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ID theft: persistent problem for residents

By Linda Chiem
Ka Leo Staff Writer     

 Identity theft is one of the fastest-
growing consumer crimes in the nation, 
leaving in its wake distressed victims 
wary of their future financial standing. 
Identity theft victims take a beating to 
their credit and businesses suffer mon-
etary losses in the millions.
 “Identity theft is most often a crime 
of opportunity,” said Anne Deschene, 
president and CEO of the Better Business 
Bureau of Hawai‘i, a private, non-profit 
organization that aids consumers and 
businesses. “By that, we mean that if 
you make it difficult for someone to steal 
your identity, the thief will move on to an 
easier target.” The BBB and the Federal 
Trade Commission work to inform the 
public of consumer scams and fraudu-
lent business behaviors, identity theft 
being one of the top concerns.
 According to data provided by 
the FTC in 2004, 640 identity theft 
complaints were filed in Hawai‘i, 
ranking it 33rd in the nation relative 
to the state’s population. The data lists 
Hawai‘i as having 50.7 victims per 
100,000 population. 
 William Sharkey, a speech pro-
fessor at the University of Hawai‘i at 
Mānoa, remains uneasy about his secu-
rity after a thief stole his identity three 
years ago. While at a conference in 
Utah, Sharkey was alerted that someone 
was making fraudulent purchases using 
his name. He found that someone had 
obtained his personal information, made 
thousand dollar purchases on his credit 
and attempted to open numerous credit 
card accounts. 
 “This person with a license with 
my social security number, with his 
picture and his description was able to 
purchase two cars ... using my credit 
reports,” Sharkey said. In addition to 
the cars, the thief also purchased pho-
tographic equipment and signed up for 
loans, he said. 
 Immediately, Sharkey filed a police 
report and went on to file about ten more 
for resulting theft incidents. 
 To recover from identity theft 
Sharkey said, “You want the paper trail.” 
Sharkey compiled numerous letters to 
credit card companies as well as to the 
postal service because the thief tried to 

forward Sharkey’s mail to a different 
address. He had placed “flags,” or fraud 
alerts, on his credit report by contact-
ing each of the three credit bureaus 
Experian, Equifax, and TransUnion.
 Flags require the credit bureaus to 
call an individual for verification any-
time suspicious activity occurs on his 
or her account or attempts to open new 

accounts are made.
 Sharkey said that one of the more 
troubling things about his case was that 
he did not know how the thief got a hold 
of his Social Security number, which is 
essential to identifying an individual and 

Identity theft 
can be a costly 

experience
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“It was just frustration,” speech professor William Sharky said. “Then, after 
a couple of episodes, after a couple of police reports, it started turning into 
anger”.

There is no definitive way to 
ensure that you won’t become 
a victim of identity theft, but 
here are a few tips to minimize 
your risk.
• Guard your Social Security 
number. Do not carry your 
Social Security card with you. 
Be wary of others who ask 
you for your Social Security 
number. Always question why 
they need it, how it will be 
used, and steps they’ll take to 
keep it confidential. 
• Carry as little as possible 
with you. Only carry the iden-
tification and credit cards that 
you think you will need.
• Do not dole out personal 
information over the phone, 
through the mail or on the 
Internet unless you have initi-
ated the contact or transaction. 
Identity thieves have cleverly 
posed as customer care rep-
resentatives of banks, credit 
card companies and govern-
ment agencies to get people 
to reveal personal information 
such as their Social Security 
number, mother’s maiden 
name or account numbers.   
• Shred all documents includ-
ing bank or credit card state-
ments, credit card receipts and 
new offers for credit cards 
containing personal informa-
tion with a cross-cut or con-
fetti shredder. This makes it 
harder for thieves that dig 
through your trash to obtain 
any valuable information.   
• Pay attention to your mail and 
take note if you stop receiv-
ing mail that you previously 
received on a regular basis. 
• When making online pur-
chases, verify that the site 
is secure by looking for the 
“lock” icon in your browser’s 
status bar. Use alpha-numeric 
combos for user names and 
passwords. Try to use different 
passwords for different Web 
sites. Do not use the obvious 
like, addresses, birth dates and 
mother’s maiden name. 
• Install and update virus 
protection and firewall soft-
ware on your computer or 
laptop. Always check for 
patches or updates to your 
operating system to keep it 
from becoming vulnerable to 
hackers. Log off a Web site 
before closing the browser.
• Check your credit reports 
at least once a year for any 
discrepancies. You can obtain 
free reports from each of the 
three credit reporting bureaus 
through http://www.annual-
creditreport.com or call 1-877-
322-8228.      

Tips to safeguard 
yourself against 
identity theft

• Immediately contact the 
fraud departments of any one 
of the three credit reporting 
bureaus to place a fraud alert 
on your credit report. As men-
tioned, fraud alerts require 
the credit reporting bureau 
to contact you for verifica-
tion anytime changes to your 
accounts occur or if there are 
any attempts to open new 
accounts. Fraud alerts can 
be placed on your report for 
periods ranging from 90 days 
to seven years.  
• Contact the companies of 
the affected accounts and try 
to close them immediately. 
Credit card accounts and 
bank accounts may handle 
the issue differently. 
• File a police report where 
the identity theft took place. 
Creditors and collection 
agencies may require proof 
of the crime so it’s recom-
mended you have copies to 
provide if necessary. 
• Continue monitoring your 
credit by checking all details 
of your statements. Obtain 
free credit reports every sev-
eral months. 
• Contact information of the 
three credit reporting bureaus 
are:
 Equifax: 1-800-525-6285; 
http://www.equifax.com; P.O. 
Box 740241, Atlanta, GA 
30374-0241
 Experian: 1-888-EXPERIAN 
(397-3742); http://www.experian.
com; P.O. Box 9532, Allen, 
TX 75013
 TransUnion: 1-800-680-
7289; http://www.transunion.
com; Fraud Victim Assistance 
Division, P.O. Box 6790, 
Fullerton, CA 92834-6790 

Visit The Federal Trade 
Commission at http://www.ftc.
gov or http://www.consumer.
gov/idtheft for more informa-
tion on identity theft.

After the fact:
What to do if 
you're a victim of 
identity theft

See IDENTITY, page 2

NewsBriefs

Scott Alonso used infor-
mation from http://manoa.
hawaii.edu/mco/initiatives_
issues/uarc/ in last Friday’s 
UARC article.

Study abroad fair tomorrow
 The third annual study abroad fair 
will take place tomorrow from 9 a.m. to 
2 p.m. at the Campus Center Mall and 
Courtyard. 
 The University of Hawai‘i at 
Mānoa Study Abroad Center provides 
opportunities for students to study and 
faculty members to teach and conduct 

research in other countries. Students earn 
UHM credits toward their degrees for 
coursework completed at a foreign uni-
versity. Financial aid and scholarships 
are available for eligible students.
 Find out about the center’s aca-
demic programs in 29 locations around 
the world. International performances 
of dance and artistic ceremonies will be 
featured in the courtyard area.

 For more information, call the 
Study Abroad Center at 956-5143, e-
mail uhmsac@hawaii.edu, or go on the 
Web to http://www.studyabroad.org.

Pay increases for SECE employees
 Across-the-board pay increases 

See NEWSBREIFS, page 2
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free smoothie!
Be the �rst person to come into Ka Leo with the 
correct solution for that day’s puzzle and win a 

FREE smoothie from Robeks!

Solutions, tips and computer program
at www.sudoku.com

Fill in the grid so that every 

row, every column, and 

every 3x3 box contains the 

digits 1 thru 9.

Yesterday’s solution

Di�culty : Easy

PLACE YOUR AD HERE (2x2)
Call 956-7043 or e-mail advertising@kaleo.org

for more information.

PLACE YOUR AD HERE (2x1)
Call 956-7043 or e-mail advertising@kaleo.org

for more information.

PLACE YOUR AD HERE (2x1)
Call 956-7043 or e-mail advertising@kaleo.org

for more information.

Puzzles will become 
progressively more di�cult 
through the week.
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IDENTITY: Even students are at risk
From page 1

the main thing thieves need to commit 
ID theft. 
 “I did not lose any of my materi-
als,” Sharkey said. “He may have 
gotten it through some of our trash. 
Maybe, through the Internet, because 
I use [the Internet] to purchase things 
quite frequently. Our house was not 
broken into. We just have no idea.”  
 Sharkey went through emo-
tional upheavals to clear his name, a 
process that took him about two and 
a half years. 
 “It was just frustration,” he said. 
“Then, after a couple of episodes, 
after a couple of police reports, 
it started turning into anger.” He 
added, “Of course, there’s that feel-
ing of what other information do 
they have and what can they do with 
that information?” 
 David Matsuda, an adminis-
trative officer at the UHM Social 
Science Research Institute, is anoth-
er victim of identity theft. Matsuda 
said, “It wasted a lot of my time and 
it’s a very big burden to clear up 
everything.” 
 Matsuda was left feeling 
stranded with no access to his 
money when thieves made off with 
his checkbook and credit cards dur-
ing a break-in at his Saunders Hall 
office in March 2002.
 Upon filing a campus securi-

have been approved for all UH student 
employees over a two year period. The 
first increase has been put in effect start-
ing in Jan. 1, with the second increase to 
follow in January 2007.
 Work performed at the start of 
the new year will be subject to the 
new rates and should be paid out 
beginning the Feb. fifth pay check. 
No changes need be made in the 
Student Employment & Cooperative 
Education system for these increases 
as the rates shall be automatically 
updated by SECE and the UH Payroll 
office. Supervisors should continue to 
use current scan sheets – newly print-
ed scan sheets for the Jan, fifteenth 
pay period will reflect the new rate.
 These raises do not affect a stu-
dent employee’s eligibility for step 
increases. Those students scheduled 
to receive the step increase should get 
them as scheduled.
 For more information, visit 
SECE on the Web at http://www.

hawaii.edu/sece.

UH Chief Information Officer 
elected as PTC Board Chairman
 UH Chief Information 
Officer David Lassner has been 
elected Chairman of the Pacific 
Telecommunications Council Board 
of Governors and President of PTC. 
 PTC is a Hawai‘i-based interna-
tional membership organization formed 
in 1980 that promotes the advancement 
and use of information and communi-
cation technologies within the Pacific 
hemisphere. The organization has more 
than 400 members and hosts the largest 
annual telecommunications conference 
in the Pacific. 
 As the newly elected PTC board 
chair and president, Lassner will help 
to create new ways to integrate and 
reach out to the unofficial members 
of the PTC community. 
 Lassner is only the second PTC 
President from Hawai‘i and the first 
since Bob Engelbardt of GTE Hawaiian 
Telephone served in the 1980s. 
 For more information on the 

Pacific Telecommunications Council, 
visit http://www.ptc.org. To learn 
more about David Lassner, visit 
http://www2.hawaii.edu/~david.

Legislators appointed as directors
 State Rep. Kirk Caldwell and 
businesswoman Christine Lau were 
recently named the directors of 
the Friends of the John A. Burns 
Medical School. 
 Rep. Caldwell has been 
a member of the State House of 
Representatives since 2002 repre-
senting Mānoa-Mō‘ili‘ili. He also 
works as a private attorney and is a 
1984 graduate of the UH William S. 
Richardson School of Law.
 Lau operates the firm Island 
Veterinary Care with her husband, 
Bertram Lau, DVM. Christine Lau 
served as Co-Chair of the 2004 
Punahou Carnival. 
 The Friends of the Medical 
School is a non-profit volunteer group 
that organizes activities in support of 
the educational and research mission 
of the medical school.

NewsBriefs
From page 1
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Percentages are based on 640 victims from Honolulu and 246,570 victims from all locations. Other types of identity 
thefts amount to 100 percent. Information compiled by the Federal Trade Commission for 2004.

ty report as well as a police report, 
Matsuda immediately notified his bank 
and credit card companies and also had 
the credit bureaus flag his account.
 Matsuda said that even though 
he took immediate action, the thief 
or thieves, armed with his check-
book, were able to “clean out my 
bank account.” 
 In Matsuda’s case, the thieves 
used the routing and checking 
account numbers, which are print-
ed on the bottom of each personal 
check, to electronically transfer 
money from his account, totaling 
several thousand dollars.    
 Matsuda said, “You feel finan-
cially constrained.” He said his worries 
and frustrations mainly amounted to 
paying his incoming bills. According 
to Matsuda, he could not access any 
money pending the bank’s investiga-
tion. In the end, all the stolen money 
was restored to him but his UH payroll 
was affected because he had to abruptly 
close his checking account and open a 
new one. 
 “Identity theft may be one of 
today’s fastest growing crimes, but you 
don’t have to be one of its victims,” 
Deschene said. “Take steps to protect 
yourself – both in the real world and 
the computer world – and, should the 
worst happen, act quickly to minimize 
the damage.”
 In both Sharkey’s and Matsuda’s 
cases, early detection of the theft 
helped in working to recover from its 

ramifications. Sharkey and Matsuda 
said that they knew to take immedi-
ate action. 
 Some UHM students are 
aware of the rise in identity theft 
and take precautions to guard sen-
sitive information. 
 Cristal Shimamura, 20, a French 
major, says she is cautious of the preva-
lence of identity theft these days.   
 “It’s not something I want to be 
worried about, but it is something I 
want to prevent,” Shimamura said. 
Shimamura uses a shredder at home 
and is always aware of her wallet and 
its contents. “It’s scary for everyone. 
Once you lose your identity, you kind 
of lose your footing.”
 Identity theft is a crime that does 
not discriminate between age, race, 
gender or economic standing. With the 
randomness of the crime, some UH stu-
dents say that they do not spend much 
time worrying about whether identity 
theft will happen to them. Nonetheless, 
they remain cautious consumers.
 Stacey Ikawa, 18, said she is not 
overly concerned about it, but takes 
precautions such as shredding personal 
documents and credit offers she gets in 
the mail.  
 Sun Young Kim, 29, an eco-
nomics major, said, “My worries 
can’t do anything about. I just try 
to be a little more careful.” Kim 
said she minimizes the use of her 
credit cards and usually avoids 
online shopping. 

Events Calendar
Compiled by Alice Kim

Traditional Chinese martial arts will 
be demonstrated tomorrow from 
8:30 a.m. to 9:15 a.m. at Moore 
Hall, room 227. This event is free 
and open to the public. For more 
information, call Vincent K. Pollard 
at 944-6479, e-mail pollard@hawaii.
edu or go to http://www2.hawaii.
edu/~pollard/.

“Speed Reading: An Introduction,” 
a seminar, will take place tomor-
row from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. at the 
Windward Community College cam-
pus, Hale Akoakoa building, rooms 
101 and 103. For more information, 
call Jane Uyetake at 235-7363 or e-
mail juyetake@hawaii.edu.

Pi Sigma Epsilon, a marketing fra-
ternity, will be holding an orienta-
tion tomorrow at 12 p.m. at the 
Campus Center Room 308. Open to 
all majors. Other dates for orienta-
tions include Jan. 25 and Jan. 26, 
12 p.m.; Jan. 27, 10:30 a.m.; Feb. 1 
and Feb. 2, 6 p.m. at Campus Center 
Room 308. For more information, 
e-mail hieu.georgevo@gmail.com or 
visit http://www2.hawaii/edu/~pse.

“Feral Sheep Rumen Analysis on 
Mauna Loa and Hualalai,” a botani-
cal science seminar, will take place 
tomorrow from 12:30 p.m. to 1:30 
p.m. at the St. John auditorium, room 
011. For more information, call Don 
Drake at 956-3937 or e-mail don-
drake@hawaii.edu.

“Atmosphere and Ocean Signatures 
of the Madden-Julian Oscillation in 
an Ensemble of Surface Winds from 
a Bayesian Hierarchical Model,” a 
joint meteorology department and 
IPRC seminar, will take place tomor-
row from 3:30 p.m. to 5 p.m. at 
the Marine Science building, room 
100. For more information, call the 
UHM meteorology department at 
956-8775, e-mail metdept@hawaii.
edu, or go to http://lumahai.soest.
hawaii.edu.

“Getting Started with Podcasts,” a 
lecture, will take place on Thursday 
from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. at the Yukiyoshi 
Room, Krauss Hall. For more infor-
mation, go to http://www.outreach.
hawaii.edu/pnm.

“Insides Out: Contexts for Darger,” 
an English department event, will 
take place Friday afternoon from 
3:30 p.m. to 4:45 p.m. at Kuykendall 
Hall, room 410. Michael Moon from 
Johns Hopkins University will pres-
ent this event. For more information, 
call the English department at 956-
7619.

“Preoperative Evaluation,” a depart-
ment of medicine grand round, will 
take place tomorrow from 12:30 p.m. 
to 1:30 p.m. The grand round will 
take place at the Queen’s Conference 
Center, located at 510 S. Beretania 
Street, second floor lobby. For more 
information, call Rosemary On at 
586-7469 or e-mail uhmedgr@
hawaii.edu.
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New upcoming restaurant
in the Ala Moana now hiring for:

Host
Server

Bartender
Cook

Great benefits, wages
and a fun work environment!

Please call: 944-1717 for an appointment
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J O I N  O U R  T E A M !

10%
K A  L E O  A D V E R T I S I N G  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E

M O N T H L Y
S T I P E N D

5 hrs
per week

For more information contact:
Alicia Kagawa
ph: 956-7043
e-mail: aliciaka@hawaii.edu
or just visit Ka Leo

$100

$1099

MEDIUM 12” PIZZA
with 2 Toppings

ONLY

Not valid with any other offer. Valid only at participating locations. 
Customer pays all applicable sales tax. Limited delivery area. Additional
toppings extra. Offer expires 12/31/05.

$2199

2 LARGE 14” PIZZAS
with 2 Toppings

ONLY

Not valid with any other offer. Valid only at participating locations. 
Customer pays all applicable sales tax. Limited delivery area. Additional
toppings extra. Offer expires 12/31/05.

$1599

LARGE 14” PIZZA
with 3 Toppings

ONLY

Not valid with any other offer. Valid only at participating locations. 
Customer pays all applicable sales tax. Limited delivery area. Additional
toppings extra. Offer expires 12/31/05. 1599L3

1099M2

2199L2

CHEESE 101

FOR DELIVERY CALL

979-PAPA  •  983-7272

Original Crust
or Pan
Delivery Only

Original, Thin Crust
or Pan
Delivery Only

Original, Thin Crust
or Pan
Delivery Only

5/31/06

5/31/06

5/31/06

By Mari Matsuda
Ka Leo Staff Writer  
   
 About 200 people attended the 
grand opening of John Tanji Koga’s 
“Garden of Spirits” art exhibit held 
at the Japanese Cultural Center of 
Hawai‘i on Jan. 18.
 Amorphous spirits of various 
sizes made of plaster and resin wel-
comed visitors in the small gallery. 
These life-sized figures stood on what 
seemed like legs and a few miniature 
figures rested on a table. One par-
ticular piece with a hole represented 
a lost friend and a missing part of 
Koga’s heart. 
 “When I created the pieces, 
it created an environment where I 
thought about the people from my 
past and life in general,” Koga said. 
 Reactions from visitors were just 
as varied as the artwork.
 “I think there’s a lot of 
humor because that’s John,” art-
ist Takeo Miji said. “We all bring 
a part of ourselves.”
 Kapi‘olani Community College 

Koa Gallery director David Behlke 
also attended the event and said that 
he enjoyed what he saw.
 “I really like the texture, 
the whiteness, and the contrast,” 
Behlke said. He noted the contrast-
ing effects of white sculptures amid 
the dark walls of the gallery, as well 
as the rough, large plaster pieces 
with the smooth, smaller pieces 
made with rosin. 
 “The installation ... fits this space 
just great,” Behlke said.
 Dawn Williams, a student who 
visited the gallery for her class at 
Chaminade University, found the 
sandblasted “Spirit Tree” charming.
 “I really like the smaller piec-
es,” Williams said. “I think it has 
to do with the fact that it’s made 
with rosin.”
 Renowned artist and sculptor 
Toshiko Takaezu also attended the 
ceremony and commented that she 
was happily surprised.
 In the midst of lively greetings 
and congested pathways, there was 
also contemplation. While viewers 
walked around to inspect the indi-

vidual pieces, they also took part in a 
mysterious gathering of spirits. 
 “There’s always this interest in 
... the next step after we die,” Koga 
said. “It’s just sort of that gray area 
of existence ... we almost celebrate 
birth more than celebrating some-
one’s lifetime.”
 The “Garden of Spirits” exhibi-
tion will continue at the Japanese 
Cultural Center of Hawai‘i at 2454 
South Beretania Street, Tuesdays 
through Saturdays until March 3. 
The gallery is open from 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m. Admission is free. For more 
information, call 945-7633.

We need writers for Ka Leo’s Surf 
Section! Write about any topic 
under the sun ... literally! Write 
at the beach, in the sand, or even 
in the water ... AND get PAID!
EMAIL: surf@kaleo.org

GET
PAID 
SURFING

Write for 
Ka Leo

Garden of Spirits 
exhibit art and reflection

Photo courtesy 
of the Japanese 
Cultural Center 
of Hawai‘i
Artist John 
Tanji Koga 
displays his 
white plaster 
sculptures in 
the Garden of 
Spirits exhibi-
tion at the 
Japanese Cul-
tural Center, 
which opened 
on Jan. 18.

PHOTO COURTESY 
OF THE JAPANESE 
CULTURAL CENTER 
OF HAWAI'I  
Ka Leo o Hawai‘i
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Letter
totheEditor

Dear Editor:

 Last semester brought the 
good news that the faculty sen-
ate voted to reject one aspect of 
secret research at the University 
of Hawai‘i, and that Chancellor 
Konan was partially against its 
restoration after a 33 year prohibi-
tion.
 Obviously, with fudging still 
lurking there is still a need for 
vigilance.   Let me suggest sev-
eral premises which must be taken 
seriously unless we want UH to 
become a trade tech school deal-
ing in death. For brevity, I will not 
draw out the implications of these 
premises. Our faculty already 
know, and it will bring a sense of 
discovery to our students. How 
our regents and administrators 
will draw actionable inferences is 
uncertain.
 1. All military activity, 
whether it be thought or action, 
is program-driven. It does not 
engage in neutral inquiry. Look at 
the false premises of the Iraq war.
 2. The purpose of the mili-
tary is to seek out and destroy the 
enemy. All other military work 
is subordinate to that imperative. 
Why else call the military, “armed 
forces,” and give them such over-
whelmingly lethal weapons?
 3. An institution designed 
around lethality is the opposite of 
an institution aiming to develop 
the life of the mind.
 4. The handmaiden of mili-
tary violence is civilian fraud.
 5. A secret researcher cannot 
show the results or activity of his 
or her research on his or her cur-
riculum vita. If it is shown it is 
presumed no longer worthwhile.
 6. The history of Hawai‘i 
is full of instances of local pro-
moters throwing themselves with 
religious fervor at the feet of the 
big-buck promoters like the mili-
tary.
 7. If UH were to become 
the only U.S. university without 
secret research, then we would 
have a proud independence that 
would certainly attract honorable 
outside assistance.

George Simson,
Professor Emeritus

Praise is 
due for 
Faculty 
Senate

By Trey Caliva
Daily Toreador (Texas Tech)     

 (U-WIRE) LUBBOCK, Texas 
– In the past, winter temperatures 
in Lubbock have remained relative-
ly mild compared to our average. 
Lubbock is currently approaching 
three months without decent rainfall, 
and there’s not much of an end in 
sight. From a more active hurricane 
season last year to a drought in the 
Southwest and record rainfall in the 
Northwest, weather in 2005, and now 
2006, has been more than odd.
 Environmentalists, politicians 
and certain scientists believe such cli-
matic changes are because of global 
warming. Those groups contend that 
President Bush, under pressure of big 
business, ignores these changes and 
refuses to make global warming a 
priority of the United States.
 We first must ask ourselves, 
does global warming exist? Yes. 
You’d have to be completely blind 
or inept to consider the possibility of 
human activity and industrialization 
not having an effect on the environ-
ment. Global warming is the afteref-
fect of greenhouse gases, notably 
carbon dioxide, that are released into 
the air. When these gases become 
trapped in our atmosphere, they 
inhibit solar radiation from leaving 
the Earth’s surface, effectively creat-
ing a greenhouse of insulation around 
the planet.
 The main unanswered question 
is what are the current and future 
effects of global warming on the 
planet.
 Proponents of climate change 
caused by global warming frequently 
talk about a rise in the mean tempera-
ture in recent years. Their arguments 
are so flawed and skewed in favor 
of the environmental lobbies that it’s 
nearly impossible to extract the pure 
science from it. 
 Most global warming adher-
ents’ claims casually ignore that 
Earth’s mean annual temperature has 
steadily increased since the end of a 
dramatic cooling trend, known as the 
Little Ice Age, which ended in the 
early 1800s.
 Starting in 1895, the United 
States has documented and charted 
climatological data. Again, despite 
having decent records from before 
the turn of the past century, those 
numbers are ignored or incorrectly 
read. 
 Since 1945 the annual mean 
temperature in Dallas has increased 
one degree. Roswell, N.M., has seen 
a rise of less than one degree during 
a period of more than 100 years, and 
the city of San Antonio has gone from 
a mean annual temperature of 68.4 

By Paul Kolbe
Ka Leo Contributing Writer     

 Driving up to the Bishop Museum 
on a recent family day, it was ironic to 
encounter supporters of Hui Mālama I 
Nā Kūpuna O Hawai‘i Nei with signs 
that read, “Teach your kids not to steal.” 
 By any definition, borrowing some-
thing and then not returning it would 
constitute stealing. The group borrowed 
83 burial objects on good faith from the 
Bishop Museum. Rather than displaying 
the objects, as was the intended purpose, 
the group reburied the objects in the Big 
Island’s Kawaihae Caves, from where 
they were originally removed in 1905. 
 The group has justified its actions 
with religious and cultural beliefs, stat-
ing that the artifacts had been looted in 
the first place. But looted artifacts do not 
usually end up in museums, they end up 
in the hands of private collectors who 
rarely have an interest in increasing pub-
lic knowledge, which museums, despite 
their flaws, do have.
 As for religious and cultural 
beliefs, many have sent their written 
opinions to Honolulu newspapers argu-
ing that had the artifacts been of white 
people, they would have never been dis-
turbed. Nonsense. European tombs, as 
well as Egyptian, Mayan and American 
tombs are disturbed frequently.  
     
Amadeus Mozart’s skull recently had 
chips scraped from it and compared to 
the bone scrapings of his dead grand-
mother, just to make sure it was really 
his skull and to possibly resolve how he 
died. Yet, neither his relatives, nor the 
New York Philharmonic was outside 
protesting.
 Disturbing tombs is unfortunately 
one of the best ways to learn about a cul-
ture and its practices, especially one with 
no written records. Many understand its 
necessity for the betterment of historical 
understanding. Hui Mālama is not only 
depriving those who have little or no 
knowledge of Hawaiian culture, but also 
future generations of Hawaiians from 
viewing the works of their ancestors.
 Hui Mālama’s reasoning makes 
about as much sense as my b    eing half-
German, going to Germany and taking 
artifacts of early Germanic tribes, who 
also had only oral traditions, and burning 
the artifacts because my ancestors would 
have. Not only would it be pretentious of 
me to act as if I knew what my ancestors 
would have wanted today, but maybe 
— and this will perhaps prevent my 
entrance into Valhalla — my ancestors 
were not all-knowing.

Hui Mālama 
group steals 
knowledge 
from public

point •Global 
Warming

degrees Fahrenheit in 1895 to 67 degrees 
Fahrenheit in 2005. How do you explain 
the discrepancies in those numbers? 
 Large cities such as Dallas, Los 
Angeles, New York and Miami all expe-
rienced dramatic growth throughout 
the times for which data exists. The 
most logical cause behind temperature 
increases in those larger cities is simple. 
They have more people, which in turn 
allows for less open space and vegetation 
in a city. 
 Solar radiation bearing down on a 
concrete and asphalt-filled city is certain 
to absorb more heat than a small town 
in the country. That effect, sometimes 
referred to as the “urban heat island,” 
would more than explain the mean tem-
perature increases that show up on cli-
mate data.
 For their next set of data to prove 
global warming, scientists use long-range 
climate models in order to effectively 
determine fut        ure Earth climates in 
say, 50 to 100 years. Computer models 
have difficulty pinpointing how much 
precipitation an area might receive four 
days from now. Are we going to base 
U.S. environmental policy on nothing 
more than an educated guess? I’d cer-
tainly hope not.

 You may ask yourself, why can’t 
we just lower our production of green-
house gases anyway to be a good sport 
and model country? The Kyoto Accords, 
an international treaty created in 1997, 
sought to do just that. But there was a 
problem with the treaty. 
 It was unfair to U.S. interests and 
not strict enough on two of the world’s 
top polluters, China and India. Both 
countries received exceptions due to 
their status as developing nations. So the 
major backbone of Kyoto was expected 
to be the United States. 
 Fortunately, the treaty never has 
come before a vote in the Senate and 
received lackluster support from the 
Bush administration. President Bush’s 
main opposition to the treaty is that it 
would stifle the U.S. economy. Estimates 
range from $300 to $500 billion in lost 
revenue due to industry in America hav-
ing to conform to Kyoto standards.
 Shoddy computer models, reckless 
science and unfair international treaties 
should not be the basis of environmental 
policy in the United States. To solve any 
problem, you must first have one. Years 
of scientific research will one day unrav-
el the intricate complexities of global 
climate. Until then, it should be business 
as usual.

Environmental problems overstated

Greenhouse 
gases contribute 
to global warm-
ing by trapping 
solar energy 
within the 
Earth's atmo-
sphere.

METRO COURTESY 
ILLUSTRATION  
Ka Leo o Hawai‘i
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By James Hershberger
Daily Toreador (Texas Tech)     

 (U-WIRE) LUBBOCK, Texas 
– Everyone has his or her favorite winter 
ritual. For many Red Raiders, it is the 
Carol of Lights, while others anticipate 
a ski weekend with friends. The reason 
I eagerly await the winter every year is 
that with the snowfall comes the oppor-
tunity to throw snowballs at the traffic 
and parking officials while they admin-
ister tickets on campus. 
 However, as January rapidly draws 
to a close with no more than a hint of 
snow, it seems that I may have to forgo 
my annual season of vengeance. Though 
it might be jumping the gun to attribute 
this to global warming, it is difficult not 
to make the connection when reflecting 
on the warmer-than-normal winter that 
most cities in Texas experienced.
 There is little question that the tem-
perature of our planet is rising. During 
the past century, the average temperature 
of Earth has increased by a degree and 
twice that in arctic areas. The sea level 
has risen seven inches. These changes 
might seem slight, but they can worsen 
the severity of hurricanes, floods, heat 
waves and the extinction of animals.
 Additionally, it is predicted that 
Earth’s temperature could increase by 
another four degrees in the next century 
and eight to nine degrees in arctic areas. 
 According to the United Nations 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change 2001 assessment, “There is new 
and stronger evidence that most of the 
warming observed over the last 50 years 
is attributable to human activities.” 
 However, other environmental sci-
ence experts such as Dr. Fred Singer of 
the University of Virginia believe the 
rise in temperature is part of a natural 
cycle of Earth. He and other opponents 
of the IPCC’s reports do not believe 
global warming will significantly harm 
the environment. However, if industry 
is limited, the gross domestic product of 
the United States and other nations will 
go down significantly.
 Politicians seem to be more con-
vinced by the IPCC than by Singer 
and his colleagues. Bipartisan efforts are 
being launched to convince President 
Bush of the direness of global warming.

 Wednesday was the celebration of 
the Environmental Protection Agency’s 
35th Anniversary. At the reception in 
Washington, D.C., six former heads 
of the EPA, five Republicans and one 
Democrat, called on President Bush 
to take action against global warming. 
They agree that global warming is real 
and should be taken seriously. 
 Sen. John McCain (R-Ariz.) and 
Sen. Joe Lieberman (D-Conn.) are 
attempting to put global warming on 
Congress’ agenda despite the objections 
of the fiscal conservatives in Congress.
 Bush has yet to take a hard stand in 
defense of the environment. Instead, he 
has continually prioritized the economic 
interests of the United States. In 2003, he 
proposed the Clear Skies Initiative whose 
deceptive name actually allowed more 
toxic emissions into the atmosphere. 
 The White House refused to sign 
the Kyoto Protocol, a plan to reduce the 
amount of major greenhouse gases such 
as carbon dioxide that most other major 
countries agreed to. The Bush adminis-
tration defended the decision by stating 
that the protocol would severely damage 
the U.S. economy.
 I do not believe we should dis-
mantle the industrialism of the United 
States, but it is nothing short of foolish 
to not take any action. The Bush admin-
istration should limit the greenhouse 
gases we emit. According to the British 
Broadcasting Corporation, the United 
States is responsible for 25 percent of 
the world’s carbon dioxide emissions, 
compared to Britain’s three percent.
 It is irrational for Bush not to 
reduce this number. He should create an 
initiative to counter the Clear Air Act that 
actually promotes cleaner air.
 We owe to those who will inherit 
the Earth a reasonably clean planet. Bush 
should shake the corporate monkeys off 
his back and do what is right. He is com-
mitted to protecting the nation from the 
threat of terrorist groups, but what about 
the threat that we have caused ourselves? 
It is better to be safe than sorry and do 
what we can to reduce global warming.
 For the moment, the White House 
has done little more than acknowledge 
that global warming might exist. Until 

counterpoint

that changes, the temperature of Earth 
will continue to increase while Tech’s 
traffic and parking remain safe from my 
icy wrath.

Global warming should concern Bush

Ka Leo O Hawai‘i can only be as 
good as the students make it. Fill 
out an application at the Ka Leo 
building across from the ground 
floor entrance of the bookstore 
or download it at http://www.
kaleo.org.

“But I don’t know how to write.”

The editorial staff is available 
to help you learn style and stan-
dards. As long as you’re open 
to criticism, willing to learn and 
want to improve, we can help.

“What’s in it for me?”

Not only do writers get paid, 
working for Ka Leo is a good 
way to inform others about inter-
esting people and events, develop 
your time management skills 
and improve your writing. It also 
gives you a chance to meet inter-
esting people and keep up on 
what’s happening on campus. 

Write for
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CLassifieds
Ka Leo o Hawai‘i

Rates:  $1.25 per line (minimum 3 lines).
 All caps and/or bold will add 25% to the cost of the ad.  
 Place an ad in four (4) consecutive issues and receive the  
 fourth ad free!
Deadline:  3 p.m. the day before publication.
Payment:  Pre-payment required. Cash, in-state checks, money  
 orders, Visa and MasterCard accepted.

In Person:  Stop by the Ka Leo Building.
Phone:  956-7043 E-Mail: classifieds@kaleo.org
Fax:  956-9962. Include ad text, classification, run dates and  
 charge card information.
Mail: Send ad text, classification, run dates and payment to:
 Board of Publications, Attn: Classifieds
 P.O. Box 11674, Honolulu, HI 96828-0674

The Ka Leo Building
(across from the UH Bookstore lower entrance)

Monday-Friday 8a.m.-4:30 p.m.

1/24/05

Introducing
Ka Leo Personals! 

We will be offering personals for $1 per day 
until Valentines Day.

Come to the Ka Leo building to place 
your personal today!

Must show valid UHM ID to participate. 
Personals will be available at regular price after Feb. 14.

We’re updating our lineup and have space
 for a few more cartoonists.

We need talented, outspoken people with their own unique ideas.
Gain experience as an illustrator and reach an audience of over 14,000.

Sign-up today at the Ka Leo building.
SPOTS ARE ALMOST GONE.

C a r t o o n i s t s

WANTED



GET ORGANIZED 
THIS SEMESTER!

The Board of 
Publications presents its  
2005-2006 Daily Planner

Pick up your copy TODAY! 
Only 50 cents with your 

validated Student ID!

Stop by the Ka Leo building,  
located across the lower  

level entrance to the  
UH Bookstore,  

between 9:00 am & 4:00 pm,  
Monday through Friday.

Quantities are limited, so hurry!

By Justin Sumida
Ka Leo Staff Writer     

 Do you know any good and 
reasonably priced auto body repair 
place? I got into a fender-bender and 
need some work done on my car. The 
bumper is pushed in and I was told 
premiums will go up if I go through 
insurance so I will likely be paying 
out of my own pocket. I got a $900 
quote from this one place for a com-
pletely new replacement. It sounded 
pretty good, but when I went down 
there, they gave me another quote to 
repair it since it would cost less to 
repair than replace with a brand new 
one. Then I asked how much it would 
cost just to push it out. They said it 
was not possible and that it needs to 
be replaced. After that, I wasn’t sure 
if I could trust them. HELP!

Am I getting ripped off?
 The first rule of thumb when 
dealing with any body shop is not to 
have any over-the-phone estimates 
unless the car is completely immobile 
or unavailable. In these cases, pic-
tures of the damage should be taken, 
and you should go down to the body 
shop, or perhaps even ask the esti-
mators to go with you and visually 
inspect the car. 
 In cases where the car is mobile, 
all estimates must be done in per-
son, as the inspector can look for 
any unexpected repairs or additional 
costs that may arise. Most body 
shops give free estimates and can 
have the inspection and estimate 
done within half an hour. On a side 
note, every body shop’s estimate is 
just that: an estimate. In many cases, 
unexpected repairs or costs may 
arise. As a general warning, should 
you decide to go with any body shop 
repair, I’d ask to be informed if the 
actual cost or repairs exceed ten 
percent of the actual estimate. You 
don’t want a $600 estimate and end 
up paying $2,000. 

Where should I take my car to 
repair?
 I would recommend Punchbowl 
Fender Works Incorporated, 
Central Body & Paint Incorporated, 
and Westside Fender/Body & 
Refinishing. As far as prices, all 
these shops give free estimates and 
break down each cost for every step 
of labor and parts. 
 I haven’t had work done by 
any of these shops, except for 
Central Auto Body, but I recom-
mend the other two shops based 
on their work and craftsmanship 
which I have inspected and heard 
of through word-of-mouth. 
 In order for you to find other 
good body shops, do a little research. 
In a general sense, automotive engine 
work is far simpler when compared 
to automotive body work. In engine 
work, parts are removed following 
a sequence of steps and procedures. 
Albeit, there is some skill involved, 
but replacing parts like a water pump 
or radiator are fairly easy and can be 
done to the same level of perfection 
among many shops. Body work, on 
the other hand, is partially a step-by-
step procedure, but requires much 

more skill and talent.  
 No two damaged cars are the 
same, and every person, regard-
less of the shop, has different skills 
when it comes to sanding and shap-
ing body filler, aligning parts, and 
most importantly, painting skills. 
Basically, a shop’s level of perfection 
and standards will be reflected by its 
employee’s end products. In order 
to do research, you’ll have to talk to 
friends and family and get references.  
You could also physically go down 
to several shops and inspect some of 
their before-and-after products. Once 
you compile a list of shops, there 
should be no problem as most body 
shops are more than happy to have a 
potential customer inspect their work. 
Some shops may even give you a tour 
and show off their craftsmanship or 
may even have a photo book of com-
pleted cars and are usually willing to 
answer any of your questions. 

What should I ask the body shop?
 The first thing you should ask the 
shop is what kind of parts they use. 
Most highly-rated body shops use 
only original equipment replacement 
parts, and only resort to aftermarket 

parts if parts have been discontinued 
or are not available. The reason why 
this is important is because although 
aftermarket parts are considerably 
cheaper than original parts, they often 
fit poorly and don’t match up to the 
rest of the body regardless of a shop’s 
good reputation. 
 The next thing I would check 
for is the actual finished product. 
Just because a car has a fresh paint 
job and several hours of body work 
doesn’t mean that it’s a quality paint 
or body job. The first thing to look 
for at a distance is paint matching and 
finish. The repaired area on a vehicle 
should match the rest of the vehicle 
in terms of sheen, color and overall 
straightness. Poor body work will 
show up as “non-sharp” body angles 

and lines. Once the overall repair area 
is inspected, you should go in for a 
closer look to check for any ripples 
or “orange peel” in the paint. Orange 
peel is a natural event that occurs 
when you paint a car, which makes 
the surface of the paint looks like the 
surface of an orange. A small amount 
of orange peel may be present even 
after the area has been sanded and 
buffed, but a large amount of orange 
peel indicates a poor paint job and 
hinders the paints sheen. 
 The last thing to ask the shop 
before leaving is how they plan to 
do the work. For this job, the shop 
has two options; The new bum-
per should be prepped for paint, 
and once painted, parts like lights, 
emblems, or grilles should be trans-
ferred from the old bumper to the 
new bumper once the new bumper is 
ready to go onto the car. 
 The other method that some shops 
may use is to install the bumper onto the 
car and then paint it while the bumper 
is on the car. Although both methods 
work, I would suggest you go with the 
first method since the new bumper will 
be off the car anyway. This method also 
reduces the chances of overspray onto 
other parts of the car and is the method 
higher quality body shops follow.  

Research is key in finding good body shop
LOCAL SHOPS

Punchbowl Fender Works 
Incorporated 
737-5584 

Central Body & Paint 
Incorporated
488-0045 

Westside Fender/Body & 
Refinishing
677-5112

 DIANA KIM • Ka Leo o Hawai‘i

A good body shop's end product will have few flaws, and will have qualities such as a 
nice sheen, no runs, and "little orange peel."
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Ka Leo Sports Desk     

 Three University of Hawai’i women’s basketball 
players have been suspended indefinitely due to vio-
lation of team policy following UH’s loss at Fresno 
State on Saturday, announced head coach Jim Bolla. 
 Sophomore guard Saundra Cariaga, junior for-
ward Pam Tambini and junior center Alofa Toiaivao 

have been sent home to Honolulu and did not play 
in Hawaii’s game last night at Boise State.
 Toiaivao has appeared in 11 games with 
six starts and has been the team’s leading scorer 
with 13.5 points per game and rebounder  with 
8.5 rebounds per game in four Western Athletic 
Conference games. The native of Sandy, Utah 
scored a season-high 17 points in UH’s last game 

at Fresno State. Tambini has started 14 of 15 games 
this season and is averaging 9.1 points per game 
and 6.2 rebounds per game. Cariaga has appeared in 
nine games off the bench and is averaging 2.4 points 
per game and 1.6 rebounds per game.
 The Rainbow Wahine will return to Honolulu 
for a pair of home games versus Utah State (Jan. 
26) and Nevada (Jan. 28).

Three Hawai‘i players suspended

Tambini
 Born May 7, 1985, in San Jose, 
Calif., her major is undecided. She was 
also recruited by California, Cal State 
Fullerton, New Mexico, Pacific and Santa 
Clara. Tambini has one older sister and 
one younger brother.
 As a freshman she started 13 
games, averaged 7.1 points per game 
and 4.1 rebounds per game. As a soph-
omore, she played in 10 games but 
missed most of her games with injuries.

Alofa
 A 2003 graduate of Brighton High School in Salt 
Lake City, Utah, Toiaivao earned four varsity letters in 
basketball and three in volleyball.
 She helped lead Brighton to the 5A State 
Basketball Championship in her senior season. 
Toiaivao averaged 12 points, 10 blocks and nine 
rebounds per game for the Bengals.
 Alofa has led the WAC and was 18th in the nation 
in blocks as a sophomore. She was second on the 
team in rebounds (6.7) and fourth in scoring (9.5).

Cariaga
 Born Jan. 19, 1986 in Honoka’a, 
Hawai`i, Cariaga holds the nickname 
“Saun.” Cariaga’s major is undecided. 
She was also recruited by San Jose State, 
Washington State and Brown. Cariaga 
has three brothers and one sister.
 As a freshman, she played in nine 
games and made her first appearance on 
January 1, 2005 against Nevada.

Ka Leo Sports Desk     

 The University of Hawai‘i sailing program 
continued its dominance over the rest of the field 
on Sunday, Jan. 22, in the Rainbow Intersectional 
at Ke‘ehi Lagoon. The four teams UH entered in 
the competition placed one after another at the 
top of the ten-team-race.
 Yesterday’s three-way tie for first was 
shaken up by the Wahine team, who moved 
up two spots and stripped UH Green and Blue 
of the lead. The UH Red team took home first 
place with a total of 71 points, barely holding 
off the surging Wahine team, which finished 
the Intersectional only one point behind with 
72 points.
 UH Green finished in third place, with a 
total of 77 points, edging out eventual fourth 
place finisher UH Blue, which ended the day 
with 80 points.
 Two UH teams tied for first in the A-
Division on Sunday. UH Red, led by seniors 
Brian Lake and Meredith Adams and yester-
day’s leaders UH Blue Joey Pasquali and Becky 
Mabardy both finished with 34 points. 
 The Wahine team of Shandy Buckley and 
Crystal Bronte topped the B-Division with 34 
points. UH sailor Will Whitman joined a short-
handed Santa Barbara City College team. 
 The UH coed sailing team is currently 
ranked first in the nation. In the women’s divi-
sion, the Wahine team is rated fourth.

Standings Conference Overall
Team W L W L

Fresno State 5 0 13 4

San Jose State 4 0 9 6

Louisiana Tech 4 1 12 4

Idaho 3 3 7 10

Boise State 2 3 10 7

New Mexico 
State 2 3 5 11

Hawaii 1 3 9 5

Nevada 1 4 5 11

Utah State 0 5 2 13

Western Athletic Conference Women’s Basketball 
Standings as of 1/23.

Ka Leo Sports Desk     

 Newcomers Annett Wichmann and 
Emily Sheppard put together impres-
sive performances at the University of 
Hawaii’s Sunset Meet #2 on Saturday at 
Cooke Field. The meet was the second of 
nine being held throughout the track and 
field season at the UH campus.
 Wichmann set a new personal best in 
the shot put and dethroned Hawaii’s top 
thrower from last season, Meghan Weaver. 
The German heaved 14.34 meters (47-
0.50) beating out Weaver’s 14.00 meter 
(45-11.25) toss.

 In the high jump, Sheppard just missed 
out on a new UH record with a leap of 1.75 
meters (5-8.75). The current record is 1.76 
meters (5-9.25) held by Sarah McDiarmid.
 Senior Novelle Murray nearly matched 
the school record in the weight toss, which 
she currently owns. Her heave of 17.05 
meters (55-11.25) was an inch and a half 
shorter than her school record throw of 
17.09 meters (56-1).
 The Rainbow Wahine will compete 
in their first official indoor meet of the 
season this week. UH will split its squad 
at the Pole Vault Summit in Reno, Nev., 
and the Washington Indoor Invitational and 
Washington Open #2 in Seattle, Wash.

Bulldogs maul Rainbow Wahine

UH places in top four at 
Rainbow Intersectional 

COURTESY PHOTO • Hawai‘i atHLeticS

Coed sailing team is ranked first 
in the nation, while women’s 
team is fourth.

SportsBriefs


