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By Blaine Tolentino
Ka Leo News Editor   

 Four Associated Students of the 
University of Hawai‘i Senators spoke 
with state legislators about better fund-
ing the University of Hawai‘i, yesterday. 
The day marked the opening of the 
legislature, beginning a 60-day session 
for lawmakers. 
 “Clearly, with 10,000 undergradu-
ates, we have a strong constituency,” 
said ASUH president Grant Teichman. 
He also said that there was a strong 
presence of other groups from all over 
Hawai‘i at the capitol.
 Teichman and ASUH senators 
Katie Barry, Jesse Jones and Matthew 
Gerhardt met with governor Linda 
Lingle and many state senators and rep-
resentatives, many of whom are a part of 
the Committee on Higher Education.
 “This is a tremendous opportu-
nity for the senators of ASUH to meet 
the senators and representatives who 
will be instrumental when we’re lob-
bying for the priorities of the student 
body at UH,” said Chair of Academic 
Affairs Jesse Jones.
 Teichman said he and the sena-
tors from ASUH hoped to create 
familiarity with those who will help 
attain the funding needed to create a 
better academic environment for the 
students at the university.
 “With the lack in advisors and 
classes falling apart there should be 
some attention paid to the university,” 
Teichman said.
 The legislature currently has a $574 

million budget surplus. There was also 
talk of how tax relief will be handled and 
its role in using the surplus.
  “Think about what else we could 
accomplish with that money. I always 
say, think about our kids sitting in a 
classroom where the roof is leaking, 
without a decent cafeteria, without 
enough books in the library,” said House 
Speaker Calvin Say, D-20th. 
 Say’s focus was spending the sur-
plus on fixing schools and harbors, after 
first addressing that this is the first time 
in 14 years that the state has had to deal 
with a surplus.
 “The surplus at the end of the current 
budget biennium is projected to be about 

$600 million dollars; we hope enlight-
ened majority party members will join us 
in recognizing the need for a tax cut,” said 
Senate Minority Leader Fred Hemmings 
in his speech to the legislature.
 Many members of the 
Legislature spoke about tax cuts 
in lieu of the budget surplus. GOP 
Senate Leader Fred Hemmings, 
Senate President Robert Bunda, and 
GOP House Leader Lynn Finnegan 
all spoke out on behalf of tax cuts.
 “Cutting taxes is an easy thing to 
do and maybe that’s what we’ll decide 
to do at the end of the day. Three hun-
dred million dollars is a lot of money, 
but when you add up your share of 

the refund, what do you get? Enough 
extra to buy another loco moco or plate 
lunch,” Say said.
 Efforts will continue to be made by 
Teichman and the other ASUH senators 
to get more advisors for undergradu-
ates, an increase in tuition wavers, and 
improved classrooms.
 “What we have today does not 
belong to us without qualification. It is 
ours to care for, enjoy, and make better 
before passing it on. We are stewards of 
elective office. We are stewards of our 
jobs, institutions, and communities, just 
as we are stewards of the land and stew-
ards of all our resources,” said Senate 
President Robert Bunda.

ASUH senators visit legislature CampusBeat
Compiled by Michelle White

Tuesday, Jan. 10

9:45 a.m. – A UH student was 
unable to stop his vehicle when the 
wind allegedly blew the “Lot Full” 
sign over near the lower campus 
gate. The only injuries were to his 
car, when he ran the sign over. 

2:43 p.m. – A woman reported 
that her iPod had been stolen 
from her bag. She believes it 
was taken while her bag had 
been at the bag check-in area at 
the bookstore.

Wednesday, Jan. 11

12:06 a.m. – A Hale Lokelani 
staff person confiscated a par-
tially smoked marijuana ciga-
rette from a dorm resident. A 
report was filed.

11:08 a.m. – Someone stole a man’s 
bicycle from the Architecture 
Building.

11:35 p.m. – Campus Security 
received a report that three men 
were pounding on room doors at 
Hale Kahawai. They had a video 
camera and were scaring resi-
dents. They ran off before security 
arrived.

Thursday, Jan. 12

12:06 a.m. – Campus Security 
found a man and a woman drink-
ing at Jefferson Pond. They were 
told to leave.

9:40 p.m. – A moped rider crashed 
near the East-West gate. He refused 
an ambulance. Instead he chose to 
go to the hospital with a friend.

Saturday, Jan. 14  

12:13 a.m. – A suspect was arrested 
by HPD after he allegedly assaulted 
another person in a Hale Ilima 
elevator. The victim had visible 
injuries but refused medical atten-
tion. The two UH students knew 
each other.

3:02 a.m. – A taxi driver reported 
that someone threw shaving cream 
balloons at his car. The culprits 
escaped capture.

4:03 a.m. – Two men were found 
wandering around Frear Hall. They 
told security that they were looking 
for ghosts.

11:33 p.m. – Campus Security 
found five men drinking in the 
Fisheries parking lot. Security 
made them leave.
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Members of the Hawai‘i state legislature join together in prayer.

Senators hope to 
become familiar 
with legislators 

By Robert Shikina
Ka Leo Associate News Editor     

 In the contest among pub-
lic universities to perform their 
best with limited state funding, 
Hawai‘i ranks among the lowest in 
several categories. 
 A report funded by the Pew 
Charitable Trusts researched the cor-
relation between the amount of state 
funding given to higher education 
institutions and the performance of 
these colleges.
 The National Center for Higher 
Education Management Systems 
found that despite decreased state 
funding, colleges can still do as 

well or better than states with high-
er funding. Patrick J. Kelly, one 
of the authors of the report told 
the Chronicle of Higher Education, 
“There is no correlation between 
funding and performance.”
 Hawai’i placed fourth from the 
bottom in overall performance rela-
tive to its funding, ahead of West 
Virginia, Maine, and Alaska. 
 Utah leads the nation in effi-
cient performance followed by 
Massachusetts, Colorado, California, 
and North Dakota.
 Linda Johnsrud, interim vice 
president for academic planning and 
policy at University of Hawai‘i at 
Manoa, said delivering higher edu-
cation across seven islands and ten 
campuses is expensive. 
 “You can be a lot more efficient 
if you had one big campus, but you 
wouldn’t meet the needs of the state 
that way,” Johnsrud said. “I think the 
cost of delivering higher education 
does vary by state. Hawai‘i deliv-
ers higher education on a number of 

small campuses throughout the state. 
With that said, we still need to work 
on degree production.”
 University officals are develop-
ing a ten-year improvement project 
for UH, Johnsrud said. Three goals 
of the project will be discussed at 
the Board of Regents meeting today. 
Goals include improving transfers 
from 2 years to 4 years, raising 
the number of degrees awarded, 
and increasing the number of high 
school students from the state that 
attend college.
 In the report, the college per-
formance was measured in areas of 
graduation, participation, research 
and development, and an area called 
“student pipeline,” which measured 
each state’s success rate for moving 
high school students through the edu-
cational pipeline.
 As a research institution, 
Hawaii’s efficiency ranked second to 
last, ahead of Vermont.
 In the measure of bachelor 
degrees awarded relative to the size 

of the student population and the 
amount of funding offered, Hawai‘i 
again ranked next to last, ahead of 
only Alaska.
 Hawaii’s two-year public institu-
tions did better in performance rela-
tive to their resources, ranking 11th 
from the bottom in the nation.
 The study stops short of stat-
ing the cause of performance lev-
els, but suggests parallels with 
performance such as personal 
income and state tax, high school 
graduation rates, the structure of 
the higher education system, and 
the student cost of attendance.
 Its purpose, the report states, is 
to provide states with the information 
necessary for informed higher educa-
tion financial policy decisions. “Not 
all institutions need more resources, 
and some can maintain or improve 
performance with fewer resources,” 
the report said.
 The report can be seen at 
www.higheredinfo.org/analyses/
Policy%20Guide%20Dec2005.pdf

UH ranks low in Pew Charitable Trust report 
State funding
does not affect
performance
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 “Spinning Gasing,” a 
Malaysian film, will be shown 
tonight at 6:30 p.m. at the Korean 
Studies Building auditorium. 
“Spinning Gasing” displays the 
extraordinary diversity of Malaysia 
through the dramatic and some-
times comic portrayal of a strug-
gling rock band comprised of 
young Malay, Chinese, Eurasian 
and Indian musicians on a road 
trip from the capital city of Kuala 
Lumpur to the eastern coast. There 
is no cost and the showing is open 
to the public. For more informa-
tion, including building access for 
the handicapped, call 956-2688.

 Noted biographer Nigel 
Hamilton will speak on “The 
Many Mansions of Biography: 
Biography’s Explosion in the 20th 
Century,” today from noon to 1:15 
p.m. at Henke Hall, room 325. 
Hamilton is a professor of biogra-
phy at De Montfort University and 
a fellow at the John W. McCormack 
Graduate School of Policy Studies 
at the University of Massachusetts 
at Boston. He authored biographies 
of John F. Kennedy and William 
Jefferson Clinton, among others. 
For more information, contact the 
Center for Biographical Research 
at 956-3774 or e-mail biograph@
hawaii.edu.

 “The Hills are Alive: Alpine 
Hydrology and Effects of Ski Area 
Development in the Northeastern 
U.S.,” a geography colloquium, 
will take place today from noon 
to 1 p.m. at Saunders Hall, room 
443B. Beverley Wemple will pres-
ent this geography colloquium. 
Wemple is an associate professor 
in the department of geography 
at the University of Vermont. For 
more information, call Thomas 
Giambelluca at 956-7390, e-mail 
thomas@hawaii.edu, or visit 
www.geography.hawaii.edu.

 Kappa Sigma fraternity 
will hold an information session 
today from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. at 
the Wainani lounge. For more 
information, call Kingston Yi at 
310-714-3234, e-mail kingston@
hawaii.edu or visit www.kappa-
sigmahawaii.org.

 The World Organization of 
Webmasters announced the estab-
lishment of a new Honolulu chap-
ter in collaboration with Honolulu 
Community College and the 
University of Hawai‘i at Manoa. 
The organizational event is sched-
uled for tomorrow from 4:30 p.m. 
to 6:30 p.m. at the HCC Kapalama 
Multi-Media Center Building 2, 
room 201. For more information, 
call Jon Blumhardt at 845-9125 or 
e-mail jon@hcc.hawaii.edu. 

Events Calendar

Sodexho food services are available 
on campus during these hours:

Paradise Palms Café (located next to 
Hamilton Library): 
Monday through Thursday 7 a.m. to 
9 p.m.
Friday 7 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Saturday 10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

Taco Bell (located on the first floor of 
Campus Center): 
Monday through Thursday 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m.
Friday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Pizza Hut (located on the first floor of 
Campus Center): 
Monday through Thursday 10 a.m. to 
3:30 p.m.
Friday 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Yummy’s Food Court (located on the 
second floor of Campus Center): 
Monday through Thursday 6:30 a.m. 
to 5 p.m.
Friday 6:30 p.m. to 4 p.m.

Jamba Juice (located on the second 

floor of Campus Center): 
Monday through Thursday 7 a.m. to 
5 p.m.
Friday 7 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Quick Zone (Located in the first floor 
of the Hale Noelani Apartments):
Monday to Thursday 7 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Friday 7 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Hale Aloha Cafeteria (located in the 
lower campus dormitory areas):

Breakfast: 
Monday through Friday 7 a.m. to 2 
p.m.

Dinner:
Monday to Thursday 4:30 p.m. to 9 
p.m.
Friday 4:30 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Saturday 5 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Sunday 5 p.m. to 8 p.m.

Weekend Brunch: Saturday and 
Sunday 10 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

A-ja Sushi & Bento (located at the 
lower campus swimming pool): 
Monday through Friday 7 a.m. to 5 
p.m.

Kahuna Dog (located on the first floor 
of Campus Center): 
Monday through Thursday 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m.
Friday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Ba-Le Sandwiches and Bakery (locat-
ed in the first floor of Hemenway 
Hall): 
Monday through Wednesday 10:30 
a.m. to 8 p.m.
Thursday to Friday 10:30 a.m. to 9 
p.m.

Corner Market Café (located at the 
second floor of Campus Center): 
Monday through Thursday 7 a.m. to 
5 p.m.
Friday 7 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Webster Cube (located in front of 
Webster Hall):
Monday through Friday 7:30 a.m. to 
1:30 p.m.

Art Cube (located by the Art 
Building): 
Monday through Friday 7:30 a.m. to 
2:30 p.m.

College of Business Administration 
Coffee Cart: 
Monday through Thursday 7 a.m. to 
7 p.m.
Friday 7 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Holmes Hall: 
Monday through Friday 10:30 a.m. 
to 1:30 p.m.

Check out the University Dining 
Services Web site at http://uhmdin-
ing.com.

Big band, big sounds

Jesse Carmona 
of the U.S. Navy 
Pacific Fleet Band 
plays the sax-
aphone in front of 
Campus Center.

CHRISTOPHER YEUONG  
Ka Leo o Hawai‘i
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By Danny Simon
Ka Leo Columnist

Dear Dusted, 

 Ain’t it a pain in the butt when 
the frog prince or princess appears 
transformed into a beauty with a 
grudge and a shotgun? Let’s be clear; 
you don’t want the old Brian back, 
you want the old power dynamic back 
in which he was the geek and you 
were the labeler; he was the adorable 
subordinate to your accepting domi-
nation — a perfectly polarized rela-
tionship. And that’s cool — I miss the 
status quo of the old Soviet Union/
America conflict — its predictability 
was soothing in comparison to the 
current state of affairs in the world.
  High school, as a socializing 
agent, doesn’t work out well for 
many people. Its social dog-eat-dog 
mentality creates anxiety — I pretty 
much checked out by the end of 
freshmen year. Like many people 
who redefine themselves in college, 
Brian is trying on different identities 
and enjoying the costume party. If 
he really has a sweet nature, it’s still 
there, only buried. But it could be a 
while before it resurfaces, depending 
on how deeply it’s buried. Most peo-
ple become cool again in their fifties 
when they have little left to prove 

to the world and are secure in their 
identity. Some people, like insecure 
professors who work out their seem-
ingly-permanent inner frustrations 
on their unsuspecting and innocent 
students, never become cool again. 
 I’d be remiss if I didn’t co-opt 
one of my therapist mother’s work-
ing ideas at least once this semester. 
Jan Simon would assert that Brian is 
assuming the role of the aggressor; as 
he was once mistreated, he now mis-
treats. That doesn’t justify his behav-
ior, and I’m not advising you to sit 
idly by and wait for him to exercise 
his psychic angst. True acceptance is 
harder to find than a perfect empty 
wave in Hawai‘i. 
 Let him go. He doesn’t want 
to be your geek anymore. Can you 
really blame him? I bet that if you 
reflect, there is a situation in which 
you weren’t seen as you would’ve 
liked to been seen. If you can’t empa-
thize with his plight, and more gener-
ally with that of humanity, you are 
more gruesome than any monster 
into which he could transform. You 
can speak with him about your feel-
ings but you don’t have the right to 
dictate proper behavior. That is a 
road we all walk alone. In due time 
with space and care, we may all find 
some peace of mind.
 Join me in singing a song dedi-
cated to you: Oh where oh where has 
my little dork gone? He was always 
there in pleasant form, a sympathetic 
purse dog beneath my arm. 
 Chorus: Wish, oh wish, upon 
a star, would time just stop, I’d cry 
no more.

By Larissa Eisenstein
Ka Leo Columnist

Dear Dusted,

 I have some good news and 
some bad news for you. Let’s begin 
with the bad: you can’t get the old 
Brian back. But not to worry! By the 
time you’re finished reading this, 
you’ll understand why that’s actu-
ally the good news. 
 For many, high school isn’t 
about the glory days of football 
championships, academic stardom 
and wild house parties; it’s an awk-
ward period pockmarked as much 
by the telltale signs of puberty 
— aka acne, zits, pimples, black-
heads for the uninitiated Noxzema 
girls among us — as the psycho-
logical effects of unmitigated social 
Darwinism in the school cafeteria. 
The person you are in high school is 
often less a product of the internal 
workings of nature than the external 
manipulations of nurture. It’s no 
wonder Brian’s inner outlaw felt 
trapped in his meek geek exterior 
— going away to college was his 
chance to get the hell out of Dodge.
 Which brings me to the new 
reality of Brian’s — err — dodgy 
behavior. Some might say that 
Brian is just being a guy. After all, 
what wallflower wouldn’t jump at 
the chance to bed all the hot girls he 
could only dream of in high school? 
It’s completely natural for him to 
go a little crazy in the candy shop. 
And lying about his past? That’s 
part of building his new superstar 
persona. Unlike celebrities, Brian 
doesn’t have a PR team to create 
his new image. Even Jessica Alba 
once had buckteeth, but no one 
really wants to hear about a hot 
chick’s ugly duckling past. In short, 
a little myth-making is forgivable.
 The only red flag is your friend’s 
personality reversal. He flipped from 
being kind and considerate to treating 
women really badly, as you put it. 
This is either a sign that he’s secretly 
always been the scum of the earth, or 
he’s trying to overcompensate for the 
rejection he felt in high school. 
 Though it may be hard to 
believe now that he is a sexy stud, 
the root of his behavior is unhap-
piness. Truly happy people don’t 

treat others like crap. If the Brian 
you knew was really a good guy, 
this is a phase that he’ll grow out 
of once he’s reached emotional and 
psychological equilibrium with his 
newfound social status. With some 
time, the maturation process should 
be able to work its usual magic.
 As for you, it’s time to accept 
that the old Brian has left the build-
ing. He’s ridden off into the sunset 
in search of a better life. You may 
not be able to accompany him on 
his journey, but there’s no reason 
why you shouldn’t embark on one 
of your own. If the Lone Ranger 
decided to ditch his buddy Tonto, 
it’s safe to say Tonto would prove 
he’s no dummy by striking out on 
his own. Saddle up, stop wallow-
ing in the past, and go ride off into 
your own sunset. I’m sure there’s 
no dearth of suitably geeky new 
friends to be made. If you decide 
reinvention is for you, go for it. No 

reason you can’t be whoever you 
want to be as well. 
 Once you’re completely com-
fortable with yourself, you’ll be 
comfortable allowing others to be 
whoever it is they decide to be. And 
when you and your kemosabe meet 
again, he may not be the same geeky 
guy you knew, but he’ll likely be 
someone you can recognize.
 To find some new friends, take a 
fun class or develop a new hobby. Get 
started by checking out the offerings 
at the University of Hawai‘i Leisure 
Center at www.hawaii.edu/cclp. If 
you’re feeling brave, place a free ad 
online in the “strictly platonic” sec-
tion at http://honolulu.craigslist.com. 
If you think you or your friend could 
use professional guidance as you 
stumble toward your future selves, 
reach out to the UH Counseling 
and Student Development Center at 
www2.hawaii.edu/~csdc. 
 Good Luck.

 I've been good friends 
with this guy, whom I’ll 
call Brian, since high school. 
In high school he was a total geek, 
but since graduating and coming out 
here for college, he’s lost weight and 
become really good-looking. He used 
to be really nice and considerate, but 
now he treats girls really badly and 
sleeps around a lot. He also has cre-
ated a new personality and lies about 
his past so that people will like him 
more. He is more popular and seems 
happier, so I’m glad for him, but it’s 
like I don’t even know him anymore. 
How do I get the old Brian back?

Dusted

Dear Wala ‘Au,

Editor’s note: Wala ‘Au is UHM’s advice column. Meaning “talk story,” it 
is a venue for UHM students, faculty and staff to ask for advice from our 
two columnists, UHM students Daniel Simon and Larissa Eisenstein. This is 
Daniel’s second year helping his peers with their hard-to-tackle questions. 
Larissa studies pop culture and will give her two cents for the benefit of 
the UHM community. Let them guide you in your difficulties. 
E-mail features@kaleo.org with questions.



By Patrick Moore
Knight Ridder Tribune (KRT)   

 As the world looks for ways 
to keep carbon dioxide and green-
house gases produced by burning 
fossil fuels out of our atmo-
sphere, science tells us managed 
forests will play a key role.
 Trees are the most powerful 
concentrators of carbon on Earth. 
Through photosynthesis, they 
absorb carbon dioxide from the 
atmosphere and store it in their 
wood, which is nearly 50 percent 
carbon by weight.
 You might be surprised to 
learn young forests outperform 
old-growth in carbon absorption. 
Although old trees contain large 
amounts of carbon, their rate of 
absorption has slowed to a near 
halt. A young tree, although it 
contains little fixed carbon, pulls 
carbon dioxide from the atmo-
sphere at a much faster rate.
 While it is true that cutting 
down an old tree results in a 
net release of carbon, new trees 
growing in their place can more 
than make up the difference. And 
wooden furniture made in the 
Elizabethan era still holds the car-
bon fixed hundreds of years ago.
 The relationship between trees 
and greenhouse gases is simple 
enough on the surface. Trees grow 
by taking carbon dioxide from 
the atmosphere and converting it 
into sugars through photosynthe-
sis. The sugars are then used as 
energy and material to build the 
cellulose and lignin that are the 
main constituents of wood.
 When a tree rots or burns, the 
carbon contained in the wood is 
released back to the atmosphere. 
Active forest management such as 
thinning, removing dead trees and 
clearing debris from the forest 
floor is very effective in reduc-
ing the number and intensity of 
forest fires. And the wood that is 
removed can be put to good use 
for lumber, paper and energy.

 Accounting provides a useful 
metaphor to discuss forests and 
carbon sequestration. Old growth 
forests often have a large “bal-
ance” of carbon that has built up 
over time in wood and soil. They 
are not adding much new carbon 
because they are decaying at about 
the same rate as they are growing.
 In financial terms, this is like 
a company that has a lot of assets 
but is operating on a break-even 
basis. Young 
forests have 
a smaller bal-
ance of car-
bon compared 
to old forests 
but they are 
a c c u m u l a t -
ing carbon at 
a rapid rate. 
In that sense 
they are like 
an emerging 
company that has few assets but 
is very profitable and growing 
rapidly.
 On the negative side, the 
most important factor influenc-
ing the carbon cycle is deforesta-
tion, which results in a permanent 
loss of forest cover and a large 
release of carbon dioxide into the 
atmosphere. Deforestation, which 
occurs primarily in tropical coun-
tries where forests are perma-
nently cleared and converted to 
agriculture and urban settlement, 

is responsible for about 20 per-
cent of global carbon dioxide 
emissions, according to a United 
Nations World Meteorological 
Organization Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change report.
 On the positive side, planting 
fast-growing trees is the best way 
to absorb carbon dioxide from 
the atmosphere. Many countries 
with temperate forests have seen 
an increase in carbon stored in 

trees in recent 
years. This 
includes New 
Zealand, the 
United States, 
Sweden and 
Canada. Plus, 
using wood 
s u s t a i n a b l y 
reduces the 
need for non-
r e n e w a b l e 
fossil fuels 

and materials such as steel and 
concrete, the very causes of car-
bon dioxide emissions in the first 
place.
 The good news is that for-
ests in the United States are net 
carbon sinks, since annual growth 
exceeds annual harvest. Our coun-
try is experiencing an increase in 
forested land as forests are being 
re-established on land previously 
used for agriculture. Catastrophic 
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Staff Editorial
The Collegiate Times (Virginia Tech)   

(U-WIRE) BLACKSBURG, Va. — 
A child’s private thoughts of hatred 
toward one of his teachers are found 
scrawled messily in the notebook he 
keeps in his nightstand drawer. His 
parents find out, the school finds out 
and the kid is expelled.
 Sound familiar? Perhaps, 
except in the high-speed high-tech 
world of the information age where 
private journals and secret dia-
ries have evolved into Facebook 
accounts and Xanga blogs.
 Regardless of the medium 
in which students document their 
thoughts and feelings, the same 
age-old question still creates tumult 
between kids, their parents and 
their teachers: where do schools’ 
disciplinary jurisdictions end?
 For private institutions, the 
issue unfortunately doesn’t leave 
much room for negotiation. Since 
the schools are privately owned, 
they can expel their students for 
doing anything that they deem vio-
lates school policy — and that’s a 
pretty broad definition.
 For example, a Catholic school 
in New Jersey completely banned 
students’ use of Web sites such 
as Myspace, Xanga and Facebook 
even at home. They may as well 
have told the kids that they don’t 
have the right to their own voices, 
or that they aren’t allowed to pick 
up a pen if they intend to write 
anything with it.
 But, like it or not, that’s the 
United States. The people in charge 
of private institutions have the right 
to set up whatever kind of school 
policies they want.
 Public schools are another mat-

ter entirely. What would get a stu-
dent expelled in a private institution, 
like posting excessive complaints 
about a teacher in a blog, the public 
schools can do nothing about.
 This is exactly how it should 
be. Public schools, in a way, are an 
extension of the government. As 
such they should not be allowed 
to take disciplinary action against 
students who are merely exer-
cising their right to free speech 
(assuming the kids aren’t disrupt-
ing class, verbally abusing others 
or otherwise explicitly violating 
school policy).
 But, fellow students, don’t 
gloat yet — while you may have 
the right to say whatever you want 
on or off public school property, 
and this includes anything you 
may want to post about your-
self online, your right to free 
speech doesn’t make you immune 
to the other consequences your 
actions might have. And these 
consequences are perfectly legal. 
For instance, ridicule, criticism 
or being frowned upon because 
people recognize you from your 
online pictures and disagree with 
your choice to voice an unpopular 
opinion online.
 Or, worst of all, being denied 
employment because the company 
you’re trying so hard to get a 
job with decided to check your 
Facebook profile and deemed that 
you didn’t fit their idea of a good 
employee. Yes, it happens. Keep 
in mind that anything you post 
online becomes public as soon 
as you click the “Submit” button. 
And while it may be your right 
to post whatever you want to 
say, consider that your words may 
have unintended consequences.

See FOREST, page 5

Blogging shouldn’t 
yield punishment

Thinning forests help environment

LETTER TO THE EDITOR POLICY
 Ka Leo O Hawai‘i welcomes letters to the editor 
on any subject. Letters are given priority on the basis 
of importance to the University of Hawai‘i at Manoa 
system and its surrounding communities. 

 All letters must be accompanied by the author’s true 
name, e-mail address and daytime telephone number. 
Letters should address a single subject and should be no 
longer than 500 words. Letters of any length are subject 
to trimming and editing. 
 All letters and articles submitted to Ka Leo O Hawai‘i may 
be published or distributed in print, online and other forms.

E-mail: editorials@kaleo.org

Fax: (808) 956-9962

Mail: Letters to the Editor, Ka Leo O Hawai‘i, 1755 
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One of the best 
ways to address 
climate change 
is to use more 
wood, not less.

The 
Bathroom 
Wall hits 

Ka Leo 
Editorials
Please send any funny 
or absurd comments 
that could entertain 

fellow readers to 
thewall@kaleo.org.  

Visit www.kaleo.org to 
learn more.

COURTESY PHOTO • MEtro CrEativE GrapHiCs, inC

Logging companies that selectively cut trees can help prevent forest fires and promote new tree growth.
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Campus police use Facebook to 
catch student criminals
Staff Editorial 
Daily Targum (Rutgers)     

(U-WIRE) NEW BRUNSWICK, 
N.J. - Students at Pennsylvania 
State University were in an uproar 
when campus police busted their 
party and cited many attendees 
for underage drinking, according 
to The New York Times. For most 
students this would be a disappoint-
ing, but not unexpected, ending to 
a party. However, Pennsylvania 
State students were furious because 
campus police used the online 
directory Facebook.com to hunt 
down their party.
 Law enforcement is not the 
only institution that may be using 
Facebook and similar Web sites 
to monitor students. Universities 

and high schools or worried future 
employers and college admissions 
advisors might use private profiles 
to get a sneak peek at their can-
didates. Some universities have 
decided to unjustly ban the use of 
Facebook on campus in order to 
protect their students.
 Even though members post 
their information or party dates on 
the Web site, it shouldn’t be used 
to entrap students.
 Instead of banning campus direc-
tories or punishing students for their 
online activities, universities should 
try to inform their students of the 
dangers of online communities like 
Facebook by distributing cautionary 
e-mails or public announcements. 
Facebook was created for the unvier-
sity community, not police officers or 
employers. It intends to allow students 

to keep in touch with old friends and 
meet new people on campus.
 Although it is disconcert-
ing to know these profiles can be 
monitored, it is also important to 
remember that students are the 
ones offering this information to 
the public. If a person posts his or 
her darkest deeds on the Internet, 
he or she must be aware that the 
information might be read. If stu-
dents join a site that won’t protect 
them from prying eyes, they should 
be aware that what they write may 
come back to haunt them.

wildfires are uncommon in managed 
forests, although millions of acres of 
unmanaged forests burn every year 
due to excessive build-up of dead 
trees and woody debris.
 Every wood substitute, includ-
ing steel, plastic and cement, 
requires far more energy to produce 
than lumber. More energy used usu-
ally translates into more greenhouse 
gases produced from fossil fuel 
consumption or cement production.
 Some activists would have us 
believe that using wood is bad for 
forests. Yet we are the largest per-
capita consumers of wood in the 
world, and North American forests 
cover approximately the same area 
of land as they did 100 years ago. 

FOREST: Thinning for-
ests help environment

From page 4
According to the United Nations, 
our forests have expanded nearly 10 
million acres over the past decade. 
This is precisely because we use a 
lot of wood, which sends a signal to 
the marketplace to grow more trees 
in order to meet demand. 
 This is a win-win situation for 
both the economy and the environ-
ment. One of the best ways to address 
climate change is to use more wood, 
not less. Wood is simply the most 
abundant, biodegradable and renew-
able material on the planet.
 It is hard to imagine a more 
all-purpose, environmentally 
friendly act than contributing to 
the health of forest ecosystems 
throughout the world. In the age of 
climate change, Johnny Appleseed 
takes on a new meaning.

PHOTO ILLUSTRATION BY DIANA KIM

Myspace, Friendster and Facebook, online directories which include blogs, group forums, photo galleries and bulletin 
boards, have become a popular form of communication and networking among teens, adults, businesses, bands and more.
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Rates:  $1.25 per line (minimum 3 lines).
 All caps and/or bold will add 25% to the cost of the ad.  
 Place an ad in four (4) consecutive issues and receive the  
 fourth ad free!
Deadline:  3 p.m. the day before publication.
Payment:  Pre-payment required. Cash, in-state checks, money  
 orders, Visa and MasterCard accepted.
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Fax:  956-9962. Include ad text, classification, run dates and  
 charge card information.
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 P.O. Box 11674, Honolulu, HI 96828-0674
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(across from the UH Bookstore lower entrance)

Monday-Friday 8a.m.-4:30 p.m.

Sudoku is here.
Found everyday 

on page 2
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We need writers for Ka Leo’s Surf 
Section! Write about any topic 
under the sun ... literally! Write 
at the beach, in the sand, or even 
in the water ... AND get PAID!
EMAIL: surf@kaleo.org

GET
PAID 

SURFING

Write for 
Ka Leo

LEFT: On Sunday at Iolani 
Palace, guest speaker 
Marie Beltran shows off 
a Christmas card she 
received back in 2003 
from her Japanese friends, 
Turugi and Akiyoshi 
Tamagata who acknowl-
edged Hawaiian Soverignty 
by addressing the card to 
the Kingdom of Hawai‘i. 

KARIS LO 
Ka Leo o Hawai‘i

Living Nation

Mel Kalahiki as 
chairperson of 
the living nation, 
lead the torch 
lighting ceremony 
Saturday evening. 

JOEY TRISOLINI 
Ka Leo o Hawai‘i

RIGHT: Marchers 
gather at the 
site of the King 
Kamehameha 
Statue on King 
Street. This was 
just one of the 
stops on the Living 
Nation March, 
which started at 
Iolani Palace.

JOEY TRISOLINI  
Ka Leo o Hawai‘i

KARIS LO • Ka Leo o Hawai‘i

TOP: Rowena Rojo talks about her understanding of Queen Lili'uokalani's protest letter and how 
heartbroken she feels every time they speak of the event when the U.S. Army captured the Queen.  All 
signs displayed were 
created by Hawaiian 
Nationalist, Walt 
Ewos.

Living Nation
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 The Rainbow Wahine basket-
ball team (10-4, 1-2 WAC) con-
tinues Western Athletic Conference 
play on the road with a pair of 
games at Fresno State (Jan. 21, 4 
p.m. PST) and Boise State (Jan. 23, 
7 p.m MST).
 Coming off of two straight over-
time losses at home, the Rainbow 
Wahine will attempt to improve in 
the WAC standings as they face 
first-place Fresno State (11-4, 3-0 
WAC) and a fast-improving Boise 
State squad (10-6, 2-2 WAC).
 The University of Hawai‘i 
Rainbow Wahine saw its eight-game 
win streak come to a screeching 
halt last week and look to shake off 
the hangover of two home over-
time losses to Louisiana Tech and 
New Mexico State by hitting the 
road, where they are 3-0 this season. 
UH faces a Bulldog squad that is 
undefeated in WAC play and holds 
a 7-1 record at home. In a series 
once dominated by the Rainbow 
Wahine, the Bulldogs now hold the 
upper hand, having won four of 
the last five meetings. Boise State, 
meanwhile, has already equalled last 
year’s win total under first-year head 
coach Gordy Presnell.
Scouting Fresno State
 The Bulldogs (11-4, 3-0) have 

won four games in a row and sit 
on top of the Western Athletic 
Conference standings. The Bulldogs 
are undefeated in the conference 
with wins over Utah State (60-
58), New Mexico State (68-52) and 
Louisiana Tech (67-58).
 Fresno State is 7-1 at home 
with its only loss coming on 
Dec. 15 to then- 10th-ranked 
Arizona. The Bulldogs are led 
by senior forward Amy Parrish 
(14.7 ppg, 7.5 rpg), and have 
been bolstered by the return of 
Mirenda Swearengin (14.6 ppg) 
and Tierra Wilson (11.5 ppg), 
who both sat out the first eight 
games of the year.
 Hawai‘i leads the series 24-10 
and are 11-6 all-time in Fresno. The 
Bulldogs have won four of the last 
five meetings and swept the series 
last year with an average victory 
margin of 19.0 points.

Scouting Boise State
 The Broncos have already 
equaled their win total (10) of last 
year under first-year head coach 
Gordy Presnell. Boise State started 
the WAC season with two road 
losses at Louisiana Tech and New 
Mexico State but returned home last 
week to chalk up wins versus Utah 
State (70-38) and Nevada (58-50). 
Nadia Begay leads three Broncos in 
double-figures at 13.9 ppg.
 The Broncos will travel to San 
Jose State on Thursday before host-
ing Hawai‘i in a rare Monday night 
conference matchup.
 Hawai‘i leads the series 8-
1 and are a perfect 4-0 all-time 
in Boise. The Rainbow Wahine 
swept the season series last year, 
including a 51-41 in the teams’ 
last meeting in Boise.

Intriguing Facts
 Overtime Rarity: UH played 
its first two overtime games of the 
season and its first back-to-back 
overtime games in 15 years when 
they fell to Louisiana Tech (71-66) 

and New Mexico State (72-69). 
The double-overtime loss to New 
Mexico State was just the second 
double-overtime game in UH his-
tory. In February 1991, UH defeated 
Fresno State in double-overtime at 
home, then two days later lost in 
OT to the same Fresno State team. 
Hawai‘i is 17-10 all-time in over-
time games, but has dropped four of 
its last six games.
 Approaching 500: The 
Rainbow Wahine will get their 
third shot at win No. 500 when 
they face Fresno State on Saturday. 
Hawai‘i, an overtime victim in its 
last two games, is one win shy of 
the program’s 500th victory. The 
Rainbow Wahine hold an all-time 
mark of 499-312 (.615) in their 
32nd year of existence. UH has 
recorded a winning record in 20 of 
its previous 31 seasons.
 Teamwork goes a long way: 
Hawai‘i leads the WAC in assists, 
averaging 15.4 per game. The 
Rainbow Wahine tallied a season-
high 22 assists in their win over 
Campbell (Dec. 17) and despite 
their loss to Louisiana Tech (Jan. 
12), showed proficiency in distrib-
uting the basketball with 20 assists. 
For the season, UH has assisted on 
62 percent of its field goals, with 
216 assists to 348 field goals.
 Block party: UH leads the 
WAC and ranks 13th in the country 
in blocked shots at 5.5 per game. 
Junior post players Brittany Grice 
and Alofa Toiaivao have combined 
for 56 of the team’s 77 blocks. 
Grice is first in the WAC and 19th 
in the nation with 35 blocks (2.4 
bpg), including 10 in UH’s last two 
contests versus La Tech and New 
Mexico State. Toiaivao has swatted 
21 shots (2.1 bpg) of her own and 
helped UH record a season-high 
11 blocks versus Kent State with a 
career-best six blocks.

Check out tomorrow’s Ka Leo for 
an advance story on the men’s 
basketball contest this weekend 
against Fresno State.

NICHOLAS GREGORY • Ka Leo o Hawai‘i

Hawaii fell to Louisiana Tech in overtime 71-66, then dropped their next contest 
against New Mexico State 72-69. The Rainbow Wahine look to get back on track 
this weekend against Fresno State.

SportsBriefs
Nationally ranked UH sailors host 
Rainbow Invitational this weekend
 Hawaii’s coed and women’s 
sailing teams take to the waters 
this weekend with the Rainbow 
Invitational, Jan. 21 & 22 at Ke‘ehi 
Lagoon. After an impressive fall 
campaign in which his teams com-
bined to capture three regattas, 
head coach Andy Johnson leads his 
nationally-ranked program into its 
first spring event of the season.
 Hawaii’s coed team is ranked 
third and the Rainbow Wahine fourth 
in the latest Sailing World rankings.

Rainbow Invite Facts
 What: 2006 Rainbow Invitational. 
Competition will include 11 rounds of 
fleet racing in two divisions.
 Where: Marine Education and 
Training Center at Ke‘ehi Lagoon. 
Heading east on Sand Island Access 
Road, take a right turn after the bridge.
 When: Jan. 21 & 22. Races will 
begin at approximately 10 a.m. each 
day with the final race starting at 
about 4 p.m.
 Who: Five schools will par-
ticipate, including Hawai‘i, Portland 
State, Santa Barbara City College, 
UCLA and UC Santa Barbara. A 
total of 11 teams will compete with 

UH fielding five squads including its 
women’s team.

WAC starting new streaming video 
system to broadcast live WAC games
 The Western Athletic 
Conference is in the process of try-
ing a new system which allows fans 
to watch their favorite team play live 
via the Internet.
 Several WAC men’s and wom-
en’s basketball games will be avail-
able to watch for free via the Internet 
this month. You must have a DSL or 
cable modem connection along with 
the most recent version of Microsoft 
Windows Media Player to be able 
to view the games, which will be 
streamed at 550 Kbps.
 Hawaii’s men’s and women’s 
contests with Fresno State this 
Saturday are both listed on the Web 
site. The men tip off at 7 p.m. HT, 
while the women tip off at 4 p.m. 
PT. All home games are broadcast 
free locally via K5. However, many 
road games are not televised. Those 
road games may be viewed through 
the WAC Web site if the system 
works smoothly.
 For more information check out 
http://www.wacsports.com.

Rainbow Wahine face tough WAC competition
‘Bows try to 
snap out of 

losing streak


