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given the complexity of the country
and the many hurdles the new govern
ment had to overcome, 1993 may be
regarded as a year of preparation for
the Hilly government to start with a
clean slate in 1994.
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VANUATU

Maxime Carlot Korman's government
retained office during 1993, despite ten
sions between the coalition partners,
Korman's Union of Moderate Parties
(UMP) and the National United Party
(NUP). These tensions, combined with
those within the coalition parties,
repeatedly distracted attention from
problems of economic management
and development.

Prime Minister Korman began the
year with a ministerial reshuffle, the
first since his government took office in
December 1991, intended to consoli
date his position and to rein in two
ministers whose conduct had been
capricious. Korman took over the for
eign affairs portfolio from his leading
rival within the Union of Moderate
Parties, Serge Vohor, shifting him to
the new post of minister for eco-
nomic affairs. He made his move
while Vohor was on an official visit
to Noumea. He retained Willie Jimmy

.as minister for finance, but reduced

his responsibilities by transferring
external trade to the new economic
affairs ministry (PR, Jan 1993; VW,

9 Jan 1993, I).
In the course of the year Korman

carried forward his foreign affairs
responsibilities with reasonable suc
cess. He consolidated relations with
France, and developed links with New
Caledonia, including by opening a con
sulate in Noumea in April. But France
maintained a relatively cautious
approach, notwithstanding the hopes
of some UMP supporters, and the fears
of some critics of the French presence
in the region, and despite the return to
power of the conservatives in the
French elections in March. Korman
and his government also maintained
harmonious relations with Australia,
Vanuatu's leading aid donor, avoiding
a recurrence of the tensions that had
twice arisen in 1992 (Fry 1993, 396, 399;
Henningham 1993, 427). Australia's
Minister for Development Assistance
and the Pacific Islands' Gordon Bilney
visited Vanuatu in June and described
bilateral relations as "good and
improving" (vw, 19 June 1993, 5). In
addition, the Korman government
sought to develop and consolidate
Vanuatu's external relations more
widely, with some success.

If Vanuatu's external relations were
generally constructive and serene dur
ing 1993, this was not true of domestic
affairs. Walter Lini's National United
Party proved anything but united. Its
internal problems had unsettling effects
on the governing coalition, as did ten
sions between anglophone-educated
and francophone-educated ni
Vanuatu. During the course of the year
Lini repeatedly demanded that Korman
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dismiss from the ministry two NUP

members, Onneyn Tahi and Edward
Tabisari. The party had earlier sus
pended and disciplined these men fol
lowing disputes, involving allegations
and counter-allegations of corruption,
between them and Lini and his close
business associate, Dinh Van Than, the
NUP general secretary (vw, 17 July
1993, I).

By mid-1993 Lini, who hitherto had
played a low-key role as an ordinary
member of the governing coalition,
despite his position as NUP president,
was demanding the posts of minister
for justice and deputy prime minister.
Lini again wished to playa central role
in the government of Vanuatu, instead
of implementing an earlier understand
ing that he would take up the post of
president after Fred Timakata steps
down in early 1994. In addition, he
apparently wished to gain authority
over Chief Justice Charles Vaudin
d'Imecourt, who had recently found
Mrs Goiset-the sister of Lini's associ
ate, Dinh-guilty of business malprac
tice. While the court case was under
way, Lini had written to President
Timakata urging Imecourt's dismissal,
on the grounds that he had acted
against the interests of justice in several
recent cases (vw, 28 Aug 1993, I; PR, 27

Sept 1993, 2).
Tensions within the governing coali

tion began to come to a head on 10
August, when four francophone civil
servants were suspended from the Min
istry of Health, apparently in retalia
tion for the politically motivated sus
pension the week before of four
anglophone civil servants from minis
tries controlled by UMP members (vw,
14 Aug 1993, I). Prime Minister Kor-

man responded by dismissing Hilda
Lini from the post of health minister
(vw, 21 Aug 1993, I). Ms Lini, a sister
of Walter Lini, is a prominent public
figure in her own right; later in the year
she was awarded the Sean McBride
International Peace Prize in recognition
of her years of anticolonial and antinu
clear campaigning (PIM, Dec 1993,27).
In early September Korman dismissed
Police Commissioner Sato Kilman,
contending that he had failed to keep
him informed of police and security
matters (PR, 13 Sept 1993,6). Critics of
the government complained that the
morale and efficiency of the public ser
vice were being eroded by politically
motivated sackings.

Following Hilda Lini's dismissal,
Walter Lini withdrew the support of
the National United Party from the
governing coalition. But whereas Lini
was followed by six party parliamen
tarians, four others, including Tahi and
Tabisari and headed by Justice Minis
ter Sethy Regenvanu,remained with
the coalition. Following the appoint
ment of the speaker of the house, Kor
man was able to retain a slim parlia
mentary majority of 23 to 22. In
mid-September Korman increased his
majority to three by persuading a mem
ber of the opposition Vanua'aku Pati,
Thomas Faratia, to shift allegiance to
the Union of Moderate Parties in
return for a ministry (vw, 18 Sept 1993,
I). A few days later Lini made a deal
with Economic Affairs Minister Vohor
that would have brought Lini and his
supporters into the government at the
expense of the Regenvanu group. But
the deal, which attracted criticism from
some senior UMP figures, had been con
cluded following Korman's departure
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on a visit to Asia and the United States,
and he revoked it on his return (PR, 27
Sept 1993).

Until her portfolio was withdrawn,
Hilda Lini had been the only woman in
the ministry; she was one of the first
two women members elected to the
forty-six-member parliament in
November 1987, and was reelected in
1991. Women continue to play only a
limited part in public affairs in
Vanuatu, and hold few senior posi
tions, whether in the public or the pri
vate sector. In early February, nonethe
less, Ms Rita Naviti was sworn in as
Vanuatu's first woman magistrate (vw,
6 Feb 1993, I). Attitudes to women
.came under scrutiny in August, when
Le Flamingo night club held Vanuatu's
first beauty contest. The government
had given its assent, but the National
Council of Chiefs, the Vanuatu Chris
tian Council, the Vanuatu National
Council of Women, the Port Vila
Women's Centre, and other groups
denounced the contest, claiming it was
demeaning to women and inconsistent
with the traditions and values of
Vanuatu (VW, 18 Sept 1993, 4, 5; Wom
en's News, Oct 1993, II).

In the final months of the year the
Korman government was still in
power, but its future looked uncertain.
The economy remained sluggish, with
increased tourist arrivals and reason
able returns from the finance center
offset by poor commodity prices (see
PIM, May and July 1993). During the
1991 election campaign the Union of
Moderate Parties had promised copra
growers generous price support
arrangements. By the end of 1993 it
seemed clear that the government
would not have the funds to meet this

commitment (PIM, Nov 1993, 20).
Vanuatu's public servants struck for
several weeks from 24 November,
demanding a 16 percent pay rise to
compensate for the erosion of their sal
aries by inflation over the previous four
years. The government responded by
offering 5 percent, but warned that it
planned to shed two hundred public
service positions in early 1994, as an
economy measure and to reduce over
staffing. Further industrial trouble
seemed likely (PR, 20 Dec 1993).

Meanwhile controversy had arisen
over alleged corruption, abuses of jus
tice, and environmental risks asso
ciated with large-scale logging projects.
Critics of the government complained
that an established logging concern had
been squeezed out in favor of a Malay
sian company. The Malaysian com
pany had been permitted to pay a
much-reduced reafforestation fee and
had been granted permission to log
70,000 cubic meters per year, whereas
previously the annual limit per com
pany had been 5000 cubic meters. For
merly, the total annual cut had been
less than 25,000 cubic meters, the
amount regarded by forestry experts as
the maximum allowable under sustain
able development guidelines (PR, 9
Aug, 13 Sept, 27 Sept, and 25 Oct 1993;
PIM, Oct 1993,14,15).

Critics complained that, like its
predecessors, the government was
restricting the freedom of the press.
They also cited poor financial manage
ment, especially with respect to an
arrangement made by Finance Minister
Jimmy. Under this scheme Vanuatu,
working through an Australian inter
mediary, would open a line of credit,
reportedly for up to US$2 billion, for
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infrastructure and development pro
jects. Vanuatu's recurrent budget is
about us$so million (PR, 9 Aug 1993;
PIM, Oct 1993,13; Nov 1993, 20).

At a regional ministerial meeting on
population and sustainable develop
ment held in Port Vila in early Septem
ber, Prime Minister Korman warned
that Vanuatu was heading for disaster
unless current population and develop
ment trends were reversed (vw, II Sept
1993, I). Unfortunately, the govern
ment, although aware of the looming
problems faced by Vanuatu, has yet to
develop and implement effective poli
cies in response.

STEPHEN HENNINGHAM
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