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Funding for
Education and

Training Increased

continued on page 8

Due to the ongoing support from the
East-West Center and a special U.S.
Funded grant for Pacific Island scholar-

ships, educational and training opportu-
nities for Pacific Island students have

expanded. Some 60 Pacific Islanders are
now taking part in the EWC-P1IDP schol-

arship program.
In addition to the degree programs

which now include exchange agreements
with The University ofthe South Pacific,
The University of French Polynesia and
The University of Papua New Guinea,
there is a short-term training initiative as
well as special internships.
The special internships are, as their

name emphasizes, tailor-made to meet
the individual needs of the awardees.

Many ofthe students will participate in
an exchange program that will enable
them to study for a semester at various
mainland universities.

Eleven Pacific Islands students partici-
pated in another new internship program
this summer. They flew from Honolulu
to Washington D.C. to work as interns in
various U.S. government departments
and bureaus. Here are some comments
from three of the eleven students about
their experiences in the U.S. capital and a

profile on each of them:

Winis Map, age 26, Papua New
Guinea.	 "I come from a very undevel-

oped area in the far north of the main
island - it's a very rural, agricultural area,

people live off the land. My family is

very proud of my accomplishments
because	 in my district, where I come
from, I am the first to go to a university

continued on page 6
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JOINT COMMERCIAL
COMMISSION (JCC) THE CI-iAllJvii's

MEETING REPORT
The Trade and Investment

Working Group ofthe United States!
Pacific Island Nations Joint
Commercial Commission met in

Majuro, Marshall Islands in

September, 1996.

Pacific Island Nations (PINs) Co-
Chair, FSM Deputy Secretary for
External Affairs, Mr. Epel Eon, and
U.S. Co-Chair, Deputy Assistant

Secretary forCommerce, Ms. Nancy
Linn Patton, welcomed the partici-
pants. They highlighted the need for
the JCC to help promote commerce

through practical measures that will
enhance trade and investment.
"Concentrate on activities that will
make a difference in the 'bottom
line' of the PiNs' private sectors,"

they emphasized.
The Co-Chairs introduced the

subject of subregional shipping. Mr.

Geoffrey E Uttmark, shipping con-
sultant from Brooklyn, New York,
made a presentation on Remote
Island Maritime Service. The pre-
sentation offered a proposed solution
to subregional interisland shipping
needs. The "Waypayer 65" sail-
assisted motorized vessel was pro-
posed as a ship that could be used to

complement the large ocean carriers
that deliver goods to capital ports by
providing service to outer islands in
a reliable and economical manner.
The Working Group undertook to
refer the "Waypayer 65" proposal to
their national shipping authorities
for detailed consideration and appro-
priate action.

In keeping with the agenda, the
U.S. Co-Chair also introduced the

subject of aviation services, and the

possible advantages of establishing a

regional civil aviation authority. It
was noted that potential benefits
could include: economies of scale

resulting from the pooling of
resources, establishing code sharing

continued on page 7

The Honorable Sir Geoffrey Henry, KBE Prime Minister
ofthe Cook Islands, Chairman ofthe Standing Committee of
the Pacific Islands Conference ofLeaders from 1990 to June
1996, began his report by tracing the background and high-
lighting the decisions ofthe four previous Conferences held
since 1980.

He explained the role of the Pacific Islands Conference of
Leaders:

" identifies research, training andother develop-
mental programs andpriorities for action bythe POP;

" from 1990, meets once every three years.

He also explained the role of the Standing Committee of
the Conference:

" acts as the executive committee of the Conference in

establishing detailed priorities andreviewing activ-
ities andproducts of the PlOP between sessions of
the Conference;

"
comprises a Chairman anda Vice-chairman,
elected in their personal capacities plus nine

member governments selected by the Conference,
with Hawai'i as a permanentmember;

" meets annually.

The activities of the Standing Committee and PIDP from
(1993 -1996) were then reviewed. Regarding the restructur-
ing ofEast-West Center, Sir Henry said,

"Fundamental to understanding and assessing the perfor-
mance and accomplishments of the PIDP since the last
Conference is an appreciation of the severe financial con-
straints under which the Director and his staff have had to
operate, particularly in the last two years.

During the American Government's 1994 financial year
(FY94) the EWC had experienced a significant reduction in
its annual appropriated funding from the United States
Congress -and an even more serious budget decline was
expected for FY96 and the trend was expected to continue in
the future-this has resulted in the need to reduce PIDP
staff numbers and reschedule or not proceed with certain
planned activities as the PIDP initiated conservative spending
policies and strategies to cope with the situation."

He added, however, that, "The accomplishments of the
Program over the past three years have, nevertheless, been
both significant and valuable to the Pacific Island Nations
(PINs) developmental efforts as the review below testifies.
That owes much to the dedication and hard work of Dr.
Halapua and his staff."

Sir Geoffrey Henry then reviewed a number of important
PIDP research activities in the last three years:

continued on page 9
"2"

Presentation by
Director of PIDP

Dr. Sitiveni Halapua, Director of
the PIDP addressed the conference
on, "Vision and Direction of

Development Today and for the
Future: Our Pacific Way of

Thinking." Dr. Halapua's presenta-
tion contained the following topics:

The Challenge to Rethink
Our Way;
"Invisible Hand" in Our
Thinking;

Spiritual/Social Factor and
Technical /Physical Element
in Transformation Process;
A "Matrix" ofRelative
Diversity and Interaction;

Its Essence andApplication:
Relative Pathways of Total
Employment Creation;

NIDA:Institutional
Mechanism.

Dr. Halapua is proposing in his

paper a holistic development frame-
work which would serve as a useful

planning and national development
analysis in any Pacific island coun-

try. As he explains,
"There is at this point in history a

need to rethink, reframe and intro-
duce modified conceptions of the

accepted conventional western
ideas about the process of develop-
ment in the Pacific Islands as this
conventional thinking is fundamen-

tally inadequate to handle the chal-

lenges of development in the Pacific
Islands. The most basic inadequacy
of the western model is that it con-
cerns itself almost exclusively with
the market system and the assump-
tion that this economic 'exchange
mechanism' somehow compels
social order and harmony in any
society and in each and every indi-
vidual."

As Dr. Halapua points out,
"It is far from clear whether the con-
ventional market exchange system
has yet proven itself to be a force
for bringing about and maintaining
social stability and harmony."

Dr. Halapua warned in his talk

continued on page 6






The Conference theme, "Population, Employment Creation,

and Resource Management," was at the heart of the opening

keynote address delivered by the new Conference Chairman,

the Honorable Prime Minister Sitiveni L. Rabuka. In his talk, the

Chairman observed that Pacific Island Nations did not exist in

isolation but rather as part of the broader international communi-

ty and must pursue their interests as part of that community.

They, therefore, had to adapt to changes in both their own soci-

eties and in the international environment impacting upon them.

He pointed out that the three elements of the conference theme,

"go together," 1. Population means people. Our people; 2.

Employment creation requires us to find meaningful and gainful

jobs for these people, and; 3. The reference to resources is

designed to focus our attention on the means which are avail-

able to us for utilization for the benefit of our people." He also

added that, "Central always, must be the well-being and the

happiness of our people."

He emphasized that an important overall objective of popula-
tion policy was the enhancement of the quality of life of the peo-

ple as a whole. The greatest challenge facing Pacific Island

Nations today was employment creation, particularly for young

people, too many of whom had no job prospects. The latter situ-

ation, in turn, generated serious social problems such as rising
crime rates. For that reason, Pacific Island Nations needed to

pursue economic growth strategies through foreign investment

and sound domestic policies that generated meaningful employ-
ment opportunities, allowing each society to use their human

resources to maximum advantage. This would require economic

cooperation among the Pacific Island Nations themselves for the

individual and collective good.

Regarding management of resources: A key aspect of

resource management in the Pacific Island Nationswas the pro-
motion of agricultural and agro-industrial industries, not only for

food but also to create employment opportunities. Resource

management must involve environmental protection measures to

ensure sustainability for future generations. Adopting new tech-

nology and training Pacific Islanders in its use was also vital in

any resource management strategy.

Regarding employment creation: Because of their

small size and limited resources, Pacific Island Nations might
not be able to generate sufficient employment opportunities for

all of their people and emigration might therefore be necessary.
In such cases, links could prove to be , "very valuable," and

should be developed and maintained with kinsmen abroad who

might be able to assist those at home. It was important to pro-
mote strong family values and supporting mechanisms in any
Pacific Islands development strategy.

In conclusion, the Chairman noted that solutions to the

challenging issues of population, employment creation and

resource management can best be found through cooperative
efforts and consensus building on the part of all Pacific Island

Nations.

His Excellency, The President of Fiji, Ratu Sir KKT Mara inhis
address to the Conference started by reminiscing on the general develop-
ment of the Pacific over the last decade:

"Regional cooperation is an environment in which I like to think I
am very much at home, for cooperation has been the basis of my educa-
tion, my experience and indeed my life.

It began in my village of Lakeba in Lau where I would see, for

example, that when it came to building a house, it could only be
achieved by cooperation. There would be the Chieffor overall general
decision making, but when it came to the technical details he readily

'gave way to the master builder. There would be the building craftsman,
there would be those who supplied the materials - both men and women,
and those who provided and cooked the food for the workers. During
the various ceremonies and various stages, and perhaps particularly on
the successful conclusion ofthe work, the Chiefagain would be expect-
ed to organize the people. All had a part to play, and nothing would
have been achieve without cooperation.

"Man does not live by bread alone Let us
not lose the vision of a Pacific community
where people matter, where kinship and other

bonds provide an intricate network of benefits
and obligations, and where the spirit of man
can expand and develop in unique ways'

Ratu Mara, EWC lecture 1980.

Similarly I have taken part in fish drives which are only possibleby
large numbers ofpeople working together - preparing the yavi rau, dri-

ving the fish, netting them, counting them, then dividing and finally
cooking and eating.

So it was early brought home to me that our island way oflife
demanded cooperation. Later, particularly when I became the Member
for Natural Resources here in Fiji, I became involved in the more institu-
tionalized form of cooperatives - the cooperative society. Thereby I was
able to see it as a means whereby the natural spirit of the people working
together could achieve economies of scale, both inbuying and selling,
but at the same time allowing scope for individual effort and production
to be individually rewarded.

From national cooperation it was not a very long step to international
or at least initially regional cooperation. My first experience was the
South Pacific Commission which did have the effect of bringing a lot of
us together after years ofbeing kept apart."

He also traced the formation ofPacific Bureau for Economic

Cooperation (SPEC) and the South Pacific Forum. In addition, the early
history ofthe formation ofthe Pacific Islands Conference ofLeaders
was highlighted starting with the time in 1975 when he was invited to

.3. continued on page 11
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ELECTION OF STANDING COMMITTEE
In keeping with tradition, the Conference elected the following
members of the Standing Committee for the next three years:

The new chainne of th Sciing Coi i/i e. TL Hanoi hie

Major General Sitiveni L. Rabuka, Prime Minister ofFiji, address-
ing the Fifth Pacific Islands Conference ofLeaders.

The Honorable Tewareka Tentoa. Vice President and
Minister for Home Affairs and Rural Development of Kiribati at
Conference formality.

Participation from Metropolitan Countries

The Pacific Islands Conference ofLeaders expressed
appreciation for their interest and attendance to the honorable
representatives of Australia, Chile, Easter Island, People's
Republic ofChina, France, Japan, Korea, Malaysia, New
Zealand, Taiwan, the United Kingdom, and the United States
of America. The presence of these representatives under-
scored the importance of mutual understanding and active par-
ticipation in the global community.

Chairman:The Honorable Major-General, Sitiveni L.
Rabuka, OBE (Mil.), MSD., Legion d'Honneur
(Fr.), OSt.J. MP, Prime Minister, Fiji

Vice-Chairman:

The Honorable Baron Vaea,
Prime Minister, Kingdom of Tonga

Members:Prime Minister, Cook Islands

President, Federated States ofMicronesia
President, Tahiti Nui, French Polynesia
Governor, Hawaii

President, Kiribati
President of Congress,New Caledonia

Prime Minister, Papua NewGuinea
Prime Minister, Tuvalu
Prime Minister, Republic of Vanuatu
Prime Minister, Western Samoa

Official Observers

Director, Forum Fisheries Agency; Secretary General, Forum
Secretariat; Executive Director, Pacific Basin Development Council;
Director, South Pacific Applied Geoscience Commission; Secretary
General, South Pacific Commission; Deputy Director, South Pacific
Regional Environmental Program; Director, Tourism Council ofthe
South Pacific; Vice Chancellor, University of the South Pacific.

Prow Pc left: The Honorable Phi/lip ikiiH, i.ini ,.for Foreign
Affairs, Marshall Islands;The Honorable Arnold Marsipal, Ministerfor
Justice, Papua New Guinea;The Honorable Asterio Takesy, Minister of
Foreign Affairs, Federated States ofMicronesia, atflag ceremony.






'n top:
The Honorable Rock Wamytan, First Vice President of the

Congress, New Caledonia, looks on while The Honorable
Senator Filipe N. Bole, Minister for Foreign Affairs, Fiji,
extends his congratulations.

From the right: The Honorable Fiame Naomi Mataafa, Minister
for Education, Western Samoa; The Honorable Donald Kalpokas,
Deputy Prime Minister andMinister for Education, Vanuatu; The Right
Honorable Kamnuta Latasi, Prime Minister, Tuvalu; The Honorable Dr.
S. Langi Kavaliku, Deputy Prime Minister, Kingdom of Tonga; The
Honorable Arnold Marsipal. Ministerfor Justice. Papua New Guinea;
and The Honorable FrankFLui, Premier, Nine at opening ceremonies

Left to right: The Honorable Sir Geoffrey Henry, KBE, Prime
Minister, Cook Islands; His Excellency Gaston Flosse, President, Tahiti
Nui, French Polynesia; The Honorable Major General Sitiveni L.
Rabuka, Prime Minister of Fiji; The Honorable Mazie K. Hirono,
Lieutenant Governor, Hawaii; His Excellency Lagumot G NHarris,
President, Nauru.

Ratu Tui Cavuilati, Permanent Secretary for Foreign Affairs, Fiji
(right), and Mr. D APhilipp Muller, Director, South Pacific Applied
Geoscience Commission (SOPAC), atfarewell reception.




	Dr. Sitiveni Halapua, Director PIDP reviewing conference papers
with		Jor'ab'' Ice K. FIiro", Lieutenant Governor, Hawaii
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P1DP Director... continuedfrom page 2

that, "Quite possibly, there is a very significant peril for our island

societies, namely: the international development agencies and

lending institutions."

He cited the conventional western way of thinking, the World
Bank and even many governments in the region as examples, say-

ing they were, "Fundamentally inadequate to handle the chal-

lenge of development in the Pacific Islands."

He goes on to explain that,

"There is a fundamental difference between the traditional

Pacific conception of a community of human life and the western

classical conception of a nation -as a community of individual

interests. The latter which is defined on a legal rather than com-

munity basis, is potentially problematic and contains the seeds of
social contradictions and instability for pacific societies....The

imperative to maintain cultural traditional and multiple identities in

human populations calls into question the thinking of those who
would equate market produced Gross National Product with

development.

Dr. Halapua points out that when one considers development
within the Pacific it is important to go beyond mere economics
and consider the equally important social forces in Pacific Island

Societies,

"in sustainable development in the Pacific islands it is most

important to understand the linkages between and among the dif-
ferent elements of development. I classify what I see as the impor-
tant elements of development in terms of systems... in this case we

have 5-7 systems in the process of development in the Pacific

Islands. Market systems is the one that is most familiar to every-
one. The other systems or forms of development include popula-
tion, environment, technology, culture, government, and interna-

tional relations.

Government cannot ignore the nonmaterial forms or pathways
of development because it is a part of peoples lives. Integrating
the spiritual/nonmaterial pathways in the analysis of sustainable

development is imperative. Traditionally, the material and non-
material forms were treated as separate, and governed by differ-
ent laws and rules in the frame work. Yet the value systems and

beliefs people have are both material and nonmaterial- the two

are not separate. Therefore, if they are inseparable from the peo-

ple's point of view and lives then why do we treat them sepa-

rately? We need to integrate the two.. so if you talk about capi-
tal accumulation you also have to talk about the spiritual, the non-

material dimension of it as well.

Such an approach is a better way to understand how people

respond and react to development. People have material and

nonmaterial values that should be a part of our analysis of trying
to understand the behavior and the expected reaction and

response to what we are trying to do."

He described various long-term views of Pacific Societies, but

stressed that technological advances should not eclipse tradition-

al values - the non-material/spiritual bedrock of the Pacific Island

people.

The Director pointed out that, "There are hundreds of well-

intended investment projects that failed, precisely because their

agents did not select the relative "pathway" that conferred the

spiritual right to give and receive, that is, there was no spiritual

presence or right to be present in each situation. This has noth-

Education & Training.. continuedfroni page]
and also to come to a foreign place to study. My father is a handyman,
my mother a housewife. We have a large extended family.

I found Washington D.C. very different-fast pace, busy. At first I
thought people weren't friendly ...but then when got to know them - it
was OK.

I interned at the U.S. Department of Minerals Management Services.
They are in charge of the domestic oil and gas resources and the leasing
of federal lands to private firms for mining, oil exploration and produc-
tion. It is a part of the U.S. Department of the Interior and it generates
a lot ofrevenue for the federal government. I visited the U.S. Congress
and Senate while they were in session and also attended special com-
mittee hearings.

I am interested in photo/writing in print journalism. Journalism is my
major, my minor is international relations."

Winnis' interest in journalism began when he was a cadet (student
trainee) at the popular newspaper, Wantok Niuspepa, based in Port
Moresby. Winnis worked in the sports division of the paper until 1994
when he resigned to attend the University of Papua New Guinea to
major in print journalism. After his first year at UPNG Wirinis was
accepted to the East-West Center PIDP program and began his studies
at the University of Hawai'i in the fall of 1995.

Winnis mentions he is quite happy with thejournalismprogram at the

University of Hawai'i, "The advantage of UHjournalism program is it
has well developed specializations - such as the public relations cours-
es. I have a good advisor in the department to assist me. There is also
a mentoring program with private firms in Honolulu in orderto gain first
hand experience. I think this will be very helpful to me."

Upon completion of his degree he noted, "I plan to return to Port
Moresby to again work for Wantok Nuispepa. I feel I have a commit-
mentto them because they gave me my first break.

Winnis noted with optimism the future of his home country, "There
is a lot of opportunity in PNG. In terms of natural resources and min-
eral wealthPNG is a very rich nation - gold, copper, oil, gas, timber. It's
interesting to note that we don't migrate to other countries, unlike other
pacific islanders. We stay because of the economic opportunities and

kinship ties. We have a system which we call the wantok system where

people help each other and have responsibilities to their families.
However, right now I am happy to be in Hawaii. Being in Oahu is a
good experience. Everyone is friendly, helpful, the atmosphere is
good."

Arti Reddy, 20 years old. Sigatoka, Fiji. This summer she interned
in Washington D.C. for six weeks at the Smithsonian Institute. Her
research project: news about Fiji regarding material culture (information
pertaining to what an average family owns and what it means to them)
for a World Wide Web site. Arti said it was a, "Great experience. It
was all set up as part of the scholarship. Its purpose to be exposed to
mainland (U.S.) culture. There is so much to see and do in Washington
D.C. We saw first -hand the political side ofthe U.S....we visited sena-
tors, went to hearings, law sessions we saw democracy in action. All
11 PIDP students stayed at The International Student House which was
full of other students who were doing internships at DC from all over
the country and the world.

My major is Bio-systems engineering (agriculture, genetics, irriga-
tion) ...howto increase production of agriculture. I've always been inter-

continued onpage 11	 continued onpage 7
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Education & Training.., continuedfrom page 6

ested in agriculture. It's a practical major - increasing farming output is

important. My hometown of Sigatoka is where most ofthe farming is done
on the island (mainly vegetables). My goal is to be an agriculture officer
with the government to help farmers increase their yields as there are pro-
ductivity problems with certain crops and shortages of certain green veg-
etables and rice.

This school year I will be an exchange student at the University of Utah
in Salt Lake City. It's part of the National Student Exchange Program. I
had many universities to choose from but Utah has a excellent bio-engi-
neering programand I want to live in the snow and mountains as I've never
done that."

Arti attended the University of Hawai'i Bib campus her first year and

says, "Bib was great, more like home.. .quiet...1 transferred fromHilo (to the
UH Manoa Campus as my major is not offered there. I love living in
Hawaii...physically its the same as home, although Honolulu is such a big
city.

I've never lived outside Fiji before. I went to a local government school
then to The University of the South Pacific where Imajored in computer sci-
ence. I decided to change my major. This scholarship from PIIDP has been
a great opportunity for me to pursue the major I'm really interested in.

At home I did community service, I worked at the Red Cross going out to
rural areas, to villages, to talk to kids about schooling and the importance of
education."

William Wigmore. Rorotonga, Cook Islands. 28 years old. William is

working on his masters degree in horticulture. He completed his under-

graduate degree in general agriculture in 1992 atthe University ofthe South
Pacific in Fiji. After graduation he worked at the research division at the

Ministry of Agriculture for the Cook Islands government.

His concentration in the masters program will be in vegetable production.
He said that there is, "increasing competition in the South Pacific region in
fruit and vegetable produce and in the Cook Islands we wantto increase our

exports of such goods. For instance oranges use to be a major export of
ours, also pineapple, mainly shipped to New Zealand. However currently
their imported fruit come from so many other sources, such as the

Philippines and South America."

William went on to discuss the changes which have occurred inthe Cook
Islands overpast years, "The economy useto be primarily all based on agri-
culture but now since the late 1980's tourism has grown significantly and is
the main business now." But even with the rise of tourism, agriculture con-
tinues to be of great importance as he explained, "We need the agriculture
industry to feed the increasing numberoftourists and also the residents. The
Cook Islands are working toward self-sufficiency. we can grow a lot of

temperate vegetables in the winter months such as broccoli and carrots."

William discussed his internship this summer, "Washington D.C. was a

great experience. I worked with the United States Department of

Agriculture in their Economic Research Service Division. The division

mainly concerns itself with domestic policy issues. It was very interesting
to see how the U.S. does things in relation to agriculture. It was also valu-
able experience as I made some good contacts at USDA, so when ever I
need information I can always contact these people."

In his free time William acts as the current President of The Pan-Pacific
Club. The club is comprised of East-West Center students from the Pacific
Islands, and those from the mainland US and elsewhere who have an inter-
est in the region.

JOINT COMMERCIAL COMMISSION
(JCC) MAJURO MEETIFIG0. (QflL fromp.2

arrangements with U.S. carriers to streamline ticketing and increase

passenger traffic and, as aresult, increase revenues to the region and

potential air rights into the United States. The requirements for
establishment of a regional civil aviation authority include (a) a leg-
islative framework to support and maintain appropriate staffing
requirements, (b) a masterplan that incorporates budget needs, (c)
establishment of an airport trust fund, legislatively sanctioned, to

support the regional civil aviation authority.
It was agreed that a specific report on the proposal would be pre-

pared by the U.S. and sent to PIDP for consideration by the respec-
tive PINs governments.
An update was provided by the U.S. Co-Chair regarding the U.S.

General System of Preferences (GSP). The GSP was renewed by
the U.S. Congress on August 1, 1996 and will be effective October
1, 1996 through May 31, 1997. For a limited time, duties may be
recovered with interest for the period that the GSP was suspended.
Copies of GSP utilization reports were distributed by the U.S. dele-

gation.
The Senior Commercial Officer at the American Consulate

General in Auckland, Mr. M. Philip Gates, gave a presentation as to
how his office can assistwithtrade and investment efforts. Mr. Gates

explained the partnership post program is designed to advise and

support American embassy posts in the PINs with their commercial

advocacy, information reporting, and investment. This assistance
includes: market surveys, market developments, customized surveys
and advisory products. Mr. Gates also explained how the U.S.

Foreign Commercial Service in Australia, New Zealand, the

Philippines, and the domestic regional office in Hawni'i were set up
to lend support to local U.S. Embassies in the PINs.

The Director of the Pacific Islands Development Program, Dr.
Sitiveni Halapua, reported on progress that has been made in bring-
ing the PIDP-based Pacific Islands Business Network (PIBN) on-
line. It was noted that the home page has been completed and that
some countries have submitted materials for inclusion in the PIBN
data base. Other countries are still compiling information based on
the questionnaires that were distributed by PH)P. The Internet
address for the PIBN site was noted:

http:/Iwww.ewc.hawaii.edulpidp/pidp000l.htm.

The presentation by the PIDP Director also introduced apropos-
al to examine the feasibility of greatly expanding access to the
Internet throughout the Pacific Islands region. As a first step it was

suggested that a study of the technical requirements would be need-
ed.

The U.S. Co-Chair observed that PIBN was a positive and quite
significant development, especially with the recently completed
hyper-link to the P[BN in Honolulu from the Department of
Commerce's Asia-Pacific Internet Homepage. This Homepage now
lists the Pacific Islands as a distinct geographic region, with a hyper-
link that opens directly to the PIBN Internet site. The U.S.

Department of Commerce Internet site is a place where many thou-
sands of individuals from around the globe look for information
about trade and investment opportunities.
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AN EAST-WEST CENTER
UPDATE BY PMIDENT SUMMA

Keaji Sumida, President of the East-West Center
expressed his sincere gratitude to the Pacific Island
Leaders for, "Inviting me to address you as we help to
open the fifth meeting of this unique group." He contin-
ued saying, "I know of no other American or interna-
tional educational institution that is accorded the privi-
lege of working directly with presidents, prime minis-
ters, and other heads of twenty two government jurisdic-
tions in setting and implementing its research, training,
and education agenda."

Sumida emphasized that, "The wisdom and foresight
of that first group of leaders in creating a unique part-
nership including the Standing Committee and the
Pacific Islands Development Program of the East-West
Center has been borne out time and time again in the
ensuing years."

He gave an example ofhow, "It works!" "During the
fourth conference in Papeete, it became clear to us that
there was a common thread that manifested itself in all
the previous conferences, and is woven through all ofthe
specific issues and problems that you have directed us to
address. This was your oft repeated concern that stan-
dard prescriptions and solutions to problems that appear
to be universal, may not be applicable or appropriate for
Lie Pacific Islands. You repeatedly asked us to be sen-
s1ive to, and to always take into account the cultural and
social values that underpin your societies. You pointed
out that there is much that is unique to the Pacific
Islands, and in many cases, unique to a specific island.
7 c have heard you, and during the ensuing period fol-
lu ing the 1993 conference in Papeete, our PIDP direc-
tor assembled a team of scholars to address this chal-
lenge. They have focused their attention on a framework
and approach to development that will ensure that our
individual and collective efforts will take into account,
and be responsive to, the unique social values and cul-
tural foundations of the Pacific Islands."

Sumida then directed his remarks to the changes in
the United States and the East-West Center. He noted
how the national U.S. elections in 1994 created a shift in
power and direction in the United State Congress and as
a result, in an effort to balance the budget, the East-West
Center congressional appropriation was slashed more
than 50%.

Sumida added that, "Needless to say, this has been a
very difficult year for us. Last fall, I had to preside over
the unpleasant task of eliminating more than half of our
-positions, and reducing funding support across the full
range of East-West Center programs and projects. Now,
after a year of transition and adjustments, we are pre-
pared to move forward. We have retained our basic
assets and are prepared to take advantage of our unique
strengths, including the special relationship with you as
national leaders."

He continued, saying that, "The Board of Governors
of The East-West Center, approved a vision statement
for the East-West Center that describes how we shall
move forward to meet our important purpose and mis-

conrinued on page 10
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Private Sector Research Project.

The first phase of the project was complet-
ed and the major findings and recommenda-
tions were published in the PIDP's, "Private
Sector Development: Policies and Programs for
the Pacific Islands."

Population and Sustainable

Development Research and

Training Project.

Implementation of this three-year project
began in early 1994. The project focuses on
the interdependent relationship between popula-
tion issues and sustainable economic develop-
ment and how best to integrate population vari-
ables into a more effective planning process.
This research is supported by The United
Nations Fund for Population Activities
(UNEPA). The project is focusing on four

major issues:
I. The existing arrangements and capacity

ofgovernmentsfbr integrating population into

developmentplanning;

2. The impact of internal and international

migration and urbanization as it relates topat-
terns ofeconomic development;

3. The effect ofsocio-culturalfactors on

fertility in Pacific Islandpopulations; and

4. The population consequences ofinvest-

ment patterns in the Pacific Islands.

The multidisciplinary model being
constructed in another PIDP project (see below)
will be utilized to provide the appropriate ana-

lytical framework for the research work on (1)
and (4) above. It will also allow for the appli-
cation and integration of the model on prob-
lems of direct relevance to island societies.

Holistic Model for Sustainable
Development Project.

Based on the Pacific Islands way ofthink-

ing, the goal ofthe project is to identify practi-
cal means of establishing vision and direction
as a foundation for finding feasible solutions to

developmental problems relating to the com-

plex interaction of economic growth, popula-
tion, environment, technology, culture, govern-
ment and international relations.

In Standing Committee discussions a num-
ber of general points were made:

the kind offramework needed to provide
insights and meet the management needs of
Pacific Island policymakers must be able to
harmonize the interactions of major develop-
mental resources;

concern was expressed about the utiliza-

tion ofthe framework with particular reference
to over-exploitation of resources by PINs
and developed countries;

the work was pertinent to practical reali-
ties in the Pacific islands and could well serve
as the basis ofa 'Pacific Sustainable

Development Doctrine' with relevance to the
broader international community; and

the potential importance of National

Interdependence Development Advisory
(NIDAs) bodies for broadening and deepening
the scope of policy planning options in Pacific
Islands was recognized.

He noted that, "Recent PIDP studies of

micro-enterprises and population change have
also influenced the framework in a manner that
has contributed significantly to its utility as a

planning tool for national policy makers. The
holistic model incorporates these aspects of
PIDPs research work into a single approach to

development in Pacific societies."

Human Resources Development.
The Program's Education and Training

Initiative began in 1993 and has witnessed con-
siderable expansion since its inception. By
1995, there was an unprecedented percentage
ofPacific Islanders among the EWC's total stu-
dent body.

Applications for scholarships are invited
from all PINs and are awarded on the basis of

comparative scholastic merit ofindividual stu-
dents while also taking into account the need to

spread benefits ofthe program to all PINs.

The Initiative comprises three main compo-
nents:

1. Degree Programs. These continued to
receive priority attention, with particular
emphasis on fields of study relevant to the

region: pre-medicine, education, biochemistry,
environmental sciences, journalism and engi-
neering. Competition is great for scholarships,
there having been more than 500 applications
submitted.

There has also been an increase during the

period underreview in individuals receiving
graduate degree scholarships, with five students

pursuing master's degrees by 1994, and nine
students now undergoing post-graduate training
in various areas including tropical agriculture,
development economics and education.

2. Short-term Training. Short-term training
in Hawai'i and in other parts ofthe region has
been akey component ofthe Initiative.

In 1995, for the first time, eight students

.9.

from French Polynesia participated in the

University of Hawaii's summer session. An
additional eight students are now enrolled in

upper-level courses. Efforts are currently
underway to invite students from New
Caledonia as well.

In recent years, the P[DP has also been
conducting a popular annual Regional Policy
Analysis and Training Program Workshop on
Private Sector Development for senior policy
analysts in Pacific Island countries. This is
continuing as part ofthe PIDP's joint effort in

government capacity building.

During the period under review, collabora-
tive training projects have also been undertaken
by the PIDP with cost-sharing by the Forum
Secretariat and the South Pacific Regional
Environmental Program (SPREP).

3. Special Internship. Requests for special
internships have grown very quickly over the
past three years. By 1994, almost a dozen indi-
viduals had traveled to Hawaii for a wide
range of activities such as Pacific Island news

journalism program with Hawai'i Public
Radio's news department and participation in
the University of Hawaii's Department of
Information and Computer Sciences. A new

internship program for our Pacific island under-
graduate students enables them to work as
interns in the U.S. Department ofAgriculture,
the Smithsonian Institution Museum, the
Bureau ofMines, and the U.S. Department of
Education in Washington D.C.

Joint Commercial Commission.

The establishment of a United States-
Pacific Island Nations' Joint Commercial
Commission (JCC) to promote closer commer-
cial and economic relations was then back-

grounded by Chairman:

k was agreed among Pacific Island Lenders
in the Standing Cornntittee that the manage-
ment and coordination of the Pacific Island par-
ticipation in the JCC would be vested perma-
nently in the PIDP Secretariat under its director,
Dr. Halapun.

The inaugural meeting ofthe JCC, held in
Washington D.C., on October 8, 1993, agreed
that a Trade and Investment Working Group
(TIWG) would be created, with the PIDP coor-

dinating the participation of PINs and the
United States Department of Commerce (DOC)
representing the United States.

Two meetings of the T1WG have thus far
been held, the first in Port Moresby, Papua
New Guinea, September 17, 1995, and the sec-
ond in Honolulu on February 14, 1996. At the
first meeting, the PIDP Director explained that
because of current resource constraints within

continued on page 10
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the PIDP/EWC, it had been necessary to focus on
the Business Network System (BNS) component of
the work program. The BNS would be linked to
the Internet System ofthe University of Hawai'i
(TJJ-ll/EWC and would constitute a base for future
JCC activities, providing essential information for
all concerned.

The second meeting of the TIWG featured a

presentation of the Pacific Islands Business
Network (PIBN) (previously referred to as the
BNS), the United States trade regime, with particu-
lar reference to importation of agricultural products,
and a preliminary proposal with respect to shipping.

The Standing Committee witnessed at their

February 1996 meeting a presentation ofthe PIBN
which the Committee saw as a cost-effective means
both to disseminate information on the goods and
services that the Pacific Island countries had to
offer, as well as to obtain goods arid services from
the United States and elsewhere to satisfy their

requirements.
The Chairman then particularized the manage-

ment and financial picture ofPIDP. Staff reduction
and budget allocation were detailed. This led to the
main topics regarding the future of PJDP: Sir Henry
noted that,

"In early 1995 the Director ofthe PIDP report-
ed to the Standing Committee that the EWC had
experienced a significant reduction in its annual

appropriated funding and that this would continue
to have a serious effect on all EWC programs
including the PIDP."

The Standing Committee reiterated its contin-
ued deep appreciation of the EWC's support for the
PINs, both through the PJDP and other program
activities.

In conclusion, the Chairman expressed the
Committee's, "Great appreciation to the many gov-
ernments and organizations which have contributed
to the successful operation of the PIIDP's activities
over the period under review. Again, particular ref-
erence must be made of the assistance rendered by
the United States of America. Australia, France,

Japan, New Zealand, and UNEPA."

Full text of Sir Geoffrey Henry's report is now
available by request from PIDP East-West Center.
It will also be published in the Fall as part of the

Proceedings ofthe Fifth Pacific Islands Leaders
Conference 1996, Fiji.

Pc-

sion in the Pacific and Asian region.
It emphasizes: (1) the primacy of
cooperative programs of study, train-
ing and research, (2) the need to focus
on applied, real world and practical
issues, and (3) the opportunities for
diversification of funding support for
the East-West Center."

He added, "You will be interested
to know that the statement explicitly
identifies the Pacific Islands
Development Program as one of the
niches for the East-West Center that
will remain a high priority. The chal-
lenge for us, is to identify and solicit
funding support from a variety of
sources to maintain and expand this
special program. The resolution
adopted by the Pacific Islands
Conference of Leaders at its last meet-
ing in 1993 to contribute financially to

Kenji Sumida, President East-West Center

the East-West Center for the Pacific
Islands Development Program, will be
a key selling point as a visible indica-
tor of the importance and value that
you the leaders place on PIDP."

He then stressed that, "Our com-
mitment to you remains strong. For
example, with your assistance, we
have fought to solicit continued U.S
federal funding for the Pacific Islands
Scholarship Program, and have
recently received word that $500,000
will be made available this year for
additional grants for Pacific Islands
training and education in the United
States. The strongly worded letter of
support for this program from the
Chairman of the Standing Committee
on your behalf, helped this cause."
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Rcutu Sir KI(T
Maru... cont. from p.3
deliver the Dillingham lecture at the East-West Center in
Hawai'i:

"I chose as my theme "Currents in the Pacific" in which I
tried to show linkages between individual island cultures and
economic, regional cooperation and international relation-

ships. I later became a member ofthe Board of Governors of
the East-West Center itself and became aware of the facilities
and potential ofthe Center, ofthe University of Hawai'i, and
of the United States, and also of the great fund of goodwill
existing there, perhaps because Hawaii is of course itself a
Pacific country.

These were the considerations that lead me to think that island
leaders would greatly benefit from a forum where there would be

opportunities for participation by a very wide spectrum of inter-
ested countries, including potential donors, non-governmental
organizations and the private sector.

The success of the organization and its executive arm the
Pacific Islands Development Program is attested by the size and

scope of the meeting in Fiji today.
It has always seemed to me that you have one great

advantage over so many international organizations, and that is
that the island leaders have remained firmly in the driving seat. It
is they who have decided the projects to be undertaken and exer-
cised general overall control. The Pacific Conference of Island
Leaders is therefore a unique body and I wish you all well in its

preservation and its progress."
Ratu Mara then reflected on the theme of the conference -

population, employment creation, and resources management
and noted that, "If these problems were solved, then health, edu-
cation and so many other sectors would improve and in their turn

reciprocate by contributing to development."

He emphasized, "That development, like so many other activ-
ities of government work best through the people in the individ-
ual areas andthe leaders who lived and worked amongst them."

He described how regional boards with a wide representation
of District Administration, the Fijian Administration, Indian

Advisory Committees and technical advisors were formed: "But
we were also keen to coopt the political element and stipulated
that all the elected members for the regions concerned could
attend the meetings. This seemed the appropriate way ofpro-
ceeding - giving the real responsibilities for planning in respect to
the peoples needs and aspirations to the people constantly in day-
to-day touch, but involving those from the center as it were, who
would thus be better briefed and also perhaps be able to further

proposals to the holders ofthe purse strings. We also looked

upon this method as a useful contribution to Fiji's multiracial pol-
icy.'

He urged consideration for the fact that, "We here in the
Pacific have our own traditions, our own forms, our own needs
and our own aspirations. If we standby those and build on them,
and the developments we achieve, while perhaps not so spectacu-
lar, will be more lasting, and in the popularbuzz word of the day,
more sustainable."

PIDP Director... continuedfrompage 6

ing to do with the technical design and execution of a project. Rather, it

has to do with the cultural/moral ways of the people involved."

Noting that all of the important issues affecting the people of the Pacific

intertwine and sometimes conflict with each other, a "matrix" of these link-

ages between and among the different elements of development was

explained:

"This mode! portrays the direction of development as a manifestation of

the drive to diversity in the relative forms of competing and conflicting
claims of the persons and positions in a society.

In order to achieve sustainable development you need to modify the

structure of the governments because right now in the Pacific you have

enormous fragmentation not only within the government but also between

the government and the private sector -so you have to tap the energy
within the government and outside the government.

The question is, how do you pursue the objectives of interdependence
for sustainable development within this fragmentation. What we are

proposing is a structure where you can use this tool (the 'matrix') at the

technical level to gather information using different expertise from different

areas.

Such an analytical tool collects different information and processes that

information in a coherent way -not in an ad hoc fashion. Rather than hav-

ing each department 'do their own thing' policy formulation or decision

making would take on an integrative approach. It doesn't mean you have

to do away with departments -you would have something like a 'clear-

ing house' where all the data from various departments would be chan-
neled. This agency would then see how they are interconnected and if

they are not, then it would have to go back to the different departments to

be reformulated. They do not make decisions, they have an advisory role

so that there is more focus, less paperwork and more timely information.

The model is designed for policy makers. It addresses their needs...

leaders are trying to look at the whole picture, the connections, rather than

a narrow specialization.

Many of the decisions leaders make have conflicting outcomes so they

spend much of their time and resources trying to sort out these differences.

This model will help them better understand their situations ....lt won't give
us the whole reality-but it does perhaps take us closer to reality than if we

just concentrate on one aspect of material culture."

The conference agreed that the Director should continue his work, apply-

ing the model in a specific Pacific Island society, refining it where neces-

sary and reporting the results to the Standing Committee.

The full text of Dr. Halapua's paper is now available by request from
PIDP; East-West Center. It will also be published by PIDP in the fall as part
of the Proceedings of the Fifth Pacific Islands Leaders Conference 1996,

Fiji.





Highest Award for Pacific Islands Research. The Conference

adopted by acclamation the following resolution proposed by the Leaders

of Fiji and French Polynesia:

That in recognition of his outstanding contribution to novel ways and

enlightening analysis of looking at ourselves as Leaders whose prime duty
is to better understand the complex and diverse nature and evolving state

of the very fabric of our societies; and in recognition of the close working

relationship the Leaders of the South Pacific States and Countries, have

always enjoyed with him. The 5th Pacific Islands Conference of Leaders

bestow upon Dr. Sifiveni Halapua the very first Highest Award for

Research.

"11"






F	
-	 - - -

i

			

	* -

Sr







srgetc
lc:stE:	 :

ace r reE:i	 ri&	 sectos Loo,
ment to persons GspIEoe:	 c':flc sectors which, fr,		 t
eouire concerted,	 the par-' w,;-, -isrits.

Th card err:	 es a	 or::

	

spe
nesL	 58 e '. H
At	 ':-	 -

at -

A ~~"qpv~...

To Fiji, its President, His
Excellency Ratu Sir KKT Mara, and
The Prime Minister, The Honorable
Sitiveni L. Rabuka for your gracious
hospitality.
We appreciate your generosity in

hosting the 5th Pacific Islands
Conference of Leaders.

The warmth of the lovely people of
Fiji and the beauty of your islands
will be treasured memories.
We extend our fond regards & grat-

itude.

The Honorable Major General Sitiveni L. Rabuka,

-rime Minister of Fiji with Fijian Ceremonies of
Welcome participants.

F1jian traditional dance
entertains delegates

Full text of presentations at the conference are
now available by request from PIDP. They will
also be published by PIDP as part of the
Proceedings of the Fifth Pacific Islands
Conference of Leaders, 1996, Fiji.
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