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PACIFIC NEXT WORLD FOCUS - EDITOR
By Siu-Chu Sandy Lee

The president of the presti-
gious American Society of News Edi-
tors, George Chaplin, urges American
editors to understand more and give
more attention to the Pacific.

Chaplin, editor-in-chief of the
Honolulu Advertiser in Hawaii, said
in an interview that the action of
the next century will be in Asia and
the Pacific." He said there are
ferments brewing in Asia and the
Pacific, especially in countries
like the People's Republic of China
and Thailand, that are of great
importance to Americans.

Chaplin noted that while the

CIBNC faces crisis
By Floyd Takeuchi

RAROTONGA--The Cook Islands
Broadcasting and News Corporation
(CIBNC) has been given one year to
become a self-supporting government
department. As things stand now,
the chances of that happening are
very slim.

Michael Drollet, head of the
CII3NC, says that as of last April

(continued page 6)

NZ BROADCASTING -

By Ian Johnstone

Apart from the early radio pio-
neers, and a handful of private
radio stations in the larger cities,
broadcasting in New Zealand has al-
ways been a public, rather than a
private, enterprise.

For 25 years after the first
enthusiasts began transmitting

traditional focus of American news-
papers is on Europe, the Pacific
and Asia should receive more atten-
tion in American newspapers.

Hawaii, though an American state,
has its strong cultural elements
from Asia and the Pacific Islands.
It is the "window on Asia and
Pacific" for the U.S., he said.

Hawaii's newspapers may be the
only ones giving more attention to	 Chaplin	 believes that visiting
Asia and the Pacific affairs than	 the Pacific Islands is the best
American newspapers in general since

	

	(continuedpage 3)

SAMOAN TRAINEE BROADCASTERS IN APIA
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Part of a group of Western Samoan trainee broadcasters being given
instruction in Apia. See page nine

BACK TO MONOPOLY?
radio signals up and down the coun-
try's stretched and mountainous is-
lands, broadcasting was a department
of state. An efficient network of
radio stations was used to reinforce
the policies of governments who
were establishing one of the world's
earliest welfare states, and to
bring news and entertainment from a
more civilised and eventful world

(continued page 4)
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PICN celebrates
sixth birthday

This month marks the end of the
sixth year of publication for the
Pacific Islands Communication News-
letter. The quality and depth of
articles in this issue testifies to
the important communication concerns
in the Pacific, and to the growth
of the newsletter itself.

The newsletter was started at
the Communication Institute and is
now a joint venture of the Insti-
tute, the Pacific Islands News Asso-
ciation (Suva) and the Social
Sciences & Linguistics Institute at
the University of Hawaii.

The plan is to shift the edi-
torial office of PICN to Suva's PINA
headquarters in mid-1977 or so, if
all the arrangements can be worked
out.

Interest in PINA remains
John Moses' return to Australia

from the editorship of the jJJ
Times doesn't mean any lessening of
his support for the Pacific Islands
News Association. John participated
in the 1974 PINA organization meet-
ing in Suva, and was one of the key
persons in getting the organization
off the ground. His leadership at
the PINA sessions was matched by
his gracious hospitality during and
after the working sessions were
over. John promises to keep PINA
interests in mind as he undertakes
his new work. I would like to ex-
tend my personal thanks to him for
his valuable help with PINA, and
for his efforts on professional
standards in journalism.
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EDITOR'S NOTES
Jim Richstad

Strong reactions to articles on Samoan 'TV gift'
We were expecting some reaction

to the two articles in the June PICN
on the television situation in-
volving Western Samoa and American
Samoa. And there was some. We
heard reports that people were upset
with the articles, particularly
about Curt Madison's commentary on
the possible gift of a television
station to Western Samoa. And Bob
Berger in Honolulu told us over the
phone that it wasn't a question of
Western Samoa being locked into the
American technical system for tele-
vision, since there are already
more television sets in Western
Samoa than in American Samoa. And
in American Samoa, this article
appeared on the front page of Jake
King's Samoa News under the head-
line, "No TV For Western Samoa":

"Acting Governor Frank Barnett
responded Wednesday to an article
appearing in a Honolulu publication
which indicated the Government of
American Samoa had already made
commitments to Western Samoa, for

the delivery of one of the surplus
high-band television stations.
Barnett said, 'This simply isn't
true. We have never made such
commitment although, we have had
some preliminary talks with the
Government of Western Samoa some
time ago but, nothing came of it
and we have forgotten about it.'
The article quoted Jon Anderson,
general manager of KVZK-TV as say-
ing, 'All Western Samoa has to do
is say yes and prepare a site.'
Barnett said in reply to the attrib-
uted statement: 'Unless Governor
Earl Ruth has made some kind of
commitment without me knowing,
this statement is unfounded.' The
Government of American Samoa re-
cently declared three of the six
transmitters on Mt. Alava as surplus
but according to Barnett no dispo-
sition has been considered."
(that's the end of the Samoa News
article.)

That's all the printable reac-
tion we've heard. PICN welcomes
further discussion on the question.

Pacific publications an
A survey of Pacific Islands

publications and broadcasting ser-
vices is now underway. Census forms
for newspapers were sent out mid-
summer to all known Island publica-
tions, and the broadcasting census
forms will be going out soon.

The survey is being conducted
by Jim Richstad of the Communication
Institute, and is a follow-up to the
1973 survey, which resulted in pub-
lication of The Pacific Islands
Press A Directory by the Univer-
sity Press of Hawaii.

The new directory will include
broadcasting and other forms of
communication, and several articles
on communication in the Pacific.

Newspaper editors who have not
received a census form are asked to
write to Richstad at the Communica-
tion Institute, East-West Center,
Honolulu, Hawaii 96822, for a form.
Those who have received a form but
haven't sent it back, are asked to
do so soon.

The census on publications

d broadcasting survey
will gather information on staff,
publication frequency, number of
pages per issue, day of publication,
printing equipment, special issues,
advertising rates, news services,
and so forth.

Broadcasters will be asked to
provide information on staff, pro-
gramming, hours, advertising, news
services, etc.

The new communication directory
will be the most complete listing
of Island media ever put together.

Contributors to the September
1976 issue of the Pacific Islands
Communication Newsletter include
Ian Johnstone, TV One, New Zealand,
on broadcasting changes in New
Zealand; Lasarus Vusoniwailala,
degree scholar at the East-West
Center, from Fiji, on tourism in
the Pacific; Floyd Takeuchi, degree
scholar at EWC, from Honolulu and
Saipan; Michael Anderson, degree
scholar at EWC, from Minnesota;
Sandy Lee, degree scholar at EWC,
from Hong Kong.






NEW MAGAZINE WILL COVER AMERICAN PACIFIC
A new quarterly magazine called

The American Pacific came out with
its first issue in early August.
Editor/Publisher A. Bruce Jensen,
Jr., said in his opening issue that
the Honolulu-based magazine will
cover the "rapid changes" taking
place in the "political, economic
and social sectors" of the "American
Pacific."

Sherry O'Sullivan, former edi-
tor and publisher of the American
Samoa Underground Press is associ-
ate editor of the publication.

The first issue contains arti-
cles on the Pacific Area Travel Ser-
vice (Pats), boat building in
Majuro, Hawaiian Jesse Kuhaulua and
his career in Japanese Sumo wres-
tling, octopus fishing and sports
fishing.

Departments include Guide to
Pacific Fishing, Transportation,
Business News, Classified Advertis-

The

ing, South Seas frader and Passport
to the Pacific Islands as well as
News Briefs.

Islands listed on the cover
include Guam, Hawaii, Kusaie,
Mariana Islands, Marshall Islands,
Palua Islands, Ponape, Samoa, Truk
and Yap.

Contributions of articles and

n

TRUK YAP

photographs can be submitted to the
editor. Subscriptions are $5 a
year in U.S. postal zones, $8 for
foreign subscriptions. Individual
copies are listed at $1.25. Adver-
tising rates can be obtained from
the magazine offices, located at
1541 South Beretania Street, Room
304, Honolulu, Hawaii 96814, U.S.A.
Editorials and subscriptions are
handled there, too.

Action of next century to be in Asia and Pacific, predicts editor
(continued from page 1)

way to understand the area.

One step toward American edi-
tors' better understanding of the
Pacific Islands will be the ASNE
convention in May 1977 to be held
in Honolulu.

"It will provide an Asia-
Pacific oriented convention for
most American editors," Chaplin
said. "A substantial segment of
the convention will be on Asia and
Pacific."

CONVENTION

Chaplin added that some of the
editors are already planning on vis-
iting some of the Pacific Islands
after the convention.

Chaplin sees the role of Ameri-
can editors in helping the develop-
ment of the Pacific Island press as

International phone exchange opens in Raratonga
Raratonga's residents can now

ring the outer islands, New Zealand
and other Pacific islands from home
instead of going to the old interna-
tional Telephone Exchange in
Avarua. The old exchange which was
installed in 1968 on a six-month
"temporary" basis finally ceased

operation last May.

The new International Exchange
was given under the New Zealand Aid
Scheme and consists of two telephone
circuits to New Zealand and four
circuits to Outer Islands and other
Pacific countries, and ships at sea.

primarily to provide training pro-
grams for potential journalists.

He thinks existing programs
like the Jefferson Fellows, Nieman
Fellows and the Gannett Fellows
can help Pacific Island journalists.

He also hopes that universities
can organize short-term workshops
and seminars for Pacific journal-
ists.

But Chaplin stressed the train-
ing in terms of principles of re-
sponsible journalism (which he
interprets Western-style journalism
as). He believes that responsible
journalism "is good in anywhere."

"I see a parallel in the opera-
tion of newspapers in Western coun-
tries and the Pacific in terms of
responsible journalism, only the
resources available are different,"
he said.

RESPONSIBLE
Responsible journalism is espe-

cially needed for developing coun-
tries like those in the Pacific,
which often have highly personalised
tendencies.

Chaplin added that Hawaii is
an appropriate place for training
Pacific journalists.

George Chaplin
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NZ BROADCASTING FACES SWITCH TO MONOPOLY
(continued from page 1)
to the remote farmers and townsfolk
of a remote country.

In 1961, when television trans-
missions were beginning in the four
main centres, the New Zealand Gov-
ernment followed the example of most
other Commonwealth countries, and
created the New Zealand Broadcasting
Corporation, a board of Government
appointees, responsible to the
Minister of Broadcasting for running
the country's broadcast services.

The model, of course, was the
BBC. and the underlying idea was

in 1972, commissioned a report on
the best way of breaking up the
Corporation. It would be unfair
to suggest that narrow political
motives were the only cause of the
new Government's desire to dismem-
ber the old Corporation.

Labour was opposed to private
commercial control of the second
television channel which was being
introduced, and it saw great cul-
tural and social benefit in compe-
tition. Above all, perhaps, it
saw broadcasting as a hitherto
under-used asset in the promotion
of a New Zealand sense of identity,

that broadcast services should be	 and the encouragement of New Zealand
run on behalf of the people as a	 artists and writers and performers,
whole not just as an agency of	 and it sought a way to develop the

'The 10 years of the NZBC was marked

by battles between broadcasters and politicians
the Gönntoir the day. It's a	 asset in the interests of the coun-
sensible scheme, putting control of	 try as a whole.
powerful media at some distance
from politicians and profiteers,		So, in 1975, the NZBC disap-
and, all things being equal, en-	 peared, replaced by what seemed at
suring that the people have access	 the time a rather cumbersome system4,, 4mnv.ti.i	 n,1 authoritative news	 ".	 -

to make fedules truly complemen-
tary, difficulties in raising and
controlling money) began to show
through. But, by the end of the
year, audiences and broadcasters
seemed to be enjoying the experi-
ence.

Also at the end of the year
came the 1975 elections, and the New
Zealand voters reversed their 1972
choice, putting Labour out and Na-
tional back in, with a big majority.
Reorganisation of broadcasting had
not been a major election issue,
but there was no doubt that National
politicians had smarted, in Opposi-
tion, under what they saw as a prod-
igal broadcasting system, which
allowed broadcasters freedom almost
amounting to licence, and wasted the
country's scarce resources on unnec-
essarily duplicated services. So
the new Government, in its turn,
appointed a committee to put things
right again, and there we were, in
August 1976, awaiting the second
reorganisation of New Zealand's
broadcasting system inside 18
months.

UI public bodies. ne Broadcasting		The man in charge of this re-and a selection of programme mate-	 Council was given responsibility	 organisation is Hugh Templeton,rial to inform and entertain.	 for all radio and t1

For a decade, the NZBC met its
duties efficiently, if somewhat

prosaically. With the considerable
revenue its monopoly control of ra-
dio and television allowed it to
collect from commercial advertisers,
the NZBC set up an efficient tele-
vision transmission network, and
began to build facilities for local
production. That simple explanation
ignores the fact that the 10 years
of the NZBC was marked by a number
of battles between broadcasters and
politicians, and attempts by private
commercial interests to gain control
of at least part of the lucrative
running of the television system.
But it was the political battles
which were to have the greatest
effect.

As the NZBC became more of a
power in the land, politicians be-
came increasingly suspicious of it.
The Labour Party, out of office
throughout the 60s, came to regard
the monopoly Corporation as at best
a bureaucratic monster supporting
the status quo, and at worst a
biddable agent for the Government,
doing its best to keep Labour out of
office.

So there was no great surprise
--though there was certainly some
dismay within the NZBC--when the
Labour Government of the late Norman
Kirk, elected with a big majority		

civil servant turned politician,mission, and general surveillance	 first holder of the re-created Cab-of programme standards. Radio New	 met Post of Minister of Broadcast-
Zealand was to run the national	 ing. Templeton says he doesn'tradio system, complemented by pri-	 want to turn the Labour Government's
vately run stations in the main	 system upside down, but he does
centres; Television One took over	 want a simpler system; above all,
the existing television network;	 he wants one which will allow better
Television Two, with Headquarters	 economic control and management.in Auckland, would run the new, but	 The three-Corporation system has
not yet complete second television	 had money problems. All three Cor-
channel. The boards, with Chairmen	 porations have been keen to expand,also members of the Council would	 but only Tel vision One has made

'Television	 news services have come in
for heavy criticism from the new Government'

report to ariianent, and the Mm-	 enough profit to meet its capital
ister of Broadcasting would be no	 expansion programme; the others
more. The television system was	 have had to borrow from the public
unique--its two services were to be	 purse. The new government wants to

competing, yet complementary, pub-	 reduce that borrowing, and rational-

licly owned and directed, yet corn-	 ise the money flow amongst the three

mercially responsive and largely	 services.
I itueperiucri I

For broadcasters, the system
had a.great deal to offer--encour-

agement of local production, the

chance to work for more than one

employer, the chance to compete,
channel against channel, newsman

against newsman, programme against
programme. After a somewhat shaky
start in mid-1975, the strengths
(more and better local programmes,
a more audience-responsive programme
policy) and the weaknesses (failure

Television news services have
come in for some heavy criticism
from the new Government. While
there's nothing particularly unusual
in politicians believing that tele-
vision newsmen want to dig out and
broadcast only the bad news about
them, the dissatisfaction of Mr.
Templeton and his Cabinet colleagues
has been exacerbated because of
what they believe to be a wasteful

(continued page 7)






By Lasarusa Vusoniwailala

In the foreword to the 1961
edition of his book The Pacific Is-
lands, Douglas Oliver said, One
would think that any region as
overexposed to literary and cine-
matic cliches would inevitably dis-
appoint in reality. But the
extraordinary thing about the
Pacific is how it exceeds its expec-
tation and charm. Indeed from one
point of view, this is its danger
in the immediate future, for as a
modern communication and travel fa-
cilities improve, more and more of
these lovely spots may be inundated
by the tourism that destroys what
attracts it."

In our quest for economic
development many of the islands who
are not blessed with natural re-
sources look on tourism as the most
likely industry to entice investors
for later foreign exchange, for
later still eventual' economic
development toward a "better living
standard" (whatever that may mean).
Unfortunately, tourism thus far
has tended to aggravate human rela-
tions rather than facilitate cul-
tural understanding, so that the
'eventually" that is reached is a
situation of an undesirable image
of a place and people which visitors
find objectionable. And when this
position is reached for a group of
island nations who offer nothing
more than the natural beauties of
the landscape and the charms of the
people, there is not much else to
sell.

I have above said "unfortu-
nately tourism aggravates human
relations" because personally I see
in tourism the potential for a pos-
itive link between the different
peoples of the world. Although
communication technology is shrink-
ing the world into a "global vil-
lage," meaningful intercultural com-
munication--for better world
understanding and harmony--can only
come about via cultural empathy,

Tourism is turning sour - and the
middlemen robbers' are to blame

which may only be realized through
person-to-person interaction than
by any technological means so far
envisaged by man. (We cannot dis-
miss man's ingenuity, but just now
we talk in the context of "thus
far.')

When we consider the improving
communication facilities and in-
crease in commuting statistics, it
is perhaps a blessing that the in-
dustry has taken on impersonal
depth, otherwise the human senses
would have rejected person-to-person
interaction through psycho-cultural
shock. Then, again, the nature of
the tourism industry--as business
concerns--to work mostly on economic
principles, and functioning on a
global network of multi-national
travel corporations, has left many
hosts with a sense of being the
losers. While they toil, and smile
some others reap the benefits, and
what is even negative is that the
beneficiaries are seldom the guests
(when the exchange takes on an un-
balanced table) but the middlemen,
who eventually rob the visitors and
the visited alike of their just
share of what in fact is their
human-cultural due.

A sour host makes life unpleas-
ant and unfulfilling for a visitor,
in time, money and worth. It is
only hoped that we will be able to
evolve a meaningful way of world
commuting, of taking advantage of
modern travel facilities to enhance
human communication, in which the
interaction may both be culturally
fulfilling as well as economically
rewarding for the chief players.
Tourism does not need to be nega-
tive.

How can tourism take on a pos-
itive connotation in cultural com-
munication? Everywhere tourism has
been introduced it has tended to
sink into a climate of antagonism

COMMERCIAL SATELLITE STATION OPENS IN FIJI
In a three-nation link, Fiji's

Governor-General, Ratu Sir George
Cakobau, recently opened Fiji's new
satellite earth station in Wailoku,
on the suburbs of Suva. The first
official call was a conversation
between the Governor-Generals of
the three countries, Sir Dennis
Blundel of New Zealand, Sir John
Kerr of Australia, and Ratu Sir
George.

This is not the first satellite
station for Fiji. The $3000 ground

station at the USP links with
PEACESAT for educational broadcasts.
The new conmierical station, which
cost $6 million, is owned by the
Cable & Wireless Ltd. It will
enhance traffic inside the Fiji-
New Zealand-Australia triangle.
Apart from facilitating telephone
and telex signals, the 105-foot dish
station has provision for television
circuits in preparation for the time
when Fiji decides on television.

on the part of the guests and antip-
athy on the part of the hosts....
Europe, Caribbean and now the
emerging discontent of Pacific tour-
ism.

One way of looking at the prob-
lem is from the psychology of inter-
action. A human organism can endure
only so much degree of exposure, so
much intensity of interaction before
its sensitivity is pinched and the
nerves cry out for privacy. This
is one possible reason--whereas an
isolated tribe is always character-
ized by its charm and friendliness
(especially passive to outsiders of
superior technology) continual expo-
sure brings about a change in the
behaviors of the visited; sometimes
an aggressive reaction (for those
who feel their privacy intruded) or
apathy, indifference and possible
cultural destruction for those who
feel caged in human zoos.

When the daily, which is a mem-
ber of the Gannett newspapers, went
back to print, heavy coverage of the
storm's aftermath dominated the pa-
per for two weeks.

Another angle of perception is
from the economics of the industry.
Whereas the interaction between
guest and host was an informal per-
sonal experience, today it is a
structured industry around the sci-
ence of economics, a discipline
which revolves around the premise
that a function should only be con-
doned, tolerated or allowed to sur-
vive if it shows profit. Whereas
the guest-host dyad was psychologi-
cally satisfying plus whatever
material rewards the exchange may
realize, the economic ventures
which has made tourism what it is
today has depersonalized what was,
and can be, a culturally enriching
experience.

STORMY TIME FOR PAPER
Natural disasters such as hur-

ricanes, earthquakes and tidal waves
are major news items whenever they
occur. They are also news breakers
and disrupt communication wherever
they strike.

Guam recently experienced this
in the case of Typhoon Pamela.
Whereas the outside world heard of
its rage (while communication with
the island was still possible) there
was little distributed news on Guam
when Pamela closed down The Pacific
Daily News for two days in May.






COOK BROADCASTING AND NEWS FACES CRISIS
(continued from page
all Ministries and government agen-
cies must try to pay their own way.
For the CIBNC, which has a projected
deficit of over NZ$10,000 for the
coming fiscal year, escalating
printing costs and inadequate adver-
tising revenues will seriously ham-
per the effort. Drollet estimates
that printing costs alone will total
$46,000 for 1976. Subscriptions
for the daily Cook Islands News and
weekly Photo News bring in $14,000
and advertising another $22,000.
The $10,000 deficit does not include
staff salaries.

CIBNC houses the two govern-
ment newspapers and One-ZC, the only
radio station in the Cook Islands.
'Our plan,' says Drollet, 'is to
have the radio station cover the
losses of the newspapers.'

The pressure to become self-
supporting has led CIBNC to take
what might be termed "drastic" mea-
sures in its advertising policies.
In the past, pressures from reli-
gious leaders on Rarotonga prevented
either the newspapers or One-ZC from
mentioning 'cigarettes" or "beer"
in any ad.

Consequently, when New
Zealand's Leopard Beer became in-
terested in purchasing $4,000 worth
of ads in 1971, church leaders
stepped in and prevented any of the
ads from mentioning that Leopard was
a beer. CIBNC lost that contract.

Five years later, while "beer"
has not entered the air waves, one
can hear jingles for "Rothman's
cigarettes, they satisfy:" Drollet
says he is trying to interest
Leopard in another contract.

"We just cannot pick and choose
what we are going to advertise,"
states Drollet. It is quite clear
that the traditional "restraints"
are giving way to economic neces-
sity.

One-ZC has the potential to
become self-supporting by next
April, primarily because the equip-
ment and the small staff do not
require any unusual expenditures.

Advertisers, local and New
Zealand, appear willing to buy radio
time. An automobile dealer, for
example, sponsors a five-minute im-
ported program.

Perhaps the greatest difficulty
CIBNC will have in convincing ad-

Michael Drollet

A

(right) and assistant

vertisers to purchase air time or
column inches is the fact that
Rarotonga is small. The "shopping
district" in Avarua, where the
government offices are located, is
located on the main road in one
small cluster.

There are only so many stores
to shop from, and with the exception
of the duty free merchandise,
there are only so many things to
buy.

In addition to the problem of
size, the newspapers face a low
readership. The total press run
for each paper is about iJIDO, and

the daily Cook Islands News circu-
lates fewer than that on Rarotonga
itself. Of course, as with other
areas in the Pacific, one newspaper
will pass through many hands before
it is used to wrap fish or pack
bananas.

Attempts to service the outer
islands in the Cooks have been spot-
ty. Aitutaki, which has daily air
service from Rarotonga, lacks
dealers. The other islands, which
are serviced on an irregular basis
by ship, do not have the opportunity
to receive a newspaper. In fact,
Drollet feels that if CIBNC can
serve these other islands, it will
only be by sending them bound back
issues of either the daily News or
the Photo News.

"Hard" news is probably the
most read feature of the Cook
Islands News estimates Drollet,
followed by ads, the classified
news and the photographs.

The weekly Photo News appeared
in early 1975, shortly after the
opposition Weekender began publish-
ing. When asked if the Photo News
was brought out in response to the
Weekender Drollet said that the
paper had been in the planning
stages since 1972.

The weekly is now totally de-
voted to serving tourists to the
Cooks. After a haitus caused by a
lack of printing equipment, the
Photo News reappeared earlier this
year without its political column
by "Poly-tic."

Originally, the government was
going to issue a pictorial aimed at
village life. A previous attempt
to publish a pictorial occurred in
the late 1950s. However, according
to Drollet, when the government
reorganized itself in 1973, the
idea was put aside.

The Weekender, which was not
publishing here in early July, is
the first private press to publish
in the Cooks. It is published by
the opposition Democratic Party
headed by Dr. Tom Davis.

An assistant editor at work

Drollet says that the two
CIBNC papers have a good working
relationship with other government
departments. "We are given freedom
of the press," he says. Drollet
adds, however, that the press free-
dom they work with is not as "ex-
tensive" as the opposition
newspaper.






By Michael Anderson

Ron J. Liddle, a 30-year-old
Australian of Aboriginal descent,
has a dream that he hopes to share
with some of his forgotten' peo-
ple.

The dream, which he expects to
come true by 1979, is to establish
Australia's first Aboriginal radio
station. He has been busy recently
drumming up support for the project
and at the same time developing his
own broadcasting skills.

Liddle discussed his plans
while in Honolulu in June for a
conference sponsored by the Commu-
nication Institute.

ESTABLISHED
Liddles goal in life is to

develop an FM Aboriginal station
that will serve some 23,000 inland
Aboriginals over a 500-mile radius
within the country's remote Northern
Territory. His plan is to have the
station operated entirely by indig-
enous people.

The station is expected to
be established in the cattle station
town of Alice Springs, about 1,000
miles south of Darwin. The commu-
nity's 14,000 residents--including

He's trying to make his dream come true -

Australia's first Aboriginal radio station
about 1,000 Aboriginals--are served
by one commercial station, but
Liddle said its programs are in
English and consist mainly of music
and advertising.

Liddle said the Aboriginals,
too often forgotten, need a station
in their own languages that will
air music, news, education, and
'talk-back" programs to meet the
special needs of people who have
long been at the lowest socio-eco-
nomic level of Australian society.
(Aboriginals total about 150,000
people out of a population of about
13 million Australians.)

Many of the indigenous people
continue to live semi-nomadic lives
in the Outback,' he said, and most
of their information is "second-hand
stuff" or at best comes from
English-language sources that are
not always understood.

Australia. He is fluent in three
Aboriginal languages--Pitjinjurra,
Luritja and Aranda--and is familiar
with five others.

IDENTIFICATION
The Aboriginals often have

cultural identification and adjust-
ment problems when they move into
more permanent, less rural settings
and "try to find out what their big,
bad world is coming to," he said.

The proposed station would pay
particular attention to the needs

of children, who Liddle explained
are often "taken away from the land
of their forefathers and moved by
force into settlements or government
reservations" by welfare agents and
missionaries. Many become disil-
lusioned and drop out of school and
have to depend on government hand-
outs or casual labor.

Liddle has experienced Aborig-
inal communication problems first-
hand. A member of the Aranda tribe,
he has spent most of the past 15
years working in remote areas of
the Northern Territory and Western

MONOPOLY CONTROL FOR NZ BROADCASTING?
(continued from page 4)	 ment one ought to expect of a

duplication of news staff, coverage,
Government recently returned to

and air time.	 power with a big majority.

New Zealand is a small country,
and the appearance of two film cam-
era crews at Ministerial Press con-
ferences, ceremonial bridge
openings, and more significant news
events has been cited by economy-
conscious politicians as an illus-
tration of unnecessary duplication
of news gathering. The benefits to
the viewer have not been highly
rated.

On the basis of such consider-
ations, the present proposal is for
a return to monopoly control of
broadcasting. The three services
will continue, but all will be
controlled by a "phoenix" NZBC,
which will allocate funds, and gen-
erally direct the services in the
public interest. The legislation
is expected to be presented to
Parliament within the next three
or four months.

So far, there's been little
public discussion, for the proposals
seem to be regarded by most New
Zealanders as relatively insignif-
icant, merely the sort of readjust-

For television broadcasters,
however, the return to monopoly
control is far from insignificant.
In their brief period of indepen-
dence, they've made more and better
programmes than under the old NZBC.
Television One and Two are each
"leaner" than the NZBC, spending
money and energy on programme
making, rather than on bureaucratic
hierarchies, and, most importantly,
they have hunted for viewers,
anxious to better the programmes
offered by their competitor.

Perhaps it was just too much
to expect that the politicians
would leave broadcasting alone after
18 months of an exciting and unique
experiment. Maybe the best of what
has been learned can be salvaged in
the reorganisation. Certainly the
optimists and the pragmatists are
hoping so, but most television
broadcasters are now resigned to
the fact that New Zealand, the
first democratic country to revert
to monopoly control from the more
mature position of diverse control,
is about to take a step backward
in broadcasting.

In the interview for P1CM,
Liddle said he is convinced that
radio communication can be an in-
valuable tool in helping the younger
generation gain knowledge about
modern life and become better

equipped to face the inevitable

changes in their traditions.

The Department of Aboriginal
Affairs has contributed A$lO,000
to help start the station, Liddle

explained, and the Australian
Broadcasting Commission in Sydney
has offered to help train Aborig-
inals interested in broadcasting
careers.

INDIGENOUS MODEL
If the Alice Springs experiment

succeeds, Liddle said, it could
serve as a model for indigenous
communications operations in other
parts of the country and could lead
to the development of a training
school where Aboriginals could de-
velo communication skills.

Liddle recently received an
overseas study award from the
Australian Government to add to
his own broadcasting expertise.
His travel program in the next few
months will take him to Britain,
the United States, and Canada, in-
cluding Edmonton where he was
looking forward to observing North
American Indian broadcasting opera-
tions.

Ron J. Liddle can be reached
at the Australia Department of
Education, P. 0. Box 826, Woden,
A.C.T. 2606, Canberra, Australia.






FLOW OF NEWS STUDY

SHORT TAKES: PRESS

New publications WRITER WINS AWARD
Two new publications of

interest in the Pacific Islands are
now available through the Communi-
cation Institute and University of
Hawaii.

Communication in the Pacific
edited by Daniel Lerner and Jim
Richstad, is a compilation of papers
from the 1975 Communication in the
Pacific Conference at the East-West
Center. The papers, focusing on
communication and change in the
Pacific, are presented in three
sections: traditional communication
modes, political and social changes,
and the role of modern media in
these changes. Specific topics
include traditional song and dances
and other means of interchange,
including warfare; population,
linguistic and political profiles
of the islands, and modern media
such as newspapers, broadcasting,
news flow in the Pacific and the
PEACESAT radio satellite system.
Authors include Douglas Oliver,
Adrienne Kaeppler, Barbara Smith,
Peter Pine, Donald Topping,
Norman Meller, Jim Richstad, L. 8.
Usher, and Ian Johnstone. Copies
are available without charge from
the Communication Institute.

Policy Dialog on the Right of
Everyone in Hawaii to Communicate
edited by L. S. Harms, Jim Richstad,
Bruce Barnes and Kathleen A. Kiel,
is a report for the Hawaii Committee
for the Humanities on a series of
Right to Communicate workshops held
in spring 1976 on the Hawaii islands
of Kauai, Oahu, Maui and Hawaii.
The project was designed to test
ways of engaging community members
in dialog about their concerns over
communication rights. The report
notes that concerns on each island
differed. One, for example, showed
great concern over communication
between new immigrants from the
Philippines and local residents,
another over access to the public
media of broadcasting and newspa-
pers, another over the potential of
cable television. The project was
intended to help develop prototype
dialog models. Single copies are
available without charge from L. S.
Harms, Social Sciences & Linguistics
Institute, Porteus Hall 704, Univer-
sity of Hawaii, Honolulu, Hawaii
96822, U.S.A.

Melvin Goo, editorial writer
for the Honolulu Advertiser, is among
13 awardees in this year's Nieman
Fellowship. The Luius W. Nieman
Foundation for Journalists at
Harvard University is reputed to be
the highest academic award in Ameri-
can journalism. Goo will study na-
tional and international politics
at Harvard for nine months, begin-
ning this September.

PINA IN HONOLULU?

A meeting of the Pacific Is-
lands News Association in Honolulu
in May 1977--at the same time as
the American Society of Newspaper
Editors convention--has been pro-
posed. Members of the Organizing
Committee of PINA have been asked
to consider such a meeting. George
Chaplin said Pacific Island editors
could be 'official guests" at the
ASNE meeting. Persons interested
in such a meeting should contact
L. G. Usher, Organizing Director,
PINA, Private Bag, Raiwaqa, Suva,
Fiji.

Moses in Australia
John Moses, editor-in-chief

of the Fiji Times was preparing
to leave Fiji in late July as his
contract neared its end. Moses
planned to return to Australia, for
work in either Sydney or Melbourne.

Vijendra Kumar was appointed
acting editor of the Times.

REPORTER FILES SUIT
A former KITV news reporter

filed a suit in Honolulu's Federal
Court in June, contending he was
fired from the station solely be-
cause of his age and race. Donald
E. Baker contended that the station
switched its news format, empha-
sizing youth and non-Caucasians,
and that he consequently was fired.

KITV News Director Stewart
Cheifet said the charge "is not
true.' The story was reported in
the Honolulu Advertiser.

Research questions for a Flow
of the News and Information study in
the Pacific Islands were examined
September 15-18 at the Communication
Institute at the East-West Center in
Honolulu.

Eight journalists and scholars
met with Institute staff members to
plan the first comprehensive study
of the flow of information in the
news media of the Pacific Islands,
and the flow back and forth between
Island media and Pacific Rim coun-
try media.

Participants included: Thomas
Bnislin, manager, Cablecasting, Guam
Cable TV System; Faalogo Pito Faalo-
go, editor, Samoa Times Western Sa-
moa; Peter McMechan, Director, Ex-
tension Services, University of the
South Pacific, Suva, Fiji; Stuart
Inder, publisher, Pacific Islands
Monthly Sydney, Australia; SumFko
Iwao, professor, Institute for Com-
munication Research, Keio Universi-
ty, Tokyo, Japan; Robert L. Jones,
Director, School of Journalism and
Mass Communication, University of
Minnesota; Grant Noble, senior re-
search psychologist, Department of
Education, Monash University, Clay-
ton, Australia; and Ovia Toua, de-
puty chairman, National Broadcast-
ing Commission, Port Moresby, Papua
New Guinea. EWCI Director Jack
Lyle and Researchers Wilbur Schramm
and Jim Richstad participated for
the Institute.

Usher training report
L.G. Usher, organizing director

of the Pacific Islands News Associa-
tion (PICN), was to give a paper on
journalist training requirements and
conditions in the Pacific Islands at
the Conference on International Ex-
change and Training of Journalists
October 18-22 at the Communication
Institute, East-West Center.

Representatives from study
and training programs from Japan,
the Philippines, India, Indonesia
and the United States will present
other papers, as well as partici-
pants from the International Insti-
tute for Journalism in Berlin and
the Thomson Foundation London In-
ternational Press Center.

The Norfolk Island News
switched from weekly to monthly
publication early in 1976. The
newspaper was founded in May 1975.
Cost has been set at 50 cents a
copy. Reasons for the change in-
volved rising costs on Norfolk and
the near-doubling of postage rates
for overseas subscribers.






Students want to
hear commercials

The majority of high school
students in Papua New Guinea favor
the introduction of commercials on
the National Broadcasting Commission
(NBC) radio service, although one
quarter of them do not fully under-
stand what radio commercials are.

A survey conducted by Grant
Noble and John Morea of the Public
Services Commission on high school
students attitude toward radio
advertising shows that 73% of the
respondents agreed that there
should be advertising on the NBC.

In the same survey, questions
of respondents comprehension were
asked, and a quarter of them failed
to understand fully the nature and
paid purpose of radio advertising.
A majority of those aware of the
nature of advertising stressed the
information aspect of advertising.
Less than 10% mentioned negative
aspects of advertising such as ad-
vertisement will interfere with
programmes' and 'only the rich will
benefit from advertising."

Students favoring advertising
perceived that advertising should
provide facts on jobs, products
services and their location.

Some of the students percep-
tion of advertising also reflect
glimpses of the situation of Papua
New Guinea. Heading the list of
what should be advertised are

'positions vacant," which reflect
the current economic climate, and
'houses," which reflect Moresby's
accommodation problems. Some stu-
dents opposed the advertisement of
"land for sale,' reflecting their
very strong attitudes to land own-
ership held by Papua New Guineans.

RADIO SERVICE BACK
Radio New Zealand was to resume

its external service in June after
it was dropped for a month.

An article in the June 3, 1976
Cook Islands News said that the
restoration was announced by Hugh
Templeton, NZ Minister of Broad-
casting. Templeton said the move
came after representations from
listeners to the shortwave broad-
casts in the Pacific, Australia and
Antarctic.

The restored service was to re-
broadcast the Domestic National pro-

SHORT TAKES: ELECTRIC MEDIA

gram, however, and not the special	 effort.
programs as before. The National
service will be supplemented with
special sports programs on the week-
ends.

MORE SPORT ON TV
More sports and special events

programing was forecast by televi-
sion station managers in Hawaii in
July when a reduction in satellite
rates took effect.

The cost for a half-hour trans-
mission from the U.S. Mainland to
Hawaii via satellite dropped from
$1,870 to $500. The reduction is
partly due to switching from the
international system to the new
COMSTAR domestic satellite system.
Hawaii is often treated as an in-
ternational entity rather than a
domestic one as far as telecommuni-
cations rates and regulations are
concerned. The State vigorously
has been seeking a change in this
status--with resulting lower
charges--for some time.

Use of standby telephone
transponders is another reason for
the one-third reduction in cost.

NEW PEACESAT LINK

The University of California
at Santa Cruz Research Center for
Pacific Island Studies was expected
to establish a PEACESAT terminal
and begin technical tests in late
summer. Discussions are also under-
way for possible participation by
the Australia National University
in Canberra.

PEACESAT (Pan Pacific Education
and Communications Experiments by
Satellite) is an experimental proj-
ect initiated by Dr. John Bystrom
of the University of Hawaii in 1969.
Currently twelve Pacific Basin
nations are involved in this unique
international two-way communication

The experimental activities
are referred to as "exchanges" and
emphasize the information sharing
aspect of the project. Some recent
exchanges have included: Sea Turtle
research and tagging, Assessing
training needs among management
education associations, Regional
review of family planning needs and
views, Papaya Growing and Processing
Techniques, Nursing Education-New
Drugs and their Effects, Skipjack
Tuna Management, Community Develop-
ment in Rural Areas for Social Wel-
fare programs, Island Legends as
researched by High School Students,
and Biogas Digestors as Energy
Sources.

These exchanges involve local
participants at various locations
and are representative of the many
types of useful dialogues held
over the experimental sys.tem.

Sione T. Fusimalohi, new man-
ager of the Tonga Broadcasting
Commission, plans to attend the
Commonwealth Broadcasting Associa-
tion Conference September 25 in
Singapore and go on to the Asian
Broadcasting Union conference in
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. Fusimalohi
plans to return to Tonga in late
October.

A transcript of the Electric
Pacific program (see June 1976
PICN) is now available from Radio
New Zealand. The report includes a
list of participants and places in-
volved in the activity, as well as
a full transcript of the actual
three-hour Pacific-wide exchange
on April 4. The report is 29 pages.

One of the best new sources of
information about communication in
the Pacific is the transmitter, the
monthly magazine of the National
Broadcasting Commission of Papua
New Guinea. Coleman Moni is editor.

BROADCAST TRAINING CENTRE FOR SAMOA
Members of the Broadcasting Training Centre in Apia, Western Samoa

preparing programs useful to Samoan villagers. Thirteen young Samoans
are taking the two-year course, a UNDP project, executed by UNESCO to
train them in all aspects of radio program production to reinforce
Western Samoa's development efforts--Photo from UNESCO-UNDP Broadcasting
Training Project P 0 Box 200 Apia
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YAP NEEDS A NEWSPAPER

By Ben Ruan

In Yap Education News

May 1976

During a recent trip to Guam,
I was able to get first-hand infor-
mation on the reaction of Yapese
students about this newspaper. All
were grateful for the chance to
receive some information of what is

happening on this pebble.

Most of the students express
concern that the YEN is too re-
stricted in its coverage. Realizing
that this is strictly an education
function, the students said they
wanted to see a private Yapese news-

paper covering areas not limited
to education. Which brings up a

point that has been tossed around
for years. Yap should have its
own independent newspaper.

Study in cinema status
Floyd Takeuchi, a student at

the University of Hawaii and a de-

gree scholar at the Communication
Institute, is in the midst of a

five-month study of the status of

cinema in the Pacific Islands.

Takeuchi started with field

visits to American Samoa, Western
Samoa, Tahiti, the Cook Islands,

Fiji, New Caledonia, the Solomon
Islands, Papua New Guinea,
Australia, New Zealand and the is-

lands of Micronesia.

Takeuchi is looking at the

distribution patterns of movies in
the Pacific, country of origin, the

kinds of films being screened,
theater and projection facilities,
the existence of local cinema con-
trol boards, local film production
and a number of other matters. He

expects to complete his field work
about the end of October.

Press bibliography soon
The Bibliography of Mass Commu-

nication and the Press in the
Pacific Islands is in its final

stages, with sections now undergoing
final in-country review. The bib-

liography, compiled by Jim Richstad
and Michael McMillan, has been ac-

cepted for publication by the Uni-

versity Press of Hawaii. It is

expected to be published by mid-
1977.

The first independent Yap
newspaper federally funded, was
MOGETHIN--short-lived, but needed.
Then, due to local political pres-
sure, the paper folded. Another
attempt was made with a smaller-
sized newspaper. That, too, folded.
Until now, there has been no other

attempt for an independent newspa-
per.

The history of Yap newspapers
presents a pattern: it is easy to
start a paper; keeping it in oper-
ation isn't. Papers are easy to
start here since enthusiasm is
present at the beginning. Then as
the idea of the hard work sets in,
enthusiasm loses out. A few commit-
ted persons remain, but these work
only part-time: they have regular
government jobs. Which leads us to
the biggest problem facing a Yap
newspaper: staffing.

Working on a newspaper, espe-
cially if it is starting, is a non-
paying deal. It all has to be

voluntary work. With sufficient
commitment, a Yap paper can be
started and kept running, though.
Here's how:

Initial funding can come from
several sources: staff members'
contributions, bank loans, or prob-
ably EDLF. Initial funding does not
have to be great. Enough funds to
cover materials and supplies ex-
penses for two issues is sufficient.
Both local and outside advertising
is easily acquired and should cover

HERE'S HOW

expenses plus a few cents profit
per issue.

Commitment has to be there to

keep the operation going, however.
Commitment to know that you cant
realize a big profit on the first

few issues. Commitment to know

that a few cents profit this issue

and a few cents next issue will
lead to a few dollars. But most
of all, commitment to the idea that

you are doing a vital service for
the people on this pebble. In this

day of serious political happenings
in Micronesia an information medium
unhindered by government restric-
tions and propaganda is needed.

For a private independent pa-
per to work, a staff of five is
the minimum viable one. Any number
less than that will result in the

paper folding after a couple of
issues. The vital areas in a local

newspaper are THE WRITERS and RE-
PORTERS. Mechanical and production
work follow next with advertising
last but not least.

A good portion of the local

people is interested in a Yap news-

paper. While the interest in a

local paper is high, the commitment
to work is practically nonexistent.
The probable reason is laziness.
Several groups have attempted to
start a paper but for reasons not

yet apparent have dissolved.

Any volunteers?

A STUDY ON RASCALS AND COMICS IN PNG
Effects of Comic Books and Picture

Going on Deviant Behaviour in

Papua New Guinea: A Preliminary
Survey. Grant Noble and John Morea

--Psychological Services, Public
Services Commission. July 1976.
26 pages.

Study looks at the amount and

type of comics and films for which
90 fifteen-year-old high school
students were audiences. Boys went
to the cinema an average of 26 times
a year while girls went 9 times a

year. Boys, moreover, preferred
more violent films than girls.
While both boys and girls read a
comic on the average every other

day, boys again preferred more vio-
lent comics relative to girls.

Pupils were divided into

groups of more and less naughty!
rascally boys and girls on the basis

of the number of times their fellow

pupils mentioned their names on a
socio-metric questionnaire. More

rascally/naughty boys and girls did
not (a) read more comics, (b) go
to the pictures more often, (c)
prefer more violent films and (d)
imitate film stars more often than
less rascally/naughty boys and

girls.

The only significant differ-
ences between groups were that more

rascally boys preferred more violent
comics than less rascally boys, and

that more naughty girls imitated
comic book people more often than
less naughty girls. Results suggest
that mass media violence has little
influence in Papua New Guinea and
that it is because children are

already violent that they seek out
violent mass media.
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