill that olden style.
Cook rice in. that, too. Yeah, I remember .... ~ .. no, I don't know how old
I was . I used to see my<; mother making dango, you know, that patties.
Dango. You know, dumplings.

PN: Yea.h.

SN: Well, .Iapancse call "em dango, just like, you know. Well, I used to
see n~ rrDther getting some flour and some what do you call that baking
powder. Put in t.ha t , and I used to mix that, and. T used. to make my
own ~lanB~ [~.11d used to feed-myse l f. (Laughs) So hungry sometime ..
Yeah. But in the olden style in Japanese, they clon't I i.ke the man to
be ill the ki tchen, so I never Learned how to cook.

PN: She used to serve Japanese style, like serve ...

SN: Yeah. The father (my fath.er).,

PN: ... fath.er first.

SN: Yeah, yeah, no , well, they 'set 'ern on the table, you see, but usually
it goes to the father first .. ' T!1at' s customary in Japanese style. Even
after my wife started to cook when I got married, well" same thi.ng .
Parents first.

And what about laundry? Where did you folks do your laundry?

SN: Laundry, \\7e11 t.hey used to have pipes, so .... they used to do laundry
down there. Underneat.h thi.s house.

PN: By the stream?

SN: No, no. Right here. We used to do laundry underneath. We used to have
pipes, so ....

PN: The toilet was what ? Outside, or ....
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SN: This toilet is about fifty years old.

PN: Oh yeah? It was always inside the house?

SN: Ye~h, yeah. Like this.

PN: Before, I guess, some other kind of houses was outside ...

SN: Yeah, we had a toilet outside. It's about, oh, a good fifty feet away
from here.

PN: Still standing?

SN: No, no. They don't allow those t.hi.ngs; no such thin.gs. That was gone
long time ago.

PN: Do you remember when they brought in electricity to this area?

SN: Yeah. This, all is aIde Yo~ ~~ow, that side there.

'PN: All original wiring?

SN: Yeah. That one is not original, but that was the first one. I don't
kn.ow when was that, but, must be in 1920's, eh, I think. 1920--- '21
about, I think. Quite some time. Before that, prior to that in the
store we used to----bum gasoline. You know the mantle. The bag.
Coleman. TIle type---you know, the Coleman type. You know, the
mantl.e t.hcrc. That.' s what we used to bum rhen . Prior to that , my
father used to use kerosene. About 1915. Night t imc . He ·used to
work somet imes in the evening, bu.t it was pretty hard on the eyes.. You
know, not easy. So, with only the kerosene. Yeah. Those were the
days.

PN: You know, during that time, I guess, there was thi s v-r-d.id you ever
h~ar of this Seinen Kai?

SN: Oh yeah-v they used to have a Seinen Kai, you know, Young Mens Association--
. t.hey used to have in \Vaialua. '''!hen I 'vent to Hono l ul.u school, they
called us one year9 So "Ale carne back on. a bus. And...... some of the
members had to make speech, I think. Of the life in Honolulu, what not,
so, they entertained us" I didn't. lNe were freshmen. I remember, that,
9IJcL.. .in ..thisdistrict-, ... w@.... used-tto-have Haleiwa--Se±nenI(ai~- ·T··dcHi'-tkrio\~

when they started, but , anyway; qui te some time. It was an Independent
Young Nan ' s Association. No affiliation wi th churches .. " .

PN: You didn't belong to any of this?

SN: No, I did ..

PN: What organizations?

SN: Hal.eiwa Young Man's Association. Well- - -everybody t.ook turn in being
t.he prcs ident . I was president for one year anyway. So, I know what
happened when I was president. I know, they brought in ludo and ~endo.
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So ..... judo and then kendo came into HaIeiwa Seinen Ka i ..

PN: Exhibitions?

SN: No, no.' We started the ...

PN: As form of sports, like that?

SN: Sports for every week. And they used to have a practice.

PN: Oh, you guys used to participate in it?

SN: TIle teacher used to ·come from I-Ionolulu. And .... duri.ng rhe winter months
the Seinen Kai used to have a patrol. From ten in the evening to 'about
five in the morning.

PN: Patroling ....

SN: Patroling the·Haleiwa district. The stores.

PN:

SN:

PN:

SN:

PN:

SN:

Oh, but, it's something like a police?

SO, SOr.1C of rhem had special police badge. ~Ve applied for it -.· TI1ey gave
i t to us . Special police badges.

Oh yeah? Were there a lot of burgl.ar.ics around this area?

There were burglaries going all, so we- - -they callecl them ~ei or ill
other words , the night patrol. And used to have about two groups going
around Haleiwa. And the best part of it is about 1 o'clock in the
moruing . So, you know, that's some long hours . That lasted for
couple of years, but after that, they told us to abandon it ..

Why did it only go on during the winter months?

That was the worst time when they had burg.l.ar.ies . Steal chicken, and,
you blOW, those days, not n~ny chickens and what not.

PN: What? All of you guys ·would get together 'and make hekka , like that?
In t.he evenings?

SN: Yeah. About 12:30, 1 ocIock. Then we...

PN: Did you have to wear any special kind of unifonn?

SN: No, no. No Lilli fonn.
long pants, anyway .

Just to get by wi.t.h the mosqui to, you have to wear
\\Te used FLash Li.ght.s .

.ePN chuckles)

SN: Yeah, that was one of the .... chores we did for the Seinen Kll. For the
Young 1'>Ien Assoc i.ation ,

PN: You guys would get up and go school l1ext day, everything like that?
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SN: No, we were already working. Well, from about twenty years up.
Mostly 18 up. Not the yOlIDg one going to the school. They didn't
belong to t.he organization. All fellow were either marr.ied , or singl.e ;
all fellow working. Young Man Associations. Not goi~g to school.
All male members.

PN: Did you remember the 1920 Filipino-Japa.nee strike?

SN: I do. At that t ime , well, that's the t imc , see, all the Japanese
congregated into- - -now they call it, you know, the )J\1- - <Japanese- -
we were just saying the Seinen. Kai. Lot of t hem stayed in that house ,
there. Because they had to con~ out from the camps. And lot of them
had a place in Haleiwa. They had a tent house. They used to live in
there.

PN: ~Vhere was this tent house?

SN: Oh well, they can~~ot stay in the plantation camps, so they had to#~e

ev£cu .

PN: Oh, they were kicked out of the plmltation camp?

SN: Get out from plantation until .... just br.i.ng their belongings and ....
they didn't bringvthe whole things, but, anyway, they came out.

PN: Where did they set up these tents, like that?

SN: Well, in those days, there used to be- - - have lot of big yards, you know.

PN: Oh. Just .inpeople ' s yards, like that?

SN : I don't k110W to whom it belonged, but, anyway, they made a tent around
there. And then, every evening, you know, tI1e off.i c i al.s' used to come
around and make speech. "Don't give up. Don't give up." They had
head.ql.larters, so those who did not have enough to eat were given food
to suppl.ement their kaukau. But, you know, Fil i.p.inos gave up too
quick, so .Japaneso were get.t.ing hard time. Very hard time. And then,
some of 'the .Japanese fellow s tr i ke - breakers who went back to 'the
plantat i on were called dog s . Inu unt i I .... so many years, they didn't
associate with that kinel guy, Because, you know, strike-breakers.
111e)T were just ostracized fonn the connnW1.t1::'y,c;9-1..lsetheydQn'twant
thatvkind .... ofgtlyS. S6eveiithekids were having a hard time.

PN: TIle kids of the strike-breakers ?

SN: Ri ght. Because t hey say', "All, this gtl)r dog . You kl101V, cannot be
trusted." That ' s what happened at that time. And lot of 'them didn't
go back to ,tlle plantation after that. They just stayed back and then,
found some other j ob ~ After the s trike was over, they didn't go back.
T11at happened to my father- in-law. He was a tuna at one of the camps
there, but he ended up being a farmer , .

PN: Ile d.idn ' t like the plantation? 'Did you remember the epidemic they had
then?
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SN: Yeah. At t.ha t time, YOlI know, at that Seinen Kii, same place, they
had the---.oh, I don't know. Lot of couples in there, but they got
the .... they call 'em Spanish .influenza . Boy, everyday somebody was
dying. It was' like a hospital. . .. .

PN: Where d.id they treat these people?' Or did they...

SN: Inside there, but nothing they can do.. Well, I got the flu. myself, too,
so about one week, couldn't do anyt.hi.ng . Well, 'they just get the ice,
and put 'em 011 the head. That's it. (Put his hand to his forehead.)

PN: Cold pack on your head?

SN: Yeah, that's it. And then, I notice that ...

PN: No medical .... no doctor, like that?

SN : No . Doctor cannot . And everyday, so many guys are dying j so j you know,
what they had to do was get a plantation truck and .just dump the body.
Dump "em in.

PN: Where? Dump 'em where? (Chuckles)

SN: lYell, put 'em in the' graveyard. That's all. I don't know where. They
carmot Blake a decent funeral. So man.y gllYS were dy ing at that time ~

I notice a place where th.e mother and a son died together'. . They had.
to bury 'em together. So, that epidemic was terrific. I can remember.
So .many guys died. After that, I don't see that kind of epi denric , but
at that time ....well, in the plantations, too, they were having a hard'
time.

PN: What effect did that strike have on your father's business?

SN: Well .... I don't know much about it. But after the strike, the prices '
boom and then the store start to boom, Get bonuses. Filipinos were
get.t i.ng about one hu.ndred fifty percent bonus . So, if you earn about
twenty dollar, hundred fifty percent of that, you get big money, eh.
You get lot of spending money, so .... after that, I notice my father
did pretty' gooel bus iness . Yeah, tile 'sugar price went just zoom.
Hundred percent would be about two hundred dollars. They were getting
about two hWldred dollars, I think, at that time.. Good pay.

So fellow who got i11 the strike were the losers at that time. But
merchants made money, I b10W, after the strike, because their prices
200m.

PN: During the strike, did your father support or ....

SN: Yeah , t hey did. You have to contribute some donation like rice, money
what 110t, you see, to the striking organization. Contribute to them.
I t.hi.nk everybody did ..

PN: They come out and ask you for donations?
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SN: MIlIn, some were asking , but lot of them voluntarily just donated from
the ...

PN: From their own side?

SN: Yeah. Ye.a11, those were the days when lot. of t hese families were
having hard time. Somehow no casual ty in my family, so" ... kept on
going, but otherwise, lot of them died.

PN: I guess, going back to McKinley, what was your reaction be.ing from the
country , going to Honolulu? Like what .....

SN: Well, since not too mmlY students were going to Honolulu school, well
' ..... you try to make a goo.d grade otherwise, you know, it wi l.I reflect
on the guys who represent them and go to school. If you go to school
and you flunk out, t.hey say he spent lot of money for no thi.ng , so,
you know, you got a black mark on you, but, somehow I managed to
fil1is]1. (Chuckles)

PN: What was your impression of Honolulu, being from the country? You
know, the big town, I guess?

SN: Well, well. You know, lot of' t.h ings t.hat we didn't see down here,
especially like sports 'and football, we didn't know what was going on.
I know we used to go to Punahou field to see the football game. I
didn't know what was going on. I just knew that they were carrying
the ball. Back and forth, but nobody expl.ai.ned to you, so by going
to the game so many times you start to un.derstand, so, you like, to see,
the game, but. Same as basketball. Never have basketball down here.
No football game. In the country, no, naturally, you don't know
anyt.hing about it. You don't know what's the rules . You don't even
know how much one score---one point---what do 'you call,~you know, when
they score 110W many point. "Cause you don't have the games here. I '
used to go to the swimming meets. 'Used to see the football game at
Kamchameha School , the old Kamehameha School and at PW1ahou.' And
basketba.ll was at the old. National Guard Gym. You know, you remcmber ,
right by t.he ..... it's r i ght by the Cap i tol ground now. TIley used to
have an old gyTI1 there. And....... t.he 011e YMCA. The old one, you know, it
used to be on that Nuuanu Street ... And let's see T never did go to
Punahou , so I don't know if they had any , but 50 IvlcKinley and St.
Louis .. P~<:l)~_~Q C:l.t.the NatiQnalGuard.. _. Thar.was about it,· I t.hink,

PN: So yOll liked wat.ch.ing t.he sports? Anything, you know, .in rthe big town,
that you didn't like?

SN: Didnt like? \Vell .... 1 dOI1't think I had any, what do you calL,
dislikes or likes about town. Just living there. .Ius t like ordinary
guys. Because latter part of the year I was---living near Aala Park.
So I used to go and eat at Palama Restaurant they were saying there
were lot of hoodlurns , but I never did see one. So I don't know.

PN: Well, during school , did you folks date and stuff like that?
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SN: No, 110. No such thing. Some of them were dating, because they had
enough money to spend. If you did not have money, you cannot go far..
Need money to date. Because 'those days, very few,. I noti.ce , boys and
girls go together. I never did see too mal1Y. But other nationalities,
I know, some of them, boys and girls walking t.oge ther , but .Japanese ,
I don't know. Not too many, I think. Not like now.

PN: "When did you get married?

SN: After school ,

PN: Graduation?

SN: Yeah.

PN: How did you meet ,your wife?

SN: Well, Illy ••••wife was wcrki.ng at my shop, my fa.ther ' s shop.. And I used
to kl10W her when we used to go to .Japanese- - -Taisho School when she
was a young one.

PN: She's from over here, Haleiwa, 'too?

SN: Well., bonl in one of the plantation camps.

PN: I see. kld what kind of wedding did you have?

SN: Regular Japanese style.

PN: Did you have to, like, go and see her parents?

SN: No.

PN: Wasn't the .Japanese way of...

SN: Well, there's a middle man that took care of everything. lJ\Te didn't
have to do t.hat .

n~T.
.r rv , vnlat did the middle man do?

SN: To go to the parents of the bride

PN: Could you maybe ....'cause I don ' t know what it was like, could you
describe how the wedding went?

SN: Well, same as now. Only thing is that, you....what do you call that .....
give them the dowry. So many hundred dollars, so that she can prepare
for t.he wedding like buying a l(inlono ..

PN: How much was YOllY dowry?

SN: I don't know, rvty father took care of all that. I don't know how much
he' gave, but then, the wedding date was set. We had a party in here.
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(Refers to shop) Small party.. Family party. Not too big a party,
but, you ·know.... and those days, no t like now days , There were no
catering places, so you have to make your own de Iicacy . Everything had to
be' made at home. There were very few paper plates, so you have to get
your own plates. Borrow and then buy some. It wasn't easy. Now,
you can go to a teahouse and everything prepared, so not so bad. Olden
days, you have to make all the food. You have to cook at home. So,.
some of the Iadi.es , instead of going to work, they come to help, you
s~e. Rest a day from work, and then help you in cooking, prepare for
the wedding part.y , Now you don't see. that thing any more . Well , t.he
olden days, used. to be a.ll same allover. No catering place, so
naturally, they used to cook at their home. And everybody used to
pitcll in , help. Somebody make sushi , Some make nishime.. Some make
chicken. All different departments. Same "as funeral . When my mother
d.ied-vt.hat was fifty years ago. She died in Queen's Hospital,but we
brought her ba.ck, and we had a wake for her here. We had to make
preparations here. They call "em detachi. In other words, when you
go i ng out, well, t.hey make kaukau for those going to the funeral.' So
everythi.ng was done at home.

Pt~: Could you tell me again about your mother? What did she die from?

SN: She had a tumor. Well, she was recuperating from a cold. She wasn't
.recover ing fast enough , so we asked. the doctor, "Say, I think I'd like
to take her to town." So we took her Dr. Milnor. He was the best ...
physician for ladies in town. So then we ask him, 11e said, oh, she has
a tumor. Say, "What are the chances?" "Fifty-fifty." So I asked
my mot.her , sa}', "What are you golng to do? He say it's fifty-fifty."
511e said, "Migh t as well cut 'em up and take the chances." So we had
an ope rat ion at Queen's Hospita.l, and she lasted one day and she d.ied
next day,

PN: Where was the tLUllor?

SN: Stomach.

PN: Oh. Stomach t.umor . Who was treating her down here?

SN: Well, there was d. Japanese doctor. Dr'. Itchinohe. My mother complained
t.here was some kind of a big thing. Something big in her stomach.
But she didn't realize that 'was a t unor in t he stomach. It was big.
At Queen's - - - I asked the doctor to 1.et me see what kind of a thing is
a ..~un~or I~'?C!b~:g_t·htng~ Somet.hingc.like a-head.. And·_··J-d0ntt-know~
Tt had na.ir-ancl what not, and, all, awfu.l looking rh ing . But I asked the
doctor, "What happened?" IIe says, "The operat i.on was successful, but
on accaw1t of a shock, she couldn't pull through." So she was about
forty sornething ,

PN: M1at kind of medical care was people given during those times? Just
doctors? You go to any doctor around here?

SN: Either they went to a plantation doctor or a Japanese physicians.

PN: He was the only doctor around here during that time? And what was he giving?
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SN: They give you medi.ci.nc, Something to drink, but couldn't recover,
so ....

PN: Did everybody go to this doctor here?

SN: Yeah.

PN: For childb i r th , also?

SN: Everything. Chi l db i r th , well, 110. We used to have a midwife. All my
kids were born with the midwife assisting. No doctors.

PN: Is there any midwife still living here?

SN: Not one ...

PI'!: Have t.hey all moved out, or ....

SN: No, they are all dead. The med.ical department is very strict in giving
licenses to the midwife. So 'they couldn't pass the test. Olden. days,
I don't know how they got their license, but , anyway, had about two
down here. Maybe 'they had a penni t . They're all dead. I f they're living,
they'd be over hundred years.

PN: (Chuck l es ) Oh, I see. So, could you describe more about, Li.ke , what
was a common practice for funerals?

SN: Well, fu.neral, those days, they had .... 1 dont know if the.yhad Hosoi,
but Kukui was the onl.y one for the country peopLe. Down here. And....
they used to prepare.. And from here they take 'em in town. They take
'em in town, first, and bring the body back again.

PN: Where was the funeral held? Services held?

SN: At Hongwanj i. \Vaialua Hongwanj i. In those days, we used to have a
procession of cars. Cars used to line up on the traffic highway wi th
the tra.ffic cops leading. the IJYOceSs1.on till Kukui ~1ortllary. And then
cremate it down there. Cremated. I buri.ed her urn at .MiLi l ani this
Apr i l . Together w.ith my father's. One buri.a.l plot can' put two inside.

PN: Wllere did. people usually ge1:bllIjJ~da.roundhere?

SN: Well, they used to have a cemetary down here called Puuiki Cemetary.
T11at used to 11e only one 'those days. And. that was getting too full, so
they started to. cremate. Some put thei r UTIl at t.he Ja.panese churches ,
Hongwanj i Church. That's where they still have it today. Fonnerly,
ins teacl 0'£ burni ng , they used to bury the body. So, a lot of them is
still in Puuiki cemetary.

PN:· Do you remember the Myles Fukunaga case?

SN: I do.

PN: Di d YOll l\Jl0W the Fami l.y?
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SN: Myles Fukunaga. Well, he was born in a place called Takeyama Camp
(pineapple camp). About five, six miles over up this hill here from
my place (Haleiwa). He use to go to Waialua 'Elementary School. Very
bright student. And he also went to Taisho Japanese School.

Eventually, the farrUly moved to Honolulu. I don't know what was the
place, but anyway, someplace near Punchbowl. And then, there, they were
renting hou.se from the Bishop 'Trust, I think. One of the officers was
Mr. .Jami.cson. lVell, he, this Myles Fukunaga was working ,at Moana
Hotel, I think. Then he d.isguised himself as a messenger boy and brought
a message to the school. He went to Punahou School and got the boy
out of the school, saying that the parents want to see him , so he's
going to take him home. He took the boy to ~10ana Hotel side. In the
meantime, the boy being about 12, 13, he's pretty big for a Caucasian.
And Myles was a small boy, about five-two maybe. Not too big , because
he cannot control him, so I think he.had to kill him and bury him.

In the mean t irne , he wrote a ransom letter to Jamieson and demanding
ten thousand do l Iars ransom money. He was a very bright student so
he took sono-excerpts from some of the magazines and 11e copied that
ransom letter and sent it to the .Jami.csons to leave the money at the
new McKinley High School. The paper was signed K.K.K. Near McKinley
Hi.gh School, there were many vacant lots arotmdthere those days'.
Anywa.y, he contacted My. Jamieson at the promised time (evening)
and then the .Jamiesons delivered the money, I don't think he
collected, the fuLl ten thousand . Five thousand maybe. He. was so
exci tee! th.athe ran away with the money.

Then from t.hat day on, the ranSOTI1 paper were s igned Three Kings, K.K.K·.
So 110\'1 t.hat story came out in the paper, that they ITl11St be gangsters.
'I'hree Kings, so they didn't know t.ha t Myles was a lone guy that was
working by· himself and doing all the letter writing. TIlen when the
funeral came for t.he boy to be buried in Nuuanu, he sent flowers to
.Jamieson saying K.K.K. again in that card. And in the meantime the papers
and, the communi ty was giving ransom for the identification of the guys
who were taking part. So lot of the guys that were suspicious were
picked up and grilled. And they couldn't find one.

But one day, this fellow Myles came to Waiallla on the train , He spent
that money that he got from the ransom. At the train station, he 'came to

'Ymnada's store, spent some money there. Went to Sea View Inn, spent
some mOl1e)T~J~e~~~~?9. ..1peTl}1.~ "\y~J1"t1?Cl<.:l< •........... NQwthey started to trace that
money; -And then one of the guys Found out that, well, in his talk--he
said he came to see his old c las smat.e ,Waialua Blementary School classmate.
So t hey found out thathewas looking for a certain guy.

END OF SIDE 11\'0'. BEGINNING OF TAPE 1-33-1-76, SIDE ONE.

SN: I don't know, but somebody had a picture of the graduating c.lass and
picked Fukw1aga out of the photo. The detective got the whole story on
suspicion of murder and kidnapping Jamieson boy. While MyIes was coming
out front the Pr i ncess Theatre, the detectives surrounded hi.m , And he was
captured wi t.hout s t ruggIe , He confess that he was the Three Kings. Lone
eagle that was doing all the work. Then t he public sentiment was such
t.ha t they wanted h.im to be executed right away, You k110W, now, well, you'
can.' t do it; you will have to go to court after court unt i I the f.inaI
verdict. It di.dn ' t take too long to convict Myles. And then J1C was
condemned. HlIDg.
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PN: Do you think there was a lot 0.£ anti-Japanese sentiment at that time?

SN: Oh, yes. At 'that time, I think the. feel ing was 'very bad, because
you know, the Japanese doing.such.a cruel thing as that. They didn't
like .Japanese too much. .

PN: Do you-t.hink that had somethi.ng to do wi th the reason that Japanese
were striking during the' , 205'?

SN: No, lVhat the boy didn't like was t.he oppression from the rich guys
to the poor guys, you know. They're trying to oppress them, and .....
whatever they. do, it's their power. TIley ha.ve thepo1ver. That, he
didn't like. But, he asked for postponement of payments of rents
for t.he parent.s , They didn' t give him t.he postponements. .. Because
they were havi.ng hard time tryin.g to pa.y rental, they ask for
pos tponement for 'maybe one month. I dOTI.' t know if the word is right,
pos tponement , but anyway, de Lay for a month. But thcy didnt give him,
so he got so mad and tried to ....well, 'ret.r.ibut.i.on , I think, maybe, he
was trying to get SOIne money and then wi t.h t.hat money trying to pay,
I-Ie did all by himself, but the public sentiment was that Japanese
conmunity said the trial was too fast and they shouldn ' t have
condemned him so fast, you know. In within about one or two weeks, he
was hung.

PN: ~Vhy do you t.hi.nk there was so much Japanese r'esentment at that time?

SN: ~Vell, you know, whatever .Japanese do, t.hey t re persis tcnt . Thcyre
hard worki.ng guys. And t.he other guys, Inolowa (lazy), so they don't
work, so, natura.lly, Japanese would advance. Up and up. So, they
didn't like the idea. But nothing they can do, because .Japanese is
such nationality that they're industrious, and then try to make a go no
matter how hard' a time they have, so, they didn't like the idea, I
thi.nk ,

PN: What was the Waialua-,Haleiwa sentiment about ...

SN: Well, see, now, coming back to that, since he came to Waialua, I think
it was Star Bulletill or Advertiser, I don't know, but anyway, the
communit:r and. then the Bishop Trust gave some TI10ney. Some ransom
money , and then t.he ransom money ran to about SQJIlgDY t.housandc..L t.hink.
A11d-tllisfel1ovv,Yamadagot-some-rans-6iil.lrion.ey. Sato got two t.housand ,
and the ticket agent in ....1Vaialua got some money. I d011' t know how
milch, but anyway , at that time, we had such a club that's called
~Vaialua Japanese Civic Club. So, the fc l Iows who got t.ha t money donated
that to the lVaialua .Japanese Civic Club, I was one of t.he officers of
the lVaialua .Japanese Civic Club at that. time. lVe had meetings after
meetings whether to accept that money or not, but f.i na l.Iy , we accepted
it, because the person that gave the. lead to that detectives, like
Sato, Yamada, were given that ransom money" Two thousand, or, I don't
know, two, thousands, anY'",ay, altogether. And that was donated to the
Waialua Civic Club. But we' cannot use that money, because we don't
know how to use it. So, when the War broke out, the Club became defunct.
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Some money was donated to t.he l\Taialua Lion's Club. That money, you
see. That money is today used as a scholarship fund~ vVhatever the
interest or divi.dend that was derived from was all taken. into the
scholarship, fund so we that we can give to studen.t WI10 not able to go
to University. Scholarship so that money cannot be touched, because
ft's invested. So, from. what derived', we make, use of it.

PN: So, all that time, since the'murder to the War, the money wasn't used
at all?

SN: They didn't use that. 'They didn't use that money, because, how can you
lIse that money? You don't know }10W to use it. You cannot use for your
OW:l cnj oyment or rccreation or what not.

PN: I thought somebody said that they u.sed that money to build 'thi.s gym
over here?

SI'J: No, no. This gym was .•.. because I was involved. in thi.s one, too,
because Mr , Frank Midkiff (Bishop Es tatej came down. He was wi th the
Bishop Estate at that time. And 'then , they donated the land thcrc ,
Then they asked for donation from the Haleiwa conmurri ty . We all
donated. $25, $50, $100. That wasn't "bl.ood money." They got
donations from Bishop Estate~

PN: That's 110W they got 'the money to buiLd the gym?

Sl\]: Yeah, ycah.LThis was the first Connnmi ty Association building in the
whole state---territory at that time. This is the oldest.

PN: Most of the money came from donations?

SN: Ri.ght , Donati.ons , And. must have been Bishop Estate, I think. I don't
know where the money came from.

,PN: WhO' originated, I mean, that idea to build the gym.

SN: OJ1, this fellow, Mr. Frank Midkiff . He's still a l.ive yet.

PN: The brother? Going back to the Fukunaga case, hal" come these guys,
yamada al~~_§9-'t:<?_g9~=_...... Ql},_I guess the.iticket. agentvtoobecauscbe.v.

SN: Gave .informat.ion. You see \vl1Y.' Bec ause he spent t.he money at their
restaurants. It's an' evidence, because they got the number, serial
number , That was presented to the detectives.

PN: So who's Yamada and Sato?

SN: There ' s still a Sea View Inn. You know, that Sea View Inn caters to
parties what do you call? Restaurant there, in by this beach. Well,
t hc f i 1'5 t owner was Ikuzo Sato , I. Sato, they 'call him. He was
.inst.rumenta.l in get.ting the infonnation. .A11d that boy carne to his
restaurant to eat. That's the reason why they found out. .
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PN: And Yamada was who?

SN: TIlere is still a restaurant right next' to the'Haleiwa'Elementary
School. There's still a restaurant there. So, all those places are
very, you know.... familiar to hiin and ....what do you call the word?
Nostalgic? YOlI know, so he wanted to see for the last t ime ,maybe.
That's the reason why, If he didn't spend that money, nobody would
have known. Because he spent that money with all, the numbers on it,
so t11e)T found out.

PN: So, they get the serial numbers?

SN: Yeah. Because t.hey were looking for gangs. He' was the lone eagle
that was doing all rhat things, and still, in the public he used to
write letters signed K. K. K. He was a gutsy guy. 1-Ie used to be a
gutsy ,guy, and brainy guy, tOO. He reads and he doesn.' t forge t .

PN: vVhat about the Japanese sentiment, like that? Were they ashamed that
a Japanese had committed the crime?

SN : Oh, yes! Old folks especially. You know, old folks" you know, 1ike
they take so much pride in their name, and·then, shame. In everything,
they tell, oh, haji (shame) they call 'em, eh.

PN H · · ?1: aJ1 ..

SN: Japallese cal I shame "haji."Anyth,ing, say, "Don't do that. Don't do
this, because it will be the sham.e or the haj i for the family."
So, you were instructed not to do this, not to do that in Japanese
family. But now, we don't do that, It's all Americanized'.

(Laughter)

SN: Those days' are gone. But, you know, if you have old. folks, at least
t.hey are disciplined, because they' 11 listen to whatever parent will
say. But lot of them, they don't, because, "Ah, your style, old·
style." But there are many things that you shoul.dTis ten to them, you
know, because it WOIl't hurt. If you listen to the old folks, they're
glad, you know, because they rhi.nk at least you are listening to them .
And ,tlying to obey. Well, theyhave good points to t hat , because they
been through all the long years and. sufferings and what not, so, it's

___ ti.me __tJJ-at_theyc-angive-some---ad¥iGete-them,--but-too-bad, -----they're all
gone, n.ow. Very few left. But, more of them are senile now, so,
you 1Glow, cannot do anything. Now the nisei~ are getting senile, too.

(Laughter)

PN: I don't th~nk so.

SN: No. You, know, there's some ni.seis WI10 are seventy, eighty, years old.
I 'rn amazed .... I know a fellow who's about 82, you see. J\rise~, b'om
in Hawaii ; I said, "No. You no t born in Hawaii. My gosh!"
I tell 'enl. Can't believe it, but still .... So you know, I've noticed,



356

my family, well, my wife died about 16 years ago. During that time,
I had my father, so naturally,my kids, you know, ~s still under ,the
.infIuence of my old man, so, they cannot. be too free like some
o rdinary guys. Yea}l, because he just give 'ern the word and he' 11 tell
"em, So , at least' they were lucky. 'But, in one way,they didn't get

.much freedom. But by having an old man, I think was a cred.i t to them,
I think. (Laughs)

PN: Was rhere any other cases like this Myles Fukunaga case?

SN: Down here?

PN : Yeah, down here ,

SN: No, I don't remember the big cases like that down here. No, no. I
don't kJ10W. Because thatwas ,tIle bigges t event, anyway, down here.
And· lot of ransom money, too, eh.

PN : lAlas there 3.I"'1y other crimes thatyou remember in Lhi s area?

SN : No • I don't know any crime that was connnitted aroun.d here at that
time. But, anyway, the old days, you know, they didn't have too much
recrea.tion, so, used to get horse races, bicycle racing.

PN: lVhere?

SN: Well" on t.h i s road. Not too much traffic, so, they used to go r i.ght
around here (Hal.e iwa) to race. And, well, the winner gets one tire, or
one seat and what not, you know.' And then, they used to have .... I
know that . I went one time to see the ]10r5e racing. Straightway.
Mokuleia side. Two horse run together. And then, he re , they're
betting on that, so ....

PN: Oh yeah?

SN: Yeah. I've seen that.

PN: W1len was it?

SN: Oh, t.hat was about sixty years ago, I think. Yeah, I was small kid,
yet. I remember. So, and t.hen , during the July...Tencho setsu, t.hey
Gall' em. ¥oukne\v,theeJnpero.r'-s -]101iday;tllebtrthd~ly;\"eusedt6

have sumo all t.he t ime down here. lrVrestlillg. You know, because , the
issei used to wres t Le quite a bit. They used to get prizes from all
over --and then t.hey compete for that . And then, even 'that - - - for the
start, they make the small boys wrestle, give them prizes.

PN: Where was thi s held?

SN: OJ1., ill the camp. Plantation camp. And then, plantation used to let
them rest one day before during those days, you see. They allowed them
to Test. To participate in those programs. Not any more, but those
days.
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PN: Emperor's birthday?

SN: Yeah. Yeah, and then, not too much recreation, so, naturally, down
here near' t.he water, so lots' of them go fishing. Night torching. .
Throwing net there when. lots of fish down here olden days. But not
a11Y more. You don't see too .many• But those days, they used to go
fishing. And.... let's see, some of them used to go hunting, tdo~ Not
too many, Used to h.ave lot of pheasants up here in the pineapple
field. 111e p ineappl.e field wasn't cul tivated like now. The top part
was all lantanas. But later, about 35, 30 years, they started to expand
all that place. But prior to that, was all sisals and stones and
lantanas in t.he olden days. But now, as I told you earlier the water
is getting bigger and bigger now, because, you know, for cultivation,
they make a bi.g flume, furrows so the water can go in the gulch easily.
Big water goes in, see. .

PN: So, it doesn't soak in the ground?

SN: No, no" No soak. There's no conservation , 110W.

PN: You said aft.er you graduated, you appl i.ed for a job at Bank of Hawaii?

SN: I filed in my application, was almost ready, by couldn't.make it. lv1y
mot.her died.

PN: Your mother died, so you came to help your father?

SN: Yes. And I started my tailoring. I didnt know anything about
tailorillg.. ~.1Y Eat.her t s pattern cutting was old style, so I had to take
a correspOndeJ1Ce school course from the Mitchell Tai l oring Designing
School. And it was rough, because I didn't know what I was drafting
at first. But eventually, I got on it. I'm using the system now, I
mastered that, so. .

PN: Your father went to' school in Honcl.ul.u to learn how to cut?

SN: Not school , but from the friends w110 had his tailor shop in Honolulu.
And then 11c learned to cut the coat, pants , vest, and I think that was
all. That ' s it. I thi.nk if you have that much, tha t t s enough. More
than enough.

PN: Did .. he.belQYlg -to t.his Tailers' Asso-ciation?

SN: No, not in Honolulu. Country , we didn't have. We used to have it, but.
We used to have such a thing called Waialua Merchants' Association, but
compr i sed mostly by the merchants in lVaialua. Or the mect.i.ng we discussed
most ly about credit. l'!e have to give credit. So, naturally, when lye
get together once a month. lVe have to get together and exchange ideas.
"Howt s this guy?" Say, "011, this is bad guy II Don' t give credit too'
much, t.hi s guy." "How's this guy?" "This ·guy's good." And some, well,
they don't want to divulge rhei.r , good customers, because they don't
Wffilt to lose their customers.

ePN laughs)
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SN: So natural ly , they don't. But the bad ones are known to everybody.
"all, dont give to this guy_ If that guy should ever borrow from
you, he'll never pay." Because those days, pay day was once a month.
Everytime, when you go to their home, look at their envelope, zero.
Nothing in there. So you cannot col l.ect , No matter 110W many months
you wait, you cannot. The only think you can do is garnishee them.

PN: That was harder to do? Garnishee?

SN: Well, garn i shce , yeah. At least you get so many percent. But takes
longer, but you can ge t it back.

PN: lV~hen was t.hi.s Merchants' Association fanned?

SN: Oh, long time ago. That was about 1928, about. But didn't last too
long.

PN: Oh. And in Honolul.u , they had their own...

SN: Oh, yeah. Honolulu , t.hey used to have a Tailors" Associat i on. Used
to be t lrir ty , for t.y tailors there. Now, hardly any, Because it's not
a very lucrative profession. You. don't make much money. Just keep
011 going , I wish I went to some other business. I think I would have
made more money, It is too late now.

ePN laughs)

SN: But , at least, I sent all my kids to town, to school, so that much
consolation. (Laughs )

PN: That.' s good.

SN: Yeah. Sec, in order to give t.hem educa- - -send all of them to t.own->
some board 'em in town. Only my last girl commuted from here, because
my wife was sick, so .... she was going to University,taking teacher's
college. She hau to commute from here. Six in the morning, come back,
six in the evening and after that, she looked after (my wife). But
during the day, T had to take care of her. Well, she was just an
invalid, so can't do anything .

PN: How many boys and girls?

SN: _1_hc.tvetwoJl0Ys and. four girls,--aH{J,- \\lcll,they t r edoirlgal1well; -
they have t.he ir own homes and enough children so not.hi.ng to worry .

PN: Yeah. So you got lot of grandchildren?

SN: Yeah. You blOW, the older ones are University graduates.

PN: What is all these basebal I trophies?
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SN: T11at 's my son's; he was in a junior league. He was a pitcher, and he .
used to be pretty good. So, everytime he played for different leagues,
he would have va~uable player or best pitcher. trophy. When he first
joined the rural county leagues he was the best pitcher and he also
took t.he best rookie. He got two' t ropries from that country league.
TIlen , after that, he joined the Red Sox. You remember the team? You
don't, eh. Was run by a Mr , "Peanut" Kuni.hi sa. Used to play in the
5tadi~n. Well, he was the owner ffi1d then my son was picked from that
team. He was still going to high school. He was going to h i gh school,
and communi ty college, and he was pit.ch ing for Red Sox. .The other big
trophy is my daught.or'.s . You know j that picture on the top 'the re?
In 1951, she was selected as the Kapalapala Queen, Japanese Queen.

PN: That's your daughter?

SN: Yes, my daughter. Mrs. Fukunaga. At that Servco Pacific.

PN: Servco Pacific?

SN: She's married to that Motor Import Bus, you know, sells all the Toyotas.

PN: So, can we end it here, and then, maybe next time I can talk to you
about your ...

SN: Internment?

PN : ... tailori11g and your internment. I want to know about your internment.

END OF INIJ~RVIE1V
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1'alJe No. 1-33-2-76

ORAL HISTORY INTEI{VIEW

with

Sam Nishimura (SN)

July 22, 1976

Haleiwa, Hawaii

BY: Perry Nakayama ePN) ,

PN: T11is is a second interview wi th Mr. Sam Nishimura on July 22nd,
1976 at hi.s .home in Haleiwa. i\1r.Nishimura, going back to 1920
strike, you said tha.t people were kicked off the plantation. Do
you know who kicked ·these people off the p l.ant.at i on?

St~: lVell, they were not kick out, but anyway, I t.hiuk , "the plantation
gave an order that all the strikers have to leave their homes, so,
naturally, they were notable to stay at the i r place or in the camps .:
So ,everybody had to come out from the camps. And, they were .living
at different places and the Young Men ' s Association had a building,
sO,natural1y, they made t.ha t iava.i Iab'le for them, and. t.hey had
mess cooking. The Young Men's Association had a two story building,
so, naturally , some were living underneath and some was living up
stairs. Some 6f them were living in the camp. I'm not too sure,
because I was rather young yet, but, anyway .... .I used to see them
congregate in 'a building near the beach. Near 'raisho School and
once in every week, well, they had someone address the cong regat i.on
spcak i ng ill .Iapancse "to fight unt i l the end." TIley had t.he mess
cooking. They had to eat, so lot of 'these stores in HaIe iwa and
Waialua donated sugar, rice, and.... somen and what not, so ~they were
able to live with that for a while, I think. But, later, the Filipinos
who were together striking, broke the strike and went back to the
camps . So, nat.ura l.Ly , the ....plantations were getting a little
stronger now because the Laborer-s were com-ing back to work. And
t.herc were some J:.1P,"U1CSe who were in the higher class lW13s W}lO were
receiving good salaries and went hack to their job. Arld tl1ese people
were ostracized hy the ol.d strikers. Because, in other words,
t hey were strike breakers. ]'}lCY are not supposed to break the strike.

_But_af_tcT--t-he-strike-,-IJ-ve noticed--thattheywe-re--15Cl.llgost=raciiea--
by the \'\I]101e COTIIDlllni ty. TIley told them they were dogs and what no t ,
Even t.he kids were a.ffected by t ha t , r think. I don't kl10W how Long
the stri ke lasted, but lot of them d.i dn ' t have enough money,
'Some were alright, some were not, dependi ng on. the famil.y size. So,
t.hey had donations and I believe the union was he Ip ing them out.
Other unions that were not on strike and other corrnmmities helped them
·to keep the strike going.

PN: Do you know who originated the strike?

SN: Oh, that I don't know.
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PN: \\That about 'the 1924 strike?

. SN: 1924 strike? Chee, I can't remember that. Did they have one at that ....

PN: Yeah, that was when only Filipino workers went on strike.

SN: That, I don't know. They must; have had it but I don" t remember.
Oh, I was still at school in HonoIul.u , so I don't remember that .

PN: Yeah , that's r i.ght . Could. you tell me about the Depression?

SN: lVell, the Depress i on .... in 1929, the s tock market fell, and everything
just went down and down. We had one hui down here. An.d I invested
about three hundred dollars worth. WIlen t he stock market. crashed,
our cIub was also affected. That thing just went brokc. I notice
some peopIe a.round here playing the stock market, and lot of t.hem
went broke-r-but fortunately, nobody committed suicide down here ..
Not like in. the Ma in l.and , So many investments, thousands and rthousands
of dollars went out e I know a fellow who "vas playing quite a bit
stock, but he d i dnt vgo broke. But, anyway, he .was hard-up for
sometirne . During that time, I was' rurming t.he store already, so,
just to get orders, I had to go from camp to camp to take orders.
But, you know,yOll cannot take orders that are expens i ve. You have
to go and. take orders for the denim pants or khaki ipant.s and working
pants and working shirts. The i r income was very low. We had a.
very hard tirne in trying to make ends meet, but, somehow, we survived
tlie Depress i.on . Thad abo.rt two girls working at my place. And I used
to pay t.hem about $25 a month. So, WaS}1' t too easy, because ,you kI10W,

you have to pay them, and you have to make a living. And. so, at that
t i mc , the pay was cheap. Still, I had to pay that to keep the girl's
working , I used to go from camps like Waimea, Opaeula, Hel emano ,
~10kuleia. All the places was pretty far away, but I had to go around,
to take orders. Otherwise, the girls that I had had no job.

PN: Could you tell me little bi t more about this hui you had? What did
YOlI invest ill?

SN: Oh, yeah. ~Ve.l.l, '\tVC Invcs tcd in stock because the market was very
good , The 'buyer was a haole who was working for a company ill Honolulu ,
He was quite capahle of buying and selling stocks at that time. He
was one of the wholesalers t.hat used to come to Hal.eiwa and Waialua.
And. the hui st~?'te?b~~~~;enlJ?l~y~;~sofW<1~all~l~Pl.arrtat.ion, And
one-ofmy-.fl'iends asked me .If I warifcd to -join.- - One share was one
hundred d-ollars. A11d we just let t.hc buyer to buy and sell. It
was go i.ng alright unt i I the Depress i.on, We di.dn "t go broke. But
when we f i.na l Ly dissolved that club, one share was wor'th about twe lve
dollars. (Laughs ) So, we took a big beating in that.

PN: What was t.he money invested in?

SN: Oh, just to make money.

IJN: No, ill what kind of companies was it ...
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SN: \\Te l 1 , no, not compan i cs . The fe l l.ow used to play the stock market.
You know, you j us t play the stock market. Buy ing and selling. So
investors were not only here but there were members from Maui, Kauai ,
allover the place.

PN: He came arowld to solicit ...

SN: I didn't buy. From himv Irut. one of the friends who wasTn that club'
bought for me. He jnust have been a German fellow, I think. But,
very smart ill buying . But at that time, no matter how smart you we're,
just went broke, that's all to it.

Pt~: ~Vhat kind of people were ill ·tl1e hui.?

SN: Oh, a lot of Japanese and other nationalities. At 1929,. the stock
market was so high that some of them, ma.ybe, drew the savings and
bought shares by thousands of dollars. Two thousands. Imagine, you
get two thousand dollars and you get out' about how much? About
$125. That's all. .

PN: Wasn't a hundred dollars a share a lot of money at that time?

SN: OIl, yes! Those days , hundred dollar is pretty big money, because,
still, I t.h.ink , they were payin.g a.bout dollar a day, yet, to
laborers. So, YQU call imagin.e.

PN: How did you get that three hundred. d.ollars?

SN: ~Vell, three hundred dollars .... I had a savings , so T just took
out from my saving and gave it to my fr i.cnd to invest .. 'Course, it '.s
not easy money to get at that time. Money was in dollar a day, so,
you know, you work 25 days, $25. That's all.

PN: Going back, you said that you went out and took orders.

SN: Yeah.

PN: How did. you travel from camp to camp?

SN: Well, From camp ........ I usod to have a ~1od~el T Ford.. lJsed- to go c.lyound
with t.ha t from c amp to camp. And in 1931, well, I had a Chevrolet.
So Twent around with that. Had to go from camp. to camp with a car.
Th~at_'s_take_o_rderwi1:hsamples_.AIld_afteryoufinisll·theorder, ._.. .you
have to de l.i.ve r that. At that time, the denim pants cost only two
dollars. You can imagine how cheap. So, you won't get your expenses
if you don't take too much orders. And then, we go dOWIl there , We
cannot collect. all. the money , We have to give t.hem credi.t , so,
next t i.me , when you go, collect t.ha t. So.... it wasn ' t very easy.
Real l.y rough.. And I had })OW many kid at t.ha t time? About three,
I thin.k. Yeah, those days gone now, but, really, all t he merchants
down here, same s i tuation. Li.ke the ... they had to go from camp to camp
take orders, deliver the goods and give them credit. And then ....
for next payday, they go up to the camp to take ord.er and then later
deliver rhem there. So, some of the big stores here had a credit of
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a t.housand dollars a person. I don ' t kIl0W 110W they collected all
t.ha t money , The merchants expected to collect the money from
cane contract by payday. .The cane contract for one crop took
year and a half or two y~ars. When they had a big payday, they
use. to reimburse whatever they had. But wasn't enough. For the
contract pay, they co.Llected about three bundred Ti.Ft.y dollars ,S'O

two .hundred fifty. It was not enough to pay for' all their debts, so
their debts are always going up and up. I've noti~ed some of the
stores dOWl here gave as much as thousand dollars credit.

'PN: For one customer?

SN: For one cus tamer. Tha twas Fuj ioka Store. Sti11 running yet.
Their Father used to run 'that , I don't know if he collected all the
credit; that's ~lat I heard.

PN: How did people keep. tra.ck of who owed money?

SN: What do you mean?

PN: If you ran IIp a credit on one person, you wrote it down in a book
or something?

SN: Oh,yeah, t.hey had a bookkeeper, so 'they had one style of bookkeeping
for every account.

PN: Did you have a bookkeeper?

SN: No, 110..Kcpt uny owi . Well, like my case, n.ot like the groceries ;
You don't give that much credit. You won't be able to stand, otherwise.
You have to buy the materials and then, you have to pay for it, but
I don ' t know how they managed to do it, but the groceries stores,
lot of them gave them credit. .And then just pay whenever 'they were
able to pay. But, it's not easy, so lot of t hem had that. problem.
I told you the other time, when we had a ·Waialua Merchant's Association,
we used to gat.her once a month and then talked about t he fellow who
had a lot of credi t and was not able to 11ay. So, we jus t get together
and "llow'.s this f'e l Iow?" Suppos ing Domingo. And 11e say, "He has
all account . 1-1e' s not a good payer." .·A11d t.he other guy say, "We
better cut out that kind, guy. We better not give him any more
credi t, because he WOI1' t be able to pay for it." So, that's the
reason we had our associatio!1. ...._..1'~ ...._f jJl~.~ll~~<?VJl19T1l.""~9-r~ ._.giving
credit that-were no-gocd : 'Guys who had credit WI10 - were 110t able
to pay , they ' 11 buy lot of things. 1111ey don ' t care, because their
idea is not to pa)T. Jus t buy, buy, buy. And when it come hi.g payday - 
you know when t.hey had big contract - -not enough to pay for the whol.e
thing. Because all the merchants are wai ting at the plantation door.
And when he got his pay, everybody there is trying to collect, but
nothing there, sometime. All empty.

PN: How they got the i.r food if they couldn't pay the credit?

SN: Well, tha.t's what I mean. They say they have a contract for two
years. "And when t he contract is ovcr , 1'11 pay YOlI." Well, that
assumpt i on t.he store lends to them (many grocery stores). But if the
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crop is geod, it's alright. But if the crop is bad, too bad.
You won ' t be able to get anything.

PN: \Vhat kind of stores belonged to this Merchant's Association?

SN: Well, at that time, grocery stores, the dry good stores. Practically
all .of them in Haleiwa, Waialua. .

PN: And 110W much (lid that number?

SN: Oh, good fifteen,. twenty at that t ime . Lot of stores, .you know; 
there were many grocery stores and dry good stores. So maybe one
fellow might buy from four stores. Get credit from all these stores,
because, well, that kind of fellow is a good buyer. They don' tpay .
He is a good buyer. So that he's a good cust.omer . lfuen you start
to give it to them, they don't pay, so you Wall' t be able to collect
and you have a debt .account. (Laughs) That happens , Not now, because
we don ' t give credit too much. only to good customers. Those clays,
ten dollars takes you about, oh, six months before you even finish.
pay because t hey not earning too much. TIle)T give )TOU two dollars,
one dollar. 011ce a month payday and when you look at their envelope,
hardly anyt.lring , Wllat are you going to do? You cannot; collect.
If it's some kind of appliances, not so bad, but like ours, you wear,
you cannot bring back pants that been used.

I)N: What happened to the Merchant ' s Association?

SN: .Jus t gradually .went defunct. That's all to it.

PN: How come?

SN: No interest. Not too mum interest afterwards.

PN: So the main 'reason was to just check out credit ratings on each cus tomer?

SN: Yeah,

PN: Did. you sa)' that there was a tailor association here also?

SN: No. ~1er~chant Associat ion , that took care of the whole thing. No
tailor's association.

PN: Coing-back t.oThcDcpress again, do you remember paper money with
a stamp on it? Hawai i stamp or something like that?

SN: Well, that stamp money was used during the Wa.r.

PN: During the War? Not during the De•••

SN: No,' no. 1'11ey call it moratorium at t.hat t i mc. Bank was all close.
Not close, but, they didn't ....what; was that anyway? They issued.
their paper money, you know. I don ' t remember what ki.nd , but it was
a f l imsy kind' of money , anyway. Printed by the government, but it
wasn't a good. money at all.

PN: Do you know WIlY t.hey put this stamp on it?
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SN: Well, moratorium "vas world wide- - -not world wide. 'I'hc order came From
the United Sta.tes. It's not local; it's from Uni ted States and
Presid.ent Roosevelt made the moratorium on account of Depression
and what not, I th:ink.

PN: What were you do img on December 7th?

SN: Well, December 7th .... let's see. I was eating about 6:30, breakfast.
L'rn a fast eater, so natura lIy , I carne out early. to the store .
.A11d hcrc , about 7 o'clock, the National Guard was stat jon right in
front of my place. And he was Look i.ng up. He was Looking a.t the
s10/. .££\11d I said, "Vv11.at happened?" You see, he was all excited.
I told him, "lVl1at happened?" He said, "Oh, t.hi.s is a real McCoy."
"What do you mean, rea.l ~1cCoy?" "Look at t he top, '-' he say. When
I look at the top, t.here was a Japanese plane with that big, r-ound
red ball flying about our head. "Ell, that's a .Japanese plane."
"Yeah , " Then, he shot at that plane. And when he shot at the plane,
I notice the pilot retaliate by pressing his trigger for the machine
gun and I could hear that. Was way down, .<.

PN: Plane shot back.

SN: S110t not at him. Because right under , you cannot shoot. So, some
of the buildings on the west side was strafed but no damage.

PN: Where' s the west sid.e?

SN: You-know, that sid.e. Tha.t side is west. So, he was going towarcl
t.hat way, toward Kahuku side. So, 'he shot way down. Na tural Iy ,
he cannot s1100t undcrneat.h. He had to shoot sideways, so .... this
house near I-Ialeiwa Shingo Miss ion , just beyond that, some doors were
knicked with that bullet.

PN: lVl1at was t.he Nat i.ona l Gua.rd do ing?

SN: Well, the Nat ional Guard were al.e rt.ed all time should anyth-ing happen ,
so ori t.hc bridgc on t.hi s side (Twin Bridge) and the over there bridge-
two side -- 'they had .guard . Constant Iy watching. And in the middle
of t.hat bridge, t.hey used to have a small camp there. For the
National Guard to rest.

PN: _I-J(?VV'_ ..~QDg this camp.tlad.been here, Natiena.l-Cuerdcamp?

SN: Well, 1 can't r'emember-. But anyway, not too long t.hough , Maybe about
one mont.h prior to the War, 1 t.hi.nk ,

PN: ~\ll1at was your vreact i.on to seein.g .Japanese p l anes ? .

SN: You see, I can't believe it. I say, can't believe that Japanese ....
you know, that plane was so .big and clumsy looking. How can that
t.hing fly? I didn't think they flew from that plane, from the carriers.
Big s tuff , anyway. Not small plane. It was a big plane. And flimsy
Looking s tuff . But still, they were able to fly. I don't .know ,
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And then, at that time, you know, at Kawailoa, t.hey used to have a
airstrip there, One plane was just coming up and up and up'. 'And before
I know, I think, these two planes were shooting at each other by'
Koolau mountain. I seen that. But my neighbor, he used to deliver
ice those days in Walliawa. But when 11e came opposite Wheeler Field,
he noticed all the planes were in flames, you see. So, 11e said,
"Eh , whatare they doing anyway? They burning all the planes."
He didn't know it was war, see. So, he stood up on his ice truck.
f-Ie 'was watching what was happening. Can see that plane coming down
and strafing the Ameri.can a i rp l ane , He wasn't afrai.d , but when t.hey
say, "EI1, t hi.s is war!" he started .to come back. He said he didn't
want to get hurt.

PN: ~Vhat was the other people in WaiaIlla· and Haleiwa doing at the same
time?

SN: Oh, same, thing. They didn't know i t was war. \\Te had radio, so we
put on t.he radio. And then, here on. KGMB, well, this fellow r,furata
was saying t.hi.s isa war between Japan and Ameri ca , so, you better
not go out from rhe house, Vie were caution not to get out from t he
house. Anyt.hi.ng can happen. Prior to t.hat time, we were notified
by the govermnent to have a bomb shelt.er---wh.at do you call•... you
know, we dug a shelter. Bomb shelt.er , yeah. We dug a bomb shelter.
Down he re , we cannot, because my place is about only four feet above
sea level. So if I should dig four feet, it's water , So, we had to
borrow a place, our ne i ghbor t s higher place, and we dug a shel tcr
there. So, we had to evacuate down the other side if we had to.

I)N: How b i g was this bomb shelt.er ?

SN: lVell ....we dug about six feet, and .... good about four feet. Just
to stay i11 there. Not to live, so, wasn't too big.

I)N: Just to hold your family?

SN: Yeah.

PN: ~\1Jlat was your father's reaction to rhe Japanese attack?

SN: Well, he tv-as read.i.ng the paper and I t.hink , his reaction. was 'that
j t was corning. He 'was pointing toward the- - -you know, the Japanese
papers sayi.ng so much abou.t America stopping this ,and. th~<?t_1,

and.rthcnvpassenger-Liner andwhat-not,soIthifik,ne say, it
must have been coming.

PN: Was he pro-vlapancse or pro-American?

SN: Well, he didn t t say much, anyway. ~Ve didn't discuss about it too
much at 1101ne, so ....naturally , being from Japan, he must have been
pro-dapanese regardless what I might say. Because he came as youngster
from .Japan , but still .... been here a long time, but maybe, 11e' 5

Japm1ese, so, I think he must have been .... all the isseis must have been
all pro-Uapanese . You cannot; help it. Because regardless of what you
say, that's their own COlIDtry. But like, niseis who have never been to
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Japan, well, tha.t ' s something d.iIferent again. You might have been
instilled by your father that Japan and this and that. But, still
t.hcn , you are born as an American of Japanese ancestry. But I notice
a lot of t.hcm resented the fact that lot of these Nat i onaI Guards--
nisei.s , especially- -were kicked out from the Army and Reserve.
Niseis. They say it was not :fair. You know, they trying to do t.he i r
best. for the country, and why shoul.d they take only the Japanese out.
Why don't they take the other nat i onal i ty out, too? Like Gennans
and. Italians, but they didnt . So', that's t.he reaction they 'had, but
....well, when the....War broke out. And about four month later, .
I was interned, so Iwasn' t involved in getting the volunteers for
the 442nd because I didn't know anything about it. I just read that
in the camp, so .... but, prior to that .... 1 don't know. Forgot, anyway.
(Laughs)

PN: Ca.n ask you about your father little bit? Why did he come to Hawaii?

SN: 1Vell, you know, my grandfa.ther died when he was 42 years old of a
stroke. S,:) naturally, he being th.e only son, and his grandfather was
a drinker , I-Ie sold lot of the lands. So he wanted ·to buy back
all the lands that my father ' s grandfather sold and put into as
collateral. He tried to get the. land back. So he told his mother·
t.hat he was going to Hawai i for three years and try save enough money
to buyback ~he land that father put in as a collateral for borrowing
money_

PN: Oh, your father's grandfather?

SN: Right , ri glrt .. My father's grandfather. Not mine, you see, his
grandfather. Well, so he x ame to Hawaii at the age of 21, I t.h.ink ,
but I don ' t know. His mother must have been a very strong lady
to let go he r only son go many thousand miles away. So he caine.
And the first thing he did was - - -you know, those days, t.hey had
t.anomoshi , You. remonbe r tanomoshi ? Do you know tanomoshi?
Yeah-..-,·W~e-l1, they had. about 15 members. And every-mollth;-everybody
ch.ip .in Ti.ve dollars. So 'in other word, if you have ten members,
you have fifty dollars . And rhcy draw that money according to
'lottery or by" pull..ing 'lucky numbcrs . And frll ow who got lucky, well,
got that money first. A11d w.i thout 'payil1g an .int.c res t . So, what
11e did was -v-he was Lucky enough. after j oining the t.anomosh i , he
got that money, So he sent; back that· $45 to .Japan ri'ght--·away.
Now in Japan,... Tc;PE;1"'C:l.l5;$iQu.fronLthat.mol1eY]le .. scnt,··"lrlcre····Hlllst·be

TI10ney in Hawa.ii .. " Because my Iather , only 011e or two months
after coming to Hawai i and sendi.ng $45 from Hawai i to .Iapan ,
(Chuckl.es ) So lot of them in that village in that prefecture came
to Hawa i i . They thought lot of money was in Hawai i , but , no. They
didn't realize they had a Iottervor tanomoshi_, and From t.hat , he sent.
So if it had ten members, he was the first or second one. Eight
months , he was to re imburse all t.ha t money , you sec . Until all is
finished. So he sent that money. And with that. money, the mother
bought back some of the land. The faIming land. That's the reason
why he came ~o Hawaii.

PN: He wa.nted to go back to Japan eventually?



368

SN: Well, eventual.Iy , 11e wanted, because 11e came as three years contract
labor to Hawaii. But after so many years, well, you get stuck already.
You don't want to go back. Want to only visit. He went back 'in 1921,
but only for about one month. And he came back again. Then he went
in 1940 again after .so many years. By that time, his mother died.
No, oh , she wasn't dea.d. She died during the War.. She lived till
about 87, I think. And my father lived till 92. So in spite of coming
as an innnigrant boy, he lived 93 years. That's a long time to
live. Because from what he says, Li.fe wasn't easy at t.hat rtime
when he came as an immigrant. You had to eat only Fl.our . You·
know, t.hcy buy a sack of flour. From that, they make dango or cake.
Ta.ke that to work. Come back again. Eat t he same t.hi.ng , They had
to save money. He wanted to go back. Oh, their intention at first
was goin.g back to Japan and save some money. So if they had about
t.hree hun.dred dollars, that was bi.g money for them. Lot of them went
back. They didn't comeback no more. To save the three hundred
dol1ars- --you know, ,you getting about. twelve dollars and a ]1a1£ one
mont.h, With that you got to eat, save and send money to "Japan.
So it wasn't very easy for him. That's what 11e used to tell me, anyway =

PN: Could you tell me about the trucks that t.hey were sending back
to ...

SN: Oh yeah, We11; .you know in n.iuetcen- - - I don.' t .remember the years.
But anyway, it was rpr i.or to t.he War. This fellow, Mr. K. Tanaka,
was the fellow used to meddl.e in getting the public in I-Ialeiwa,
Kawa.il.oa interested in sending seven trucks to the .Japanese Red
eros's. Not the Army, you know. I-Ie wanted to send 'them to the
Red Cross. So the pub l i.c sent irnent was rthat if you are going to send
them to the Red Cross, I think it nright be a.lright. So he went around
'the camps and got the leaders for Kawailoa and HaIeiwa. In other words
who took care of the donations.. So coming to Haleiwa, there were
two here. My father was one, I think.. And t.hen went to Kamal.oa ,
The place got one, so we had seven of t11elJ1. Now every morrth ; maybe ,
five dollars. You, subscribe, maybe, $25 installment.' You pay $25
in five morrths , So that's what they did. And t.hen , I dont know how
much. the truck cost. Maybe five, six hundred dollars, one t ruck .
So he had enough deposit to borrow the first mon.ey. So one evening,
we used to open those days ill the evening to about 8 0' c l ock , My..
Tanaka came to t he Sil0P and he said he' wanted TIle to s ign t.he bank
note. "lA/hatbank note?" I said, "I don ' t know anything about a note."
He say, "No, we ' re~~iI1~.~?~()!~()\'~!1"l()~eY."J?!!"t:_,__ "Itl1inkl'm_no_t ,
the-oneHratvshould sign--th:at, becauseT''m a nisei and those involved
in sending a t ruck to Japan are all issei." I refused at first.
But 11e convinced me, saying tha t , well, it's not wartime now.
They sent a t.ruck , I didn't t hink anythirg was wrong , I was afraid
if anyth ing compl ex shoul.d happen .... I'd be involved, but 11e said
my father was retired already from business, so he dic1n' t have an
account at First National Bank. At that time, we used to call it
Bishop National Bank, Bishop Bank , So I signed that paper. And
I didn't know who had endorsed that note. I just signed the note
and let it go.

In October of 1941, we were ques t i.oned by Mr. Midkiff of Waialua
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plantation office. And he ask question like, "Do you know where the
truck that you have sent is being used for?" He said he sent -
t.ha t to the Red eros s ,but beyon.d that, he doesn "t know. He doesn't
know what department is using that. He was asked that question.
That's what he answered. They were .inves t i gat i.ng already at that
t irne, because I went to the immigration station. I told them I must
have helped t.hem sign that 110te, but it's been sent to the Red Cross.
Red Cross is for all the people, I10t for the Army, The Army, Navy
fellows told TIle that--"Do you know what i11 .Japan the Reel Cross
is conncct.ed wi th?" I say, "I don't know, becaus e I have never
been to .Japan. I don't know what is what . "

PN: What they said the Red Cross was connected with?

SN: The Army and Navy. So ill other, worcls ,we sent t.hat truck for the War.
Thatt s what they didn ' t like, I think. But I clidn' t know anyt.h.ing
about it. I t old t.hem , "Red Cross, like in Ameri.can Red Cross, you
he Ip i ng all the people. find at the same time, well, if there's any
help needed, like here , we11, the Red Cross is involved. in the Arrny
and Navy, too. Same t hing as down here , so I don't think an.ything
wrong with it." But he said, ."You kn.owthat that being useel by the
Army and Navy in Japan?" I say, "I don't know, because I didn't go
to Japan , I don ' t know what happened down t.hcrc ;'

PN: Th i s is Mr, Midkiff questioning you? WI10 ques t ioned you?

SN: No, no. The one J 'm just saying, questioned by FBI. lfuen I went to
hearing in HonoIulu. T11ey ask me to come there. Came to p i.ck me up.
YOlI know, 'the ruler 'tha.t I showed you, that has all the record,
Maybe I should bring that here.

PN: Okay.

(SN goes to get ruler.)'

PN: ])0 YOtI know why Mr. Midkiff questioned. you first?

SN: I really don't kJIOW. From whatT know, he was a good Fr i cnd of
General Short. I-Ie was the connnander of the Anrry .in Hawa i i .
Probab.l.y , he must have asked h.im , I· don't kI10\\,.
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PN: --And.l1D1Vclid--tne)Yp .ick
police?

you to Mr. Mi dk.i f'f? Was there

SN: No, no. Because My. Tanaka..... they call me, say they want TIle and
Tanaka to go to t he office. So probably, t.hey knew a1 ready that
I have signed t ha t paper and they got all evidencc ; so they were
questioning me, Because t.hey knew they had all rhe evi.dence that
I have signed the note wi th some other group, fellows. So I was
involved already.

PN: The paper you signed was for ....
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SN: For borrowing money from the bank to purchase the trucks .

PN: And most of the money they got .was from Japanese?

SN: All. All from Japanese.

PN: Issei or nisei?

SN: Iss~is, mos t.Iy issej..s.

PN:. And t.he Japanese population at that time was what? How big?

St~: lNell, had qu.i t;e a bit of Japanese. I don't know how many Japanese
people are living here, but qui te a bi t and. at all different camps •
So that was enough to support tha t . Before, t hey segregate into
one place ~ they used to have cmnps in Kawailo·a. So many hundred
people t.here , so you can imagine. Jf been tell percent, maybe, forty,
fifty, sixty. Used, to have in Opaeula. pineapple camps , Down here
used to have Takeyama Camp. Way up. Down here HaIemano , Allover
used to have camps, but now, tIley segregate (consol idatc) .into! .one place.
That time, well, t ha t is the reason· why the stores was pretty good.
Because they have popul.ation all over the camps. Down he re was their
main place where they can buy things . But J10W, you d.OI1' t have no
camps in t.hi s ~Vaia1.ua Plantat i.on , It's just like pineapple.
One segregate (consol idate ). to one place.

Going back to the War, I was investigated April 11, 1942. \\Tell,
in t.he morning, about 10, 11 0' clock, I t.hi.nk , fellow came to my
S110P and presented hi.s credent i.a.ls . "I'm frOTII FBI." Say, "I
want to speak to Sarmel Ni shimrra ;" Showed me the papcr . I said,
"L'm Samuel Nishimura." He said, "1 want you to open your safe."
So 1 opened the safe and 'theyFound my Red Cross badge. Japanese
Red Cross badge. Mi.ne , my father's, my wife's. I didn't buyrthat ,
My Father-dri-Law WI10 is dead 'now bought that. for me. At that time,
it cost about twel ve dollars, I think. TweIve to ten dollars, I
d.on't know, WaS]l' t too' expensive. At any rate, he took tha t .one .
.1 clidn "t have anything in t.hat safe, so .... took that and. some other
papers, .1 t.hink . Very ms i gnificnnt, anyway, They took it. Say,
"You bct t.cr come along." So T say, "Coing to be Long?" lie said,
"No, I dOll't t.hink so." So vJ8 \"JCJlt to the Dil lingham Buildi.ng where
t he Fl3T was s i tuatcd . An.d there were lot of people still waiting
there, but they were being questioned at t hat time by them. They
quest ion .me., ... TIle £irstthirlg\AJas··,··' 'Doyoll····Femenlber·boFYewingmeI1ey
from t he bank?" "1 don "t remember borrow-ing money from t.he bank."
Because actual.l.y , I didn't borrow. I SigJ1Cd tJ1C paper. I d i dn , t go
to the bank to get that money, Mr. Tanaka d.i d all that transactions.
So I told them I .didn' t borrow. I said, "1 don't remember." "But
do you know that you signed a paper?" I said, "Yes, I do. But
probably I borrowed that for my business." 'Cause I wasn't sure.
But anyway, I was telling a lie at that t ime because I didn ' t nave
to horrow money at that tirne. So I said, (Chuckles) "Probably I
borrowed." "But do you know for what purpose?" I sai.d , "I don't
kI10W. " JlIS t kept say.ing , "I don't know anythi.ng about it." So they
released me at t.hat time. So I came back. That was on Saturday, yeah.
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So all ~'follday, I went to rhe bank 'right away and asked 'them, ft\Vhat
did I do? Di.d I sign a note? I was cndorser ." Said, "No, you are the
maker of the .note." OIl! That's di.fferent again , So ·they came to
get me on April 15, 1942.

END OF SIDE 2; TAPE #1-33-2-76'

SIDE ONE; TAPE #1~47-2-76

SN: Well, all April 1. 5, a fellow f rom the FBI came and said they would like
to furtJle'r in.vestigate me, so they say I should come al.ong , And I
ask him, "How long )'01.1 going to .•. It" He' said, "011, coupl.e days .. "
So I wasn ' t prepared, I didn't bring anything , But when-they took
me to Inuni.gration station, I was put in the Inmigratlon station.
And when I went there, there were thirty, forty people in there
already , And t hey told me, "Di.d you bring anything for s l.eep ing?"
I say, 'No. But t.hey told me only about one, two days , you see."
"No, I t.hink you going to be detained. here. So you might as well
write a letter J10TIle." And I wrote letter to my wife saying that
I would like to have my paj amas and my living clothes and what not ..
So i t reached qui. te fast @ ?vfy brother- in-law brought all the suitca.se
to the Immigrat i on s tat.i.on , About a week Lat.er , I had a hearing

at 'the Inmi.gration station. At t.hat .irnnigrati.on station, the i r court
was composed of Army, Navy, and civi l ians . TIley were the judges
th.ere, and t.hey were there for the hearing, Anti for wi tnesses ,
I had Mr , JaM Midkiff, t he manager of lVaia.lua Plantation , and
Mr , Andrew Anderson; manager of the Waialtla Bank of Hawai i , They
carne .in as Ill)' character witriess , because I knew 'them prior to the
War qui te well. They were good enough to come to my hearing' and
testify for my case,

Well, they ask the same question about the money. That was the most
.import.ant po int , I suppose. And other .things were 110t asked too
much. So at that time, I told him, straight to him, "1 borrowed that
money , but as far as transactions, I d.on' t know, because Mr. Tanaka
took care of everything, And that was to be used. by the ~ Red Cross.
But beyond. t.hat , "I said, "I don't know, I told the fact, because
when T came back , I knew that I borrowed the money. I had to tell
the t ruth , so I gave the whole t ruth, And 'they ask me questi.ons
about , "If the .Japanese should Land here, what would your reaction
be?" '~Vell, natural Iy , being American citizen, never been .to Japan,
w}iatever thing I Call do for U.S., I' 11 do it. But beyond that,
I cannot say it."

And I··"iaited-ab-outcouJlleofclays= And-61iApfiI·····Z6,-r· was taken
with about six other detainees rthere to Sand Islan.cl 011 a boat. And
at Sand Is Iand , there 'vas a guard t.here . And the commander who was
in charge of the internment camp. At that time, 'they used to call
it de tention camp, not internment camp. 'Ihey used to call it Sand
Island Dctention Camp, and we were physically check up and they
examine if we had ally weapons to be used and what not , So then we
went illto the camp. Now, when I went to the CcUTlIJ, it was 12 o'clock,
so everybody was havi.ng lunch t.here . "ivfy gosh , t.hi.s must be all
f i shermen ," because they look all black , They wore only shorts,
no undorshi.rt , They j list roam around in 'that; fashion , so (Chuckles)
t.hey all black already. So they been ill there a couple of months.
So I thought t.hey were all fishermen. But no, come to find out,
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t.he re were lot of "big shot.s" in there. And then, as soon as we got
into the camp.... yes?

PN: I can ask you where was this immigration station?

SN: Right by' Pier 2. Same place. It hasn't changed yet.

PN: Could you tell me a little about what did Mr. Midkiff and Mr.
Anderson had to say?

SN: Well, they were· asking him, "How do 'you know him?" "Well, we live
in the same place." Comes to my shop quite often. I go to Mr.
Midkiff's office quite often. And I used to go to his home whenever
the high priest from .Japan used to come. from .roao Mission.· I used
to go. as an interpreter and help t.hem. That's how he knew me.
The merchants were called by the plantation quite often to attend
their dinner meetings. We were invited t.herc , and so we got to
kJl01r'1 hirn. They were asking him what kind of man he is ~ And this
and t.ha t , Well, t.hey gave a good account of me, anyway, Both of
them. Hal"...

PN: HolY did you know Mr. Anderson?

SN: Well, met Anderson prior to the War. We used to go the different
places where the brushes were thick. We used to go down there and
cut all the brushes . They were all get.t i ng ready for that, I think.
But anyway, we used. to go down 'cut and then, after the War started-
December- - I was still here yet, .so we used to go to diFforerrt places,
cut kiawes and. what 110t. As far as the bank was concerning , hc ' s
a manager' Bank of Hawaii. So I didn't do business with him. But
anyway, I knew him. And through politics, too. Yeah, he was a
Republican. At t ha t time, I used to fool around wi th Republ i.can
side. But today, I'm neutral.

~N: I wanted t.o usk , too, about what was your father's reaction to you
be i.ng investigated and interned.

SN: Shogana.i , Can't help it. It's one of those things. Can't do
anything.

PN: Did he know that he was 'the one who was going out getting the money
.and then ....youjust so.Jiappened.rto ...s ignthepaper?

SN: 11e d i dn ' t say. I didn't ask those quest ions. He didn't say anything.

PN: lVhat about your wife and children?

SN: Well, t.hey were shocked. They were really shock that I was being
interned .... and my kids were not at home , .Some of them went to the
movies, and what not. When I came back, well, not there. Did.n't

. meet t.hem, so I miss all of t hern, Nobody saw me going with them.
But my youngest daughter at t.hat t ime .was two arld a. half years old,
so I used to tell my wife, "Whenever they ask me where I went,
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say I went to the mountain to hunt for pig. You tell t.hem that ,"
So they believe that I was in the mountain.

PN: Why did you tell them that?

SN: No,' no. Well, otherwise, they think I'm in the calaboose.

PN: (Chuckles)' In jail, you mean?

SN: Yeah, ill jail. I didn't want them to let them kIIOW I was in t.he re .
Well, hc ' s in det.ent i on camp, so it's much better than jail" more
f rcedoms . sur even, at that, the word of been interned is something
very ugly.

PN: Can you describe what the Sand Island detention camp look like'?

SN: Well, t he ca.rnp was all barb-wired. I d011't know-how big it was.
Pretty big COD1pOlU1d. And had about, let's see. Four.... buiIdings
there. Dormitori.es , just like. lJp and dOM1. You can live lip arid

. dOWIl. 1\110. therc were a good hundred. fifty at t.hat t ime when J
was in 'there . TIle p l.ace was run just like an army. TIley had a ca.ptain
and sergeant like fellow for all different barracks. And they used
to take care of all of our everyday needs , They used to go to the
office. And whatever request we put to them, they went to get the
request from the office.

, PN: What kind of rcques t ?

SN: \Vell, you want to borrow this and Y01I want to do that and all kind.
Because at t.hat time , nothing was there in our barracks. EVe!1 '
for shavi.ng , you had to go and borrow. through the office. They give
you the razor blades, otherwise, you cannot shave . Because nothing
in there. M1en you want to write a letter, no papers, no penci1.
'l'hat has to be borrowed from the office. All kind of needs. And th.en,
the fami Ly sent S0111e money through the mai I; it's censored, so you
cannot get m011CY, anyway, Because all our mai Lwas censored, So
whenever if t.he re is a money in there, well, t hey 've been confiscated
and then, put ill your account . You had your 0\Vl1 accounts .

PN: The re was a s tore to purchase t.h ings ?

SN : ~Y~ll,~l t ~~ ..~st , \~~~}_~J!' ~l-1·a.Y~, P~lt····_Jc)Q!}' t )<.J1.QW "YbQJJ ""Cisthat,
but -maybe, about .July , they -started to have a PX in Sa11d Island,
where I was working. We had barbe rshop , t.ai lor shop , PX. That
three lined u.pin one pLace . And my place, tailor shop, was there
to take care of t.he repairs for the internees. And I used to have
somet.imes I tal ians and German internees CODle to my S}10p for repairs .
Like shortening t he i r paj amas sleeves. A11d sometime, well, t.hey
used to br ing their coat sleeve to be shorten. Pants to be
short.en. And I did.n' t make any new things. 'Cause to start wi th,
t he re were no rulers . Nothing there to .... even the square which
we use for drafting pattern. Nothing there, so couldn't do anything .

.PN: You couldn't order it?
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SN: No, there were not. Because we're not there to make anything new.
So, t he only thing we had was the t ape measure. From that, we have
to make 'everything what we want. So I didn't ha-ve shorts, so I
found SOTIle sheets there, so I made a shorts 'for myself r iglrt away.
Sh.ort pants anyway. But no square , no nothing.' But samet ime ,
t.he guards would ask me, "If you make anyth ing ;" "No, I 'm not here
to make anything new. L'rn here to do the repair work." So I di dn ' t
do anything' that .... to making any new things. Making unifonn and
wha.t no t.. They asked me, but I just didn't do it.

:PN: They assigned you to the tailor shop to work there?'

SN: No. When I came in, I worked coupl e clays as KP, ki tchen police.
Washing dishes , taking care of the tables and what not. But after
the tailor, who was an Italian, left, there was no professional
tailor in there, so I was the only professional tailor a.t that
time. So.I was taken ill as the tailor. But my 11055 at that time was
Reverend Shi rn t.ori ~ I-Ie is now a r cs idcnt reverend of Hal.eiwa J6d.5
Mission.. Hc' s still here yet. So, until he was .scnt to the Mainla.nd,
he wa.s my boss and I was his assistant. Aft.e r he left, I was ill

charge unt i l T came out Trom the .i.n ternmen t croup. T took care of
t.hc Sand Island detention camp. And then HOll0U] rul i Irrternment
Camp. Sand Island was called a det.ent i on camp. WIlen we moved to
Honoul i.ul i , well, that was Honouliuli Internment Camp. That was the
cli ffercncc .

PN: How TIl<lJ1Y German and Italian prisoners?

SN: Not too many , though. But t.here were not too many, I don ' t know
how many. Maybe about altogether twenty Italian and Germans combined
together.

PN: What was the total population for the whole camp?

SN:. Oh, for our side? Over hundred fifty, I think.

l)N: Wllat do you mean when you say "your side"?

SN: Our si.de is all Japanese" We are segregated into .Iapancse and
Jt.a.l i an , Germans in one conpound . So whenever they want to tome
to tailor shop , t hey have to .ask the guard t hcy want to go to the
t a.i lor shop. Somet imos , t.hey ask me to make pajamas for them,
t.he-punts-, -Tllcy-llsedto-brilTg slTeet.S;so-TTlScdferrna](e"pantsTor
them, So ill return, the)' used to bring some cookies for me.. (Laughs)
Yeah .

I was ill there Apr i l , and in about middle or latter part of ~l1ay,

most of the first generations were sent to the Maj nland. So we had
only about fifty left over at our camp .in Sand Island. ivlost of them
we're scrit to t.hc Mainland .internment . And so, wi th a small grollp
thcre , gradually, people started to come in again, and until March
3rd. Well, pr.i.or to that- - -the story go back.
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After the third cont ingent in May , 0]1 .June 6, we had our first family
meeting. We were allowed to meet wi th our family. And, you know,
this was, too, right after the thi rd contingent t.hat went to the
Mainland, t.hey told us that next mont.h we are able to meet your
wives or Father or mother. So we sent our notices. And then,
.June 6th, yeah, they came to our camp on a boat from Pier - --
not Pier 2, but from .... you know that they used to have a Hawai i
Hochi? Well, now it is---there"s a big parking lot, eh. City ana
County. Right by the police station,isn' t there a ..... from t here ,
they rode on that boat and came to the Sand Island. From there, had
to walk about half mile to come to our compound. And here we met
for the first.time. A~d well, lasted about one hour, our meetjng.
And thereafter, twi.ce a. mon.th, we had meetings.

PN: Did you have to talk behind screens?

SN: No, no, 110. Thcrewere guards t.hc rc ; YOlIY wife woul d sit in the
front and you stay opposite way. They d i.dn ' t care where you sat ,
111Cy vJCl'C no t very fussy abollt it, but only latter part of the meetings 7

live no ticed that they were getting very strict. The rule was that
you must speak in Engl i sh- - -not in .Japanese , So ,all these isseis
who cannot speak English, well, CaJ1JIOt just converse wi th their wife.
'Course, what we did was niseis useel to group in one place and rto.Id
them the guard is away now. You speak .in Japanese and we speakTn
English, so they won't notice. That's what we used to do. We used
'to let t hem talk. Otherwi.sc , all the time wasted, coming there
to see th.eir husband. Yeah, for a time, it was rough, but that was
eliminatecl afterwards .

PN: M1Y was that done?

SN: When the America11 loses a big battle and the going is rough that is when
they gave' all t.he Irrternees a rough time, too. That' s what we think,

.but I d.on't know.

I)N: YOlI didn't get any news about the War?

SN: No, we were not able to read papers for the first Sievenmonths.
One of the internees WC11t outside to work and then he brought
back a old paper. Newspaper. lVe found out later that after so many
weeks, t.ha t the Midway battle was going on at the t irne we were
having a._In~e~tJ?g. That was .Iune 5th or 6th__,·y01LknOW. They.were
havi.ng Mi dway battle. ~Ve d.idn't know, A11d then, at that time,
according to the Japanese paper, t hey said t hey won, but, YOU·.kllO\~,

come to f i.nd out , Amcr i can was very superior ill that battle. What
happened was t hat the American peopl.e were able to decode the Japanese
secret code. So, in other words , t hey knew first hand what was
happen ing . That ' s what I heard after the War was over. They just
decoded the who.l e t.h ing , Even prior to the War, you look in ,the movie ,
they have a decod.ing machi.ne , and whatever they're sending, they
kI10"V what ' s going on in Japan, because they have a mach ine whereby
they can break all t.he i r mission codes. So t.hat ' s what happen,
When they say, "Tara, tara, tara!" t.hey blew what was happening.
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No, that was the first one, but the Midway one, they knew, yeah .
So even when the Admiral Yamamoto was ki lJed , ambushed, they were
just waiting for him. Couldnt do anytlring . He was just S}10t down.

PN: Were there any women interned at Sand Island?

SN: Yeah , rhe re were some educators and ladies connected wi th t he
Goddess 'Temple. .What do you call tha.t Konkokyo and some other ....
not' Shintoism or followers of Shinto. In other words, Shinto.

PN: How man)' women?

SN: Not too many. I t.h ink all in all, about ten. That's all about .

PN: They were in what part of the compound?

SN: Well, t.hey had. their own compound near the Italians and the Germans .

PN: What were the Italiml-Germans' occLvation?

SN: Nothing.

PN: Why were they picked up?

SN: They were enemy alien, anyway.

PN: lVere t.hey all ash.ip , or ....

SN: No, 110. They are all local pe rsons . All big shots.

PN: They're in big business?

SN: Von Hamm Young and some other big stores. Von Hamrn is defini.t.e ly
German.

(SN has been coughing frequently throughout this and a previous interview.)

SN: My goodncss . Can't get rid of my cough, Mich better t.han the other
time, t.hough .

PN: Yeah.

SN: L'know aTe.ll.owwhoused'f.oFome to my shop. I used to deal with
him. He was a German. He's a big shot anyway.

PN: What were the general feelings of the people who were interned?

SN: \\Je11 •.. . since they were not go ing to be released, they must keep
t.hcmsclves healthy. And then try to wi thstand their hardship,
t ha t t s all to it. Even they were .in tcrncd , rnigh t as well make the
best of it. Because they were not going to be released.

PN: You had a job to do to occupy your time?

SN: Yeah.
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PN: What did other people do?

SN: Well, most of them didn't have jobs, so natural Iy , they used to play
chess , read,. play go. And fellow who didn't have anything to do
were just miserable:

PN: They were only allowed to read certain type of books?

SN: Well, they didn't 'have enough books, so a lot of them were just
telling stories. Foo l i sh stories and. what; 110t. All kinds. And
come evcni.ng , we11, Japanese, t hey get engekai (entertainment).
Yo11 know that---what do you call? The show, anyway. All people get
together to perform. You don't know....

PN: Could- .you explain?

SN: You know, like in .Japanese , you go to the party , some of them sing
and some of themeritertain themscl ves. In other words, they used
to have a show in my barracks, it was all blackout, so they used to
get a enccc.And t.hey callan certain gtiY to s i.ng , Being in a dark
place, they won't be able to see yOUT face, so naturally, they're
not afraid to sing. They sing. And. then, if he's through, and then
tIle next guy, 11e'11 call the next guy to sing again. See, that's.
how we used to entertain ourselves .

.PN: What k i.nd of songs? Japanese songs?

SN: .Japancse songs. Na..rural Iy, Japanese songs.. So you know, if it's day time,
can sec your· face. But being in t he dark, they won't be abIe to see
your face, so you can just sing. It's alright. No hanna

PN: (Laughs) 'Was the re good en.tertairunent?

SN: Oh, yeah.' I used to sing myself, too. In the dark, so little
mistake, never mind.

PN: What kind of songs?
;~;,

SN: Oh, olclJapanese SOIlgS. And popular songs. Young guys were singing
lot of popular songs. Like us , we don't know ..

PN: T11e guards wculd allow that to go on? .

SN: Oh yeah . Get nothing to do when we in 'the barracks . They all
on the outs i de ,

PN: The religious people, were they allowed to practice their religion?

SN: Well, Sundays , I notice some of them used to go to church. I don't
kJ10W where , but . Chr.ist.i.anv Buddhis t . l\lhile I was there, I never
.(lid even go to 011e service', so I don.' t know what happened.

PI\]: Was there Buddhist ceremonies or Shinto ceremonies?

SN : No, no , no.
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PN: TIley wercro t allowed?

SN: I don't know. Nothing was there. Only t.h ing I've noticed t.hey were
reading this Seicllo no Ie's teachings. Still, the church is in
....Metcalf Street inHonolulu....

PN: What is ...

SN: Se i cho no Ie . You never heard of that? That's belief in God.
It says-fh~tt you are God your'se l.f . Whatever you do, you are
responsible for your own heal th . Is that kind of t.eachi.ng , so
t.hey used to like that Seic}10I10 Ie . And they call it''\AJarewa
kamino konari." In other wordS; you are descendant of the God.
See, that's the kind of teaching.

PN: So you only heard about that and 01ristian ceremony?

SN: Once ill a while, I 'tllink,th.ey had. TIley used. to have a minister
who come on weekdayse English minister come to give a. lecture-,--
ill .Iapanese . I-Iaole Fel I ow used to come in, give a semi.nar in EngLi.sh
and Japanese in Chr i.st i.arrity . They used to, but we rather stay
back and sleep. (Laughs) Because, well, there W<lS no hope, anyway.
Just stay in t he re . Just wasting your time. Because you get no
fut.ure . 'You don't know whether you are going to be released. What
you're going to d.ois you have to make the most of yourse l f to
keep yourself healrhy. Just d.on't lose your mi.nd . Tha t ' s all to
it. So we were telling to. ourse l f , "Try and do somet.hing so that
you won't get stale and you won t t lose your mind." That's the main
thing. You don't know how long you going to be in he re , so you might
as well make the best of it, so when we went to Honouliuli, that's'
where we started to make lot of th:ings.

I used to make airplane. I used to make rings. Monkeypod. You
'blOW, used to make all those t.h ings • And we send them out' to our
family during our v isi tations and we have something to do to
keel) our mind. occupied. Otherwise, 'we just get stale and anything
can happen.

llonoul iuli was much better. .lust like famil y type .i.ntcrnrnent , so
wasn ' t too bad. In our barracks, \ve had n ine guys , One barracks.
Li ttle bigger than t h i.s in one rOOTI1. A11d doub.l e bun.k.. ~Ve had
five bunks , And so it was ju~~.1~.~~~f~~~~Y.:.N:j.!!~gl.JY5?j.~j'll5t
like·-ol1e familyirttltc:re: So what we used to do, lot of tIle fellow
in our rOOIl1 were working in the ki.tchen. So naturally, they bring
baek SOJllC pastries. So in the evening , t.hcy got some coffees, too,
so we used to drink that before Li.ght s went out at 9 o'clock.
Some of t.hem get l1eYVOllS breakdown.. They won't be able to sleep
at all. But if you are occupied, doing somet.hing , you will be able
to wi thstan.d ,the agony. '

\VIlCllcver they didn't have enough men at play softball, t hey used to
call TIle, "Ell, Tailorsa11, COJ11e over!" So I used to go d.O\V11, play
wi t.h them baseba.I I> --=softbal1, rather. Keep myself occupied. Do
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something ,anyway.

PN: They wou.ld supply you with all the baseballs?

SN: Oh, yeah. They have everything. They give you everything, but .
Honouliuli Internment Camp wasn't too bad, but ......many things were
made t.he rc . I made one monkeypod bowl.'

(SN gets up to get it.)

PN: So they gave you all t.he equipment to shape the bowls?

SN: No, 110. This one, we have to request all from out.s i.de ,

PN: It's ni.ce ; Request what?

SN: The Iumbe r , (Monkeypod wood)

PN: How did you dig it out and ...

SN: Well, we used to have a tool in th.ere, latter part. And in the
evening, they had. to just put it back again , Formerly, they
d.i.dnt allow t hat , but Honoul iuli , they used to allow you to use
t.he saw but in the evening you have to put it back , So 'you won't
be ab l.e to reach it. 'Daytime, they allow lIS to. And there were a. lot
of good artist in there, so they drew the design. Then we are able
to work 011 t.he bowl.

PN: Yeah. Somebody else t.aught you ]10W to ma.kethis bowl?

SN: Ycah , they made the shape first. Then we started to dig t.hat ,
VV}1crcvcr was not good, t hey used to help us out. And we had our
sandpaper . And t.hen they used to varnish it. This bowl was made
in '43. 33 years old.

l)N: Yeah.

(Laughtcr)

51\]: YOlI not that old yet. (Laughs)

(SN gets ill) to get something e l se .")

SN: See, all of these t hings , lVe used to make these rings. Thi s was
made on Ma.inLand , wh i Ie they were a.II .in te rncd.

PN: Oh, t.hey sent t.hat back to you?

SN: Yeah, yeah. Th i s was made by me. This is made from t.oot.hbrush .

PN : Toothbrush?

SN: Yeah. Thi s ti s all toothbrush.
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Pr~: Oh. You glued it together and ....

SN: Yeah, you have to. See, this one, we cut t.he strip with the
hacksa.w and then put in the hot water. Get a r ound pole, put 'em
on top and make a shape. Then we had to get a sandpaper to 'grind'
it all. All this was done by file, too. All kind designs.

PN: 'Terrific. (Laughs)

SN: Yeah, I ma.de this. We used to send 'em up. This is a Samoan shell.

PN: Yeah, you picked. tha.t up in the camp?

SN: No, somebody gave it to me,. this one. That's souvenir. Thirt.y
years. Thi s doesn' t last too long, not too good. Yeah, well,
so you can see t hat fellow who were talented were making all kind
stuffs inside here.

PN: Ye.aI1. Wl1atabout health care? Did they have any doctors?

SI~: Oh, yeah. There was a full- fledged doctor from outsicle, internee.
Let's see .... I forgot the name. He's dead now, anyway. He was
all eye specialist .. There were doctors in there. Masseurs.

PN: Masseurs, too. What about---was there any crime within the camps?

SN: Hardly any , Because you d.on' t .have anything. No money.

PN: Oh. W11at about restrictions, like, you said, you go to sleep
at nine. Do·you. have to wake up at a certain time?

SN: Right. .Jus t like the Army, You wake up with thebugle. Sleep
wi th t he bugle.

PN: Then what do you do?

SN: Well, after we wake up, we just like the Anny. We have to keep
our bed in ship - shape . Anyt ime they can come up, you know.
You have to fix your bed. Stretch 'em out and no dust and what not.
Clean. YOlIY room. Get ready for your kaukau , morning chow. Morning
CJ10\V, we ] inc-up for Inspect i.on and if any sick person that is .in the
barracks, the captain or the sergeant in allY barracks wi 11 report
~l~a.~ .. ~'E) ~t~. ill .g~lY.....~.~...~~S;}~_.·....._.§QtJ}~YJSDQW J]QWnJ?nyguys. __urego.ing -
To .- ea.-t-.-- -And-every member has to be accounted for, so they have to
t ake a roll every morning. Momillg and evening. We have to line
up and check up who's the·re, ot.herw.i se if they find some member
short, maybe he mi.glrt be hiding or he might be sick or what not.
And everybody has to be accounted for. So t.hat has to be reported
by the men; 0]1e fellow was in charge of a barrack. So that wasn't
a problem. Same as in Sand Island. That was same thing. You know,
just like Army style. Everything has to be accounted for.

PN: Was there a segregation of the Germans, Japaneseeeee
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SN: Ri ght . We had a barb-wire , whereby Germans .... and there were
some ladies Japanese internees. Let's see, they had about fi ve ,
only at that time. Japanese girls. Ladies, yeah. Mrs . Harada
who's famous from the isla.nd of Lanai - - -not Lanai, but Ni i.hau
incident. You know, Japanese plane fell down. That lady was there.
Mrs , Tsuda , too. Only about four, I think" were .Iapanese , And
Germans, Italians, only about half a dozen, I t h.ink , that's all.
At .that Honoul i.ul.i.,

PN : And how many. . .

SN: Japanese? 1'\1-.
Vii, quite a bit. .They had about twenty barracks in there.

PN: So nine or ten to a ba.rracks.

SN: Eight.

PN: What ki~d of food did they feed you?

SN: Rcgular American food. American food. Ana we had cooks that carne
From allover l lono lul.u. City Grill, Sh inonome , Smile Cafe, and.
allover, so they prepare pretty good. food with whatever they
suppl i.cd, We had no compla.int about th.e food. What do you call
that? Mrtt.on. Not mutton, but ...

IJN: Lamb?

SN: Lamb, yeah. I didn't like that. We used to have Lamb once a month.
Fish.' Mai.nland f i sh , And. we used to have jello. OIl, everyt.h.ing ;
.Japanese food. But .Japanese food, like mi.so , shoyu , we had to
buy them because t he Army won't supply that.- We have to use our
own money to buy that. But not too URICh.• You buy by t.he quant i t ies .
So many guys in there. Even 'fifty cents a piece accoun.t for quite
a bit. So shoyu and miso , we had to pay our own. When we first
went to Sand Is Land , didn't have. Morning breakfast we had mush
with milk and rice in it. Hoo, boy , not used to that ki.nd Jcaukau.
But Sand Is Iand , \\1'8 used to get mi.soshi.ru somet imes , Not bad ....
so used to have miso SOUIJ. They used to have a garden there. Used
to have da i kon r~~h rmi nne! ~nrl 1 Tht:l+ 'Y\I"+ c .. ,..... .... u"'r~ ".1 __ .: ~L. ..... ( , ~.:::..:..' _c ~"-'''..L' ~"'''''....L.'-''..U-..J U..lH.A. ,,\t'.'.UL- IlVl-, ,:)V Wei.':' d.1.1J.gIIL.

PN: Who tended t.he igarden?

SN: lVcJl, they used to have a In tcrnee tha t takes care; they call "em
yasa.ibutn i , or the 'vegetable battalion to take cerro of all t.he greens .
Wliel1C\lCr they had enough daikon, t hey used. to make t.hat into pickles.
And the next mo rn.i ng , we had-that what do you call that? Chaga i .
You know chagai? l~at ken are you, anyway?

PN : Yamaguchi -ken.

SN: Oh, Hirosh ima , Ya.maguchi are famous for rhat , Chagai. You know,
they put the rice and t.he tea and then they boil it.
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SN: Ochagai, rhey call 'em. \Vhen they getchagai, we got to get
da.ikon orrradish, You know. That's what we had. Once a month.

PN: Wl1at ot.her kind vegetables they used to grow?

SN: Well .... spinach. On.ions. And na. What that---just regular
kaichoi. Just like kaic110i. It'S just like ....you know, kaichoi.
It's a Ch.i.nese vegetable.

PN: Cabbage?

SN: ~.1ustard cabbage.

PN: Ivtustard cabbage kind, yeah.

SN: But it's different kind. It's not a mustard, but ....

PN: 1\Tl'1i te? Big cabbage?

SN: Yeah, yeah, yeah, .Japanese call it luokino or Chinese cabbage.
That; na. And radish, the red kind. That "s a.bout it, I· t hi.nk .

PN: You know when you folks had gripes or' grievances with the guards
or anything, how did you solve those?

SN: Well, t.hat t s what I say, we had a. company corrnnander. He takes
.care of all the gripes and what not to the office. There it will
be... '

PN: . You mean the· company commander from one of the internees?

SN: \Ve1l, we have one .commander , you know. Our connnander at that time
.was James Mrrakami . He used to be t he Ci ty and County Audi tor.
He's dead 110W. I-Ie used to be our commander. Anything gripes come
in,from different groups, well, we give the gripes to our~barracks

gllY. And he in tum goes and report all that to Ivturakami. Ivturakami
get all the gripes and took it ·to the office. So he is the one
spokesman for our group.

PN: What 1<i11d of gripes came out?

SN: Well, some wanted to see their wives more oftell. (Chuckles) And some
c~~pl~~~ CllJ?Ut~}1~ f~)C?~s A.~~ ~ .~..~~.~. .....X0l.-l~o·~?1~~~~y~ry~C?1y _

- is the -same, - --Some 'are wi I Ii11g- to coopera.te, - but some not compatible.
They just hardheaded, that's all to it.

PN: What about from your barracks?

SN: Our barracks, well, everybody's good. Nobody complain about the
kaukau , But we didn't have delicacy, we don't expect to 11ave ,
anyway, But whenever they had the lamb, I just didn't like it.
So I used to go for vegetable. I just don't like that. So what
they were do ing was they preparing t.hat into teriyaki and then all
kinds, but still, I just don't like it. I think, not too many
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gripes. Well, I was there unt i l January 1944, but beyond that,
I don't know. The fellow WI10 were left in the last part were all
guys, pretty hard to take. You know, they were just like renegades.
Rough guys , TIley didn' t want to cooperate too much, some of them.
But there were no j ail or no not.hi.ng in there, so you were just
confined. in there. We didn't have jail in there, so no place for
you to put in the dark. Prison or whatnot. But the only thing .....
if you lose your mind, they take' out you from the compound and take
you e i rher .to hospital or to Kaneohe. That's all to it.

END OF SIDE ONE;' TAPE #1-47-2-76

SIDE TWO.

PN:. How many people you knew that lost t he i.r mi.nds?

SN: Not too many. Definitely, I knew about three. They just came
not normal. And one of them, I noticed he. had a four- inch diameter
square looking rock. Everyday he's fOUi1d r ol Ling ·that. And finally,
it became a perfect baseball. .Jus t like a round ball. He was just
doi.ng t hat everyday. Until that thing just came a r ound ball.
He was just nuts already. He lost his mind. Said, ''What you going
to .do with t.hat ?" He said, "'Well, I'm going give this to my
sweetheart. " Just going at it everyday. Nothing else. Nobody
t al.ked to h.im.

And. the other guy was that he came to the commander and said he wanted.
see his sweethea.rt, so he wanted to be released.. And comrnander told
him, "You cannot be released f rorn here. Everybody same, You are ,in
hc re . You carmot go just to see your girlfriend, 'cause 'you're interned
here." But still, he say he wants to see the friend. But the
request was denied, anyway, He was, anyway, funny, And, I notice
one fellow came from Hawaii. And he was sitting in front .his
barracks every rno rrring . Just sitting down doing nothing. · Holding

. his hands , sitting down. So I used to say to some of the guys,
"Hey , you guys god.own there and talk to him. Otherwise he t s going
to be a nuts, 'cause nobody to talk to him." One week later, they
say, no more. Gone. I didn't see him, so he must have gone to
Kaneohe or either to a hospital. Because if you are quiet fellow,
it's 110 good. You have to-be able to make Fricnds , talk to people.
T11en you 'von' t lose your rnincl, hut if you're not .ab.Ie to make friends,
too bad. Tlla.t kind of l~f~; _it_'?_l]S)t~CI.~Y. _Ye~lh,it__ waspi_tiflll

-- .. -.- -- ........·-----------someofthem.

PN: Coul d you tell me more about these renegades or rough guys?

SN: Rough gllyS, wel l , most of them came from Japan, so naturally ,
they're kinda like Hawai i.an boys. TIley want, to have ·their own ways.
In other words, all kirrl of request t hey make, but denied. And they
werea.sked if you are released, are you go ing to serve in the
AmcricanArmy . They say, "No. No matter what." They not going
to serve. They just don t t want to. Because of the treatrnent they
had , t.hey said they don't like it. Because lot of these young kids came
from Japwl, and just because they were raised in Japan, without
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taken. I ask them, just because they were in Japan. lVent to middle
school or chugakko , and had some military training, I t hi nk .
That's t.he reason why they say.... 50, no matter what , they say,
thcy ' r'c not going to serve in the Uni ted States Army , Tha.t' s the
reason why a lot of them was sent to Tule Lake. The criteria at
that tirnc of release was whether you are going to serve if you are
called by the Amy. If nO,they send you to the Ma.inland. You
saY,"Yes, I' 11 serve," if you are conscripted or called by t.he Army,
they'll be willing to serve, .then, you are released. Parole, in
other words.

PN: That 's what they asked you when you ...

SN: Yeah. That's what they asked me. That's the criteria. (Laughs)
IfYOll will be paroled or not. That's what later I found out.
I didn't knowat that t ime. But t.hey asked me the same qu.estion.
Yeah, they asked me the s amc questi on. "If you are released.
f rom he rc , if you a re called by t he Army , are you wiLling to serve?"
I say, "lveLl ;" I rather hesitated at first, "You-know, being here
two years makes you change your mi.nd, But if I'm called, sure, I'm
wil l ing to serve anytime." That was t he cri ter.i a , I t hi.nk that ... ~

PN: How TIlany of these peopl.e .....

SN: Qui te a bit 'went.

PN: Irrto the Army?

SN: No, no, no. Not, .into t.he Army , some of them volunteered after they
came out. Interpreters. Went to Japan.

PN: An.d lot of them went to the Mainland?

SN: That, I dorr'.t know. Not the young ones, no.

PN: TIle young ones, t hey went ...
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SN: They went to Tule Lake , In othcr words, sent to the Mainland. If
I was outside, I woul.d have volunt.ccred for the Occupat i on troop

_~ls_an_ in_terpreteT.Yeah .. - IwoulQllaVe~,--beEal::LSe--Ieafl-ma-ke-tlge-of

my Uapancse language. But I wasn't young at t hat t imc , I was thirty
somcthing , 3S, 36, that's why. But still, a lot of t.hem were.
volun.teering at t hat time.

PN: HOlv Inany" wou.d you es t imat;e were renegades or....

SN: All, that [ don't know. No.

PN: You also said you wanted to be t rans ferred to t.he Mainland?

SN: Yes, T did. 1Vhen I was in Sand Island, I didn "t see Ma.in l and .
For curiousity, I used to ask my sergeant, "How about transferring
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me to the Ma.i.nl and?" Said, "No, no. You 'cannot go, because you're
married." Niseis were not supposed to be sent to the Mainland.
Intern in Mai.nland.

PN: Ohyeah? Why not?

SN: I think that's a regulation. But if you're going to be evacuated,
that's something different. While interned, you cannot. Because'
the first group that went from Sand Island to the ~1ainland, there
were about nineteen niseis who were born in Hawai i , but were connected
with the various Japanese organizations. Well, they went to the
Mai.nland , And they were sent back again to the Sand LsLand, because
niseis were not supposed to be interned. Like Sumidas. He served
in the .Japanese army. But he's a nisei, born and raised here. But
he was sent back here, because he's a nisei. But like them, they
had a defi.nite reason why they were interned. Serving theanny.
And some. of t hem bOITI and raised 11e1"e, but just becau.se they were
representative of the .Iapanese Consul.ate , they were interned, too.

PN: Do you feel t ha t you were .int.erried f01' a j ust reason?

SN: I don t t rthink so. I think they made a big mistake. If I .stayed
out , I could have been more useful., but you know t.he time wasted
t.here , it's just terrible. And then ,the idea that we are not
supposed to sue t he goverrunent. It's wrong, I think again when we
were released. They made us sign t.hat paper saying t.hat , if we
don't s i gn this paper saying t hat you wall' t sue t he governmerrt,
you wout be released which is wrong , Lot of them were going to sue
t he government., But we signed a ·paper saying that we won't sue
the goverl1ffient when we are released. So we were stuck. Before
being released, you go to the imrnigra.tion station, they'll give you
two long papers to read. I told t hem Id.on't want to read . "You
just tell me t.he contents. Andwhatever , I'll sign it." .They bad
two papers. One was for I don't remember. One I just t oldyou that,
110 matter what , you wont sue the government. I don't know what
was the other 011.8, but I signed two papers. I remember. So I
told, when I came back, OIl, after t.he lVar, they said, "Oh, you can
get SCllK) rcparat i ons ;" But too bad we s i gned the paper sayi.ng
that \AJe \AJO!l' t sue the government . But I don't kII0W. BilL tl1e .people
in the Mai.nland is now fighting for t11ecivil rights. More or less
we were covered. or something like t hat, They signed the papers. I
told 'em, "IfcI ....dQn'tsigIl,\vhat~happens?'J He- -say, tfWell,the -only
t.hi.ng you have to do is go back to the camp." So I told 'em,
"Well, if that is the reason, I'll sign it."

PN: Did this experience change your outlook on the American government? .

SN: No. YOlI know, as far as they're concerned, I think, t.hey were
looking ahead on their side. Like us, well, we were so many in there.
Our only thought was to get out no matter what happened. Just to get
out fr01TI that compound, So we didn't care about reparation or what.

PN: fIOVJ does that reflect on the American justice?
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SN: Well, I think that was not right. 'Ihcy should have left t.hat place
just open, But that's what I told YOlI. They are very smart. They
don't want so manY.hundred internees putting up litigation to fight
the case'. .So nobody tried to- - -we had some attorney in there, but
th~y di~l't even try. Like this fellow. Thomas Sakakibara,he's
a representntive . He didn't even make a fight for it, so in other
words, he signed the paper saying that he won't sue the government.
Unt i I today, nothi.ng ' s been done. Even if you want to fight it;
it's a I os ing case. I dont know, t he Main.land groups are trying'
to f'i ght for the Hawaiian people, too, but this, I doubt.

P!'J: lAnlat did people say to you when you crone back out of ...

SN: They were afraid to speak to me because even (luring the War whi Ie
1 was interned, very few friends came to see my wife. They are
a.Fraid . If somebody was interned ....well, they think somebody's
wa.tching and going ·to report 'that certain guys came to his home 40

So, nobody would want to come. ~1y wife told me that only about
two persons carne to see her. Ni.nomiya , school tecicher. He just
come to her, ask 110w we're making. And Dr. Miyasaki.

PN: How d.i.d it affect your tailor business?

SN: Well, to tell you the fact, it did not affect too much. My bus iness
mostIy Pi Lipino , Even today. If no Filipinos, I just qui.t iMy trade
about 99 percent Filipinos. But my store was almost C1TIpty because
we were ready to evacuate to the Main'l.and , They were preparing
to go to the fvkrinland t ogether with me. That was about March, 1943.
TIley went to 'tIle .inanigrat ion station or the FBI saying that they
wanted to be evacuated wi th the husband . But t he answer was that
your case .indefin i tely pos tpone , So we didn' t go. So, almost the
sewing materials were gone. After I came back, I have to buy again
to start again.

PN: When did the people's reactions change towards you?

Sl~: Well, after the War ended. I came back .in '44. World \Var was still
going on.

PN: After the ~Var ended, they began talking to you?

SN: -111ey worciafr'aide Becausc->Iden-ttblame-tI1enl, becHllse,atthattime,
there were lot of Japanese were hysterical, too, 'cause they don't
know what was going to happen. So they don't want to 'go to place
where a 1)erS011 has been interned.· 'TIley might be suspected. Which
is no good, anYW~f, so I don't blame them. But my wife went to
one of the stores to huy some gums , Say, "1 want to send this to
my husband. So I want you to give mc;" But she (Refers to store
clerk) won' t sell it to her. So she was very much disappointed.
Some were like that. You can jus t imagine. But I went rn not for,
myself. That t s for the whol e public. You know, that t ruck was for
the whole public. Not for myself. I was just Li.ke the scapegoat.
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PN: 111e other people contributing lot of money to buyLhe truck?

SN: Yeah, they did contribute, but nobody mention that and no evidence'
to show that they paid that money.

PN: Did your wife tell you anything abollit having trouble buying food
or ....

SN: No, 1 don ' t t.h.ink she had any trouble. As far as that was concerncd ,
I think she was alright with neighbors .. But some of my friends, well,
'they just separate anyway.

PN: What about the Filipino customers? Did they....

SN: No. They didn't know I was interned. They thought I was on the
Mainla.nd. They di.dnt question too much about it. And so after
I 'came back, t.hey say, "Oh, where were you?" "Honol.ulu. " Oh,
I told 'em "Ilonouliul i;" Say, "No. I t hought you went on Mainland."
"1 wi sh J were," I told. 'em. Bl!t they.didn't send me anyway,
So a.l1 in all, I th.irlk that wa.s a good experience for me. Should
anythin.g happen again, 'like that, 1 think I' 11 be able to wi thstand
all those cruelty or anything that may come out, because after all,
as long as you keep your mind s t rai.ght; and get along together along
with the other guys, you just get along. Otherwise, if you just
stubborn, don't get along with people--not conlpatible, in other
words, you be the loser in that kind of place. You have to just get
along wi th t.he other guys. All in all, I think I was in the tailor
shop, so it wasn't too bad for me, internment life. And being able
to speak English was an asset to me, too,'cause lot of them were not
able to speak so naturally, whatever they wanted to, t.hey cannot '
say anything. And by doing that, I have a good friend who was
interned together with me in Honouliuli. Today we're still getting
along fine'.

PN: WIlO is that?

SN: Henry Tanaka of' lVaimea, Kauai. I didn't know him at all, but when
I saw him at Sa11d Island wi th a long pants and a long- sleeve shirts,
always sitting down and doing nothing. I told 'em, "Eh , this guy
is someday go ing to crack up. if So I said, "Eh , come on. Come to
my sh'op." So I called him in. And he's a electronic expert.
Told 'em, "E11, you bet.ter try and sew t hi.s ;" So he started. to
userthcmachine: Iv1akingsfraps: --rvlake ··s6frl.erepail~s. -S6-bytlie time
t he day gOJ1e, so he "vas satisfied, VCY)T satisfied. lvhen 11e went
to the llonoul i.ul i , he was very good in Engl i sh so natural l y , 11e
should t.each granmars and English to this .internees . So t.hat kept
him busy , That kind of life, you have to keep yoursel f busy.
Otherwise, you'll just snap. That ' s the main thing. And, well, '
at the same time, you Iiave to just play ball with them. That's
the only thmg , Lot of them, they come around and ask me for a favor.
Willingly, I accept whatever they wanted me.... l'll do it for
t.hcm. And I don't just play hardhead , I just play ball with them.
But at 'the same time, if I know that fellow has a profession,
"1' 11 do this for you, you do this for me." Yeah, t.hey do it for
me. So I have one drawer there. He had one khaki cloth that was
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brought from outside. He told me that he want me to make a pants'.
"Okay. Well, since you're a carpenter, you make one drawer for me."
Tansu, in other words. You have so many place to put in. What do
you call that? Drawer, eh? He made a cabinet. And in turn, I
didn't have the measurement, but I f.igured out one and I made a pants
for him. That was a exchange. (Laughs) Yeah., was a good experience.

Now, if I reminisce about my interrunent I feel I survived that. ordeal,
anyway. (Laughs) Yea11. So whenever I go to town, walk" around in'
town, they don't know my name Nishimura. They call me, "Eh, Tailorsan!"
Yeah. They calI TIle "Ta i Iorsan ;" so I look back. "Eh , yotrr face -
is familiar." "Yeah. I used to belong to certain barracks."
"Oh, that's r.i.ght ! " But I kind of forgot their name. .And they
used to call me---my good friends used to call me "01u.'" You know,
I look more Chinese so Fu Manchu, they put t he name "C11l1 ."
So, "Eh, Chu!" They used to call me "Chu" all thetiine. Some of
the friends still ca l I me "Chu," yet. (Laughs) And then we were not
given razor at that time. So we used to raise whiskers. So when 'my
two and. a half year old daughter came to see me first time, said
she didn't want to come to me, because I had all (Laughs) whiskers
hanging , So after that, I shave 'em all off.

(Laughter)

SN: Yeah, shes a schoo.l teacher now, you know. She was two and half
years old, but she's been teaching about fourteen, fifteen years. That
was my last daughter anyway.

PN: How much were you folks getting paid t.hen?

SN: Well, when we went to Honouliuli, we were told that we're" going to
be paid t.en cents an hour , So all t he fellow who had profession,
who were working--regardless whether it be a doctor, denti.s t , barber,
tailor, cookvplumber-val.I ten cents an hour. .

PN: And t.he government pa.id you folks?

SN: TIley paid me. When I came back, I had check for about hundred f i f ty
dollars.

PN: Two years?

,no. . two years. The time I spend in Sand Is Iand wasn't paid.
WJ1el1 I transferred to the internment camp, t hen they paid me.
Before that, I dOI1't t.hi.nk t hey paid me. We were t.oLd t113.t it going
to be t.cn cents an 110l1r, so we put ill eight hours a day , full day.
So that's eighty cents . Six times eight .... $4.80 .a week. Not bad.

(PN laughs)

SN: Do~ng nothing. Yeah. So every month, I get about· $17, $18, I think.
That just accumulated. So t.hey sent me a check when I carne back.
Ah! I ·told "em, "TI1ey 110t going pay me." But, sure enough, they sent
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me t.he check, so (Coughs) t hey kept t.he i r p romi se . A11d. you know, even
the doctors were paid ten cents. an hour. Ridicluous price, but, still
then (Laughs) what're you going to do?· Yeah, you know, that kind
of life, fellow who wants to dri nk , funny thing, you know. That
wa.s in January 1943. The sergeant blew whistle three times.
"Peep, peep, peep ' " That means assembly. Eh, look 011t!. This going to
be something! So we had weapon. We had to hide' all that. Well,
like razor-~-not razor blade, but hacksaw, jigsaw, what not. You
not SUPI)Osed to ho ld that. Then we were taken to the mess hall,
the whoIe group. Assemble and then ...when we came back, we look
out at our barracks, all our bags are upside down. They checked
evcrything, They confis cat.ed about 24 gallons of swipe. The main
purpose was to get the swipe. In our barracks , nobody drinks,
so we didn't have any.

PN: ~~ere did they make....

SN: From what I heard, ·they used to get the pineapple j ui.ce , brown
sugar .~ Put 'em in a j ar , Let' em fennent for about one week =

That t l.I make a nice swipe. Lot of them were doing it. SOIne were
pretty good, because one of the guards got drunk. That's the reason
why they found out that we had some booze in the compound. They
fed one of the guards, I think. Young. guard. So it must have had
apretty strong one in there. And then lot of them were complaining
about sore s tomach , 'Cause it's riot a good stuff, anyway. And I
wen t to the office, and. asked how many ga l Ions? 24 .gallons.
~.1y gosh , 24 gal Ions . We didn't have any at that t ime , Some of'
the barracks must. have had two, three, I think. Yea]l, they used
to drink , You know a fellow who wants to drink, they do anyth.ing
to drink. You drink?

PN: Yeah. Beer.

SN: 011, I canno t just take ....when I was. young , I used to t ry ,: but I
jus t can't take' it. Can't smoke. So those t.hings were out in the
camp, so was very good for me. Lot of them used to smoke, smoke,
smoke, smoke.

PN: TIley di dn ' t allow you to smoke ill camp?

SN: They were allowed but I don ' t smoke. They used to give us Bull
..Durham . That was free anyway.

PN: What about gambl i.ng?

SN: Yeah, t hey used to do. We used to get three dollar coupon every
month. My gOS]1, those guys used to play hanafuda, play mahjong.
And some were gamb1ing . I d.on' t know. I haven ' t seen them, but
they say, "I ·owe )lOU so IT1Llch," this and that, so must be gambling.

PN: Thrce-dol l.ar coupon was for .what?·

SN: Every .internee is allowed three-dollar coupon. International
regulation'. Every internee has three dollars allowance. To.
buy some dri.nks and some things that you need. Not too much to
spend , but three dollars you are allowed. Every internee.
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PN: They also allowed you to have money on your 0\VIl?

SN: No, no.

PN: So you only get allowance of three dollars a month?

. SN: Coupon. But if you want to buy anything, you have to go through
t hat office. And request. Tha t t s all to it. But otherwise, no
money. No money t.ransact.ed in there. Didn't see money for long time.
Even I used to do lot of work for these soldiers, repairing their
shirts, pants, and they used to as k me, "How much?" I say, "lVe're
not allowed. to take money." So the only' thing I used to request
is "Bring me some soda water." Case of soda. That's all.
Was cheap for them, 'as why. (Laughs) Yeah.

PN: Can we t.aIk about your tailor bus iness ? I'd like to know how your
father started off in business.

SN: Well, at first, he was working for thp plantation anyway; but my
mothcr wanted to Learn some sewing, so she went to one of the tailors
in HaI« i\,i"Ll, and ask them she want.cd to learn. The name of the
tailor was Kitaoka. Anywayv shc went there and asked 'the-man if
she could be an apprentice .. Well, my father figured. out if, she ' s going
to learn, he jnigh t as well learn together. So he left the plantation.
And 'then we lived in Halei.wa , We had to leave the pl ant.at i.on camp.
Then came t.oHal ci wa, And for a time, we lived at the Ha.lei.wa
Theater. They used to have a room in there', so we stayed in there.
And my father became an apprentice. Learned to sew. And I don't
know how 10Ilg, but I was about seven or e i gh t years old, I t.h.i.nk . .
And finally, he went to town to learn. draft.ing . The Kitaokaman '
didn't teach hi.m all the drafting, so he had to learn drafting
i11 town. I don "t know from whom he learned, but anyway, he learned
drafting there. About 19l5,this place was a very small place,
but he rented this place and started t.he tailor shop. And then ....
1920' strike time, the Filipinos, strikebreakers, started to get
big money. 'They used t.o get bonus. They earn about thirty d.ollars
a month , They used to get about j', hundred fifty dollars bonus, so
the tailor S]10p was very prosperous about 1920. I-1e made money during
that time, I notice. That t s how he started to 'run t he business.
And after I came back from school, I took over his place. That's
all.

--PN: -V\fhat was ~equiredt:o--opefit1patailot· shop?

SN: ~Vel1, t.ai l.or shop, at that time, you didn't have to have license
to open a tailor shop. Only t.hing was r equired to have a License
is for merchand.i.se . In other wcrds , you don t t sell only tailor
goods. Youhave some dry goods in your .store , too, so naturally,
used to charge $25 a year for the license. Merchandise license.
They didn't specify at that time whether it be tailor or others, what
not. They didn't specify. Only dry goods and merchandise.

PN: So where did he get all his materials?

SN: Well, at that time, he used to buy from T.H. Da.vies, Am.erican
Factors. They were the one that was supplying all the goods, the
material from town. They used 'to bring the samples down here.
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Open up the samples and they used to take the orders. You know,
fonnerly, the wholesalers used to come down with their automobile
and the sold to the merchants package. And whatever you need,
you just buy from them. But; latter part of the year, they didn't
come arolIDd. You had to go and buy in town.

PN: When did. they s top coming around?

SN: Early part , 1920, they were coming down to bring samples. Bring
samp l.es and whatever you want, you buy From them. Oh, they used
to have one more st.ore . Armond ~Veil in Kaahumanu Street. Yeah.
There'were lot of these importers, you know, they used to come around.
They bring samples. . Buy from the sample. TIley import From the
Mainland. They don't have the goods there. They send it from
Ma.inIand. Yeah. Quite a bit of importers used to come around.
And my tailor Sll0P now, I have one importer coming from Mainland.
They come to bring their samples. They take order and they send me
through the post office. He is still coming@

PN: But at first, you said, they used to come down to your shop.
But when did they stop coming?

SN: Oh, just before Depression, I think.

PN: Why was that?

SN: I don't know. Not too much bus iness . Doesn't pay.

PN: So your fat.her had to go to town?

SN: We had to go. We11, I was back at that time, so I had to go in
town and whatever we need, we used to buy. Yeah, the big stores
d.idn't corne too much. The small .Japanese stores were coming ,
Dry goods. But like materials like that, we had to go in town and
select our own. I used to go to Von Hamm Young, and whatever kind
of cloth, we used to go and ·buy and bring 'em back and show it to the
cust.omer . That.' s all to it. No other way. Like now, we have
samples, so it's easy. Just buy from the samples. But th.ose days,
you }lad to buy t.en yards or fifteen yards and , well, was not too
expensive, not like now. But we had to do that ,

PN: What:-wasthe····price-··then?-

SN: Oh, price, it's about one-third. cheaper that time.

PN: Than now?

SN: Oh, yeah. You can imagine. The denim pants used to cost dollar
a pair. Two dollars rather.. One pair. Now cost about twenty
dollars. Pi ft.een , twenty dollar, made to order.

PN: What kind other materi.al you folks carried?



SN: We used to carry this denim, khak i , and.... colored cotton mat.er.i.a.l.
Black, blues and greys and what not. Mostly cotton material.
And we had woolen goods, mostly navy blues, g-reys. Not too many
fa.ncies, those days. Mostly staple. About same kind because,
then you clan' t go 1VYOIlg. But, 1ike now, they have so many fancy
goods. But those' days, mostly staple kind.

PN: ~Vha:t about. pala.k~?

SN: Well ,we had. palaka, at tha.t time. Was only about dollar. quarter
a shirt . Cheap. Only about fifteell, twenty C011ts a yard. You can
.imagi ne . And t.he Labor is clleap, so you don't charge too much,
Good you'get fifty cents for one shirt, sewing.

PN: What kind of equipment did your father use to sew?

SN: Well, some ofrthe machines, I'm still using yet . My father used
to use that. So Singer Sewing Machine. And I think we had some
W11.i te Sewing Machine , But it was too noisy, so 'my father didn "t
like it. So we used to .get all Si nger Sewing Machi.nes .

PN: You used to sew by machines?

SN: Well, that time, you didn't have motor, so foot pedal. Now, you
'have all motor. But at that t ime ~ you have to use a foot pedal
to sew.

PN: How di.d that work?

SN: Well, you can imagine, you know. RPM is very slow.

PJ'..1.: Oh, you pump 1-vi th your feet?

SN: Oh yes.

PN: WIlen did that end?

SN: Well, after we started to have electricity, we started to put in
motor .

I)N: You don't know what year, t.hat was?

SN: 011, it TIRISt have been after---I think about 1921. '20, I, think.

PN: Wl1at about ir011S?

SN: Same thing'. Before that, I've noticed, t hey used to use rhat
charcoal iron. You put in charcoal, make that hot and use tha.t.
But we used to have some of t.hat , but chee , would have been a very
good ant i que . (Chuck1e s ) But I don' t have any.

PN: Did t]1C Singer representative come out here and show you the
machi nc?
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SN: Yes, 'they used to ha.ve Singer Sewing Machine and White Sewing
Machinc representatives here. Take orders and pay by installments.
So it was rather easy to buy anything.

PN: Do you remember how much it cost?

SN: Oh, that I don't know. Maybe fort.y 'dollars, I think, at t.hat time.
Regular home sewing machine. Not too much. Forty to fifty at that
time. But now, so expensive.

PN: So 'there were only two or three big companies and couple small dry
good stores that supplied you. with materials?

SN: Right. Yeah. SOTIle of them didn't come to my store. They used to
come to some of the other stores. They used to have this hotel
down here. So they stayed ovenlight. And then, sell it next day.
And t hcn , t.hey go back because they dido' t have cars, .automobiI es .
Some of them didn ' t have .... some came on' a train. We used to have
a train those days. Because -t.ransportat ion was very", cheap , Excuse
me.

(Customer enters. SN goes to wai t on her.)

PN: Waiting on a cus tomer , This is an end to the session two of
Sam Nishimrra ' s tape.

F~D OF INI1ERVIEW'
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Tape No,_ 1-64-3,-76

ORAL HISTORY INTERVIEW

with

Sam Nishimura (SN)

September 2, 1976

Ha1eiwa , Hawa i i

BY: Perry Nakayama (PN)

PN: This is a third interview with Mr. Sam Nishimura on September
2nd, 1976. Could we talk about your tailor business, and how much
rent you folks paid for this pla.ce when your father started the
bus i ncss ?

s!"~: I dont recall ]10W mucli lie was paying .ren t at that time, because
he was only runni.ng rthe SI10P h.imse.lF. I was going to elementary
school, so, probably, must have been very cheap. About hundred
dollars. Around $125 a half year. Two (hundred) fifty' for one
year lease.

PN: And what about when 'you began working for him, the lease ...

394

SN: Fonnerly, this lease was for Mr. Ishimot.o ,
got it direc t from Waialua Sugar Company.
I was payiIlg,' but it was very reasonable.

It expired. Then we
I don't recall how much
Not too hi.gh ,

PN: How .much do you pay now?

SN: We pay seven (hundred) fifty, the lease. One year. We paid in
January and, July. Twi ce a. year. lNe pay all the taxes, too. The
leasor pays everything . Pay the lease, pay the tax. On top of that,
you have to carry the fi re .insurance. That's required. .

PN: The type of materials you said you £011(s carried was denim, cotton,
and khaki _ lVooleI1 materials, too. mlat about silk?

SN: We had silk, too, for making shirts. Ponj i , That's silk. It's
arouglT·si-lk. Puresilk··formaking -shirtsorpant-s-orsuit. It came
from China an.d Japan at that time. But you don't see them anymore.

PN: l\Then did that stop coming out?

SN: I don't remember.

PN: Do you remember how much the materials cost?

SN: Oh, was very cheap. Must have been about two dollars a yard.

PN: And would be same for all the different types of material?
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SN: Oh, well, different type material cos t about $3.50, $4.50,
$5.50 for woolen material.

PN: Woolen would be the mOst expensive?

SN: 'Yeah, more expensive.

PN: And. what would be the cheapest material?

SN: Chcapes t mat.cri.al , well, cotton. But woolen mater i.al., clepends on
the grade, how it is woven. Anything that came from England, that's
very expensive. That's an Import material so it's very expensive.
Even today, anything that you import from England or Australia'
is very expensive'. One yard cost about thirty dollars. (Laughs)
Whereas the materials down here cost from about $4.50 to about
twe lve dollars. Domestic .. So if you going to make a English suit,
you have to charge about two (hundred) fifty up.

Pf\J: Two hundred fifty dollar? How much of the material duri11g 'the 'old,
days was imported?

SN: Well, not too much. There were some materi~l, but, mostly
domestic. Made in America.

PN: Those that were lllade into suits were usually the woolen material?

St~: Yea11.

PN: '~vas the sui.t considered a luxury?

SN: Yeah. Well, a suit used to cost about f i f teen dollars to thirty
dollars.

PN: This was in what time period?

SN: About 1915 to about '20, '25.

Pt~: Tha t would be about a months pay, I guess. How many people ordered
suits?

SN: We 11, what they used to do is that. they used to pay rin three
p~.~e!1-t~. .....~? ~1~~Y ~.~.~~ ~?~~~<?1)l.JY .(-?11~·:B~! IJ_llyi'!lg_ cash, j ll?·t PGl.Y

--YOllgll, because you are earning about $25 a month. So, they pay
by .ins tal Iment .

PN: A lot of people bought suits?

SN: No, not too many. Mostly ~J1-inas and. khaki.s . 111ey used to make
pants, though, trousers. Qui te a bit. 'I'rousers cost less than
ten dollars. Whereas ahinas cost about dollar, dollar and a half.

PN: What is that ?

SN: Denim. Used to cost about dollar to dollar and. half a pair ..
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PN: You called denim pants what?

SN: Ahina. A-H-I-N-A.· Ahina.

PN: What kind word is that?

SN: Well, that's Hawaiian word, I think. Ahinahina is "kind of faded."
That's what it means, I think. We call 'ern ahina.

Well, t.hey used to go to parties wi th ahina pants or denim pants,
khaki parrts , A..s they started to get more money, we started to make
woolen pants. Go to parties with that. Prior to that, they coulilil't
afford to make too gocrlstuff. Mostly ahinas, so you can imagine
cannot make too much money. Very cheap. The material cost about
thirty cents a yard and so very cheap.

On the other hand, the denim cost about three to four dollars a
yard to today. .That t s the difference now. So, it cost about twenty
dollars or more, if you should make a denim trousers now, made to
order.

PN: How long would it take to make, let's say, denim trousers?

SN: IVel1 , they make about three, four a day. It's rough work. You
don't put too much time like in the woolen material. Woolen material,
you have a lot of handwork. On t.he other hand, for making denim,
sew i t all by machine. Just keep on going wi tho the machine, so if
you don't sew three, four, five a day, it's not too lucrative.
You don ' t make the profit t.here . Butit's going to be a rough wark .
It's not a neat work. Just like a ready-made. Just keep on
going. Boom. Just turning them out , so that's the way. Olden
days, maybe, good if they ever do two p.air of pants .

PN: And Like a suit?

SN: Suit, about on.e week, 'cause you have to try 'em on. You have to cut
it up and then )TOU have to try' on before you make the suit.
l\1}let}lcr fits or not. Can110t just cut it up and fin.ish it. Maybe
the sleeve is too long. Maybe t ho pant is too long. So what I do
today is same thing. I make a skeleton of the coat , and then J try
it 011 rhe customer before I finish. Otherwi.s e , he may have a sleeve
~.C?() ~.0!"1.g.•....... '!()"l1.~fl<?l,\T., 9:.~~·.~! i~ '? ~.lJ_~q@pJ.~.t~c.l., tt..'~.JQtQf J~Qrl<, so.

- yoii mighf as well have it done before that. TIle length, side.
So that's wha t I do. Make a ske l.et.on model r ight then. ·Try'it
all. Then it fi ts him well, go according to that, to what you have
made.

You know, formerly, they used to have lot of tailors, but', now, not
any. In fact, I'm the only one left, I think, now.

PN: Along here? '

SN: All gone .

PN: What kind of peopl e used to ....

SN: Well, we USCtl to have people that came from .Japan , And lot of
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Ei lipinos i FiJ i11i110S are 'pretty good in making sui.t.s and pants. Theyre
pretty good in handiwork . Hand work. So', let's see. How many
tailors were t.he re ? One, two .... about four tailors were here.
All defunct today.

PN: ·I10w 'big were their shops?

SN: 'Not too big a shop. But still, they had enough trad.e to kee.p on
going because we do lot of work by samples. We don ' t have to stock
in the material. We get a saIlll)le from Honolulu, like from Pacific
Woolen. They send you the sample. We take an order. Telephone
them, they send. i t to you.

PN: 'So what h.appened to these Filipino ....

SN: Oh, they getting old. And some just quit to work for a place where
they can get more money,

PN: Was there any other nationalities tailoring also?

SN: Yeah, Early part, they had a Korean . I don't know Chinese. I
know it was a Korean. He was affiliated with the plantation company.
Waialua Sugar Company used to have a store, and they used to have a
tailorslnp t.oge ther in there. Way before my father's time, long
time ago.

PN: During your time, what? How many othe r tailors 'were around here in
the HaIeiwa-wai.alua area?

SN: Oh, let's see, Haleiwa, we had .... I would say, good seven or eight.

PN: When did t hey stop their tailoring business?

SN: ~Vell, lot of them qui.t after t.he World War II. 'cause they couldn't
get materials. 'So t.hey went to defense work; Filipinos, especia.lly..
Some kept. OJl going, but very few. One or two left. Arul they gave
up. Getting too old.

I)N:. The last one went out of business when?

SN: Oh, maybe' couple of years ago because he was. too old to keep on
going. He didn.'t have enough material, so he used to COIne and
buysmal1-thitlgslike·---}10oks·-and.n.eedle-s··and-tht,(~tlcls···--a.ftcl ··bfittohs ·····-ft6fu
Ill)" place. I-Ie didn ' t have any supply at all. After all, you have
to have sorne supplies to keep 011 going. Otherwise, if it' sin the
demand right away , well, you cannot meet the demand.

PN: Out of the seven people who are. .round here, was there any shop that
",ras big, or ....

SN: No. Maybe two or three work in there. So when they want ...

TJN: So t hey would hi re people?

SN: Family.
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PN: All family? TIley would operate the same way as you operate? Go
out and get customers?

SN: Right. Same thing. You have to go around to get orders. Otherwise,
very inconvenient for them to come down here, see. They live
'in the camp couple of miles away, so you have to approach them and
.t.hen show them the samples. 'They would want to buy by installment,
okay.

PN: How often would you go out to take orders?

SN: .r.·jaybe Ollce a week.

PN: And you'd get about how many orders?

SN: Oh, sometime lot of order. Sometime nothing.

PN: You just knock on people's-doors and talk to them?

SN: Well, some sante customers repeat orders. So wasn't too bad.
But if you just going to start and going to new camp, you don't
know anybody, naturally , it's not easy. If you know somebody,
he '11 take you around to the camp and to the laborers there.
Then at least, you call get some order. (Laughs) It's not easy.
Now, T just stay do"WTl here and they come in and order. Too bad.

PN: lNhen did that change? Like when did you stop going OU.t?

SN: Not too long ago. Maybe couple of years. They started to come in,
take order, Inake their pants. I used to go around this plantation
camps , but after the War, no. I didn't go around.

PN: Oh, you stopped after the War? How did you get your order?

SN: They usually come in.

PN: Wlly did t.hat change come about?

S~J: YOlI know, the union came In. 1'110Y 5 tarted getting more money,
Fonnerly, when they used to get payday, not.hing in the envelopes.
Hardly anything. But l10W, every week or twice a month payday, 'they

- - llav@-money,···sg······theyGanspend.

A11d t11e11, you tell t.hem )TOU can pa)' by .ins t.a.l Iment whi.ch is easier
for t hem to order. Otherwise , if you charge- - I charge a pants about
t.hi r ty dollars--impossible for them to pay one time. SO,"Pay 'em
twomonths , or three months . That' s alright." If I know ·him well,
if his credit okay, they come around and pay_ We don't have to chase

. 'em around like old days . Yeah, t.hey come and pay, that's all.

I've notice I get lot of retired people come in to order. Well,
they have the social securi ty, natura.l l.y , they have more money
so same thing. By installment, they order.
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I have quite a bit of order. .Enough to take easy part of month
to sew ahead of time, you know. Formerly, day by day, but now, I
get lot of orders, so they have to wait about a month.before they
can get it.

PN: You know, when the union came around , people had more money.
Did they start to buy clothes from department. stores or someplace
.else?

SN: Yes, they did. ·When they use to come to my store to buy and they
say it's too high. lVell, I tell t.hom to go to clepartment store and
buy. No use of wasting time here. 'tause no use of trying to do
business and t11eycarl "t afford to pay. So I tell them, "You go
and buy rea.dy-made. Doesn't fit you well, bring 'em down. I fix
it for you." They used to do th.at. Even today, I notice some of t.hem
come to order, but compare to the ready-mades, made-to-orcler is
expensive. So they rather buy ready-made.

PN: You said some of them used to buy SUl ts 'through tanomoshi, But
not from your shop? How come?

SN: I notice one tailor in I-Ialeiwa, he use to do that. He goes around
from camp to canp and make a tanomoshi.

PN: Oh, he would do that?

SN: Yeah. Ask a fellow down there to solicit for members , Maybe five
guys , S6 maybe the coat' 11 cost about fifty dollars. Everybody
chip ill ten do l Iars a month. . And then by the lot or by necessity,
you might ineed early, or if you don't want it, you get it Las t •

PN: That is how he use .to run his tailor business?

SN: Yeah.

PN: Most of his customers was through tanomoshi?

SN : We11, he us e to do that, because that's sure that he has a job ,
Once in a month.

PN: How come you didn't do that? Too much trouble?

_SN_: I .. _didn't_go_arolIDd. __ You.have. to get al1-the-Japanese -old--folks.
T11at man was an old Japanese fellow, so was easy for him to do.

Yeah, lot of them used to that . Even in Honolulu , they used to
do t.hat . - Fr01TI y6fuku tanomoshi, tailoring lottery. Even the
watches, you kI1ow, cost about two hundred dollars. In the camp,
they used to do that, by lot. Tanomosh.i . Usually about ten guys.
Maybe ten or f i ft.een guys. Ten dollars a month. You can d.raw.
You call get one in ten rnonths. Easy. I don vt see that anymore.
Maybe that's illegal. (Chuckles) I don't know.
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PN: When you take orders from customers, how did they select 'the 'pattern
or the style?

SN: You know they have their own style of pattern. They like thei.r
own style. Sometime I say, "Oh , this thing Looks ugly." But to
'them, it's nice. I don't discourage them. If you want that, go
a.head.

PN: Did they tell' you how they want their pants ?

SN: Yeah. They tell me, you know. I don't tell them what to make.
'You just give me the measurement. Vlhat you want in the bottom, what
youwmt in the knee. And then, if you want to loose waist or loose
on the crotches or not, just give me that and I just make it.
So depends on the customers. Some are very parti.cul.ar . They know
their .measuremeIlts'. So you have to go according to that, cut the
pattern.

'Pt~: You kl10W, iJ1 pant s , before they have ...

SN: 'T11ey call it "flare." It's be l Ivbot tom. Well, for example, mostly
.be.ll- bottom about seventeen and a half (inches) on the knees and
, about 22 or twenty on the bottom. That.' s about hottom flare.

PN: When, di.d that pattern or style come about?

SN: Oh .... many years ago. In Waialua, t.oo . Long time ago.

PN: Th..ey would change style oft.en?

SN: OIl yeah! They t l l come around and t.hey say 'they like bell-bottom.
T11ey want t.he balloon style. 26 (i.nches ) in the bottom, 25 in the
knee. They give me their measurements, you see. So according to that.

I've noticed that lot of them are bring i ng back their pants to be'
repaired.' Some of the bottoms are so big. I have to cut 'em up.
And, some of them, they bring their pleated pant.s , Want to take
out their plea ts. But that's expcns ivc . We have to take everything
out. So, I tell them. "If t hcmatcr i al ' s cood , 'QO ahead. But if
the mat.eri al is no good, dont do it 'cause Very ~X11cllsive job."

,YOlI have to take everyth.ing out , Pocke-ts, front pleats.

PN: You know, how did people fi.nd out about the changes ill styles?

SN: \Ve11, I t hink by looking at the guys in t he street waIki.ng . And
SOIne of them are very style conscious. Not every 011e of t.hem,
but some of young ones, they want to change their style.

PN: What about women '.s clothes? Did you folks make any?

SN: We never did specialize in t.hat..

PN: Did any of the tailors specialize, in women's clothes?

SN: No. Only dressmakers. Dressmakers are the only one that make dresses.



401

PN: How many dressma.kers we're there around here?

SN: Not too many. Good two, three, I t.h'ink. That's all.

PN: That's all? Was that, you mow, good business, or.....

SN: No money because everybody can sew at home.

PN: You said that your shop early in the business was.opened at night.

SN: Yeah, till about 7, 8 0' clock. At that time, I notice my father
u~e a kerosene lantern. Lamp, not Lantern to sew. Very 'hard .on
the eye, but I don't know how he managed to sew. It's not easy.

PN: Why was this?

SN: Too busy,

PN: Took too many orders or something?

SN: Cannot meet. the demand, because ....my father sewed only the suit.
Mymothe r made the pants andishirts . That's all. We didn't have
any empIoyecs , But afterwards, I've noticed ....my father had some
apprent i ce , teach 'them how to sew pants. So, beyond that, well,
you have to make, your own.

PN: When did you stop, you know, opening at night? Before the War?

SN: Yeah.
shop .

Well, before the War, 1 was a l.ready taking care of the tailor
So must have been about 1925.

PN: Did many businesses arolIDd here open at night?

SN: Yeah. Why they use to open? Because on the upper hill,~ there use
to be pIant.at i.on camps. They use to come around in t he evening to
shop around, But that camp, the plant.ation took it away and central
ize into one place in Waialua. Nobody living in the camp, 'so no
use of opening ill the evening.

On all t he sc higher hi.l.l s, 'there were camps , Allover. HaIemano ,
Opaeula, Kawailoa.. But t.he p Iant.at i.on change' their management
~to~~Jnak~eit__ easierfor~tl1emtocarry~out ....al~1 ...of ...th@~se ...• f i.rewood,
kerosene; they have centralized into Waialua. That.' s the reason
why,stores didn't open in the evening because nobody comes around
anymore.

PN: When did they take away these camps? '30s?

SN : III the '30, yeah. Before the War, anyway.

So we have a t.heat.re here. Use to be very good. These people use
to come fyom couple of miles here. Walk down, but now, nobody,
eh. No camps around here.
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Fonncrly, the plantation use to have ten acres contract for one
.person.o But now, one guy take" care about two hundred acres. See,
that's the difference. All the style of production is different
altogether now. All modemway of doing. So, not like the olden
days. There about two hundred fifty acres, two hundred, Fonnerly,
'only about ten acres per person. They used to take care of the
old plantation field. But now, one guy take 'care" two hundred fifty.
'He sees' to it that it's watered. It's a big job, but still, I
don't know how they a.re doing, but I guess they get pretty good money,

PN: You said that your customers now are mostly Filipino?

SN: That's right. I call it ~9 percent Filipino.

PN: Was it always like this?

SN: Yeah. If we don't have Fi.Lipino customers, most of these tailors
will be defunct , They're the one that keeping up the tailor jobs.

l)~~: Even dl.lring your father's time?

SN: Right.

PN: Did you have t roubIe conmurri.cat i ng with them?

SN: No. 'They use pi.dgin Eng l i sh . Easy. Hi s (fatllcr's) time was,
t.hey had lot of these old folks, so-called issei, so used to get lot
of trade from t.hem, too. Quite a bit . Notailly Filipinos. But
carne to my tine , 99 percent Filip i no . His time, well, wasn't too
bad because he had, his old friends in Japanese camp. Japanese old
friends to come and order.

PN: What about the other t.ai.Iors then? 'The seven other tailors?

SN: Same thing.

PN: They would, rely heavily on the Filipinos as customers?

SN: Ri ght . TIley are the best customers ill tailor. (Laughs) Even today.
But l' venotice the young ones 'don't patronize too much in t.ai Ior .
I don ' t know why. They bring lot of these trousers from homeland.
Made in Phi 1. iPl?iIle~.V~1~)Tfe~... C:C?~1~t<? ....()~4~~,:rJ.~~~QIT!~I 55;;;Q __ called
.inmlgr-arrt.s; Mostly all- oIdtinier trade that I . 11ave t.oday .

PN: You know that sailor moku pants? 110w you spell that?

SN: Sail.or moku. S-A-I-IJ-O-R ~..1-0-K-U.

PN: What is moku?

SN: M-O-K-U. That.' s Hawaiian. I don "t know. Sailor moku. (Prom ke l amoku.')

PN: What's t hat?

SN: It's just like, you kJ10W, the sailor's pants?

PN: Bell-bottom type?
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SN: . Yeah, yeah_. Sailor moku.

PN: That used to be a popular pants?

SN: Very popular. But I hardly made that ki.nd because ready-made was
cheaper. Yeah, you can get it very cheap. But if it's tailor-made,

'cost money. So they don't order.

PN: 'Before, what? Mostly your sales was in work clothes?

SN: Well, work clothes and woolen pants and woolen shirts. So about
half and ha.l f , But if you're a tailor and if you're going. to make
only working pants, you never make a go. Because the profits
not there. Small profits in the working pants. You have to make
sui.ts , wooLen pants. Otherwise, you'll never make ago. Even
today, if I should only get ahinas and khakis, I rath.er close down,
I rather close my shop .than working. But if you should make polyester,
well, the profit is there. So even it takes one day to make a parrts ,
still, the profit is there.

PN: What about da kine silkie shirts like that?

SN: Very s~ldom I do make shirt. If it's a pants and shirt, I'll make,
but only shirt, I don't make.

. PN: Oh. But you ]<110W when people talk about silkies, like now days,
who used to make da kine shirt ?

sr~: Well, the ladies used to. They used to have ladies take care of
work.ing pants and shirts. They're the one that use to sewall rhat..
Not anymore, but use to be couple of them around here. Ladies used
to make all. t.he shirts. So whatever style--the shirt, puff-sleeve-
they make all kind then.

PN: On, so use to have one shop for dressmakers?

SN: Yeah.

PN: And t.hen one 51101) for shirts?

SN: No ,at the same time, ·YOll had -al 1. kind of a general merchandise.
Not only sewing. Use to have everythi.ng . Shoes and all kinds of
?"t-llff?__ 1::Q lJg!lS~?_gQWitlLth(].~t,_se~.. yall bavef.o have, .Otherwi.se,

-- if- 1t is only sewing, pretty hard to make a go at that time. I

All t.he Japanese stores in t.hc wholesale business use to come down
here to sell their goods. They were selling practically everything.

PN: What about futon or ....

SN: Futon, well, that one was specialize in the department stores
like ESTI10nd. But 'these small stores never handle. I know
we use to order blanket from Mainland. You know, import. And
futon , no, we lise to order comforters and some woolen blankets.
They use 'to sell that. Importers use to come around. We place
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the order through them and have them send by air mail or postal.

PN: But futon, what?

SN: Futon, no. That was made by Japanese lady. Not everybody can make
futon.

PN: Same t.h ing for kimonos and....

SN: .!Simonos, anything, yeah:

PN: Nobody use to go around try sell kimono?

SN: No, no. Kimonos, well, they use to have some stores in Honolulu.
They ordered from Japan. And you call the .... toweling. Made of
towels. Kimonos, you know. So that they can use after taking bath.

PN: Oh yeah?

SN: You never did see one?

PN: No. You said you were an interpreter for the plantation when the
high priest from Japan came down?

SN: Well, no, not exactly. But whenever the priest from a certain church
use to come, I use to go to the church; they use to ask me to
interpret for them, because very few of them spoke two languages
at that time. So it was difficult for me, but somehow I managed.

PN: How often would these priests come?

SN: Maybe once a year.

PN: And they'd visit the whole island?

SN: Well, the whole island. Then if they come down here, they go to
the plantation manager. Naturally, I follow them. 1hey cannot
speak, so T had to interpret. Whenever they went to the plantation
manager and ask all kind questions.

PN: What would they talk about? The priest and the manager?

SN: The churches down here. Churches in Japan.

PN: Did the plantations make contributions to the churches?

SN: Oh, yeah, they use to do. But I don't know. They use to help
quite a bit. If you go and ask them, the plantation use to help.

PN: Would there be any special ceremonies for the high priest?

SN: No, not specially, but they come to see how all the churches are
doing. They come around once a year. So, nothing special.
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PN: Have you ever heard of this, they call, masquerading during New
Year's where t hey put on mask and they'd go to people's houses?

SN: No, I don't remember seeing them. But only thing .... s imil ar to
the masquerading was at bon dance time. Japanese bon dance .
.The men would put lot of powders and disguise as a lady and dance
.among the grotlps. .

PN: Dance like one. lady?

SN: Yeah, yeah , But outside of that,never 'had occasion to see them
(masquerading).

PN: "What about this shibai theatre like' that?

SN: 'Well, sh.ibai., formerly, they use to come f rom Japan, a.l.I the actors.
And they use to have a shibai in the theatre fromrbout 6to about
12 (o'clock) in·the evening. "What they would do is from the camps-
I notice. I use to come from the camp--they use to bring hibachi ,
a~d cook in that theatre. '

PN: Haleiwa Theatre?

SN: Not before. The old theatre. Then make a hekka in there.

PN: Oh, and stay all night?

SN: Yeah, till about 12 o'clock. See, when they have t.he intermission,
they s ta.r~ to cook. They have a pot here, some pot t.hcre .
Eating all that. Amazing. Yeah. That's what they use to do ..
And they use to have a store in there, so natural.Iy , sell watennelons
and what' not. Use to come arowld and sell.

PN: Plenty people use to go?

SN: Oh yeah!

PN: "When would they 110ld t.his theatre? Once a year or something?

S~~: Oh, maybe once a year or twice a yeal....

PN: "What would go on on the stage?

SN: Regular shibai.. Acting.

PN: About what?

SN: Well, like Cllushingura or the 47 Fa i thfuls .

PN: Oh. 47 samurai? This would be profession actors or something?

SN: Ri ght., (Refers now to his coughing.) Terrible. If I don't say
anyt.h ing , I ·'·11 never COUg]l.

END OF SIDE ONE; TAPE #1-74'-3-76.
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·SIDE TIVO; TAPE #1-64-3-76.

PN: 'What other things would they come up with?

SN: Oh, that used to be kabuki kind, but. They used to have a shimpa.
.In other words, t he modern version of these stori.es that happened
in the publ i c. See, whenever they had some kind of a happening
'in I'awa i i , like suicide, they imitate that and put that to shibai.
Thst used to attract qui te an audiencc . For .ins tance ,a murder
or. 0.) • you. know, or k idnapping and what not and. all that type.
Well, t hey use to make the script and th.en show that at the movie
theatre. Not unoviertheatre , But a theatre.

PN: So. people would have to pay to go and' see?

SN : Oh , 'yeah.

PN: How milch would it cost?

S~~: Maybe fifty cents. TIlat' s about a hal.f day's work. One dollar
a day.

PN: They used to come around about what years was this?

SN: Oh, usually about summer time. They had to walk ten miles to the
theatre, you know. TIley have to walk from the camps.

Byth.e time they go hOTI1C it was so late t hat they get hard time
gctti ng up to work next day , So what they use to do, they slept
in the canefield after lunch next day. Nobody knows.

PN: You mean, when t.heyre supposed to be working , they sleep in the
canefield? (Laughs).

SN: Otherwise cannot. So many hours , t hey are watching the shibai,
eating and enjoying.

PN: 'Whe11 was the shi.bai theatres around? In the '20' s, '30's or ....

51'1: .On, from '15 to '2.0.

PN: . And then it stopped about the '20' s? 'Why?

SN: '[hey used to have a shibai, but not any norc of t hose eating in the
t heat.re . That stopped a l together . 1']1c Board of Health . Just
like in .Japan , Tha t was typical in Japan.

PN: It ended in t he '20' s?

SN: Yeah. Before the '20's.

PN: 'Why? How come?

SN: I dOJ1't know.' r,,!aybe .... they didn't allow that, after all.

PN: You said you used to go around in a car, taking orders. 'What kind
car was t hi.s?
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SN: I had a Model T.

PN: How much that cost you?

SN: Cost me about five hundred dollars.

PN: And this was about when?

SN: 1924 or '25. Brand new Model T.

PN: What other kind car?

SN,: Then I drove a Chevrolet and mostly the Chevy.

PN: You used to go arolIDd everytime in cars or what else?

SN: ~Ve had the Model T to go to town'. You know, we used to drive that
car to town to buy materials and come back.

PN: How often you would go to t.own?

SN: Maybe about once a month.

PN: And you'd buy enough .materi.al.s for the whole month?

SN: Yeah. We place all order and then the truck used to bring it
for us. Truck service.

PN: This js after the sa.lesmen stopped coming around?

SN: Yea.h.

PN: So you'd go into town just for buy material? You don't~ shop or ...

SN: I do shopping, take my kids along. Those days, ·Kress was the biggest
attraction., eh.

PN: Kress Store? Why was that?

SN: Well, that was a five cent, ten cent store. Never had that kind
store. So evelybod)A. used to go in Kress Store. You know, right
by.. t11e-J~oyt Street Mall-? ... That'-swhat--it-is..That-usedto-bethe.
only store.

PN: What other attractions had in town?

SN: Well .... used to have a f~ir. Sometime, I used to go with the
Model T. I used to take them to tIle fair. That was held in Ala
Wai side.' Yeah. We made good use of that Model T.

PN: How was the gas?

SN: Gas was about 25¢ a gal Ion, 18, 20¢. Was very cheap, so nothing
to crab, about it. Very cheap. Today, you had, to pay about seventy
cents, ell.
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PN: Yeah. About t.hcre . ~Vllat about rhe t eIephone and stuff like t.hat ?
You folks had telephone?

SN: Yeah, we' use to have a telephone. TIle olden style.

PN: 'When did you folks get telephone?

SN: Oh,.19l4, I t.hink ,

PN: That.' s when this whole area got phones?

SN: wnen we used to call in town, we' rin.g the ringer, and ask the operator
for the number. They connect if for YOlL. From that time, so
many minute, well, they charge you,. toll.

PN: Oh, they used to charge you toll? Not like now days. And. how woul.d
you pay the bill?

SN: Oh , t.hey send a b i l.L. Sarno thing as now. There's no difference ..

PN: Did youfol.ks use the t e l.ephone For business calls?

SN: I lNell, in town, we used to call bus iness , but locally, who we have
to ask 'the opera.tor. As far as you call my ne i ghbor , I had to call
th.e operator with the number, and they' Ll iconnect you.

PN: Did you talk business wi th your customers, too, over the phon.e?

SN: Oh, yes. 'Sometime.

PN: Did t hat become your. means of taking orders?

SN: No. Jus t for convenionce ,

PN: What about radio like that'?

SN: Radio, 110. Radio, I t'emcmbcr just before the War. I got one radio.
Before never had one , That was in 1940 s ,

PN: What did you listen to?

........ I..;..J.1."Il •........ Well, local. And that one had shortwave so we used to try catch
Japan, but didn't come in too good. So, mostly local s tat i.on.

PN: No .Iapance musi.c station?

SN: No, only .Japanese music. Had SOIree Very few. Certain hours , that's
all.

Did they take t he radio away after you were interned? They just
took it away? They didn't give you any receipt or anything?

SN: No t hc order came saying that all the Japanese had to bring their,. .
'radi 0 to a certain place. So we just brought that radio to certain
place, th.a t 's all, wi th the name and place, and everything.



409

PN: Did they return it to you after the War?

SN: They did. They returned everything. I notice lot of camera got
lost. Yeah, because too small, the thing. Too small, so couldn't
trace it. And those days, maybe, fellow were in charge didn't do
·good work, so lot of them got lost.

PN: What about the newspapers?

SN: We had ..... Hawaii l'imes and Nippu Jiji---no, Hawaii Hochi. Two
Japanese paper.

PN: That's what you used to read? When did they stop?

SN: I don't know,

PN: When did you start reading the newspaper?

SN: Well, maybe when I was about seventh or eight grade. Seventh
grade, because t.hey had the bili.ngual at that time. English and
Japanese t.oget.her . Now, let's see. I think, t he Star Bulletin
and the Advertiser was coming, but I didn't subscribe to it, so
I don't know ..

PN: You said your k i.ds .were bOTIl through midwife? Did you help with rhem?

SN: No, 110t one.

PN: Mlere (lid .shc have the babies?

SN: In the home. This home.

PN: Only your wife and the midwife?

SN: Ri.ght , She (midwife) took care of everything.

PN: And. 110w long would it take?

SN: Oh.... t.he wholo vni ght , I t11i11k, ·sometinles. Sometime no t too long.
j\t tl1a t time .there was two midwives.. One was a Mrs. Mtlkai.
Mrs. Arao and Mrs. Kishinami.

-Tl1eyal1 dead now', anyway~-- Mrs." Ki.shinamiicariicTromTapan
as a midwife. I th.ink she got a license down here. I don't
know, You had to get a .license to be a midwife.

PN: Did your wife have any'complications?

SN: No, 110. Not once.

PN: How much did it cost?

SN: Like ill .Japanese style, we used to call orei, apprec.i ation.
We used to 11ring some cloth. Tanimollo, you know, Japanese
cloth and then about $25 to $30 in money, 25 to 50 (dollars)
anyway. 1'}1at 's all. .
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,PN: Wllat you call that Japanese c Ioth?

SN: Tanimono. It is a material that could be made into kimono.
You can get it by going to a Japanese material store.

PN: 'That' s what they used to charge?

SN: No. TIley didn't charge you.

PN: all, was a gift f'rom your own side?

St~: You give orei. Appreciation. Thanks, you know.

PN: You showed me last 'time your picture' of your mother's funeral.
Mlat kind of service was it?

SN~ You know, that' s a Buddhist service. And at t hat time- -in 1927
very few peop-le had cars. Mostly Model T. So, not Li.ke now.
Everybody go to funcra Is by their own car" Bllt lot of this people
didnt have car, so naturally, we had to hire six taxis so that
t.hey can go to the funeral in town.

PN: How much would tha.t cost?

SN: That time was about $15 a car. So they took 'em in town and then
hada· service at Kalihi Mortuary. They call 'em Kukui Mortuary.
That's the same t.h.ing , Then they used to cremate. We used to wai t
for the ashes and bring it back to Waialua.

PN: How much did the funeral cost?

SN: I don't know how much.

PN: Was t.hat the usual procedure?

SN: Well, if you go to town, t.hat was the usual proccdure , but a lot of
t hcsc folks, pl an t.ation folks used. to bury t.hem-a t Puui.ki Cemetery.
Thet used to be a p lant.at i.on cemetery. So Instead of cremating , they
used to bury them, Not any TI1orC, I t.h.ink. ~.1ost of t hem are taken
to Mililani now.

I?N: MaylJe we sbould-stop, eh, Conti.nue-next-rtime?

SN: (Referring to his coughing) Not.hing is wrong 'vi t.h my ches t , you
k110W. Only my neck. That's all. Itchy. I t.hi.nk allergy or
something.

PN: Is that everytime when they start harvesting the cane?

SN: No. Everytime I started to talk.

PN: Only talk?

SN: lVllen I'm resting, I'm just sitting there and I don't cough. I
notice there's another lady has same thing with me. She coughs
when she starts talking.
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PN: What about the Japanese customs like that? Obon or Boy's, Girl's
Day?

SN: Well, used to be very Japanese like. Obon or be it Girl's Day or
Boy's Day used to be very much like in' .Iapan , They used to observe
·tllat qui te serious ly, but now I notice not to,o many. Olden days,
when you have a first son born, well, they used to bring you all
'kind of gifts. And then the first birthday, elaborate birthday
party. But not a.ny more. They used to call ne i ghbor-s and celebrate.
But now, it's' rnostly family.

PN: Did you do this ,for your children?

SN: Only for my eldest son. I don't know if they have same custom.
See, t.hey give you 'gift. Then to pay them back, you buy like cups
or some kind of dishes to show your 'appreciation.

PN: Like what.was th,e cornman kind gifts to give the first born?

SN: Tha t t s what I said, cup , Sara. Plate. TIley in turn give you cloth
for making !ilTIOll0 _ Give you frui ts , give you fish.

PN: And the cups and plates like that, you would give back to them?

SN: For the appreciation. But now, only letter of thanks.

ePN laughs)

PN: What other kind customs you used to practice?

SN: Well.,... t.hat one. New Year's, they were very strict. Not strict,
but regular Japanese style of New Year's.

PN: You eat the somen?

SN: Yeah, sonen and clean. your house , Pounding of mochi , And then,
the next day, the wife have rt.o cook, so guys would come and call
all you a.nd wi.sh you "Happy New Year ;" WIlen they come in, you ha.ve
to feed them. So, you had to get prepared, Now t.ha t ellS tom are gone.

(Laughter)

SN: You don't have to prepare. Cost you lot of money now. Those days,
well ....you have to get ready with sake and everything, so you
know they come from house t.o house .Every halls e . "Happy New Year!"
"Happy New Year!" You come ill. You got to feed them. New Year,
Obon. Birthday parties. '

PN: Do you dance in the obon like that? .

SN: No,. I never did.

PN: The um.ons came around 1945? What were your reactions to the lillian
fonnation? '
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SN: I ,thOllght' 'that wouId never last too long.

SN: Well, some are in favor. Some are not in favor. And then at that
'time, well, they put the union together with ,the Corrnnunist. That's
the whol e t roub.le . I got that understanding tha most unions are

,Conmunist , They know better, so. Thought two never last, but they
are al r i ght . They were demandi.ng-v-and getting what they want,
so they are way ahead, today. .

PN: Do you t.hi.nk the workers woul.dn ' t be where they are now wi t}10Ut
the un.i on?

SN: Oh yeah, sure! And they are very glad t.hat union came ill. Otherwise,
still, wage will be way down and 'the employers woul.disuppt'ess
t.hem. Now, there', s no such thing because it' 5 federal law.· Can't.
do anyrhing . .

PN: W-hat did you think of that linking t.he un i.on wi th Corrrnuni s t ?

SN: That's wha t I t.hought at first . Their t.hi.nk.ing is almost like
Cornmunis t way of running everything. If a guy make too much money ,
take the money Trom him and give to the other guy., The attitude
is that way. Say, "Why one guy should make all th.e money? He
should dis t r i.butc to everyb0 dy ." But on the other hand , 'the
empl oyer shoul.d make SOTne money because if they want to improve
their business, well, natural.ly , t.hey lnve to get money to do t.hat .
.But the uni.on way of thinking was that whatever t.hey make, wel l,
they shouId distribute among the laborers. So that's what I thought
at first. You know, because we don't know too much what the un.i.on
was trying to do.

So I t.hink it's a good. thing that union came to Hawa.i i . But sometime,
they go too far. You know, more than what they should be asking.
They have' more than enough, but still, theyare asking, And lot
of times , if you ' re an empIoyer , you canno t give out certain amount
because you need t ha. money to .impt-ove your business. Bu.t, no, they
clon't take it that way, because whatever t hc TI10ncy they (employers)
have, they (un ion) warit to get some more money f rom t.hem» But
L'think it's a good. thing that uni on came to Hawai i .

\Vllat-didyout11inkof-tll.e-Sffilth Act tria.ls? Where t.hey put seven
men on. t.ria.l ?

SN: Oh, that .trial. WAll....YOlI kn.ow,. t.hey were thinking that the
Conmuni s t wer-e infil trating in Hawai i and woul d wreck all t he
sugar plantations. But t.he i r idea.s are al together different, again,
I t.hink. . I didn't follow t.hat too much, so I don't know too
much of t.hat ca.se. .

PN: You said. you dabbled in Republ i can Party for Li ttle while?
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SN: Well, yeah. l~en I first started, naturally, running a business
here, we had to tie in with plantation. We had to go in and out of
the plantation. So naturally, we have to playa Ii ttle hoornal irnal i
wi th t.hem. So I used to play poli tics in Republ i cans . TheIl
,gradually, I just came independent.

PN: What you, mean by "hoomal_~ma1.~'?"

SN: "lloomal.i.mal.i.. " Play t.oget.her wi tIl them. Don't aggravate them.
You blOW, whatever they say, follow t.hem. That's all to it.

PN: What you mean? In terrns of voting ....

SN: They'd tell you to vote for certain'guys. They used to be good
for the industry. And if the .indus t ry is good, they make more
money, naturally, money going to come to us. But , if you go t'o
Democratic side, you don't have that mich money, so you not going
get anything ~ Btrt if it's plantation benefit, all those merchants
going get a little more money from them'. So t.hat t s the reason why
lot of them used to play at Republican at first. But when Burns
started to run the Democratic Party, they changed altogether.

PN: l\1hen were you a Republican? Dur.ing what years?

SN: Oh, during' about 19305.

PN: So you guys woul.d listen to what the plantations ...

SN: Yeah. What rhe plantat i.on say. I used to go, too" sometime
over there to' their meeting. Hear what they want to say.

PN: Are this .the dinner meetings they hold for the merchants?

SN: No, novnot merchants. lhfat's just for the precinct. Democratic (?}
precinct. '

PN: So after urrioni zat i on , you became .indcpendent ?

SN: Indepcndent.. I didn't want; t.o a.ffiliate wi.th e i ther side because
lot of t i.mes, t.he p lantat i.on laborers are Democra.ts. And if you're
a Repub.li.can , you know, only that, we mi.ght lose business trade.
They don 't.comet() buyattheitst6rtY. "Oh,tllatguy'saRepl.l151ican. ft

So they don' t buy. To play it sa.febe an .independcnt and no trouble
at all.

PN: Could you go .int.o Li ttle about the growth of HaIeiwa? How did
it grow over t.he years?

SN: Well, at first, Waialua-Haleiwa was in the North Shore, so n aurally
to corne from Honolulu, they had to come either on the buggies or
automobile. Not too many automobile at that time. Or by train.

All t hc honcymoone rs iused to come on the train .and stop at the
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Hal.e.iwa Hotel. They stay about one weel(, swimming, golfing,
horseback riding in those days. Lot of 'tourists used to come into
Haleiwa by train. Honeymooners.

Automobile started to come out; the taxi at that time cost. $1.50
'one way. So in other words three dollars round trip. Which was
very expensive. But still, lot of them used 'to go in town.
'Like in our case, maybe once a year. That's all. We used to go
in .town. YOLI C31IDot afford to pay three dollars for the trip
just to play.

There were maybe about; six of t.hem runn.ing taxis at tha.t t ime , ~And

they were making pretty good money, I think. I don't know.

PN: , When was this? What years?

SN: About ,the '205. And then, gradually, the people didn't ride
011 the trains too much to go to town. So they did.n' t get the
business, and train business was getting s Iow ..- That , I do not know,
but anyway; probably t.hat was the reason WIlY the Dillingham started
to fade out in the train business.

'I'hen , down here, used to be quiet and good pla.ce to take a rest,
so, people used to come to Haleiwa and just take it easy. .It started
'to grow when p l anta t i on started to expand all of the fields. ·
'They took lot of these fields. Then they needed more people down
here, So people started to come to Haleiwa. and Waialua. ,

PN:What kinl 0'£ people used to stay at I-Ialeiwa Hotel?

SN: Haoles. Mostly Caucasian.

PN: Rich?

SN: Rich. Yeah, I don't know how many rooms they had, but was a pretty
big and nice .ho te l . Every Saturday evening, they used to have dancing
down. there.

PN: What about the fishing industry here? Was there an industry here?

SN: Not at that time. Iney used to have a lot of these salnpan, small.
.Japanese f.i sh.i ng men used to g()<:~~~~akule,·aji._ F~~~yc;~~~ts.................................. _. abujic11in-6riedoZeri~ _-

PN: Tha t t s how t hey used to make t.he i.r money? How many fisherrncns
had?

SN: Maybe had about half a dozen..

PN: And what happened to them?

SN: .Jus t .fade away . Couldn't make a go.

PN: Thi.s was about what period of time?

.SN: Oh, prior to just before the War. Just very few fishennen. .Now
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the part-time f i sherman start to come in. Working plantation
and t.hen they buy their own boat and then go fishing.

PN: Sampan fishermans, were they int~rned during the War?

SN: 'No. 0I11y I remembe r one fellow. But he wasn ' t active in fishing"
I don't know why he was interned."

PN: It\~10 was that?

SN: Ki.kawa , I think. That was his name, Kikawa. I-Ie' s dead, though,

PN: Didn't the fishing industry stop' when they started the War? And
they stopped. t hesc Japanese fishermen from...

SN: Yeah. No f i shermans were here at that time. They were not allowed.
to go f i.shi.ng .

.PN: l\lhat about the military around this area?

SN: I don't know too much about it, because I was interned during that
time. I don't know where they were stationed at all.

PN: But the)! were here prior to the lAlar.

SN: They were here and t he tai lars were making good. money by putting
on their chevrons , cutt ing down their clothes, you know, Cutting
it too big and then. They were making pretty good. money.

PN: 'T11is is rcgular Anny?

SN: Army, r ight .

PN: When did they come i.nto this area?

SN: Well, we had a National Guard prior to t.hc War. Stationed. r i.ght
herehy the bridge where they werc wat.ch.ing on both sides of the
bridge. And.... they wcreiiv.ing right in the center of this hridgc .
They used to have small shack there.

PN: What were

SN: They were guard.ing the bri.dge .

I)N: Thi s bridge r i ght here?

SN: 1\'10 bri.dgc , Yeah, two side. No other way of going any place.
Tf you close this.

PN: They were here in the '3C6 or' 4Q;?

SN: Prior to 'the War anyway. I don't know much about t.ha t . After a] 1 ,
I was interned 1942 .
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PN: What do you expect the future of Haliewa-Waialua to be?

SN: Well, what the people are trying to do is preserve .•.. to keep the
town as it is, you kn ow. Don't change it at all. Do11't break clown

. t he old houses , Just leave 'em as it is. Well, 'there are a lot
'of movements, you know, going. Like t.hcse hippies are trying to
keep all these places .int.act as an old town. And I think they had
a meet i.ng yesterday iI1 regard. to t hat , but I don't k110W. I d i dn ' t
go to the meet i ng . Anyway, dO\\TIl he rc , maybe coupl e more years hence,
t.hey vre go ing to make a new super highway in t.he back of this
Haleiwa town.. That' ~ a proposal, make a new road. And keep this
roa.d and tOM1 as it is. 'Cause the bridge dOVvTI in Anahulu-v that t s
on the Nort.h Shore s iele - -it's too narrow, so you have to have .a new
bridge to take care of the traffic.

As far as business, I don't think Waialua will grow too much, because
the populat i.ons are scattered. So you cannot; cater to certain
business company. In order to have a. big business, you have to have
a lot of popuIat i.on in surrounding areas way/ down he re , The onLy
place you have a populat i.ond s the plantation camp , And not too
many. W11ereas if you have- -like ~Vah.iawa, they have a big places
where they have a subdivision--all those p Iaces , well, then you
can make a go. Make a big bui.l.ding . But down here, I don't see .
how t.hey can survive by paying big rent down here ,

PN: Do you think HaIe.iwa can stay like this?

SN: I think i t will stay like this. They'll never grow' too much.

PN: Why?

SN: It's what T told you. No population. Not too much. buying power,
and you need population to keep the busin.ess going. But yOU_ .. see ,
on the wcekends , they have bus iness . But from Monday to about
Friday , poor bus i.ness . You don't have people coming to buy.
Only weekends they come to buy supplios and that' 5 the reason
WIlY. But if you have lot of population, everyday, you have some
husjncss.

PN: You said also that lot of t.his Lands around here are lease' lands.

SN: ()neC?f~11~'I'~Cl.~(')Jl.\\Tl'l.Y ~~~ease land. You don't want to make a
-bui' Id.ing on the lcaseland. After it expires, it .rcvcrts to the

01V110r. And lot of this 1~isJ10p Estate owns the Land d.own here.
'Very few fee s impIe land.

END OF SIDE 11\'0; TAIJE #1-64-3-76.
SIDE ONE; TAPE #1-79-3-76.

PN: l\lha.t happen if t.he pl ant.at i.on shut down?

SN: \\Tell, to begin with, t.he plan tat i.on is a bi.g outfit. The annual
payroll .is so many million dollars so everybody depend on the
payroll.
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If rho plantation will give away, the only place that money is
coming will be from Schofie ld , Some be wcrking in town, but lot'
of them are working Schofield aIld in Wahiawa. But as far as rhe
young ones are going, if there's no plantation, they'll be moving
out to some other places.

PN: Would you like to see this area develop?

SN: I don't know how they can deve.lop , but. I doubt it.

PN: What if they do develop it?

SN: Well and good. Good for the commlUlity. Because no housing aroillld
here. No population. I think at the most, we get about ~even,

eight t housand now. That's all.

PN: So, if there was a lot of population, then you think the businesses
could surv.ive ? '

SN: Oh yeah! And provided they got a job. Tha t 's the main th.i.ng .
Even population, if you don't have a job, only welfare .
No' use.

PN: I f you didn't become a tailor, what kind of job do you think you
would have gone ,into?

SN : Maybe insurance.

PN: Why (lid you remain ill your tailor business so long?

SN: ~Vell, you' know, doing your OWll bus iness , if you stay in your
business too long, you get stale. You don't want to work for
somebody else. So easy. Not too much money, but you call make
a go by .... doing tailoring. And I don't think you starve.

PN: You must make pretty good money if you can travel a lot, eh?

SN: No, not t ha t , Wllatcve r I make, I keep that money, I don ' t spend
'ern. If I should spend evcryth ing , well, I'll never be able to
trave L So whatever I make , I try to conserve it, put 'em in
the bank , or keep it by myself. Then spend 'em whenever I need 'em.

_'Callse.J_dQn't_.smoke, I __don't ..... drink. -Thatalonellelpsquite.abi~.

PN: How did you get into traveling?

SN: lVell, I wan-ted to travel, before. My wife was alive, but she was
an .invalid. AI1d everybody says travel when you're young , ·which
Lwasnt ab Ie to do because my wife was too weak. She was almost
.invalid for four years. Two years solid, but almost four years. So,
the best time of my life was g011e. So if I don't travel now,
I'll be too old so (I) started to travel.

PN: Wllat happened. to your wife?
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SN: She was an invalid. S11e couldn't move ,

PN: Was it because of a stroke or something?

SN:. The doctor doesn t t know. I t ook her to speci.al i st all the way
'in town, but nothing could imp-rove her so I had to carry her all
over the place. Take to rhe lav, take her to her shower.' And we
had to t.ake a bath together, otherwi.se , she never be able to.
So I used. to take her in t.own for. massage once: a month. Nothing
helped. But according to tIle doctor, it's t he softening of the
brain. I don "t know what the meaning of t11at is. But anyway, 'that
was the cause of her sickness;o She could.n' t talk at all. My last
daughter Doris was going to University of Hawai i to bea school
tcachcr , She he Iped me qui te a bit. Otherwise, woul.d have been
rough, She finished Uni versity year before my wife died. So
she died. in 1960. She (Doris) became a school teacher in '61.
But, anyway; , I don't know. She really suffered.

Yeah, T' ve traveled so far for the past six years. .Japan , Hong
Kong, Okinawa , Taiwan, Las Vegas, Mexico City, Florida,New York,
Was}l.'illgtoll, Toront.o , Niagra Falls .. and Fdmorrton , Calgary, Vancouver ,
and t he Busch(Bllcllart) Garden..And t.hen , following year , I went to ....
Europe. So traveled about eleven cOlIDtries in Europe.

After I came back from Europe , that's when I got s icl(. I got a
terrific gout. Two sicle of my leg, I COUlUrl' t wal.k . And then,
at t he same t i me , I started to cough. I d.on't know what's happened.
Something wrong.

PN: Could you compare your life now with your life forty years ago,
let's say?

SN: No comparison. I'm. enjoying my life now. Because forty years now,
well, I had to take care of like giving my daughters some schooling,
so 1 had to work hard. I had. to send. all my kids to town to get
a proper cduca t i.on , Wasn.' t easy. You kn.ow, it seems as though
tai.loris mak ing a lot of money, but it's really rough. Somehow
t hcy .managed to f in.i.sh Univcrs i.t.y and busincss school ,so not too
bad for me 110W. If it's 110W, I don' t know if I can send them to
schools .

PN: is t.ha t?

SN: \Vell,jllst loafing now.

Let's sec, of my six kids, I have two school teachers, t\\TO secre
taries, one pos t.al worker, one management analyst. So they are
doing a.lr i ght . They all got t he i.r own homes • Tha t ' s one of the
t.hings you don"t have to worry about ,

I)N: Do you think t.his area--I-Ialeiwa-Waialua--was a good. place to raise
your chi ldren?

SN:· Well, thinking 'over now, I think was a.lright, because they treated
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me al r i.ght . And I've. done lot of commm i ty work , That i s the reason
WIlY I was interned. (Laughs) Yeah, as a who l e , was alright
because I part.i.c.i.pated in quite a bit of" connnunity work, school
work, PTA work, and athletic side, too. So I t.hink it was, as
.a whol e, alright.

END OI~ rrAPE #1-79.-3-76; SIDE ONE. END OF INTERVIEW.
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Tape No. 1-50-4-76

ORAL HISTORY INTERVIEW

with

.Sam Ni shimura (SN)

October 21, 1976

Haleiwa', Hawaii

BY: Perry Nakayama (PN)

PN: 'l'rans lated excerpts from the notebooks which Sam Nishimura kept
while .intcrned at Sand Island and Honouliuli. October 21st, 1976.

SN: .... it's no thing , because, well, whenever you leave a camp and. you
di.d some chores for them, wel l., they apprcci.a te t.hat, rrhat' s w11Y
in, dcpa rting , they write all those t.h.ings . Th.is is another one.
lie's dead 110W. But he was a famous I-Iawaj i 'rimes writer . Sportswriter .

PN : Could you just ...

SN: "§llnC!iim~ ~o t sukiyo ka?'.... oh, this is one of t.heisongs ,

PN: What does it say?

SN: "Uki _~ han3:reta Sunaj ilna ni."- - -Japanese alright?

PN: No, Engl i sh . (Laughs)

SN: Well,
"We are separated from th.e world, and. we are living in Sand

Island.
rrlle moon that we looked at in Sand Island is something different

t.hcn .
I've forgotten the image of nry sweetheart.
!\.1"11 I'"' rr'\. ·r,.,V'i"·r'\.++ ,,'1""\ 1" r-.-v"

1'"\1 I U. .1 V lj 1.. U 1. b v L. L C1 1 J 1 C 1. •

But if you look at the:nlOOJI,YOU, start to t.hink about her ."

Somet.hing Li.kerthat, (Laughs)-rrhat-l s t -lle gi s t of it-~-

PN: Could you read the whole thing?

SN: (Referring to tape recorder) Is it on now?

PN: Yeah.

SN: You mi ght as wc I l take it off fo r a while.

Crape recorder, turned off. Taping 'resumes .')

SN: "Moonl i ght over Sand Island." That's the first part of the ....
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''Mukashi ko i.sh.iku omoujyanaiga" ....

"1 'rn not t.hi.nk.ing about the old days but a" .•••

"Tsuma orottomo" ....

"lvith wife and all the kids at back porch of our yard.'.
We look at this moon.
And laugh and prai se the moon.
But now, I 'm all alone in this Sand. Island.
Looking back. I was one of t.hc .inmi.grurrt ' s son.
And the parents came to Hawaii to make a, foundation.
And how come that I am now interned in this Sand Island?"

That's it, gist of the whole thing .... (Laughs)

PN: How about the whol e song? Cannot translate the who.l e song?

St~: "Sayonara, Sunaj .ima.. n Thi s is "Goodbye , Sand Island. H i 'Onaj 1

SMalne-no haralara ga , tOlna ni kuro wo wakeatta. Naku kama -
~~ma.rU (Tape garbled) Sunaiima ni" ..-:: -- --.

''We WI10 have been interned in Sand. Island are the same situation" ....

"Tomo 11i kuro wo ·wakeatta" ....

"We have sha red all our ha.rdships
And in: Sa11d I s land, even. th.e cry baby s tops when they hear

about Sand Island.
Toda..y ,we are leaving this Sand Island.'
The friends who are leaving for the Mainland,
We have departed on the wide space with our tears coming

clown, singing 'Aloha Oe 1 ina sad voice.
We have sung in that old barracks."

"Kuruma no hashiru kunnna no atoni san" .... (To Perry) You better
stolJ- fora wmle-:-

PI\]: Okay.

(Tap ing resumes')

SN: "After the car has left, we're reminiscing about t.he good old
days .

Forgot to close our door.
And 'the door is moving with the wind.
111 the ·d.ay time, we live together with the cat."

Or I might say that

"We arc riding on that car to a new location.
'I'ho sunsh ine is high
And the cat 'which ·together on the car has been shaking.
We don't know where we are going.
And t.hc sun Ts shining above our head."
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"Machi ni mat ta" ....

"Today is our visitation day, and there are many things we have.
to talk about.

The small ch.iId tis asking for the father to return.
The father is touching the head of the son and his tears is

coming out.
lVe are all in a barb-wired camp.
And t.he work that we are not used to ,we do 0111" best, and at

the same time, laugh t.ogc thor wi th the others.
lVhat fate is t hi.s ?
In the valley, the koa trees is now at the blossom time.
rr11e bi rds are singing:-
Mlen are we going to be r~leased?

WheTl we look up at the sky, ·the sky looks so small and narrow.!'

(Tape stops and. then resumes)

SN: "In the morni ngs , the rcvelies ,md the t.rumpe t sound.
Somet ime the peace wi 11 COIne,
And the t.rumpe t will te sounded in t.his valley.
So we must bear the hardship and live together."

That's about it. (Laughs)

Crape turned off. SN begins on new poem.)

SN: "Ura no t amana n i tsuyu hikari. Kowa no shilwe no aok.ikoto" ....
This IS the sc-ene in ·the Honoul i.ul i camps. The valley life in .
there.

PN: Oh.

SN: First tjrne I ever read this, you know. (Lmlghs)

PN: OIl yeah?

SN: Yeah.

PN: Good that you kept all this.

-SN:rrhis .is the poem-writt.cn byKawazoe Kempu. Tt'saboutt.heHonouliuli
camp. "lS~to~_~_ ~~ }(o~ ~ yo_ga .9lc!~". · .

PN: Wait, wait. Try start allover.

SN: Thi s js the 'pOCITI or s ong wri.tten by Kawa.zoe Kempu at t.he Honouliuli
.int.ernmerrt camp. First part.

"1 woke up in the morning with the sounding of the birds.
I can hear t.he man clapping his hand'"; ...

That 's t}1C tradi tiona] cl apping to the god in the mom.ing, the .Japancse .
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You know this. You heard some of them c Iap their hands , That's
. what j t is. So old 'folks were there.

"And then ill the backyard, the dews are falling over the cabbage.
The new shoots of the lsoC!. has become green."

Number two.

"The Jong br i dge that has been" ....

"Kakeru." What do you call ..

"The long hr i dge over the val1ey.
1'11e sound. of the karakara sound of the geta."

l t says "karakara .'

PN: Yeah, okay ..

SN:, "Looking at the mounta.in far above in the morn ing and in the
even-ing.

Looking at. the star angers me.
Nearby there is a Sendan."

Ini a, you know, that green ....we call it Scndan , anyway. You k110W

that l n i a tree. You know" lni a , The rc ' s a fruit t hat Tiangs .
You know,;n the roadside sorre timcs , you have lot of plants, fruit--
well, borr i os , green berries hangi ng , You know what they cal] t.hat ?
You don't. see that too many . Somet irne , around-on this road here,
bcrr.i cs . But .in that camp there, t hey had "lot of t.hi s Sendan ,
Anyway; .Japancso .... (COUgllS)

Crape t urncd off and then r esumcd)

SN: "Tn the backyard, there were many of these I~ri.~... or Sendan trees,
And the flowers were purple.
\Vc s-it on the stone and rom.i.n.i scc about the good old days."

'lli.tokngc ff
......

_. -riTTi·l;--~·v-:lll cy is vcry qu i ct. in the af tc rnoon .
The moonl i ght is so nice and you can hear the footstep ·of the

:-gTt{j 'Yet.
Look above the barb-w.irc.
How many ti mcs did we see the blue moon'?"

Tha t 's the verse of Mr. Kawazor .

PN: Who wrote the other one? The first.

SN: Oh , Mr. Kawazoe ..

PN: 130th of "em?

SN: Yeah. Look here. (Shows IJN the notebook.) Kawazoc
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PN: Oh, cannot; read J-apanese.

SN: You general Iy write in Engl.ish ,

PN: Could you explain and go over again what is this?

SN: Thi s was written in Kilauea camp , It was 3. temporary internment
,camp for the internees in the island of Hawaii. I don't know
who wrot.e t hi.s , but t.h i s was given to'me when I was in Sand Island.
'It goes this way in .Japanese :

"Jt.sumade tsuzuku kaIlkinzo .
.Jyu roku man 110 migawari de
Kiritachi komoru Kil·auea.-"-

Niban.

"Tobira n i orosu tetsunojyo.
KeJIDiOT--YY- to ni ~orna.rete tsutanaki hera no sabishiikana. n

Number rhree .

"Sasayaku koe rna taehatete
Tct suno noTiitOTloi usu zab-uton_
~R1,:~ wal<~~·'-'-okai<eTD(l!:l.1rl]~-"-'_·"'--

Four .

"~?LHJe »i.ta~~i rna _tatarctai
I rorino hai 110 gorogoro to
lJgetsu no ke.i ga moreteklITU
W8uachim) -ato-nf TIlidare- saku .
HaC,atsoyafllka'kutsuRoo50---

, RurikacsliilnjYll yobe no yume
ITiilla 11o-tSllt anaT)TOkOTI1o}T rna
rroKoroclOkoro"'-wa ki ritorarc
M~:lgoto IUfan ae- llj i t~nomI·. "

Shich.i wa.

"Muchi ni owarete hara kara no kai tari.
KbKO

u

n·i .... g'ojyiil1en -kibihiiiOkoruirnlfiiuk-a
Koka de hateru rna klmi no tame
~J}ilsatsu nanzokoYOlrape garbled) demo
~·a=rrY1lffiIniloI~l,11i<?z~." ---

Kuban.

"i\la\vari .?fU~l hi ga. ~rru l}araba
I-Iakko icmu 110 rUKuel1 ni
Tewo toriclttc takushibeshi."

Owari. 'That's all.
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PN: Roughly translated, what docs this ....

SN: Well, r ough Iy tra-nslated, It means t:hat:

"How long will th.e internment last?
We (lre representing the hundred sixty·thousand Japanese and

we. are 110\\1 .irrterned .in the Kilauea camp.
\4Je arc interned in the camp where .the .iron bars tl13tPllt lIS

in a very cold place.
Our storics are getting slower and slower"---

Not slower and slower, but anyway , it's getting thinner and thinner e e· ••.

how do you call it?

PN: Fading away?

SN: Ycah , wel l , you could hardly hear what we were t alking in that camp?

PN: Dis tance ?

SN: Yeah, distance.

"And the :[\!ton is rather wet with the surrounding being iron.
The camp fire ha s gone down.
J\nd t.hc 'room is very cold.
Mother has wrote i11 a very meager English, and has been clipped off

with 3 scissors from place to place.
And she says that· they are wi th t hc grandchi Id ,
They a 'ro hca 1thy 311d we 11 .
S-ince the immigrant has came to Hawaii, th.ey have worked in

the cane field.
Fifty year has pass' by, and the only remains, it r~lains for

the 'irmri grunt is the slIgar cane. . .
Although we may die in. this camp here, maybe die here or in

Colorado,
We will zniryuumi n as :1 lot or .Japanesc , "Ie t.ry to do our

hcs t ~.~ -.-... ---~-._-

If we shoul d get together again , I hope we will be able to
H1CCt. -in this pcacefu I paradise."

Somct h i ng like that anyway. (Laughs)

IJN: And. t h i.s side is what?

SN: Thi s side is e •••

PN: Can you just read :it? .Japanesc ....

SN: "Kochi ra wa Hawa i i umareno ma i naj ima
Mieno 1oS5.·roi Ili j t.awash i )7~---'

'l~c.ill1Jl~IY~koe '110 ka~~l-n \Va --tar~ no tSlunj.)~cna ~_2gil j.yay.al_~~._.
<.:h i j u n i mi.dareru omo i.de sug i sh i t suki.h i no i toguruma.
----_...--:-- -- ----- -,~_.- ---- ------~.~----..--- -- ---------
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Utau kokoro no melody ni beni wa sash i temo haren i keri.
Niil:eta ato-\Vaz-a no nukUffi6YUnO.- -~---- ----- --
Y01l3ku kay6u~toooyunle
Ai lio sfligesJ1'i leE~a gai ~a.ze
Yume nitsumetaku kayo nomi
Halemall.mall 'I10-tSUTnu~rl-kaze

. Kutsu ga fuml- yakll SYaYrnO to
rrsUkTkagekooru sIligaramini--
r~In·.~_~~ too~ mi ga naketekuru ."

Well, t.hi s is life same as in the camp. Ancl expressing what he thinks
ahout life and also life in the camp. That's the .gi s t of it.

END OF TAPE #1-50-4-76
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