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ABSTRACT

In order to assess the long-term effects of parental

divorce on relationship satisfaction and conflict, a

questionnaire was mailed to a cohort of high school

graduates (Classes of 1978-1982) from a middle-class,

suburban background in Hawai'i. Data obtained from 244

respondents were analyzed to determine the effects of

parental divorce and that of the following mediating

variables: parental conflict, relationship with father and

mother (as assessed through measures of contact with, and

attitude toward each parent), and age of divorce. Parental

marital status (PMS) was not significant as the sole

predictor of the dependent variables. When PMS was included

with the mediating variables in multiple regression models

against each dependent variable (DV), however, significant

interactions between parental marital status (PMS) and

attitude toward mother (ATM), and parental marital status

(PMS) and contact with mother (CWM), were found in relation

to relationship satisfaction. Increases in ATM and CWM were

related to increased satisfaction for adults from intact

families (AIF), but to decreased satisfaction for adults

from divorced families (ADF). In addition, while PMS did

not predict relationship conflict, parental conflict emerged

as a significant predictor of the conflict in the

relationships of both AIF and ADF. Although relationship



with father and age at divorce was found to have no

significance in predicting the DVs, females were

unexpectedly found to report significantly more conflict

than males. Implications and suggestions for future

research are discussed.
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CHAPTER I: INTRODUCTION

Because one out of every two marriages today end in

divorce, it is estimated that 44% of the children born

between 1970 and 1984 will live in a single-parent family

before age 16 (Bumpass & Sweet, 1989). This figure may rise

to as high as 60% for children born in the 1990s

(Furstenberg & Cherlin, 1990). Concern for the substantial

number of children experiencing such changes has led to a

significant body of research which examines the possible

effects of divorce.

The resulting literature can be divided into at least

two distinct areas. The first, in which the bulk of the

research efforts lie, focuses on the immediate or short-term

impact of divorce on children. The second is concerned with

longer-term or delayed outcomes. Representative of the

first type of research are the studies of Guidubaldi and

Perry (1984); Hetherington, Cox, and Cox (1979);

Hetherington, Cox, and Cox (1982); and Wallerstein and Kelly

(1980). Research on the long-term effects of divorce is

well-represented by Wallerstein's 10-year follow-up of

children of divorce (Wallerstein, 1984; Wallerstein, 1985;

Wallerstein, 1987) and in the studies of young adults from

divorced families (Booth, Brinkerhoff & White, 1984;

Guttman, 1989; Kinnaird & Gerrard, 1986; Rozendal, 1983;

Southworth & Schwartz, 1987).
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Since the 1970s there has been an explosion of clinical

and social science research about the immediate impact of

divorce on children (Kalter & Plunkett, 1984). Research has

been conducted to identify and examine the direct effects of

parental divorce on children's intellectual, social, and

psychological functioning (Hetherington & Camara, 1984;

southworth & Schwartz, 1987) and on the indirect effects of

divorce following changes in family structure. Results from

this large body of literature are somewhat unclear

(Hetherington & Camara, 1984; Kanoy & cunningham, 1984;

Longfellow, 1979), partly due to diverse methodologies. In

addition, many existing studies are limited because of

biased samples, inadequate or nonexistent controls, and

questionable measurement strategies (Hetherington & Camara,

1984; Kanoy & cunningham, 1984).

Another issue leading to confusion within the divorce

literature is the manner in which divorce is conceptualized.

Most studies are descriptive, atheoretical, and lack clear

explanations for the mechanisms leading to the behavioral or

emotional responses commonly found in children of divorce.

In early studies, divorce was examined within a time-limited

crisis paradigm. Most research efforts centered on the

effects of parental divorce on children immediately after

the divorce (Wallerstein, 1985). Initially, the crisis was

viewed as a discrete time period of one or two years, after

which children adjusted to their sUbsequent family
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arrangements (Guidubaldi et al., 1987). However, it is now

recognized that this circumscribed view of divorce accounts

for neither the unique relationships and circumstances of

each family nor the transitional experiences leading to and

following adjustment to the divorce (Hetherington & Camara,

1984).

Only recently have researchers begun to examine more

closely the significant impact of divorce on family life and

the longitudinal effects of divorce on child development

(Guidubaldi et al., 1987). Within the last few years

divorce has become conceptualized as a process of transition

rather than as a single significant event (Hetherington &

Camara, 1984; Kalter, 1987; Wallerstein, 1985).

If divorce is conceptualized as a critical and

continuous process that affects the entire family system, it

is necessary to keep in mind two methodological

considerations. The first is the point in the divorce

process at which the impact of divorce is studied. As

divorce represents an extended transition, evaluation of the

significance of the divorce will be determined by the point

in time during which specific outcomes are measured.

Studies have already shown that some of the sequelae of

divorce are obvious at the time of separation and divorce,

some effects emerge during the first year following the

divorce, and others show a delayed occurrence (Hetherington,

1981; Hetherington et al., 1982, Wallerstein & Kelly, 1980).
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The second important consideration is that the effects

are likely to vary with each member of the family. The

stresses, reactions, coping strategies, perceptions, and

interpretations of the divorce will not be the same for

parents as for children (Guidubaldi et al., 1987;

Hetherington & Camara, 1984; Hetherington et al., 1982), nor

are such effects similar for children of different ages and

sexes (Guidubaldi et al., 1987; Hetherington et al., 1982;

Santrock, Warchak & Elliot, 1982; Wallerstein & Kelly, 1981;

Zaslow, 1989).

Thus, some researchers are now taking a more systemic

view of divorce (Hetherington et al., 1979, 1982, 1985;

Wallerstein, 1984, 1985, 1986; Wallerstein & Kelly, 1974,

1975, 1976). They are attending to the evolution of divorce

over several stages such as: separation, divorce, single

parent family formation and even blended family formation

(Hetherington et al., 1979, 1982, 1985; Wallerstein & Kelly,

1974, 1975, 1976). Other studies focus on factors

associated with divorce which may lead to increased

developmental risk for children (Cherlin, 1981; Emery, 1982;

Kalter, 1977). These factors include the numerous changes

with which divorced families are confronted, which include

reductions in financial resources, assumption of new roles

and new responsibilities, possible changes in residence,

disruptions of established routines, modified relationships

among family members, and the introduction of new
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relationships from outside the family (Hetherington &

Camara, 1984; Kalter, 1987; Wallerstein & Kelly, 1980). It

is now recognized that divorce involves a range of

experiences for the family members that extend continuously

over time. Parents' and children's adjustment to the

divorce will vary within this timeframe and must be

considered in relation to the transactional effects of the

changes mentioned above. The manner in which children

adjust to these factors may influence their emotional well

being, self-concept and expectations for their own

relationships. It is speculated that children of divorce do

not simply "outgrow" their parents' divorce, but rather may

continue to experience its effects into their adulthood by

its influence on their choice of partners and their behavior

in their relationships. While the literature on the effects

of divorce on children is immense, very few studies have

examined its impact on courtship and marriage (Booth,

Brinkerhoff & White, 1984).

The intent of this study, therefore, is to investigate

such possible long-term effects of parental divorce.

Specifically, the study's major objective is to determine

whether and, if so, how parental divorce affects the future

courtship and marital relationships of the children of

divorce. A review is first presented of the literature

including current research on the immediate effects of

divorce on children, the longer-term effects, and the



6

variables which could mediate these effects. Following

formulations of hypotheses based on the literature review,

the research project compares heterosexual relationships of

young adults of divorced parents with those of young adults

from intact marriages. Based on the conceptualization of

divorce as a critical event representing an extended

transition, and recognizing the many sUbsequent stressors

that children of divorce undergo, it is hypothesized that

the relationships of adults from divorced families will

differ from the relationships of adults from intact

families. Relationships are examined with respect to the

following mediating variables: parental discord, father

child relationship, mother-child relationship, and subjects'

age at the time of parental divorce. The study's results

are then presented followed by a discussion of their meaning

relative to the proposed hypotheses. Finally, the results

of this study are compared with previous research and

inferences, and conclusions and suggestions for future

research are proposed.

Review of the Literature

Most children whose parents divorce seem to recover

from their initial distress and return to pre-divorce

functioning within a few years (Cherlin, 1981; Wallerstein,

1980). Nevertheless, nearly all children experience their

parents' divorce as painful and traumatic (Hetherington,
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1981; Kalter, 1987; Schwartzberg, 1981). Negative short

term effects have consistently been reported. This section

will review the results of research on the short-term

effects (i.e., effects over the initial three- to five-year

period following divorce) of parental separation on

children's academic performances and cognitive competence

(Guidubaldi & Perry, 1984; Guidubaldi & Perry, 1985), peer

and social interactions (Hetherington et al., 1982), and

emotional adjustment (Kelly & Wallerstein, 1976; Wallerstein

& Kelly, 1975).

Short-Term Effects of Parental Divorce

Short-term Effects of Divorce: Academic and Cognitive

Competence

The research in this area seems to indicate that

children of divorce show impaired cognitive and academic

performances when compared with children from intact

families. Two comprehensive reviews of research (Biller,

1974; Shinn, 1978) investigating the cognitive abilities of

children raised in mother-headed households concluded that

these children show intellectual deficits as measured by

their performances on standard intellectual and achievement

tests. Moreover, Guidubaldi and Perry (1984) found single

parent status was a more consistent and powerful predictor

of academic competencies in kindergarten children than three

measures of social economic status (SES) (father's
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occupational status, father's occupation, mother's

occupation) .

These findings of lowered academic performance pertain

to children of single-parent families as a group, but not to

children of divorce in particular. However, studies of

different types of single-parent homes have generally found

that divorced children perform more poorly than other

single-parent children on academic measures (Santrock, 1972;

Zill, 1978). Furthermore, Guidubaldi and Perry (1985) found

children from divorced single-parent families performed

worse than children from intact families on a variety of

academic criteria. The children of divorce had lower full

scale IQ scores and were more likely to have received

special educational placements or to have repeated a grade.

Hetherington et ale (1982) found that the children of

divorce in their sample exhibited no differences in Wechsler

Primary and Preschool Scale of Intelligence (WPPSI) IQs at

two months and at one year post-divorce. Significant

differences in performance IQ, however, were found two years

after the divorce. Children from divorced families

performed significantly worse than children from intact

families on the block design, mazes, and arithmetic subtests

(subtests associated with sustained attention and internal

control).

While early research associated declines in achievement

levels with decreases in adult-child interactions within
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single-parent homes (Shinn, 1977; Zajonc, 1976),

Hetherington et ale (1982) suggested an alternative

explanation. The authors attributed the selective decrease

in performance IQ to the decreasing impact of the father on

divorced children's development. The authors used multiple

regression equations to search for variables most likely to

mediate cognitive development. Two months after the

divorce, the father variables such as paternal availability,

warmth, and control correlated highest with boys' IQ. Two

years after the divorce, a new pattern emerged as father

variables were replaced by mother variables such as maternal

control, maturity demands, and warmth. In contrast, for

girls, two months after the divorce, IQ correlated highly

with a mixture of maternal and paternal variables. Two

years later, however, the important variables were also all

maternally related.

These findings are even more interesting when compared

to the pattern Hetherington et ale obtained of parental

variables which correlated with intellectual performance in

children of intact families. Two months after the divorce,

the girls and boys from non-divorced families had patterns

of variables similar to the order of variables found for the

divorced children. When these children from non-divorced

families were retested after two years, Hetherington et ale

found that the variables generally remained stable and did

not show the shifts toward the mother variables noted among
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the children of divorce. Rather, Hetherington et al. found

that paternal availability and paternal warmth became more

highly correlated with the boys' IQ scores. Thus, boys from

intact and divorced families were found to sharply diverge

in the parental variables most correlated with intellectual

performance. Parental variables related to mothers become

more important for boys in mother-headed families, while

variables related to fathers increased in importance for

boys from intact families. Hetherington et al. (1982)

assert that children from single-parent, mother-headed

families are therefore more likely to display higher verbal

abilities than quantitative ones, a pattern common to

females within the general population.

Overall, while IQs are reliably reported as lower in

children from divorced families as compared to children from

intact families, the absolute magnitude of the differences

is typically quite small (Emery, 1988). Differences between

the two groups, however, become considerably larger when

comparing measures such as teacher ratings, grade point

averages, school attendance, and number of years in school

(Emery, 1988). Guidubaldi, Perry, and Clemshaw (1984) in a

38-state study of 699 children who were evaluated by their

school psychologists, found that divorced children were

significantly more dependent, disruptive, and unpopular with

their peers according to teacher reports. Divorced children

also had a history of lower grades in reading and math, were
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more likely to have repeated a school grade, and scored

lower on measures of intellectual aptitude and achievement.

However, while these latter differences were significant,

they were small in magnitude. Given these results, Emery

(1988) postulates that the relation between divorce and

lowered academic competence is mediated through behavior in

school rather than explained by a direct effect on

intellectual capability or performance. Further evidence of

a relationship between divorce and behavior problems will be

presented within the following section.

Short-term Effects of Divorce: Behavioral and Social

Functioning

Zaslow (1989) in a review of the effects of parental

divorce found that boys within clinic samples consistently

show behavior problems in response to parental divorce.

However, as these studies of clinic samples are few in

number (Kalter, 1977; Rutter, 1970; Rutter, 1971; Tuckman &

Regan, 1966) as compared to the 25 research reports based on

nonclinic samples, Zaslow cautioned against forming solid

conclusions and instead called for further research.

Furthermore, from her review of the nonclinic studies Zaslow

found that in about half of the studies boys from divorced

families exhibited more behavior problems than girls from

divorced families or boys and girls from intact families.

This finding tends to support the relationship between males

and increased behavior problems, but also suggests that the



12

relationship among nonclinic populations may be

inconsistent.

Zaslow (1989) also reviewed the studies with respect to

sex differences in response patterns (undercontrolled vs.

overcontrolled). In her review, Zaslow identified 12

studies which included variables reflective of both

undercontrolled and overcontrol led behaviors. Eight of

these studies reported more widespread group differences on

measures of undercontrol (or externalizing behaviors) in

boys than in girls according to parental marital status. In

none of the studies did a group difference appear in which

girls displayed more undercontrolled behaviors than boys.

On the other hand, for the overcontrolled response patterns,

5 of the 12 studies found more pervasive group differences

favoring girls from divorced families in contrast with boys

from divorced families and boys and girls from intact

families. In comparison, four investigations found divorced

boys more likely to exhibit inhibiting behavior and three

studies reported no gender differences. Thus, following

parental divorce, behaviors representative of undercontrol

(acting out) are more likely to occur in boys than in girls,

while patterns of overcontrol may not necessarily be

specific to girls.

While the correlation between· divorce and behavior

problems, remains probable yet inconsistent, recent evidence

suggests that children from single-parent families do
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display less social competence than children from intact

families (Guidubaldi & Perry, 1984; Guidubaldi et al., 1987;

Hetherington & Camara, 1984; Hetherington et al., 1982).

Immediately following divorce, children commonly exhibit

opposition, excessive help-seeking, whining, nagging and

dependency with parents, teachers and peers (Hetherington et

al., 1982; Hetherington & camara, 1984). Children from

divorced families are absent more often, have lower peer

popularity based on both parent and teacher ratings, and

demonstrate more external locus of control than children

from nondivorced families (Guidubaldi et al., 1987). These

behaviors appear more common and long-lasting in boys than

in girls (Guidubaldi et al. 1987; Hetherington & Camara,

1984).

Hetherington et al. (1982) observed the boys within

their study to exhibit a large number of negative commands

and noncompliance responses toward peers and adults (women

in particular) immediately following the divorce. The

authors also noted that these boys displayed more hostile

physical and verbal aggression toward peers at one month

post-divorce and also one year later than did boys from

intact families. By two years post-divorce, boys from

divorced backgrounds engaged in less physically aggressive

behavior than boys from non-divorced families, but at this

time utilized more verbal aggression, a pattern similar to

girls. The aggressive behavior of boys both at one month
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and at one year, and of girls at one month following the

divorce was jUdged immature, unprovoked and ineffective.

Aggression was often accompanied by tears or dependency and

attention-getting appeals. By the second post-divorce year,

boys were showing less helping behavior and less time

interacting with peers.

Hetherington et al. (1982) felt that these aversive

behaviors made it difficult for the boys to gain social

acceptance. Also, although by two years post-divorce they

had decreased their coercive, aggressive, and oppositional

behaviors, they seemed to become more socially isolated

among their same-aged peers. Thus, Hetherington et al.

(1982) found these boys spent more time in solitary play and

an increasing time playing with younger children or with

girls.

Hetherington et al. (1982) observed that the girls

within their study also exhibited an increase in their use

of negative commands immediately following the divorce.

However, unlike the boys, the girls exhibited an increase in

their positive verbal and physical responses as well.

Observations of peer interactions with other girls at two

months and at one year showed girls from divorced families

eliciting more verbal aggression and negative termination

from their peers than did girls from nondivorced families.

However, the girls from divorced families also elicited more

sympathy and helping and sharing responses. At two years
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post-divorce the authors found no differences between girls

from divorced and nondivorced families.

The sex differences found in the Hetherington et al.

(1982) study were largely confirmed in the Guidubaldi et al.

(1985) nationwide repeated measures study utilizing a

variety of measures. The authors utilized the Hahnemann

Elementary School Behavior Rating Scale, Vineland Teacher's

Questionnaire, and Sells and Roff Rating Scale of Child's

Peer Relations to assess differences between children from

divorced and intact families in social behaviors. They

found children from intact families performed better on 15

of the 16 Hahnemann classroom behavior ratings and three out

of four Vineland teacher scales, and had higher Sells and

Roff peer popularity ratings than the children from divorced

families. criterion differences were found for both girls

and boys at the time of the first measurement. However, at

the second measurement, two years later, almost all

differences had disappeared for the girls. In contrast,

boys from divorced families continued to show poorer

adjustment than boys from intact families on a number of

social criteria.

There is also a suggestion that dependency may be

enhanced in children from divorced families. Dependency,

however, has rarely been studied as a single response

pattern of divorce. This omission is probably due to the

difficulty in operationalizing the concept of dependency
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since children are naturally dependent on adults. The

social acceptability of dependent-type behavior among girls

further adds to the difficulty in establishing it as a

response pattern related to divorce. For example,

Hetherington (1972) noted in her sample of adolescent girls

that "father absence seems to increase dependency in girls,

but this is viewed as an appropriate feminine attribute" (p.

323) •

Hetherington has reported behaviors which could be

considered indices of dependency in several other studies.

Hetherington et ale (1982) two months after divorce observed

greater help-seeking, attention-seeking, and proximity

seeking in preschool-aged boys and girls. Boys were

observed to make particularly strong attempts at maintaining

contact and getting attention from male adults within their

schools by following, touching, and seeking praise or

affection. Hetherington et ale made no further mention of

such dependent behavior in their one-year and two-year

follow-up. During this interim, boys may have been

discouraged from maintaining such socially unacceptable

behavior, as at follow-up they were observed to exhibit more

noxious but socially acceptable behaviors.

Hetherington et ale (1982) reported that girls from

divorced families exhibited higher frequencies of attention

seeking, affection-seeking, and positive physical contact

seeking with adults than girls from intact families two
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months, one year, and two years post-divorce. Furthermore,

teachers and peers saw girls as significantly more dependent

than girls from nondivorced families. In another study

Hetherington (1979) found dependency to differentiate girls

from high- vs. low-conflict families. Whether the girls

were from divorced or intact families, the most notable

group differences in response to conflict were on the

variables of attention-seeking, whining, and demandingness.

Thus, variables relating to dependency may be sensitive to

discordant family contexts and not specifically to divorce.

It thus appears that both boys and girls from divorced

families show poorer social adjustment than children from

intact families at least during the first year of divorce.

However, while girls appear to recover and catch up with

their peers as time passes, boys show little progression and

difficulties remain two years later despite restabilization

within the single-parent family (Hetherington et al., 1979).

These negative effects for boys may perhaps be related

to living within mother-custody homes. There is evidence

that custody with the same-sex parent leads to better

adjustment. Santrock and Warshak (1979) found boys living

under father-custody showed more competent social

development than girls in father-custody homes. In

comparison, girls in mother-custody homes were more

competent than their male counterparts. Camara (cited in

Santrock et al., 1982) studied elementary-aged children and
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found that a positive relationship with the same-sex parent

was associated with social competence with same-sex peers.

Santrock et ale (1982) conducted a study comparing the

effects of father-custody on sons and daughters with mother

custody and intact families. In agreement with other

studies, they found that boys from divorced families showed

more problems in social development than girls when

examining mother-custody families. However, boys from

father-custody homes displayed mQ~e social competence than

girls from father-custody homes. Following analysis of

observations and interviews, the authors concluded that

"competent social behavior is more characteristic of

children whose custodial parent is the same sex as they are"

(Santrock et al., 1982, p. 296).

Short-term Effects of Divorce: Emotional Adjustment

Studies by Hetherington and her colleagues as well as

Weiss (1979) have documented the emotional turmoil of adults

undergoing divorce. Both view the first year following

separation or divorce as an extremely stressful one

emotionally. Spouses experience ambivalence about the

separation, anxiety, depression, and personal

disorganization. As a result, the children of these adults

often go through a similar emotional upheaval (Hetherington

et al., 1982). Wallerstein and Kelly (1974, 1975, 1976)

found children commonly expressed anxieties over their

increased feeling of vulnerability; sadness over the loss of
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the noncustodial parent and the breakup of the protective

family structure; guilt over their perceived role in their

parents' separation; worry for their grieving parents; anger

over the disruptions, separation, and losses that are beyond

their control; shame over their new familial status; and

much loneliness.

Children experiencing the divorce of their parents,

especially the younger ones, often are seen to feel

abandoned or rejected by the parent who leaves the household

(Kalter, 1987; Wallerstein, 1984). This feeling of

abandonment is viewed as a severe blow to the child's self

esteem at the time of the separation. Furthermore, the

injury may continue following the divorce if the

noncustodial parent visits infrequently and forgets or does

not acknowledge birthdays or special occasions (Kalter,

1987) •

One common response seen in children from divorced

families is the production of fantasies of reconciliation

(Hetherington & Camara, 1984; Kalter, 1987; Schwartzberg,

1981). These fantasies are typically present in preschool

and latency-aged children (Schwartzberg, 1981; Wallerstein &

Kelly, 1975; Wallerstein & Kelly, 1976) and are viewed as

their attempt to deny the reality of their situation, and as

a retreat from feelings of powerlessness (Wallerstein,

1984). Fantasies may be of reuniting the parents or

reuniting the child with the absent parent. If the child
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has difficulty accepting the divorce and adjusting to the

changes that ensue, the fantasies may persist for a long

period of time even following remarriage of either parent

(Schwartzberg, 1981).

The literature reviewed thus far has focused on the

more immediate behavioral, social and emotional responses

commonly observed in children following divorce. The

research consistently has found that children of divorce

exhibit a variety of difficulties, many of which were still

evident at the studies' one- or two-year follow-ups. In the

next section, further research examining the long-term

effects of divorce on children will be reviewed.

Long-Term Effects of Parental Divorce

Evidence of the continuation of emotional difficulties

may be found in various adolescent outcomes related to

divorce. Divorce has been related to early dating

(Hetherington, 1972; Hetherington, 1977; Kinnaird & Gerrard,

1986), precocious sexual activity (Hetherington, 1972;

Kalter, 1977), a greater willingness to condone premarital

intercourse (Coles & Stokes, 1985), early adolescents' fears

of future failure in marriage (Carson, Madison, & Santrock,

1987; Wallerstein & Kelly, 1980), and fear of commitment and

anticipation of infidelity and betrayal (Wallerstein, 1984).

In addition, McLanahan and Bumpass (1988) found girls of

divorced families 53% more likely to have teenage marriages,
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111% more likely to have teenage births, and 164% more

likely to have premarital births than girls from intact

families. These effects were not substantially diminished

even after controlling for family background variables such

as parental education, region of current residence, or

religion. Thus, differences between adolescents from intact

and divorced families have been noted both in reports of

behaviors and in perceptions and attitudes regarding dating,

marriage, and sexuality. As the effects of divorce involve

a continuous transition, these adolescent experiences could

be viewed as precursors to later difficulties in adult

relationships.

As noted, most of the divorce literature has focused on

the short-term effects of divorce on children and

adolescents. Surprisingly little research has investigated

the long-term effects of divorce on adults (eherlin, 1982;

Kulka & Weingarten, 1979). Furthermore, very few studies

have examined the long-term influences of divorce in shaping

adult lives and adult relationships.

The available literature on the long-term effects of

divorce is not only sparse but also disparate. Individual

studies have investigated self-perception; adjustment to

marital roles; attitudes and expectations of women

concerning men, work, and marriage; family concepts; levels

of intimacy; and courtship behavior. While all studies have



22

in common a concern with the effects of divorce on adults,

there is very little overlap in the variables tested.

The long-term investigations have also been limited in

their methodology. All of the studies included in the

following review rely on data collected through the use of

self-report survey questionnaires. Many of these

questionnaires were constructed by the investigator for the

purposes of that particular study. While face valid, few of

these measures have been standardized and most are without

tests of reliability or validity. Furthermore, most of the

current studies are biased by their reliance on samples

composed only of college students. While college students

are a diverse group, they also tend to have higher SES

backgrounds and higher levels of adaptive and cognitive

functioning. Those children most adversely affected by

parental divorce may be outside of a university environment

and, therefore, the more notable long-term effects of

divorce may not yet have been measured.

The most consistently reported outcome related to

parental divorce is the actuarial finding that children from

marriages dissolved by parental divorce are themselves more

likely to divorce than children from intact marriages

(Bumpass, 1984; Glenn & Kramer, 1987; Kobrin & waite, 1984;

Mueller & Cooper, 1986; Pope & Mueller, 1976). Glenn and

Kramer (1987) reported that white women from divorced

families were 59% more likely to separate or divorce than
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white women from intact families; white men from divorced

families were 32% more likely to separate or divorce than

white men from intact families. McLanahan and Bumpass

(1988) reported an even higher likelihood of divorce for the

women in their study. Daughters who had spent time in a

single-parent family were 92% more likely to experience

marital disruption themselves than daughters who grew up in

two-parent families. Unfortunately, the authors did not

conduct separate analyses distinguishing between those

daughters whose parents had divorced and those whose mothers

had never married or whose fathers had died. Nevertheless,

throughout the last decade the presence of an

"intergenerational transmission of marital instability"

(Mueller & Pope, 1977, p. 83) has become fairly well

established (Glenn & Kramer, 1987).

Although children of divorce are more likely to

divorce, the reason for this phenomenon remains unclear.

One study by Kulka and Weingarten (1979) suggests that there

may be differences in the relationships of adults from

divorced families. The authors conducted a national survey

comparing adults from non-intact families with intact

families and found modest differences for women only in the

value they placed on the major life roles of spouse and

parent. Women from parental divorce backgrounds appeared to

consider the marital role less important to them than did

their married peers from intact family backgrounds. While
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these specific attitudinal differences were not found for

men, the authors did note that men from a non-intact family

of origin reported higher levels of diffuse psychological

distress and anxiety on general measures of life adjustment

than men from intact families.

Mueller and Pope (1977) in a secondary analysis of the

National Fertility study found that women whose parents

divorced by the time they were age 16 scored lower overall

on various predictors of marital stability. The authors

found that compared to women from intact families, women

from divorced families married at younger ages, were less

educated, were more apt to be pregnant at the time of

marriage, had husbands with less desirable jobs, and had

first husbands who were more likely to have been previously

divorced. These factors were significant even after

controlling for father's education, and they were not seen

as attributable to the more general inverse relationship

between parental divorce and SES.

One way parental divorce may affect later adult

adjustment is by influencing a child's self-perception. A

study by Kalter, Riemer, Brickman and Chen (1985) found

differences in the self-perceptions of divorced and intact

family girls at three age levels: preteen, adolescent, and

college. Differences between the two groups were most

pronounced within the adolescent sample and least noted in

the preteen sample, with the college-age sample intermediate

--- --------------
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between the two age groups. Kalter found no differences in

cognitive development or academic achievement, but girls

from divorced families perceived themselves as less

competent socially and physically then did girls from intact

families. In addition, the college students of divorced

parents felt more uneasy about marriage and had a more

negative opinion of women than did those students raised in

two-parent homes.

In contrast to measures of cognitive, social and

emotional adjustment used to investigate the impact of

divorce on younger children, researchers investigating the

long-term effects of divorce have commonly studied adult

attitudes toward divorce and marriage. Greenberg and Nay

(1982), using a college student sample, found no difference

between children of divorced parents and those from intact

families in the level or quality of their dating behavior,

attitudes toward marriage or conflict-resolution skills.

They did, however, find that those from divorced homes held

more favorable attitudes toward divorce than did their peers

from intact backgrounds. similarly, Kinnaird and Gerrard

(1986) found that college women from divorced and remarried

families held less favorable attitudes toward marriage,

maintained more accepting attitudes toward divorce, and had

significantly more sexual experience than women from intact

families. Rozendal (1983) found college-age students of

divorced families more likely to rate fathers less favorably
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and divorce more favorably than students from intact

families or families which had lost a parent through death.

The children of divorce also treated family concepts less

positively than the other two groups. Southworth and

Schwarz (1987) found women from divorced families more often

planned to cohabit before marriage and planned more work

years than women from intact families. In addition, they

found women with low frequencies of post-divorce father

contact reported less trust of men than women with high

frequency of post-divorce father contact and women from

intact families. Thus, differences in attitudes have been

found between persons from divorced and intact families. In

general, when surveyed, adults from divorced families have

tended to indicate less favorable attitudes toward marriage

and a greater willingness to divorce.

Three studies utilizing different measures and samples

examined the effects of divorce on adult relationships.

Guttman (1989) focused on intimacy in young adult males'

heterosexual relationships. Forty male soldiers serving in

the Israeli army were asked to complete a questionnaire

consisting of 21 forced choice items. sixteen of the items

were extracted from Sharabany's (1974) Intimate Friendship

Test and five were written by the author specifically for

the study. The results obtained showed no difference

between the men from intact and divorced families in the

level of intimacy in their relationships. However,
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Guttman's sample was highly unrepresentative and the

validity of his intimacy measure was questionable.

Hepworth, Ryder and Dreyer (1984) studied the effects

of parental loss on the formation of subsequent adult

relationships. Questionnaires from college students from

intact families, divorced families, and families which had

lost a parent through death were compared to archival data

on young married couples from parental-death and no parent

loss families. The results showed that students from

divorced families tended to have accelerated courtship

patterns and more interest in relationships. Unfortunately,

the student sample consisted of twice as many females than

males and thus may reflect gender differences rather than

family-of-origin effects, or an extension of the adolescent

female dating patterns reported by Hetherington (1972) and

others.

Perhaps the best study of the impact of parental

divorce on later adult relationships was conducted by Booth,

Brinkerhoff and White (1984). These authors utilized a

college sample (n = 2538) comparing students below age 25

whose parents' marriage was broken by death (n = 228), whose

parents were divorced or permanently separated (n = 365), or

who came from intact families (n = 1945). The authors

rationally generated a questionnaire which distinguished

between those students who were currently involved in a

steady relationship and those who were not. For the latter
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group, which consisted of students without steady

relationships, the authors first attempted to assess their

current level of dating activity, i.e., frequency and number

of dating partners. Next, both groups--students involved in

relationships and those not involved in relationships--were

asked the same sets of questions designed to assess the

quality of their relationships and their satisfaction with

their current dating status. In addition, the authors

investigated the effects of the amount of conflict in intact

and divorced homes, the parent-child relationship, and

parental remarriage.

The authors found no significant differences between

students whose parents' marriage was broken by death and

those from intact homes. They found that all three groups

were just as likely to form long-term relationships.

However, the authors found that children of divorce were

significantly more likely than those from the other two

groups to have had premarital sexual intercourse and to be

cohabiting. Parental divorce was related to increased

courtship activity particularly if the divorce was

accompanied by discord during and after the divorce, if

parent-child relations deteriorated, and if the custodial

parent remained single. The perceived quality of courtship

relations seemed to be impaired only if there was post

divorce conflict and a decline in parent-child relations.

The age at which the divorce occurred seemed to have no
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relationship on the quality or quantity of courtship

activity and, with few exceptions, there was little

difference between males and females.

The study done by Booth et ale (1984) is likely the

first attempt to relate variables commonly associated with

children's problematic adjustment following parental divorce

to their later courtship and relationship behavior as

adults. While significant, their study is limited by their

use of a college sample and even more so by their

questionnaire. This measure utilized single items to

indicate sUbjects' responses from which inferences were

drawn on large constructs such as quality of relationships

or pre-divorce conflict. Thus, the findings lack

reliability and the validity of the conclusions is

questionable.

Summary of Short and Long-term Effects of Parental

Divorce on Children

Overall, a majority of the research on divorce suggests

that nearly all children experience their parents' divorce

as a major disruption within their lives and most will

exhibit negative immediate effects. These effects appear

more pronounced and enduring for boys than for girls,

particularly if the boys are within mother-headed

households. Hetherington et ale (1982) have found that

children raised without a male model adopt a more female
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orientation in their cognitive skills. Furthermore,

Santrock's study suggests that children raised with the

opposite-sex parent may have more difficulty learning

appropriate social behavior. If Hetherington and Santrock's

conclusions are correct, then the social development of many

children of divorce, particularly boys, potentially may be

at risk as most children, boys and girls, remain in their

mother's custody. Poor peer relations in childhood may

handicap social skills in adulthood. Further research is

needed to substantiate these findings among boys and to

investigate the long-term ramifications this result may have

for the cognitive, emotional and social adjustment of both

boys and girls.

Studies have reported that a child's psychological

adjustment following divorce appears most related to the

quality and availability of post-divorce emotional support

and interpersonal relationships. Hetherington et al. (1985)

reported that the negative life changes associated with

divorce were related to the behavior problems exhibited six

years following divorce. These long-term findings seem to

indicate that a number of families may not reorganize to

provide sUfficient security and nurturance. Although most

children adjust adequately to the altered family situation,

their emotional difficulties may not simply disappear after

a few years.
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The available research on the long-term effects of

divorce appears to indicate that young adults from divorced

families (ADF) have a somewhat different set of attitudes

and expectations concerning marriage than do young adults

from intact families (AIF). However, few studies have

directly investigated the effects of divorce on courtship or

marriage. Except for the consistent finding that ADF are

more likely to divorce than AIF, little data has been

generated regarding the effect of divorce on adult

relationships. A study by Booth et ale (1984) sugggests

that parental divorce may increase courtship activity, and

that pre- and post-divorce conflict may affect the frequency

of this activity as well as playa role in the perceived

quality of courtship relationships.

This present study, like that of Booth et ale (1984)

focuses directly on the long-term emotional adjustment of

young ADF in comparison to AIF through an examination of

their adult heterosexual relationships. It is reasonable to

predict that by young adulthood the majority of individuals

will have had at least one close relationship; many will

experience at least one marriage; and for those who remain

single, courtship is likely to play a very important role in

their social lives.

Although the divorce literature is immense and a few

studies have examined various effects of divorce on

adulthood, there is little research to date which
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investigates the adult heterosexual relationships of

children from divorced families. However, based on the

foregoing review, there appears to be justification for

believing that divorce will have significant effects on

future adult heterosexual courtship and marriage

relationships. Furthermore, the three major theoretical

perspectives in psychology--cognitive-behavioral,

psychodynamic, and family systems--would all place the

children of divorce as being at risk for failure in their

later adult relationships.

For example, according to the cognitive-behavioral

perspective, adults of divorce are likely to be ill-prepared

to sustain a relationship due to deficits or errors in their

behavioral repertoires for mature, adult relationships

(Margolin, 1982). Through the process of modeling, these

adults may have learned faulty or dysfunctional patterns of

relating to their partners or may not have learned the

necessary skills required for successful relationships.

cognitively, they may adhere to negative or inappropriate

expectations, beliefs, and attributions for their

relationships and the partners with whom they may become

involved (Beal & Hochman, 1991).

The psychodynamic perspective places emphasis on the

triangular father-mother-child relationships within

significant developmental stages (Langer, 1969). Conflict

between parents or loss of one of the parental figures is
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seen as altering the crisis which must be mastered at each

developmental stage leading to incomplete or unsuccessful

resolution of the particular developmental task (Lerner,

1976). According to this perspective the child's age at the

time of divorce is likely to be important, with children at

younger ages sustaining greater harm from the divorce than

those who had had the opportunity to reach higher

developmental stages (Lerner, 1976). This perspective also

suggests that unresolved issues of identification, trust,

and anxiety aroused through internalized anger at parental

figures may lead to successive inappropriate choices in

relationship partners along with sUbsequent feelings of

frustration and dissatisfaction in adult relationships (Beal

& Hochman, 1991, Mendelsohn, 1982).

Finally, family systems theory views divorce as rooted

in earlier family relationships that have not been resolved

(Beal & Hochman, 1991). This perspective is able to

accommodate the theories of both the cognitive-behavioral

and the psychodynamic, but suggests that the conditions

leading to and following the divorce not only affect and are

affected by the immediate family, but also include and

influence all members of the extended families for both

partners (Hoffman, 1981). This theory notes that family

dysfunction such as divorce, alcoholism, or incest may be

found to run in families in patterns similar to those found

for a particular genetic disorder. The problems leading to
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a couple's divorce may have been symptomatic of an inter or

cross-generational issue played out within that specific

couple's marriage (Hoffman, 1981). Thus, adults of divorce

are viewed as being left with the legacy of a family

"custom," or at risk for their own relationship problems if

the original familial issue has not been acknowledged and

resolved (Hoffman, 1981).

Therefore, as previously noted, there appears to be

both an empirical and a theoretical basis for hypothesizing

that adults from divorced families may be at risk for their

own problematic relationships. If problems exist as

expected, then it is probable that these adults will report

higher levels of dissatisfaction and discord within their

adult, heterosexual relationships with a courtship or

marriage partner.

Thus, the first hypothesis states:

H1: ADF will report higher levels of conflict and lower
levels of relationship satisfaction in their adult,
heterosexual relationships with a courtship or marriage
partner than AIF.

Mediating Factors Between Divorce and Outcomes

The experiences of a child whose parents have divorced

will vastly differ from those of a child from a nondivorced

family. Because of the variability and interplay of

situational factors, stressors, and support systems within
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the divorce process, there are wide ranges in the quality

and intensity of responses and the adaptation of the

children involved. Some children become emotionally

distraught and exhibit disruptions in their development;

others handle the divorce well and become well-adjusted,

capable adults. This great diversity in response to divorce

is dependent on personality characteristics of the child as

well as on age and sex. other variables include the

resources available throughout the child's environment and

the child's experiences with them.

While it is proposed that the effects of divorce on

children continue into adulthood and may affect their own

adult relationships, it is recognized that there are some

mediating variables which may either ameliorate or

contribute to a child's difficulty adjusting to parental

divorce. It appears that what is most important to

adjustment is the interpersonal relationships remaining

following the divorce. Studies have found a strong relation

between adequate psychological adjustment and the extent to

which the child has been able to establish an emotionally

stable and rich life within the post-divorce family

(Hetherington, 1989; Wallerstein, 1985). The relationship

between the divorced parents and the relationship that each

parent maintains with the child are important in determining

children's adjustment to the divorce. Thus, mediating

variables such as the amount of parental conflict, the
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children's sUbsequent relationship with their mother, the

amount of contact they are able to maintain with a

noncustodial father, and the child's age at divorce will

likely influence their perceptions, emotional well-being and

behavior following the divorce. These four mediating

factors will now be reviewed with particular attention given

to research findings of gender differences which may have

long-term implications in adult relationships.

Parental Conflict

When divorce is viewed as a process in which the family

system is altered but not terminated, there is a recognition

that relationships, reciprocal obligations, and

responsibilities begin long before the decision to divorce

and extend beyond the legal act. Despert (1962) called this

process emotional divorce and noted that it begins long

before the actual divorce takes place. Furthermore, many

couples who have emotionally divorced never acquire a legal

divorce despite high levels of marital discord and stress.

It has often been suggested that the conflict between a

child's parents is the most important mediating variable

associated with divorce and a child's adjustment (Long &

Forehand, 1987).

The belief that marital conflict directly relates to

many behavior problems in children is widely held among both

lay people and professionals. Framo (1975) notes that some

psychologists have postulated the presence of a problem
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marriage whenever there is a problem child. And indeed,

investigators have found a consistent relation between

severity and frequency of behavior problems in children and

discord in intact marriages (Emery, 1982; Oltmanns,

Broderick, & O'Leary, 1977; Porter & O'Leary, 1980). Thus,

the emergent critical question is whether it is the

separation and divorce per se or the interparental conflict

which is more strongly related to a child's poor adjustment.

It is important to di.fferentiate between the two because the

answer to this question has a direct impact on the issue of

whether parents should remain together "for the sake of the

children" (Emery, 1982).

Recent evidence suggests that it is interparental

conflict, not the divorce itself, which is connected to

childhood problems (Emery, 1982). This conclusion is

supported by five divergent lines of research. First,

investigators have compared children from homes broken by

divorce with children from homes broken by death. Behavior

problems were found to be associated with divorce but not

death (Douglas, Ross, Hammond, & Mulligan, 1966; Gibson,

1969; Gregory, 1965), thus indicating that something other

than separation was having an effect. Second, other studies

have found that children from divorces which were without

conflict or low in conflict were less likely to have

adjustment problems than children from divorces with high

interparental conflict (Gibson, 1969; McCord, McCord,
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Schoenberg & Sorey, 1974). Third, Emery (1982) found that

children from divorced families shared many features with

those of children from intact but highly discordant

families. Similarities were found in the undercontrolled

behavior, sex differences, and coping strategies among the

two groups. Fourth, parental conflict that extends beyond

the divorce is often associated with continued behavior

problems in children (Anthony, 1974; Guidubaldi et al.,

1978; Hetherington, Cox, & Cox, 1976; Jacobson, 1978; Kelly

& Wallerstein, 1976). And, fifth, Lambert, Essen, and Head

(1977), found in their longitudinal study that the problems

exhibited by children from divorced families had been noted

prior to the actual parental separation.

Overall, then, there is substantial evidence for

Emery's claim that "interparental conflict has been

associated with behavior problems in children whether that

conflict occurred in intact marriages, before a divorce, or

after a divorce" (p. 313). Interparental discord places

children of both intact or divorced families at greater risk

than children from families without constant conflict.

Furthermore, many studies suggest that the severity or

frequency of behavior problems of children from discordant

family backgrounds are worse for boys than for girls

(Cadoret & cain, 1980; Emery & O'Leary, 1982; Hess & Camara,

1979; Hetherington et al., 1978). Hetherington & Camara

(1982) partially attribute this sex difference to the
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finding that boys are more often exposed to parental

hostilities and receive less support than girls.

Emery (1982) in reviewing the literature concludes:

"There is a sex difference in response to marital discord,

but the difference is how and how much the sexes respond,

not whether they do" (p. 316). He noted that a sex

difference appears when comparing the type of sample used

(clinic or nonclinic). In nonclinic samples, discord has

been related to different types of problems in boys and

girls (Block, Block, & Morrison, 1981; Whitehead, 1979;

Emery, 1982). The nonclinic samples suggest interparental

conflict is directly associated with undercontrolled or

acting-out behavior in boys. For girls within nonclinic

samples, conflict appears more associated with

overcontrol led behavior; girls were more likely to exhibit

anxiety or withdrawal, or to be well-behaved--behaviors

which were more socially acceptable for them (Block et al.,

1981; Whitehead, 1979). In clinic samples behavior problems

have been found only for boys (Emery & O'Leary, 1982; Porter

& O'Leary, 1980). This sex difference across settings may

be explained in the following way: as boys appear to respond

to marital turmoil in a more pervasive, less controlled

manner, they are likely to be referred for clinic

intervention, while girls who pose no external behavior

problem are not likely to be referred, especially from a

school setting (Ross, 1980).
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In addition to the sex differences, the effects of

parental conflict are influenced by two other subordinate

factors. These are the amount of conflict and the type of

conflict to which the child is exposed (Emery, 1982). As

expected, marriages in which conflict is more overtly

hostile are more likely to result in poorly adjusted

children than are marriages characterized by apathy (Rutter,

Graham, Chadwick, & Yule, 1974) or marriages in which

conflict is more encapsulated (Hetherington, Cox, & Cox,

1978) •

Children from homes with conflict lasting long periods of

time are also at risk. Children who have not been directly

exposed to interparental conflict, however, appear to escape

some of the associated risks (Hetherington et al., 1982;

Porter & O'Leary, 1980). Rutter (1980) found decreases in

emotional and behavioral problems in children taken from

their discordant homes and placed in harmonious homes at

early ages. In contrast, those children who remained in

their high-conflict homes continued to exhibit problems.

Studies of divorce have found that continuation of parental

conflicts following divorce results in children who have

more problems and who more often require professional help

(Hetherington et al., 1976; Johnston, Campbell, & Mayes,

1985; Kelly & Wallerstein, 1976).

Although interparental conflict appears harmful to

children in both intact and divorced families, the effects
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seem to be worse for the children of divorce (Hetherington &

Camara, 1982). Two studies (Hess & Camara, 1979;

Hetherington, Cox, & Cox, 1979) have found that a good

relationship with either parent in a two-parent household

acted as a buffer, mitigating but not eliminating the

effects of discord; in single-parent divorced families, an

exceptional relationship was required with the custodial

parent to produce the same effects.

Thus, the research seems to show that parental discord

is likely to impair children's emotional adjustment. Also,

although there is considerable research investigating the

impact on children of hostility between their parents, there

have been few studies investigating the continuous or

delayed effects of marital discord as the child reaches

adulthood, or the long-term effects which may emerge as

these adults form their own relationships.

Therefore, the second hypothesis of this study composed of

three parts, states:

H2a: Parental conflict will be inversely related
to relationship satisfaction for both ADF and
AIF.

H2b: Parental conflict will be directly related to
increased conflict for both ADF and AIF.

H2c: The negative effects of parental conflict on
relationship satisfaction and conflict will be
greater for ADF than for AIF.
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contact/Relationship with Father

In the majority of divorced families, children are

awarded to their mothers' custody, resulting in separation

from or decreased contact with their fathers. Although

almost every state has recently revised its custody laws to

eliminate the routine preferential custody of children to

mothers (Hetherington & Camara, 1984), judges remain more

likely to give custody to mothers (Pearson, Munson, &

Thoennes, 1982; weitzman & Dixon, 1979). Even with the

increasing number of fathers who are awarded sole or joint

custody (Emery, Hetherington & Fisher, 1984; Pearson et al.,

1982), ninety percent of the single-parent households are

still headed by mothers (Kalter, 1987).

The nonresidence of a father in the household usually

results in a depletion of economic resources. In addition,

social and emotional support are also diminished.

Hetherington and Camara (1984) list the following losses

associated with the absence of a father: " •.. the loss of

social support, an effective role model, agent of

socialization, trainer of skills, disciplinarian, and

bUffering agent II (p. 412).

In many cases immediately following the divorce

noncustodial fathers begin spending more time with their

children than they had while married (Furstenberg, 1982;

Hetherington et al., 1982; Kelly & Wallerstein, 1976).

Unfortunately, this increased involvement tends to decrease
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rapidly over the next two years (Furstenberg, 1982;

Hetherington et al., 1982). within the two-year period

following the divorce, many noncustodial fathers lose

contact with their children or have only infrequent visits

with them (Furstenburg, 1982; Hetherington et al., 1982).

Thus, for many children, divorce means the true loss of

their father.

Post-divorce father-child relationships, however,

cannot be predicted from pre-divorce relationships

(Hetherington & Camara, 1984; Hetherington et al., 1978).

Many fathers who had been previously uninvolved with their

children become concerned and participate actively in child

raising as they gain awareness of the possible loss of their

children (Wallerstein, 1980). Other previously devoted

fathers may disengage from their children following the

family break-up (Furstenburg, 1982; Hetherington & camara,

1984).

In addition, sex differences in fathers' maintenance of

contact with their children have been reported. Following

divorce, fathers are more likely to continue relationships

with their sons than their daughters (Hess & Camara, 1979).

Visits with sons also tend to last longer than visits with

daughters (Hess & Camara, 1979). Interestingly, preliminary

evidence from several studies appears to indicate that lack

of contact with fathers is more immediately important to the

adjustment of boys than girls (Hetherington et al., 1982;
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Santrock & Warchak, 1979); however, while a father's

presence may not be as important for girls' development of

self-control, sex-role typing, and cognition as it appears

to be for boys, the lack of a father may have delayed

effects which could appear in girls' adolescent years

(Hetherington, 1972; Wallerstein & Kelly, 1980).

Hetherington et ale (1979) found some evidence that

father absence before age five may result in disruptions in

sex-role typing of young boys. Boys who lose their fathers

after that age do not differ in sex-role typing from boys of

nondivorced families. Young boys in mother-headed

households, however, have been rated as more dependent, less

masculine (Santrock, 1970), more feminine in self-concepts

and sex-role preferences, and less aggressive than boys from

nondivorced families (Hetherington, 1966; Kalter, 1987;

Robin, 1971).

In the case of sex-role typing, Hetherington et ale

(1982) found no differences in sex-role preferences or sex

role orientation among single-parent and intact-family

preschool-aged boys at two months and at one year post

divorce. However, two years after the divorce boys from

single-parent families were scoring lower on male preference

and higher on female preference. They were also drawing the

female figure first more often than boys from intact

families. Their male and female figures showed less sex

differentiation than those of their non-divorced male peers
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or both groups of girls. In addition, the authors found the

boys from single-parent families spent more time playing

with girls and younger children and were more often involved

in female activities.

Whether or not males who had experienced father absence

as children show less masculine behavior in adulthood

remains unclear. The few studies that have attempted to

investigate the long-term effect of father absence in adult

males have not used comparable samples. However, in an

investigation of male college students' sex-role identity

and personal adjustment, Covell and Turnbull (1982) found

young men with a history of father absence due to divorce

neither less masculine nor more feminine than those from

two-parent families. It must be noted, however, that a

college sample was utilized for this study, and thus the

results may not be representative of a divorced population.

The authors did find evidence of lowered self-esteem and

self-confidence in their subjects who experienced father

absence before age five. Furthermore, they found that young

men with a history of father absence due to divorce were

less likely to marry and were more likely to live with their

girlfriends than were their peers who experienced father

absence for other reasons.

For young girls father absence has not been related to

sex-role disruptions (Hetherington, 1972). Sex-role

preferences or sex-role orientation of girls does not differ
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among single parent or intact families (Hetherington, 1982;

Kalter, 1987). However, as reported earlier, daughters of

divorce seem to be more dependent both at horne and in school

than daughters from nondivorced families (Hetherington et

al., 1982; Kalter, 1987; Zaslow, 1989).

Studies investigating the implications of father

absence for daughters have noted a delayed effect

(Hetherington et al., 1985; Wallerstein, 1985). While girls

from divorced families in which remarriages have not

occurred often adjust well immediately following the

divorce, disturbances in the girls' sUbsequent heterosexual

relationships at adolescence have been found. Nelson and

Vangen (1971) compared father absent and father present

eighth grade girls and found that the father absent girls

dated more frequently and began dating at an earlier age

than father present girls. Furthermore, the father absent

girls appeared to have sexual experiences earlier than the

father present girls.

Hetherington (1972) compared three groups of daughters

ages 13-17. One group lived with both parents; the second

group had lost their fathers through death; and the last

group had no contact with their fathers following divorce.

Although the girls did not differ in sex-typed behaviors or

preference for the female role, Hetherington found that

daughters whose parents had divorced more often sought

attention from males, had the lowest self-esteem, and were
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the most sexually active. In contrast, daughters of widows

demonstrated inhibition, rigidity, avoidance, and restraint

around males. Both divorced daughters and widowed daughters

also exhibited greater dependency. The differences found

were most pronounced for girls who had experienced the

parental divorce most distantly in the past. ThUS, these

young women were not reacting to the crises of the divorce,

but rather appeared to exhibit a delayed reaction to the

absence of their fathers.

Using the clinical case method, Kalter (1984) outlined

common characteristics of several teenage daughters of

divorce. similar to Hetherington (1972) he found that the

most troubled girls had experienced parental divorce early

in childhood, and had little or no subsequent contact with

their fathers. Also, adjustment appeared normal until

adolescence, when the girls began to engage in extremely

hostile interactions with their mothers, precocious sexual

activity, and involvement with drug and/or alcohol. Kalter

described the family dynamics underlying these behavioral

problems as stemming from "intense separation conflicts vis

a-vis mother and an internalized sense of femininity as

being unworthwhile" (p. 539). Kalter's clinic sample,

however, was not representative of the general popUlation,

and his conclusions were based on clinical impressions and a

psychodynamic orientation.
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Not all noncustodial fathers lose contact with their

children. Consistently, studies find positive outcomes when

fathers maintain warm, supportive relationships with their

children following divorce (Guidubaldi et al., 1987; Hess &

Camara, 1979; Hetherington et al., 1982; Lowery & Settle,

1985). Frequent and reliable visitation has been associated

with better adjustment for both boys and girls (Guidubaldi

et al., 1987). Fathers who maintain frequent contact with

their children and who remain highly involved in their

children's lives are often able to mitigate many of the

negative effects associated with divorce (Kurdek, 1981).

Fathers play an important role in the socialization of

children. Most developmental theories place importance on

the father's role for the subsequent learning of appropriate

responses in later heterosexual relations (Biller & Weiss,

1970). However, very few studies have examined the

significance of the father-child relationship, particularly

following divorce, on children's social development and

subsequent adult relationships. with the large numbers of

children living in single-parent households currently, it

would be reasonable to examine whether the relationship they

maintain with their father is related to their relationships

as adults. Thus, the third hypothesis composed of three

parts, states:

H3a: The positive effects of increased contact with
and more favorable attitudes toward fathers on
relationship conflict and satisfaction will be
stronger for ADF than for AIF.
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H3b: These positive effects will be stronger for
males (M) than for females (F). The predicted
order of differences will be:

M-ADF > F-ADF > M-AIF > F-AIF

contact/Relationship with Mother

The relationships between mothers and their children

following divorce are associated with numerous factors. In

keeping with a process view, one must consider the altered

mother-child relationship within the context of the

emotional and situational responses of the family members to

the redefined roles and shifts in responsibilities of the

reorganizing family.

The emotional disturbance and physical changes

associated with divorce have a direct impact on the adult's

capacity to parent (Wallerstein, 1985b). studies have found

parents commonly exhibit wide mood swings (Hetherington &

Camara, 1984), problems concentrating, poor health,

fluctuations in weight, sleep disturbances, sexual

dysfunction, fatigue, and increased use of alcohol or drugs

(Bloom et al., 1978; Goode, 1965; Hetherington et al.,

1982). During the period immediately following separation

or divorce, Wallerstein (1985b) feels a diminished level of

parenting should nearly always be expected as parents are

preoccupied with their own hurts and losses:

At the simplest level, diminished parenting
signifies the decreased availability of the parent to
the child, a sharp decline in emotional sensitivity and
emotional support for the child, decreased pleasure in
the relationship, decreased attentiveness to the

~ ..._-------
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child's needs and wishes, less talk, less play, less
interaction altogether, and a steep escalation in the
inappropriate expression of anger. (Wallerstein, 1985b,
p. 117)

In support of Wallerstein's proposal of a diminished

capacity to parent, Hetherington et al. (1982), in their

study of the effects of divorce on children and parents,

reported that divorced parents communicated less frequently,

showed less affection, disciplined less consistently, and

made fewer maturity demands on their children during the

first year following the divorce.

This diminished level of parenting is probably more

salient for women, who most often retain responsibility of

the children. To make matters worse, women with custody of

the children often experience severe financial distress

following divorce despite legal allocations for child

support (Hetherington & Camara, 1984; Hetherington et al.,

1982; Wallerstein, 1980; Weitzman, 1979). Financial

declines for these women are more substantial and permanent

than they are for men. Estimates of post-divorce income

adjusted for the needs of these women and children range

from a 7 percent drop (Cherlin, 1981) to as much as 30

percent (Hoffman, 1977). Indeed, Cherlin (1981) proposes

that "the most detrimental aspect of the absence of fathers

from one-parent families headed by women is not the lack of

a male presence, but the lack of a male income" (p. 81).

Wallerstein noted that the sUbsequent decreases in their
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standards of living are difficult for all women and add to

their emotional upheaval at this time.

Perhaps most symbolic of this financial decline is the

fact that many women who had been homemakers while married

must enter the work force following divorce (Cherlin, 1981;

Hetherington, 1981; Hetherington & Camara, 1984;

Wallerstein, 1980). However, these women often do not have

the training necessary to obtain well-paying jobs and many

end up in low-paying part-time jobs or short-term positions

(Cherlin, 1981; Hetherington & Camara, 1984). Other women

who had worked while married were only infrequently able to

function as the sole provider for the family.

Finding work outside of the family helped to increase

the self-esteem for many women. Researchers have noted that

some newly employed divorced women experienced an increased

sense of self-worth, independence, and an increased sense of

control over their lives (Cherlin, 1981). This increased

sense of self-confidence did not occur for all women and

there were many who did not find satisfaction in their jobs

or who resented the necessity of their employment

(Hetherington & Camara, 1984; Wallerstein, 1980).

In either case, working mothers in single-parent

families often become unavailable to their children.

Preschool children whose mothers begin working at the time

of the divorce seem to experience the loss of both parents

and may be reflecting this loss in their high rate of
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behavior disorders (Hetherington et al., 1978). Many

mothers feel overburdened by the responsibilities and tasks

they must fulfill alone. Wallerstein (1980) reported abrupt

decreases in mother-child interactions in one-third of her

sample following the parental separation as mothers found

jobs, went back to school, or both and still attempted to

complete household chores. Children in her study noted the

loneliness of coming home to an empty house and the loss of

their mother's presence during leisure hours or weekends.

For the children, the unavailability of parental

figures has been related to behavioral and adjustment

problems which in turn further stress custodial mothers

(Schwarzberg, 1981; Wallerstein & Kelly, 1975). Studies

have found divorced custodial mothers and remarried mothers

experience greater difficulty with their children than do

married non-divorced mothers or divorced fathers

(Furstenberg et al., 1982; Hetherington et al., 1982; Zill,

1983). In general, divorced fathers tend to remove

themselves from their traditional authoritarian roles and

become more permissive and indulgent (Hetherington et al.,

1982; Kelly & Wallerstein, 1976). In contrast, perhaps to

compensate for the absence of the father who had been the

disciplinarian, many mothers tend to increase use of

authoritarian mannerisms with their children and become more

restrictive (Burgess, 1978; Colleta, 1979; Hetherington et

al., 1982). However, Hetherington et ale (1982), through
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analysis of interviews, observations, and behavior

checklists, found mothers were inconsistent and ineffective

with their authoritarian role, especially when interacting

with their sons. In their study and in another conducted by

Patterson (1982), mothers and sons became involved in a

cycle of interacting behaviors in which mothers' inadequate

authoritarianism induced and was a response to aggression

and noncompliance in their sons.

While mothers attempted to control their children's

behavior with increased restrictions and limitations,

Hetherington et ale (1982) found children also played a role

in their mothers' behavior. Children behaved better and

were more likely to obey divorced fathers than divorced

mothers. Children, especially boys, were more likely to

exhibit oppositional behavior and to make more negative

complaining demands towards their mothers and to comply with

their fathers. This noncompliance was particularly acute

during the first year following the divorce when children

rarely obeyed, did not affiliate with, and instead ignored

their mothers. Boys' aggression peaked during this time,

decreasing significantly afterwards yet still remaining at a

higher level after two years than that of boys from intact

families. Thus, Hetherington et ale (1982) found children's

behavior markedly negative during the first post-divorce

year and improved during the second. During the second
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year, both parents and children appeared to recover from the

divorce and to reach a new level of stabilization.

During the first year following the divorce, many

families experience a period of disorganization in which

structure is lost. The family members' roles are blurred,

routine tasks are disrupted, and regular events such as

mealtimes become irregular. Hetherington et ale (1982)

found divorced mothers less likely to eat dinner with their

children and less likely to play with their children; these

children had less consistent bedtimes, were less likely to

be read to at bedtimes, and were more likely to arrive at

school late. Again, this familial disorganization was most

marked during the first year and had usually improved

significantly by the second year.

Divorce results in a multitude of new responsibilities

and tasks for the custodial parent, who may already be

emotionally incapacitated. For this reason, Schwarzberg

(1981) notes that divorce often tends to blur the

generational boundaries and defined roles between parent and

child. Oftentimes the older children in single-parent

families assume many responsibilities for the family.

Single mothers may consciously or unconsciously place a son

in the vacated role of man of the house or recruit a

daughter to fill her role of mother while she is at work.

This child's increased power and involvement in the

decision-making process for the family has been associated
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with greater self-sufficiency and a more egalitarian,

cooperative relationship between the child and parent

(Weiss, 1979). However, the placement of an adult role with

adult responsibilities on a child can in other situations

result in resentment, feelings of helplessness, precocious

sexuality, and withdrawal from the family (Wallerstein,

1978; Wallerstein & Kelly, 1980; Weiss, 1979).

Thus, much evidence has accumulated noting a

significant decrease in a mother's ability to parent within

the first year following divorce. studies have found

divorced families stabilize after about a year; however, the

long-term effects of living within this reorganized family

system remain mostly undocumented. In many cases, the

custodial mother is emotionally and/or physically

unavailable to the children. Although most children adjust

to the altered family situation, it is unlikely that

children remain emotionally untouched by this experience.

Research has shown that the quality of family relationships

following the divorce is important in helping children

recover from the losses of the divorce. Therefore, as

mothers in most cases retain custody of the children, the

quality of childrens' relationships with

their mother will be important. Thus, the fourth hypothesis

composed of two parts, states:

H4a: The positive effects of increased contact with
and more favorable attitudes toward fathers on
relationship conflict and satisfaction will be
stronger for ADF than for AIF.
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H4b: These positive effects will be stronger for females
(F) than for males (M). The predicted order of
differences will be:

F-ADF > M-ADF > F-AIF > M-AIF

Age at Parental Divorce

The Wallerstein studies.

Wallerstein and Kelly (1974, 1975, 1976), and

Wallerstein (1984, 1985, 1986) have produced the only

longitudinal study describing the emotional effects of

divorce at different ages. The Wallerstein study began in

1971 and attempted to document the experiences of 60

families in Northern California who were at that time

involved in the process of divorce. Children and

adolescents, along with their parents, were studied

intensively during a six-week period close to the marital

separation, at 18 months, and at 10 years post-separation

(Wallerstein & Kelly, 1974,1975, 1976). All subjects for

this study were obtained through the divorce counseling

service at the Marin County Community Health Center on

referral from family lawyers, pediatricians, and schools.

The initial data was obtained through interviews,

questionnaires, school records, and direct observation of

some of the youngest children's play activities (Wallerstein

& Kelly, 1974, 1975, 1976). Data for follow-up studies was

collected primarily through semistructured interviews and

questionnaires (Wallerstein, 1984, 1985, 1986). Wallerstein

and Kelly found almost all children and adolescents
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initially were highly distressed during their parents'

divorce. However, the course and outcomes of the divorce

varied among the different age groups.

Findings from the preschool group.

The youngest preschool group (ages 2-1/2 to 3-1/4 years

old) reacted to the divorce with observable and significant

behavior changes which included: separation anxieties, sleep

problems, irritability, and a state of neediness. The

authors also found that all of these children regardless of

sex exhibited some regressive behavior, with those children

whose fathers left without any explanation showing the most

severe regressions.

At the one-year follow-up, Wallerstein and Kelly (1972)

report that the behavior changes and regressions had

disappeared in most of these children. The variable which

seemed most related to improvement was the quality of the

subsequent caretaking. The authors note that it did not

seem to matter whether the caretaker was the mother, father

or some substitute employed by the parents, as long as the

person was consistent and loving. The children who had not

improved at follow-up were from families in which high

discord remained.

The children from the middle preschool group (ages 3

3/4 to 4-3/4) immediately following the divorce showed

increases in aggressive behavior and reduced self-esteem.
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They displayed inhibition in play and fantasy and much

sadness and insecurity. Wallerstein and Kelly found these

children to be confused over the loss of one parent, to

express fantasies of reconciliation in their play, and also

to express self-blame in their explanations of the divorce.

Wallerstein and Kelly's oldest preschool group (ages 5

to 6 years) at the initial evaluation were anxious and

irritable. There was a high level of aggression,

restlessness, moodiness (some of which were exhibited in

separation problems), and temper tantrums. However, unlike

the younger children, the children in this group seemed to

understand the events and changes arising through the

divorce. Also unlike the younger children, many children in

this group were able to directly express to the interviewers

their sadness over the divorce and their desire to reunite

the family. Wallerstein and Kelly note that within this

older preschool group they found for the first time children

who were not developmentally impeded and who did not lose

self-confidence despite the divorce proceedings.

Furthermore, in contrast to the younger group, a greater

consistency existed between the children's initial

evaluation and their evaluation at one-year follow-up. The

five children who looked significantly worse at follow-up

were the ones considered to be at risk at the initial

assessment.
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Of the total sample, 44% of the children were judged by

Wallerstein and Kelly to be significantly worse at the one

year follow-up than at the initial evaluation based on their

clinical presentations. While there had been no discernible

differences in response by sex at the time of the initial

evaluation, the authors found much larger numbers of the

girls (10 out of 16; 63%) to be significantly worse at

follow-up than boys (5 out of 18; 27%). The authors also

found substantial changes in parent-child relationships

after one year. Most notable was a decrease in the quality

of mother-child relationships in about half of the families

within the study, which seemed to be related to the

deterioration of the psychological condition of the child.

In contrast, father-child relationships seemed to improve

over the course of the first year following divorce, but

this new relationship did not offset deterioration.

At the ten-year follow-up, Wallerstein (1984) found

most of their preschool sample (now within their teens)

faring rather well. Few of these children had conscious

memories of the pre-divorce family or of the divorce itself.

still, a significant number expressed sadness over the

divorce and reconciliation fantasies were still voiced in

over half of the sUbjects. Relationships with the custodial

mother were often close while relationships with the

noncustodial father retained an emotional centrality whether

the fathers were present or absent. As the youngsters
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reached adolescence, there appeared to be an increased

desire to establish relationships with the absent fathers

especially for the girls of this age group. Overall, most

of the youngsters within this age group were performing

adequately in school and tended to be optimistic about the

possibilities of their futures and their own marriages. In

contrast to other researchers (Hetherington, 1972; Kalter,

1977), the authors concluded that children who are very

young at the time of a divorce may be less burdened in the

future than older children. This finding is interesting as

it was this age group who initially was most distressed and

exhibited an assortment of regressions at the time of the

divorce.

Findings from the latency-aged group.

The early latency group consisted of 26 children who

were between 7 and 8 years of age at the time of their

parents' divorce and the initial evaluation. For this

group, the most apparent response to their parents'

separation was a pervasive sadness. Kelly and Wallerstein

(1976) felt this group was highly aware of their suffering

and had great difficulty relieving it. Most of the children

within this age group expressed fear about their current

family structure and also about their future. Twenty-five

out of the 26 children had wishes of reconciliation. None

of the children was pleased with the divorce, not even any

- --- --------
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who had been a witness to continual and sometimes violent

marital conflict.

Also characteristic of this group was a strong sense of

loss with respect to the father. More than half of the

children missed their father intensely. The feelings of

rejection and abandonment were striking within this group.

Boys appeared to be the most affected, and there seemed to

be no connection to the pre-divorce relationship with the

father and the subsequent longing following separation.

Among the mother-child relationships, the authors found

fears of antagonizing the mother to be common. However,

some children, especially boys, expressed direct anger at

the mother for the loss of their father. More frequently,

anger was felt to be displaced on teachers, friends or

siblings, often in temper tantrums or behavior problems.

Also prevalent were conflicts in the children's loyalty to

both parents. Unlike the younger preschool children, one

quarter of the children in this group were enlisted by one

or both parents to aid in their conflict.

By the one-year follow-up, most of the children had

replaced the intense pain and sUffering with a sad and

resigned attitude about the divorce. Fifty percent of the

total sample had either improved or maintained their

psychological functioning. six (23%) were felt to have

deteriorated over the year from their initial level of

functioning. Three of the children (12%) were lost to
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follow-up, and it was unclear what happened to the rest of

the children in the sample. Reconciliation wishes remained

strong in a third of the boys. A strong loyalty to the

father remained among all the children in general but among

the boys in particular.

Wallerstein and Kelly's (1976) later latency group

included 31 children between the ages of 9 and 12. The

authors found this group of children remarkably different

from the early latency children only a few years younger.

These children appeared more mature in their composure and

understanding of their parents' divorce. In contrast to the

younger latency children who were immobilized and

disorganized by their conflicting emotions, these older

children were attempting to master their feelings by

attaching coherence and meaning to their experiences.

Wallerstein and Kelly noted that these children used both

"denial and distress" to avoid becoming overwhelmed by their

fears. The children were aware of and grieved over their

losses, yet they utilized strategies such as bravado,

refusing to acknowledge the divorce, keeping in motion, or

just not thinking about it to deal with their emotions and

to keep others from knowing the extent of their distress.

Clear and well-directed anger was characteristic of

this group. Unlike the unfocused aggression noted in

younger children, the anger of children from this age group

was object-related and readily articulated. Most often it
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was directed at the parent whom they perceived responsible

for the divorce. Children at this age were most likely to

align with one parent and to take sides in the parental

conflict. Closely related to this blame was a sense of

moral indignation and shame that their parent had behaved in

an immoral manner.

In addition, Wallerstein and Kelly also noted a shaken

sense of identity with many of these children. In their

interviews these children described confusion over who they

were in the present and who they were likely to become in

the future. These children were well able to articulate

their distress over the disintegration of structures they

believed stable and indestructible. Part of their confusion

also lay in the contradiction between reality and their

strict moral code. The authors reported children felt a

weakening in their consciences due to the disenchantment

with their parents' behavior and also because of the loss of

their fathers who had been the moral authority in most

cases.

By one-year follow-up, Wallerstein and Kelly found half

of this group of later latency children had adjusted

adequately to the divorce. However, one-third of the group

still expressed an unforgiving anger toward one of the

parents, and few maintained good relations with both

parents. The other half of the group displayed evidence of

troubled behavior patterns. About half of these distressed
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children were worse at follow-up than at the initial visit,

displaying low self-esteem, depression, and frequent

problems with school and peers. Maladjustment was exhibited

in worsening phobic reactions, delinquent behavior,

isolation, and a precocious thrust into sexual

preoccupation.

At the ten-year follow-up, the children, now between

the ages of 16 and 18, were characterized by feelings of

sadness, neediness and vulnerability. Half of the boys and

one-fourth of the girls were considered poorly adjusted.

Relationships with noncustodial fathers for the majority of

these youngsters were poor, yet the psychological

significance of the father had persisted and appeared to

have gained importance with adolescence for both sexes,

especially boys. Quality of the father-son relationship,

not frequency, was significantly associated with good or bad

adjustment in boys. Fear of present and future

relationships was a central concern for both boys and girls.

Both sexes expressed a great deal of anxiety about

relationships with the opposite sex, marriage, and personal

commitment. In general, Wallerstein and Kelly felt that the

children within this group expressed lowered expectations

and a sense of powerless.

Findings from the adolescent group.

Adolescents ages 13 to 18 made up Wallerstein and

Kelly's (1974) oldest group. At the time of the divorce,
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almost all of the 21 adolescents within their sample

experienced the divorce as an extremely painful event.

Anger, considerable sadness, a sense of loss, and a sense of

betrayal were commonly expressed. There also were strong

feelings of shame and embarrassment. The authors were

surprised at the extent of the unhappiness experienced by

this group whom they had expected would be most capable of

separating themselves from the parental break-up.

Even the more intact adolescents were not left

untouched. The authors noted that most expressed concern

about their future as marital partners and the worry that

divorce might also occur within their adult life. There was

much apprehension about selecting the right marital partner

as well as about their capability to engage adequately in a

relationship.

In addition, the authors found four subgroups of

youngsters in whom divorce triggered or added to serious

psychopathological responses. First, there were those who

experienced a prolonged interference with entry into

adolescence. Mastery of the normative tasks of adolescence

seemed delayed or held back by the particular conflict and

parent-child interaction occurring at that time. Second,

there were those who experienced a temporary delay rather

than a full blocking of their entry into adolescence.

Third, there were those who responded to their parents'

divorce with a pseudo-adolescence, engaging in premature
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heterosexual activities. The authors felt the youngsters

were reacting to their parents' unconscious needs and

impulses rather than participating in true emancipating

adolescent experiences. Finally, there were those who

experienced regression following the loss of external values

and controls and were unable to contain the sexual and

aggressive impulses triggered by the intense anxieties and

conflicts of the divorce.

At the one-year follow-up, most of the adolescents

appeared to have returned to their original level of

functioning. Except for those cases where development was

blocked or delayed, most of the adolescents were able to

resume their path to adulthood at the same or a higher level

of achievement enhanced by their mastery of the difficult

events from the preceding year.

By the IO-year mark, members of the adolescent group

were between the ages of 23 and 29. The majority of the

members of this group while apprehensive about repeating

their parents' unhappy marriage, believed in the idea of a

lasting marriage. still, two-thirds of these young adults

considered their parents' divorce as a major influence in

their lives with presently enduring effects. Many of them

remained burdened with memories of the divorce, feelings of

sadness, continuing resentment at parents, and a sense of

deprivation. One third of the young adults within this

group had engaged in moderately serious to serious illegal
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activities (assault, burglary, arson, drug dealing, and

theft). Evidence of difficulties in heterosexual adjustment

and feelings of diminished feminine self-worth were also

found in 33% of the women. While most were attractive and

well-educated, these women were caught up in a cycle of

short-lived relationships, drifting from one man to another.

In their interviews they described intense wishes to be

cared for by a man. They often chose men older than they

were, and they displayed difficulty making a commitment to a

relationship or to a career. Interestingly, this group of

young adult daughters of divorce directly attributed their

difficulties to conflicts originating from their parents'

divorce.

Summary of the Wallerstein studies.

Although one of the most frequently cited within the

divorce literature, the Wallerstein and Kelly study is

limited by its clinical focus and lack of empirical data.

Very little of what they reported over the ten years is

quantifiable. In addition, the study has been criticized

for its lack of a control group and its unrepresentative

sample. sUbjects were from Marin County, an upper middle

class area with a high divorce rate. Furthermore, the

families were self-selected, since they sought help from a

counseling agency, and may thus represent the worst-case

scenarios of divorce. still, researchers studying the

effects of divorce on children agree with Wallerstein and
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Kelly's view that divorce constitutes a major disequilibrium

for all family members (Kalter, 1987). Parents and children

undergo transitions in their roles and behaviors during

adjustment to living within a single-parent family or within

one newly remarried. Most of these adjustments are

significant stressors and provide experiences unimaginable

for the child of an intact family.

Thus, in their la-year longitudinal study, Wallerstein

and Kelly found that there are long-term consequences for

the children of divorce. As did other researchers,

Wallerstein and Kelly found that it was the family

environment established after the divorce that was most

associated with good or poor psychological adjustment. The

authors noted that while relationships with mothers often

became close and mutually supportive, contact with

noncustodial fathers was important, especially at

adolescence. In addition, the authors found definite

differences in the childrens' reactions to their parents'

divorce depending on the age of the child at the time of

divorce and at the la-year follow-up.

Thus, the last hypothesis will examine whether or not

the main effect varies by age at the time of divorce. At

her la-year follow-up, Wallerstein (1984, 1985, 1986) found

differing emotional responses and attitudes toward

relationships depending upon the child's age at the time of

parental divorce. These differences are likely to reappear
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in subsequent adult relationships. It is uncertain,

however, which age group would be most affected.

Differences in relationships are predicted in accordance

with age at the time of parental divorce; however, the order

of these differences, or the prediction of which ages will

prove most problematic, will be explored in the resulting

data. Thus, Hypothesis 5 states:

H5: The strength of the main effect, HI, will vary by ADF's
age at the time that they experience parental divorce.
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CHAPTER II: METHOD

Overview

This study examined the impact of parental divorce on

heterosexual courtship and marital relationships. ADF were

compared to AIF to determine whether there were differences

in levels of relationship satisfaction and conflict in

sUbjects' adult relationships. Other independent predictors

included in the analysis were: sUbjects' sex, amount of

parental conflict, relationship with father, and

relationship with mother. In addition, results were

analyzed to determine whether or not the main effect varied

by sUbjects' age at the time of parental divorce. SUbjects

were obtained by soliciting participation of alumni from

Henry J. Kaiser High School's classes of 1978-1982. The

sUbjects completed a total of 6 scales and a questionnaire

which requested demographic information. The data were

analyzed using canonical correlations, analysis of variance,

multiple regression, student's t-tests, and correlational

techniques.

Specification of the Model

This purpose of this study was to determine whether the

relationships of ADF differ from the relationships of AIF.

Dependent variables included general levels of relationship

satisfaction and discord across subjects' relationships and



71

the level of satisfaction and discord within their current

or most recent relationships. Predictor variables included

ADF vs. AIF, males vs. females--both as dichotomies, age at

divorce as an interval variable, and the following

quantitative variables: (1) sUbjects' scale scores on

measures of parental conflict; (2) father contact; (3)

mother contact; (4) communication with father; (5)

communication with mother; (7) attitude toward father; and

(8) attitude toward mother. Significant main effects were

hypothesized along with several interactions. canonical

correlations were first conducted to identify predictors

when the dependent variables were considered together as a

set. Then univariate models were utilized to examine the

main effects and the interactive effects of the predictors

for each dependent variable.

study Population

A single convenience sample was used for this study.

The sampling frame consisted of members of Henry J. Kaiser

High School classes of 1978 through 1982. Kaiser High

School is located in East Honolulu, within a development

area known as Hawai'i Kai. Kaiser High School alumni were

selected for this study's subject pool because of the

followin9 two characteristics of the population of the

Hawai'i Kai community. First, the 1990 Census of Hawai'i

Kai's population indicates that it is an ethnically diverse

community which somewhat approximates the ethnic composition
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of the state of Hawai'i (see Table 1 and Table 2). Second,

Hawai'i Kai is a community of predominantly middle to upper

middle-class households. It was recognized that the higher

socioeconomic status of this sample is not representative of

the general population of the State of Hawai'i. However, in

order to better test the study hypotheses, this higher SES

was desired as a method of decreasing the economic effects

which often heavily burdens single mothers and their

children following divorce (Lee & Moritsugu, 1985).

The incidence of parental divorce withiin this sampling

frame was unknown. However, the statistical data presented

in Table 3 indicate that the incidence of divorce in Hawai'i

is about 45% (state of Hawai'i Data Book, 1990). There was

no reason to believe that Kaiser High School would not

conform to this percentage.

Lists of class members with their most recent known

mailing addresses were obtained through the representative

of each class who had organized their respective ten-year

reunions. To the people on these class lists, 1471

questionnaires were mailed out from July 14, 1992 through

August 31, 1992. Data were collected from July 16, 1992

through October 10, 1992.
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Table 1
Ethnic Distribution of Hawai'i Kai

White 11,630

Asian 10,142
Chinese 3038
Filipino 736
Japanese .....•.....................•. 4948
Korean ........................•...... 1060
Other Asian 360

Pacific Islander •..••...••.••.•.••.••.•• 3820
Polynesian 1827

Hawaiian 1689
Samoan 94
other Polynesian ....••..••.•.••.••.•••. 44

Micronesian 159
Pacific Islander, not specified ..•.••••..•. 7

Black 210

American Indian, Eskimo, or Aleut •.••••... 71

other race 224

Total 26,097

Percent
44.6

28.9
11. 6

2.8
19.0
4.0
1.4

14.6
7.0
6.5

.4

.2

.6

.0

.8

.3

.9

Source: 1990 Census Of Population And Housing Summary Tape
File 1A Compilation of Census Tracts 1.02, 1.04,
1.05, 1.06, 1.07, 1.08
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Table 2
Ethnic Distribution of the ·State of Hawai'i

Ethnicity 1980 1990

I Percent
I distribution
1-----------------
I 1980 I 1990

I I I I
I I I I

All races ••.•••••••. I 964,691 11,108,229 I 100.0 I 100.0

Whi te ............... 318,770 369,616 33.0 33.4

Asian or Pacific
Islander .••••..•.. 583,252 685,236 60.5 61.8
Chinese •.•••••.•• 56,285 68,804 5.8 6.2
Filipino .•...••.• 133,940 168,682 13.9 15.2
Japanese •.•••••.. 239,748 247,486 24.9 22.3
Korean ........... 17,962 24,454 1.9 2.2
vietnamese •..••.• 3,463 5,468 0.4 0.5
Hawaiian •.•.••.•• 115,500 138,742 12.0 12.5
Samoan........... 14,073 15,034 1.5 1.4
Other Asian or

Pac. Islander .•• 2,281 16,566 0.2 1.5

Black ............... 17,364 27,195 1.8 2.5

American Indian,
Eskimo, or Aleut .• 2,768 5,099 33.0 33.4

Other race .......... 42,537 21,083 4.4 1.9

Based on 100-percent tabulations. The Asian or Pacific
Islander category includes only groups listed separately in
the race question. write-in responses for groups such as
Thai, Laotian, and Tongan were not included in 100-percent
totals for the Asian or Pacific Islander population and were
instead included with the "other race" group.

Source: u.S. Bureau of the Census, 1990 Census of
Population, General Population Characteristics, Hawai'i,
PC80-1-B13 (July 1982), tables 15 and 16; U.S. Bureau of the
Census, Release CB91-42 (February, 1991) and Summary Tape
File 1A.

Table reproduced from: State of Hawai'i Data Book, 1991.
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Marriages and Divorces in Hawai'i

75

Calendar Divorces/ Ratio of Divorces
Year Marriages Annulments to Marriages

1970 •.•••. 7,889 2,589 34%
1975 •..•.. 8,440 4,265 48%
1980 ••..•. 9,442 4,438 46%
1985 •••••. 9,893 4,887 47%
1990 ••.••• 10,407 5,179 47%

Source: Hawai'i State Department of Health, statistical
Report (annual), and records.

Table reproduced from: State of Hawai'i Data Book, 1991
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Procedure

Data Collection

Included in the questionnaire packets mailed to Kaiser

High School alumni were: (1) A face sheet which identified

the researcher and which provides a general description of

the study, ensured confidentiality, and requested sUbjects'

participation; (2) the research scales and the demographic

questionnaire; and, (3) a return envelope with postage. The

subjects were apprised that the study was about adult

relationships, but they were not informed that the intent

was to compare the relationships of ADF with AIF. (See

Appendix 1 for the research scales and demographic

questionnaire.)

Measures

Dependent measures

The dependent variables, relationship satisfaction and

relationship discord, were measured by two inventories: The

Index of Marital satisfaction (Hudson, 1974) and The

Conflict Tactics Scales (Straus, 1979). SUbjects were asked

to rate each of these two scales twice. The first time they

were asked to respond to each scale considering their global

or general tendencies for each item (what would be or has

been characteristic of their attitudes and behaviors across

past and present relationships); the second time subjects

were asked to respond to each scale item as it would apply

to their current or last relationship. The separate ratings
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for each scale were intended to elicit the extent to which

relationship satisfaction and discord are relationship

specific versus the extent to which they are more stable

patterns of attitudes and behavior related to parental

divorce.

Relationship satisfaction.

The procedural definition of satisfaction in the

relationship was defined as scale scores on the Index of

Marital Satisfaction (IMS) (Hudson, 1974). The IMS was one

of seven short-form measures developed by Hudson.

Difficulties with marital relationships were one of the five

categories of problems he had rationally identified as most

frequently seen in clinical settings.

The IMS which utilizes a five point Likert-type rating

was designed to measure the "degree or magnitude of a

problem partners have in their marital relationship"

(Hudson, 1974, p. 3). Individual items within the IMS

assess one's pleasure in activities engaged in together,

one's attitude regarding the relationship and choice of

one's partner, one's feeling of trust in one's partner and

the stability of the relationship. Although designed for

married couples, the wording of the scale makes it also

appropriate for use with unmarried couples. Only one out of

the 25 items of the scale (item number 18) specifically

mentions marriage ("I feel that I should never have married

my partner"), and for the purposes of this study was altered



78

to read: "I feel that I should never have become involved

with my partner." All other items utilize the terms

"partner" and "relationship" which accommodate both married

and nonmarried respondents. The items within this scale

attempt to measure the feelings of the respondents about a

number of components, behaviors, attitudes, and events that

occur within a relationship. Total scores obtained from

this inventory reflect the degree of dissatisfaction in a

relationship (Hudson & Glisson, 1976).

Hudson and Glisson (1976) have found the IMS to have

good reliability and validity. They report a split-half

reliability of .91 and test-retest reliability also of .91.

In their studies of validity, Hudson and Glisson found the

IMS to have high content, concurrent, discriminant, and

construct validity. In an effort to test concurrent

validity, Hudson and Glisson compared the IMS to the Locke

Wallace Marital Adjustment Test. The resulting validity

coefficients ranged from a low of -.741 to a high of -.806

with a mean of -.779. Concurrent validity coefficients

within the range of .40 to .60 are usually considered

acceptable. The negative signs also were expected as the

IMS measures dissatisfaction while the Locke-Wallace scores

marital satisfaction.

In a test of discriminant validity the IMS was found to

be the best of five predictors in distinguishing between

couples who claimed to have had marital problems and those
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who did not. In this discriminant analysis the IM8 was

compared to the authors' Generalized Contentment 8cale

(GCS), an index of self-esteem (SE), an index of sexual

satisfaction (88), and the Locke-Wallace Marital Adjustment

Test. The discriminant function was highly significant

(~<.0005) and the IMS standardized weight (-.85) was 12

times larger than the one for the Locke-Wallace scale (.06).

Furthermore, the standardized discriminant weight of the IMS

but not the Locke-Wallace was found to be larger than the

standardized discriminant weights of the GC8 (.001),

8E (-.13), SS (-.18), which were not measures of marital

satisfaction but measures of depression, self-esteem, and

sexual satisfaction respectively. Hudson and Glisson felt

this outcome not only showed discriminant validity but

provided evidence of construct validity as well.

Relationshi~ conflict.

Relationship conflict was assessed by respondents'

total scores when rating their relationships on the Conflict

Tactics Scale (straus, 1979). A description of this scale

and its psychometric properties is provided in the following

section.

Independent Predictors

Parental conflict.

While there has been much research on parental

conflict, there are few, if any, measures which allow the
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children involved to systematically assess this construct.

Perceived parental conflict was measured in this study

through the use of a modified Conflict Tactics Scales (CTS),

Form N, developed by Murray Straus (1979). The CTS was

chosen for three reasons. First, it is a widely recognized

measure which appears to have fairly good psychometric

properties. Second, the constructs measured by this scale

and the individual items which compose this scale are

appropriate to this study. And third, the modifications

made to adapt this scale for use in this study do not seem

to compromise the purpose of the instrument or to

significantly alter its content.

The CTS measures three modes of dealing with conflict,

each mode constituting a scale. The first scale, reasoning,

involves the use of rational discussion and is an

intellectual approach toward dealing with dispute. The

second scale, verbal aggression, includes both verbal and

nonverbal acts which symbolically or through the use of

threats hurt the other. The third scale is the violence

scale, which measures conflict that is resolved through

physical force against the other person. The component

items of the three modes within the CTS consist of a list of

actions which a family member might take in a conflict with

another member.

The CTS begins with items of low coerciveness (such as

discussion) and gradually proceeds to more coercive and
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aggressive items (such as pushing and hitting). The

original response categories of the CTS ask for the number

of times each action occurred ranging from "Never" to "More

than 20 times." For this study, these categories will be

modified to include the following six choices: (1) Rarely or

none of the time; (2) A little of the time; (3) Sometimes;

(4) A good part of the time; and, (5) Most or all of the

time.

Straus (1979) reported two measures of internal

consistency reliability for the Conflict Tactics Scales:

item analysis and the alpha coefficient of reliability. An

item analysis was computed using Form A, the original

version of the CTS, to determine the correlation of the

items making up the CTS with the total score. Mean

correlations of the CTS items with the total score ranged

from .44 to .91. The alpha coefficient, which represents

the mean of all possible corrected split-half reliabilities,

was computed for the CTS using Form N. This form is a

revised version of the CTS' Form A, which was developed and

used for a national interview survey to measure intrafamily

violence. The resulting coefficients ranged from .50 to .83

with the higher coefficients resulting for the Verbal

Aggression and Violence Scale and lower coefficients for the

Reasoning scale. Table 4 presents the item-total

correlations and coefficients of reliability as reported by

Straus (1979). Straus explains the low Reasoning scale
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Table 4
Internal consistency Reliability of the CTS1

Reliability of Husband-Wife Conflict Tactic Scales, Form A
(N=385)

Item-Total Correlations (r)
Range Mean

Conflict Tactics Scale
Reasoning
Verbal Aggression
Violence

Husband
.53-.82
.47-.85
.79-.91

Wife
.52-.78
.44-.81
.84-.91

Husband
.74
.73
.87

Wife
.70
.70
.88

Coefficient of Reliability (alpha) for CTS, Form N (N=2143)

Conflict Tactics Scale

Family Role
Parent to Child
Husband to Wife
Wife to Husband
Couple Scores

Reasoning
.64
.50
.51
.76

Verbal
Aggression

.77

.80

.79

.88

Violence
.78
.83
.82
.88

I Table reproduced from Straus (1979)
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coefficients as a function of the small number of items (3)

and suggests that for research in which measurement of

reasoning is an important focus, that the complete set of

items (Form N) be used.

straus (1979) examined three different aspects of

validity for the CTS: content, concurrent, and construct

validity. For content validity, straus claims that the

items of the CTS are face valid. He further states that the

violence items display content validity in that they all

describe acts of actual physical force used by one family

member on another.

As evidence of concurrent validity, straus cites a

study conducted by Bulcroft and straus (1975) in which high

school students and their mothers and fathers were asked to

complete the CTS. Bulcroft and straus found correlations of

students' ratings with their parents' ratings for the

reasoning scale to range from .50 to .76, for the verbal

aggression scale to range from .77 to .88, and for the

violence scale to range from .62 to .88 (no p values were

presented). The authors attribute the higher

correlations on the verbal aggression and violence scale to

the more dramatic and emotionally charged nature of these

modes of conflict which are more easily remembered.

straus (1979) cites several examples providing evidence

of construct validity. First, straus reports the CTS has

been successful in measuring high rates of verbal and
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physical aggression in consistency with in-depth interviews.

Second, numerous significant correlations have been obtained

between CTS scores and other variables in independent

studies. For example, use of the CTS with different samples

has resulted in repeated findings of a negative correlation

between socioeconomic status and violence (Straus, 1974;

Straus et al., 1979). Studies have also found high scores

of violence on the CTS in families in which the conjugal

power is extremely husband-dominant or extremely wife

dominant (Straus, 1973; Straus et al., 1979). Finally,

Straus et ale (1979) have found that the lower a husband's

economic and status resources in comparison to his wife's,

the greater the likelihood that he will utilize physical

aggression to maintain a male-dominant position.

Although it would be preferable to have further studies

confirming the reliability and validity of the CTS for its

use in measuring intrafamily discord, the studies to date

suggest that the psychometric properties of the CTS are

comparable to many other measures of personality and

behavioral tendencies which are difficult to operationalize

and to measure.

For the present study, sUbjects were asked to

retrospectively assess parental conflict between their

natural parents using the CTS. The adult subjects were

asked to report on their memory of their parents'

interactions together. These instructions differ from the
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original instructions of straus who would have subjects rate

each parent individually. However, because this study did

not intend to compare the conflict tactics of each parent,

but instead sought a global measure of parental conflict, it

was felt that a single rating was preferable.

SUbjects from divorced backgrounds were asked to rate

whatever they could remember of their biological parents'

interactions. Their ratings should thus reflect conflict

before, during and after the divorce.

Father and mother contact/relationship.

Five items rationally generated for the purposes of

this study were developed relating to amount of father and

mother contact within sUbjects' lives. For each of the five

items, subjects chose one of the following responses:

(a) every day
(b) 3 or 4 days a week
(c) 2 days a week
(d) once a week

(e) once every other week
(f) once a month
(g) less than once per month
(h) never

using this scale, sUbjects were asked to estimate how often

they saw each of their parents: (1) during their infancy and

preschool years (ages 0-5); (2) during their early childhood

years (ages 6-10); (3) during their late childhood/beginning

adolescence (ages 11-15); (4) during their adolescence (16

20); and, finally (5) during their young adulthood (21-25).

Subjects' relationship with each of their parents were

assessed through their scale scores on the following three

self-report measures: The communication scale from the
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Family Interaction Schedule (FIS) (straus, 1965), Child's

Attitude Toward Father (CAF) (Hudson, 1976), and Child's

Attitude Toward Mother (CAM) (Hudson, 1976).

The FIS is a self-report, Likert-type inventory,

designed to provide information about one's family of

origin. It consists of six scales: communication, support,

task roles, decision roles, power, and consensus.

Completion of the schedule results in information about the

social structure of the family. Items were chosen to reflect

actual roles performed within the family rather than

motivations, desires, or attitudes. The FIS manual (straus,

1965) noted that the schedule was a preliminary version, and

that studies of its validation and standardization were at

that time in progress. Review of the psychLit data base

from 1973 to 1987 failed to locate any further publications

on the FIS.

The 23 items within the communication measure of the

FIS represent five different aspects of communication: (1)

range or extensiveness of communication; (2) affect

associated with communication; (3) dominance in

communication; (4) constraints in communication; and, (5)

non-verbal or empathic communication. One study (Hanson,

1986) was located which utilized the communication scale of

the FIS in examining variables within single-parent homes

relating to health. The results obtained from this study

provide some evidence supporting the reliability and
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validity of this scale. Hanson found a significant

correlation demonstrating interrater reliability between

parents' and childrens' ratings of their communication with

each other (r = .432, ~<.002). Concurrent validity was

suggested by the significant correlations found between FIS

scores and measures of health as rated by the Family Health

Inventory. Parent's communication as rated by the FIS,

correlated significantly with mental health (r = .362,

~<.Ol). In addition, FIS scores for children's

communication were found to correlate significantly both

with their overall health (r = .382, ~<.Ol) and with their

mental health (r = .369, ~<.Ol). Based on FIS communication

scale scores, Hanson concluded that the higher the quality

of communication, the better the health, particularly mental

health.

Both ADF and AIF subjects were asked to complete this

form by reflecting upon their last year in high school.

SUbjects' total scores on this scale were taken as

indications of how much they interacted verbally with their

mothers and fathers and the subjects' attitude about their

communication.

Because the psychometric properties of this scale and

of the FIS in general have not been determined, a Child's

Attitude Toward Father (CAF) and its corresponding form for

mothers, a Child's Attitude Toward Mother (CAM) (Hudson,

1976) were also administered. The CAF and CAM are 25-item,



88

Likert-type scales. with the 1MS, the CAF and CAM are three

of seven measurement scales which comprise the Clinical

Measurement Package (CMP) (Hudson, 1982). Hudson designed

the CMP especially for use in clinical settings to monitor

and evaluate the magnitude or intensity of a client's

problems through periodic administration of the same

instrument with the same client (Hudson, 1974). On the

basis of extensive literature reviews, consultations with

colleagues and personal experience, Hudson rationally

determined that the majority of problems seen in clinical

settings fell into five major categories, one of which was

problems concerning parent-child relationships.

Studies of reliability of the CAF and CAM have resulted

in excellent reliability estimates. A coefficient alpha, a

measure of internal consistency, was computed following

administration of the CAM and CAF to a heterogeneous sample

of 664 high school students. For the CAM, alpha = .94, and

for the CAF, alpha = .95 (Giuli & Hudson, 1977) indicating

that the CAM and CAF are reliable measures. Test-retest

reliability obtained from a small sample of adults enrolled

in a graduate level psychology statistics course resulted in

coefficients for the CAM and CAF of .95 and .96 respectively

with the tests retaken after two weeks (Giuli & Hudson,

1977).

Giuli and Hudson (1977) have conducted two tests of

discriminant validity for the CAM and CAF. In the first
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study with the sample of high school students, all students

were asked to indicate (either with a yes or no) whether

they were having problems with their mothers and fathers. A

one-way analysis of variance was conducted that treated the

students' yes/no responses as an independent variable and

the CAM responses as the dependent variable. Results showed

that for those students who said yes to having problems with

their mother the mean CAM score was 49.9, as compared with

20.8 for those students who said did not. The F-ratio of

the difference between these means was highly significant

E(l, 616) = 239.1, R<.OOOOl. Similar results were obtained

for the CAF. The mean CAF score for students indicating

problems with their fathers was 49.6 as compared to 21.8 for

those who were not. The F-ratio was again highly

significant E(l, 604) = 168.4, R<.OOOOl. Thus, the scales

seem to discriminate between those who say they have no

problems with their parents and those who do.

The second study of discriminant validity involved four

therapists treating children with a variety of problems; the

therapists provided CAM scores on 38 children. The

therapists categorized the children into two groups: those

who they knew were having behaviorally identifiable problems

with their mothers and those who showed no behavioral

problems with their mothers. Mean CAM scores for the first

group were 54.82, while mean CAM scores for the second group

were 14.73 E(l, 62) = 103.92, R<.OOOl. Similarly for the
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CAF, based on a sample of 30, the mean for the first group

was 62.32; the mean for the second group was 13.86

E(l, 47) = 115.11, R<.OOl. Again discriminant validity was

highly supported. The authors concluded that the CAM and

CAF are good measures of children's attitudes toward their

mothers and fathers.

The CAF and CAM were included in this study to add to

the information about subjects' relationships toward their

mothers and fathers. It was felt that use of these two

scales alone as a measure of attitude only, although

psychometrically sound, would not provide sufficient

information about subjects' relationships with their fathers

and mothers. Inclusion of the CAF and CAM would also

provide an opportunity to check the validity of the FIS

communication scale, as it would be expected that a

significant correlation would be found between the scales.

Subjects were asked to complete the CAM, CAF and FIS

communication scales by considering their experiences with

their parents during their last year of high school.

Although it is acknowledged that the conflicts of

adolescence may confound the results obtained for these

scales, it was judged more important to keep the time period

consistent across the measures. Moreover, it was recognized

that it would be difficult, if not impossible, to isolate

any year which would not be affected by developmental

events.
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Age at parental divorce.

The sUbjects from divorced backgrounds were asked to

provide their age at the time of their biological parents'

divorce. ADF age at parental divorce was then stratified

using the same age ranges as Wallerstein: (1) preschool

group (ages 0-6 inclusive); (2) latency-aged group (ages 7

12 inclusive); and, (3) adolescent or teenage group (ages

13-18 inclusive). The sUbjects' age at the time of parental

divorce was obtained from the demographic questionnaire

discussed in the following section.

Demographics

After completing all of the scales, the sUbjects were

asked to provide some general information about themselves

on a demographic sheet. The subjects also indicated on this

form the marital status of their biological parents, their

age at divorce if their parents were divorced, some

information about their relationships, some information

about their partners, and an open-ended question asking them

to indicate what they feel has most influenced their choices

of partners, as well as their behaviors and attitudes in

their adult relationships. Some of the data obtained on

this personal information sheet were used as variables

directly relevant to the study hypotheses. The rest of the

items, however, were intended to provide some data for

analysis in addition to their descriptive value.
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CHAPTER III: RESULTS

Description of the Sample

The final sample consisted of data from 244 subjects.

Table 5 provides a breakdown of the number of questionnaires

mailed, returned by alumni, and returned as undeliverable by

each class. Out of the 1471 questionnaires mailed, 217

(15%) questionnaires were returned as undeliverable because

the addressee was no longer at that address. Two hundred

and seventy six alumni (19%), chose to respond--a return

which is typical of mail surveys (Fowler, 1988; Shaunghessy

& Zechmeister, 1985). Although this response rate appears

low within the context of the sampling frame, and questions

can be raised about possible biases, the objective of this

mail survey method of sampling was to generate a convenience

sample. Thus, because the aim was to obtain a sample size

adequate to examine the effects of divorce on adult

relationships rather than to study Kaiser High alumni per

se, the overall response rate was of less concern than was

acquiring a sample large enough to provide quantifiable

data.

Fro~Table 5 it is apparent that the number of

questionnaires sent out to alumni of the classes of 1978 and

1979 was considerably less than the number sent to alumni

from the subsequent three classes. This difference is not
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Table 5
Number of Questionnaires Mailed and Returned by Class

Mailed Alumni returned Returned undeliverable

1978 160 27 9
(17%) (6%)

1979 246 43 28
( 17%) (11%)

1980 331 67 43
(20%) (13%)

1981 337 68 79
(20%) ( 23%)

1982 397 71 58
(18%) (14%)

Total 1471 276
( 19%)

217
( 15%)
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due to smaller class sizes during those two earlier years.

Rather, it results from an administrative change which

occurred in 1980 when Kaiser High began to use computers to

store student rosters. Prior to 1980, the names and

addresses of students were printed on individual index

cards. According to the current registrar at Kaiser High,

these index cards have been disposed of, so the school no

longer has complete rosters of alumni prior to 1980 eJann

Brogan, personal communication). Thus the lists of alumni

from the classes of 1978 eN = 388) and 1979 eN = 400) were

much less complete than the rosters of alumni from the

classes of 1980 eN = 472), 1981 eN = 419), and 1982

eN = 436).

Although 276 alumni returned the questionnaires, 32

were excluded from the sample for the following reasons:

subjects were adopted eN = 3); sUbjects failed to indicate

parents' marital status, or did not provide sufficient

demographic data eN = 6); subjects indicated parents were

never married eN = 2), or that mother or father had died

before age 18 eN = 14); questionnaires were returned blank

or only partially completed eN = 5); sUbjects indicated that

their sexual preference was homosexual eN = 2). Thus, the

total number of the study sample was 244.
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Reliability of the Scales

The internal reliability of each of the study scales

was examined by computing the alpha coefficient of

reliability. These coefficients are given in Table 6. The

reliability for each of the scales was high with alpha

coefficients ranging from .82-.95. Hudson's three scales-

Child's Attitude Toward Mother (CAM), Child's Attitude

Toward Father (CAF) , and the Inventory of Marital

satisfaction (IMS)--were found to have the three highest

reliabilities of all the scales. Coefficient alphas of the

CAM and CAF were .95 and .96 respectively. The IMS also

proved to have high reliability. SUbjects' ratings of their

general relationship satisfaction resulted in a coefficient

alpha of .93. This alpha coefficient increased to .95 when

subjects rated their current relationship satisfaction. The

alphas obtained for the CAF, CAM, and IMS in this current

study are similar to those obtained by Giuli & Hudson (1977)

and provide additional evidence of the reliabilities of

these scales.

This study presented straus' Conflict Tactics Scale to

subjects in three ways. First, sUbjects were asked to rate

the conflict experienced generally across their past

relationships; second, they were asked to assess the

conflict they observed in their biological parents'

relationship; and third, they were asked to rate the

conflict in their current or most recent relationship. In



Table 6
Alpha Coefficients for the study Scales

Coefficient
Alpha Range

96

IMS (general) .93 .92-.94
CTS (subjects assess parental

conflict) .84 .82-.85
CTS (general) .89 .88-.90
FIS (communication with mother) .86 .85-.87
FIS (communication with father) .95 .90-.91
CAM (attitude toward mother) .95 .94-.95
CAF (attitude toward father) .95 .95-.96
IMS (current) .95 .95-.96
CTS (current) .82 .79-.82
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all three cases alpha coefficients were high, at .89, .86,

and .82 respectively. Since Straus (1979) reported alphas

for each of the three components of the CTS (Reasoning,

Verbal Aggression, violence), the alphas obtained in this

study for total scale scores are not directly comparable.

However, the mean of Straus' three components is equivalent

to .75 which is somewhat lower than the alphas obtained in

this study. Thus, the reliabilities of the CTS in this

study appear to better those obtained by Straus.

The communication scale of the Family Interaction

Schedule (FIS) also resulted in high reliabilities, with

alphas of .86 and .91 for communication with mother and

communication with father respectively. Although little

research has been done on the FIS communication scale, it

appears to be a reliable measure. Furthermore, to the

extent that the CAM and CAF are valid measures, evidence of

the convergent validity of the FIS is provided by the high

correlations found between the FIS and the CAM and CAF. The

correlation of the FIS measuring communication with mother

and the CAM was .52, while the correlation of the FIS

measuring communication with father and the CAF was .69.

Both of these correlations are significant with R<.00001.

Demographic Variables

Reliability was an important concern of this study, as

it is with all research utilizing surveys. Efforts were

made to determine whether the demographics of the sample
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matched the sampling frame population of the Hawai'i Kai

community, which was selected as representing a middle

class, ethnically diverse, suburban neighborhood of Hawai'i.

Also, as the primary focus of this study was a comparison of

differences in the relationships of ADF and AIF, a

comparison of the demographic variables by AIF and ADF group

membership was conducted as a search for factors that might

confound the hypotheses. Table 7 presents the frequencies

and percentages of sex, ethnicity, education, and sUbjects'

marital status (the categorical demographic variables) by

AIF and ADF groups. Table 8 includes the means and standard

deviations of age and length of current relationship (the

two continuous demographic variables) by AIF and ADF.

Age, Marital status, Length of Current Relationship

No significant differences were found between AIF and

ADF groups for age, marital status, or length of current

relationship. The ages of sUbjects in this sample ranged

from 26 to 33 years old with a mean age of 29.1 years old

and a standard deviation of 1.5. The length of sUbjects'

current relationships ranged from 0 to 19 years with a mean

of 3.46 years and standard deviation of 3.22 years. The t

tests comparing the mean ages of ADF and AIF subjects and

the length of their relationships were not significant and a

chi-square on the marital status of ADF and AIF also was not

significant.
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Table 7
Frequencies and Percentages of SUbjects' Parental

Marital Status. Sex. Ethnicitv. Subjects'
Marital Status. and Education-

AIF

Number Percent

ADF

Number Percent

Total

Number Percent

Subjects 160 65.8 84 34.2 244 100
-----------------------------------------------------------
Sext

Males 78 32.0 27 11.1 105 43.0
Females 82 33.7 57 23.0 139 57.0
-----------------------------------------------------------
Ethnicityt

Japanese 66 42.6 11 13.4 77 32.6
Caucasian 29 18.7 40 48.7 70 29.7
Mixed-Cauc.

Asian 21 13.6 13 15.9 34 14.0
Hawn·/Pt.

Hawn 9 5.8 10 12.2 19 8.1
Mixed-Asian 16 10.3 1 1.2 17 7.2
Chinese 12 7.7 0 0.0 12 5.1
Other 0 0.0 5 6.1 5 2.1
Filipino 2 1.3 2 2.4 4 1.7
Missing 6 2.8

Marital Status
single 76 48.7 45 52.9 121 49.6

Married 75 48.1 32 37.7 107 43.9
Divorced 5 3.2 8 9.4 13 5.3
Missing 3 1.2

Bduca't.Lon!
Less than high 0 0.0 1 1.1

school
High school 35 22.4 32 37.6
Some college
educe or AA 24 15.4 19 22.3
Bachelor's 82 52.6 25 29.4
Post-B.A. 15 9.6 8 9.4
Missing

1

66

43
107

23
4

0.4

27.5

17.9
44.6
9.6
1.6

t Indicates significant chi-square differences among the
categories exist between AIF and ADF groups.
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Table 8
Means and Standard Deviations of Subiects'

Age and the Length of their Current Relationships

AIF

Standard
Mean Deviation

ADF

Standard
Mean Deviation

Total

Standard
Mean Deviation

Age 29.0 1.3 29.2 1.7 29.1 1.5

Length of
current 3.5
relationship
(in years)

---_.---_. --.----

3.2 3.3 3.2 3.4 3.2
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Parental Marital status

Of the 244 subjects included within the final sample,

84 (34.2%) were from divorced backgrounds while 160 (65.8%)

were from intact backgrounds. The percentage of ADF in this

sample is nearly identical to the percentage of divorce in

1970 among the resident population of Hawai'i (see Table 3).

Table 3 shows that after 1970 divorce grew fairly rapidly,

rising to its current level of about 47% of all marriages.

Thus, although the number of ADF respondents falls short of

the current rate of divorce, considering the ages of the

sUbjects in this sample, this number may reflect the lower

incidence of divorce through the early 1970s, which is the

time frame in which the parents of the sUbjects in this

sample were raising them. Therefore, although the number of

ADF sUbjects is lower than expected by current divorce

statistics, it seems representative of the divorce

statistics of their parents' generation.

Sex

The distribution of males and females also was not the

same for AIF and ADF. Table 7 shows that females comprised

57% (N = 139) of the sample while 43% (N = 105) were male.

Female AIF and male AIF made up 32.8% (N = 80) and 30.7% (N

= 75) of the sample respectively, while female ADF and male

ADF made up 24.1% (N = 56) and 12.4% (N = 27) respectively.

A chi-square on the number of males and females comprising
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the AIF and ADF groups was significant chi-square(l, N =

243) = 5.954, ~<.015, indicating that the distribution of

males and females was not the same for AIF and ADF. This

significant relationship between sex and group was

attributed to the underrepresentation of male ADF

participants.

The low number of male ADF respondents is particularly

striking as male AIF were found to respond in a nearly

identical number to female AIF. There are 3 possible

explanations for this low response rate of male ADF: (1)

there were fewer male than female ADF to sample; (2) it was

more difficult to reach male ADF--they may have moved more

frequently, and left no forwarding addresses; or, (3) that

they were less willing to reply. The first explanation is

statistically unlikely. The second is possible, and could

also have accounted for the lower numbers of ADF respondents

(in relation to AIF respondents) in general. However, this

explanation does not account for the difference between male

and female ADF respondents. The third explanation seems

most likely. That is, male ADF may have been less willing

to reply to the study questionnaire. Compared to the other

three groups they may have been less interested in or more

uncomfortable with the sUbject of relationships. In other

words, the ADF males with the highest relationship

dissatisfaction and conflict may have been the least likely

to respond because of their discomfort with the topic. If
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so, the smaller number of ADF males increases the

possibility of a Type II error--failure to reject a

hypothesis which is false and therefore should be rejected.

Thus, any potential bias from the underrepresented sampling

of male ADF seems likely to fall in a conservative direction

(i.e., working against findings of significance).

Ethnicity

Ethnicity, in this study, was assessed in a manner

different from that by which the 1990 Census collected its

data. In contrast to the forced-choice format utilized by

the 1990 Census, which requires respondents to choose only

one ethnicity, this study's questionnaire utilized an open

ended item. This format was used in recognition of the

diversity of ethnicities among Hawai'i's residents, allowing

sUbjects to fill in the blank with one or many of their

ethnicities. Table 7 shows that Japanese and Caucasian

sUbjects made up 32.6% and 29.7% of the sample respectively.

These two ethnic groups were followed by mixed--Caucasian

Asian ("hapa haole," "Cosmopolitan") (14.0%), Hawaiian or

part-Hawaiian (8.1%), mixed--Asian (7.2%), Chinese (5.1%),

other ethnicities (2.1%), and Filipino (1.7%).

The ethnic distribution of the sample shown in Table 7

approximates the ethnic distribution of Hawai'i Kai which

was presented in Table 1. The total percentage of Asian

sUbjects--subjects who identified themselves as either

Japanese, Chinese, Filipino, or a combination of Asian
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ethnicities--was 46.4%, which is slightly higher than the

38.9% of Asians in Table 1. The percentage of Caucasian

subjects (29.7%) was considerably lower than the 44.6% found

for Caucasians in Table 1. However, this percentage

increased to a comparable 43.9% once the subjects who had

indicated mixed caucasian and Asian ancestry were added to

it. In addition, the percentage of part-Hawaiian subjects

who participated in the study (8.1%) was close to the

percentage of Hawaiians reported in Table 1 (6.5%).

When comparisons were made between AIF and ADF groups a

significant difference was found between ethnicity and AIF

and ADF group membership chi-square(7, N = 237) = 56.041,

R<.OOl. Table 7 shows that the AIF group included a large

proportion of Asian participants while the majority of the

ADF group was Caucasian. While the ethnicity of all

subjects was found to reflect the sampling frame, the ethnic

distribution by parental marital status was consistent with

the ethnic distribution of divorce in Hawai'i (see Table 9)

for the years 1970, 1978, and 1988. Table 9 demonstrates

the consistency in divorce among the ethnic groups across

time. Furthermore, a comparison of Table 7 with Table 9

shows a similarity between the ethnic distribution of the

ADF in this sample and the ethnic distribution of Hawai'i.

Of the pure ethnic categories in the study sample, only

Filipinos did not match the divorce distribution of the

state. While Filipinos comprised about 13% of the divorces
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in Hawai'i, they made up only two percent of the ADF group.

This underrepresentation of ADF Filipinos is attributable to

the low number of Filipinos who chose to participate in this

study as well as to their categorization within the two

mixed ethnicity categories.

In contrast to the underrepresentation of ADF

Filipinos, Caucasians, who account for almost half of all

divorces and annulments in Hawai'i, comprise nearly half of

the ADF group in this sample. Furthermore, Japanese, who

account for about 10% of the divorces in Hawai'i, were 13%

of the ADF group. In Table 9, Chinese are seen to account

for 3% of the divorces in Hawai'i. Of the 12 Chinese

sUbjects in this sample, none were from divorced

backgrounds. Twelve percent of the ADF group in this sample

were Hawaiian or part-Hawaiian, which is nearly identical to

the sum of the ethnic distributions of Hawaiian and part

Hawaiian divorces in Hawai'i. Therefore, although a

significant chi-square was obtained, indicating differences

in the ethnicities of the AIF and ADF groups in this sample,

ethnicity was not viewed as a confounding variable. Rather,

the differences found in the ethnicities of AIF and ADF

groups generally confirm the representativeness of the

sample.
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Table 9
Ethnic Distribution of Divorce in Hawai'i, 1970, 1978, 1988

1970 1978 I 1988
Number Percent Number Percent I Number Percent

caucasian 1216 47.0 2371 49.0 2427 48.3

Hawaiian 35 1.4 49 1. 0 68 1.4

Part Hawn. 345 13.3 555 11. 5 485 9.7

Chinese 87 3.4 154 3.2 175 3.5

Filipino 362 14.0 530 11. 0 533 10.6

Japanese 298 11. 5 576 11. 9 657 13.1

8 .2

6 .1

34 .7

82 1. 6

94 1. 9

45 1. 7

299 6.0

105 2.1

5018 100.0

1

3 .1

48 1. 0

82 1. 7

79 1. 6

93 1. 9

129 2.7

167 3.5

4837 100.0

19 .7

21 .8

39 1. 5

10 .4

68 2.6

45 1. 7

44 1. 7

2589 100.0

Unknown

Black

Samoan

Total

Korean

I
1
1
1
1
1
I
1
I
I
1
1
1
1
1
1
I
I

Portuguese I
1
1

Vietnamese) I
1
1

other races:
I
1
1
1
1
I
I
I
I______ 1 _

Puerto
Rican

) No statistics were available for this ethnic group in
1970.

Source: Hawai'i State Department of Health, statistical
Report and Records.
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Education

The subjects in this sample appear to be fairly well

educated, as would be expected from the SES of the sampling

frame. Most of the sUbjects have obtained education beyond

high school (73%). Nearly half have completed a 4-year

college degree (44.6%), while 9.6% of the sample have sought

advanced degrees.

A significant chi-square was obtained by comparing the

educational levels of AIF and ADF chi-square(4, li = 241) =

14.557, R<.006. The difference between AIF and ADF in

education was primarily due to the difference in the number

of AIF and ADF college graduates. Considerably more AIF

obtained college degrees than ADF. Therefore, in order to

eliminate the potential confounding effects of educational

level on the dependent variables, education was included in

the statistical model when testing the hypotheses. In order

to partial out the effects of education, education was

entered first into the analyses to determine the effects of

the predictor variables over and above those of education

Construct Validity of Hypothesis

Parental Conflict

A point biserial (pb) correlation and analysis of

variance (ANOVA) was performed on sUbjects' ratings of

parental conflict and parental marital status. These

results are presented in Table 10. The pb coefficient for
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this relation was .25, which was significant at beyond the

.0001 level. Table 10 also presents the results of the

ANOVA comparing the means of ADF and AIF, males and females,

and the interaction of parental marital status and sex. The

model was significant attaining an F(l, 228) = 5.56, ~<.01.

Table 10 shows that within the model, parental marital

status reached significance while sex and the interaction

did not. The results of both the pb correlation and the

ANOVA indicate that ADF (M = 32.58) reported significantly

higher parental conflict than AIF (M = 27.55) on the CTS.

These findings--that ADF reported significantly higher

levels of conflict in their parents' marriage than AIF, and

that males and females did not differ in their reports of

parental conflict were expected. They are consistent with

the rationale behind this study, and also provide further

evidence of the construct validity of the CTS.

Relationshi~ with Father and Relationship with Mother

Three scales were used in this study to assess

SUbjects' relationships with their fathers: the FIS

communication scale, the CAF, and a measure of father

contact. The same scales in their parallel forms were used

to assess SUbjects' relationships with their mothers. Table

11 shows the results of ANOVAs comparing the scores of ADF

and AIF, males and females, and the interaction of these

main effects, on the measures relating to fathers.



109

Table 10
Point Biserial Correlation and ANOVA of

Parental Marital status and Parental Conflict Scores

Point Biserial Correlation
r

.25383

Pr > r

9.E-05

============================================================
Sum of Mean

Squares Square F Value Pr > F

1382.23 460.74 5.56 .0011
18877.20 82.79
20259.43

Source OF

Model 1
Error 228
Corrected 231

Total

Source OF

AIF/AOF 1
Sex 1
AIF/AOF*Sex 1

Type I SS

1369.43
2.71

10.08

F Value

16.54
.03
.12

Pr > F

7.E-05
.8565
.7274



Table 11
ANOVAs of Contact, Communication, and

Attitude Toward Father

110

Father Contact

Source

Model
Error
Corrected

Total

OF

3
236
239

Sum of
Squares

160139.39
399639.01
559778.40

Mean
Square

53379.80
1693.39

F Value

31. 52

Pr > F

4.E-17

Source OF

AIF/ADF 1
Sex 1
AIF/ADF*Sex 1

Type I SS

159629.67
0.15

509.57

F Value

94.27
0.00

.30

Pr > F

6.E-19
.9925
.5838

communication with Father
Sum of

Source OF Squares
Mean

Square F Value Pr > F

Model
Error
Corrected

Total

3
232
235

7103.67
72192.24
79292.92

2367.89
311.17

7.61 7.E-05

Source OF

AIF/ADF 1
Sex 1
AIF/ADF*Sex 1

Type I SS

6846.67
95.35

161. 65

F Value

22.00
.31
.52

Pr > F

5.E-06
.5804
.4718

Attitude Toward Father
Sum of

Source DF Squares
Mean

Square F Value Pr > F

Model
Error
Corrected

Total

3
227
230

6811.58
127309.99
134121. 57

2270.53
560.84

4.05 .0079

Source OF

AIF/ADF 1
Sex 1
AIF/AOF*Sex 1

Type I SS

6647.25
104.48

59.85

F Value

11.85
.19
.11

Pr > F

.0007

.6664

.7442
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Significant ANOVAs were obtained for the measures

corresponding to father contact E(3, 236) = 31.52, R<.0001,

and communication with father E(3, 232) = 7.61, R<.0001.

Within each of these models only parental marital status as

a main effect was significant. The results of these ANOVAs

indicated that ADF had less contact (M = 113.72) and

communication (M = 38.09) with their fathers than AIF

(M = 168.15 and 49.39 for contact and communication

respectively). The results of the ANOVA comparing the

attitudes of AIF and ADF toward their fathers was also

significant F(3, 227) = 4.05, R<.01, illustrating that ADF

also reported significantly lower attitudes toward their

fathers (M = 86.60) than AIF (M = 97.73).

similarly, the results of ANOVAs on the same measures

corresponding to the mother variables revealed significant

differences between ADF and AIF. Table 12 presents the

results of these ANOVAs. The models were significant for

mother contact E(3, 236) = 5.33, R<.001, communication with

mother E(3, 236) = 4.20, R<.01, and attitude toward mother

E(3,234) = 6.28, R<.001. ADF reported significantly less

contact (M = 158.95) and less communication (M = 51.23) with

their mothers, and lower attitudes (M = 94.46) toward them

than their AIF counterparts (M = 174.53, 56.57, and 104.58

respectively). Therefore, it appears that there are

quantitative as well as qualitative differences in AIF and

ADF relationships with their fathers and their mothers. In

----- ... - -----.
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Table 12
ANOVAs of Contact, Communication, and

Attitude Toward Mother

Mother Contact

Source

Model
Error
Corrected

Total

OF

3
236
239

Sum of
Squares

14555.73
214720.07
229275,80

Mean
Square

4851.91
909.83

F Value

3.33

Pr > F

.0014

Source OF

AIF/AOF 1
Sex 1
AIF/ADF*Sex

Type I SS

13293.38
603.99
658.35

F Value

14.61
0.60

.72

Pr > F

.0002

.4160

.3958

Communication with Mother
Sum of

Source OF Squares
Mean

Square F Value Pr > F

Model
Error
Corrected

Total

3
236
239

2377.12
44549.61
46926.73

792.37
188.77

4.20 .0064

Source OF

AIF/ADF 1
Sex 1
AIF/AOF*Sex 1

Type I SS

1286.72
1087.90

2.50

F Value

6.82
5.76

.01

Pr > F

.0096

.0171

.9084

Attitude Toward Mother
Sum of

Source OF Squares
Mean

Square F Value Pr > F

Model
Error
Corrected

Total

3
234
237

4988.32
61907.82
66896.14

1662.77
264.56

6.28 .0004

Source OF

AIF/ADF 1
Sex 1
AIF/AOF*Sex 1

Type I SS

4936.22
51.11

.99

F Value

18.66
.19
.00

Pr > F

2.E-05
.6607
.9513
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addition, a sex difference was evident within the ANOVA on

communication with mother. On this measure females reported

significantly more communication (M = 56.40) with mothers

than males (M = 52.86).

ANOVAs of SUbjects' Number of Relationships, Marriages,

Children, and SUbjects' Age at the Birth of their First Child

Subjects' number of relationships, number of marriages,

number of children, and the ages when they had their first

children were also examined. ANOVAs were performed

comparing the means of ADF and AIF, males and females, and

the interactions of these main effects, for each of these

variables.

Number of relationships

Subjects reported a mean of 2.75 relationships with a

range of 0 to 10. Table 13 presents the results of the

ANOVA on number of relationships. The model was significant

K(3, 220) = 3.44, p<.05 and shows that ADF sUbjects reported

significantly more relationships (M = 3.43) than AIF

sUbjects (M = 2.80). In addition, although there was no

significant difference by sex as a main effect, there was a

significant interaction effect between parental marital

status and sex K(l, 220) = 4.09, p<.05. Student t-tests on

the means indicated that this significance was due to a

significant difference between female AIF and female ADF

subjects (See Table 13). Female AIF subjects reported a
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Table 13
ANOVAs and t-tests of Subjects'

Number of Relationships

Number of Relationships
Sum of

Source OF Squares
Mean

Square F Value Pr > F

Model .
Error
Corrected

Total

3
220
239

40.71
867.13
907.84

13.57
3.94

3.44 .0176

Source OF

AIF/AOF 1
Sex 1
AIF/AOF*Sex 1

Type I SS

22.45
2.15

16.11

F Value

5.70
0.55
4.09

Pr > F

.0178

.4610

.0444
===========================================================

AIF

ADF

t

Total

Total

2.80

3.43

2.0489*

MEANS
Male

2.88

2.75

.3009

2.84

Female

2.72

3.766

2.7017**

3.16

t

.5560

1.7444

1.1388

Probability levels: * = .05; ** = .01; *** = .001



115

mean of 2.72 relationships in contrast to female ADF

sUbjects, who reported a mean of 3.76 relationships

~(89.7) = 2.7017, ~<.01. This significant difference was

not found for male AIF and male ADF. Thus, although ADF

sUbjects averaged significantly more relationships than AIF

subjects, this difference was largely due to female ADF, who

on average had the most relationships of all four groups.

Number of marriages

Half of the sUbjects in this sample, 51% (li = 122),

have never married. Forty-five percent (li = 106) have

married once, or are within their first marriage; and 4%

(li = 10) have married twice, or are within their second

marriage. The ANOVA run on number of marriages failed to

reach significance. The results of this ANOVA indicate that

no differences existed between ADF and AIF, males and

females, or among their interactions, in their respective

mean number of marriages.

Number of children

Among the subjects in this sample there were a total of

107 children. ADF had a mean of .58 children while AIF had

a mean of .38. Despite this difference among the means, the

F-ratio of the ANOVA on number of children was not

significant. Thus, no significant differences were

determined among ADF and AIF, males and females, or any of

their interactions, on this variable.
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Age at first child's birth

The mean age of AIF at the birth of their first child

was 26.28, while the mean age for ADF was 24.46. Although

female ADF had the lowest mean age eM = 23.85) while female

AIF had the highest eM = 26.64), the F-ratio of the ANOVA

was not significant. This result indicates that the ages of

AIF and ADF, males and females, and AIF and ADF males and

females at the time that they had their first child did not

differ significantly.

Therefore, initial analyses indicate that the family

backgrounds of ADF differ from those of AIF. ADF report

higher conflict between their biological parents and less

contact and communication with both their fathers and their

mothers than do AIF. Attitude scores of ADF toward each of

their parents were also lower than those of AIF.

Behaviorally, ADF, particularly female ADF, were found to

have had more relationships than AIF. These findings

reflect a consistent pattern of differences between AIF and

ADF subjects, indicating further that the two groups may

differ in terms of relationship satisfaction and conflict as

hypothesized.

Means and Descriptive Data

Table 14 contains descriptive data for each of the

study scales. Table 15 presents the Pearson correlations

among all dependent and predictor variables. The



Table 14
ME!ans , standard Deviations. and Ranges of the study Scales

Measure Mean Standard Deviation Range
----Dependent _AJ:F ADF Total AIF ADF Total_ _ AIF ADE __Totg_L_ t-test

Measures
IMS (general) 53.96 57.89 55.33 16.42 17.34 16.81 30-109 26-119 26-119 1. 7367

IMS (current) 45.68 50.07 47.24 17.64 18.97 18.21 25-95 25-104 25-104 1.7948

CTS (general) 29.27 30.39 29.65 7.08 7.51 7.24 13-55 18-55 13-55 1.1391

CTS (current) 27.95 28.65 28.20 6.11 7.76 6.73 19-49 19-54 19-54 .7103

----Predictor Measures

CTS (parental
conflict) 27.55 32.58 29.24 6.78 12.45 9.35 15-48 12-77 12-77 3.3243**

mother contact 174.53 15!J.95 169.04 26.23 36.08 30.91 80-200 0-200 0-200 3.5076***

father contact 168.15 113.72 148.95 29.96 55.85 48.48 80-200 0-200 0-200 8.3553***

FIS (communication
with mother) 56.57 51.23 54.73 12.71 16.14 14.19 18-84 0-89 0-89 2.5988**

FIS (communication
with father) 49.39 38.09 45.57 15.40 21.21 18.33 8-86 0-78 0-86 4.2312***

CAM (attitude
toward mother) 104.58 94.46 101. 07 14.33 19.79 17.09 30-124 36-120 30-124 4.1213***

CAF (attitude
toward father) 97.73 86.60 94.13 22.13 26.46 24.13 25-120 0-119 0-120 3.3569***

Probability levels: * = .05; ** = .01; *** = .001

........
'-I



Table 15
Correlations Among Predictor and Dependent Variables

----Dependent VarIables----
Satis satis Conflict Conflict
gen. cur. gen. cur.

(11. ) (12. )(1. ) (2. ) (3. ) (4. ) (5.) (6.) (7. ) (8. ) (9. ) (10. )
1. Satisfaction gen. 1.00

2. Satisfaction cur. .41*** 1.00

3. Conflict gen. .30*** .14* 1.00

4. Conflict cur. .21** .34*** .61*** 1.00

----Predictor Variables
5. parental conflict -.02 .11 .14* .14* 1.00

6. father contact -.03 .00 -.02 .00 -.09 1.00

7. cQmmunic. father -.11 -.08 -.10 -.11 -.27*** .36*** 1.00

8. attitude father -.10 -.13* -.13* -.13* -.35*** .36*** .69*** 1. 00

9. mother contact -.06 -.02 .11 -.02 -.08 .40*** .08 .17** 1.00

10. communic. mother -.16* -.11 .00 -.07 -.18** .00 .17*** .25*** .20*· 1.00

11. attitude mother -.19** -.21** -.14* -.21*** -.33*** .20** .29*** .44*·· .23*** .52*** 1.00

12. sex -.04 -.00 -.30*** .25*** -.03 -.01 .08 -.13 .01 .07 .06 1.00

ProbabIlity levels: * = .05; ** = .01; *** = .001

........
00
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relationships among the dependent variables are positive and

significant as expected (relationship satisfaction is scored

in the negative direction). out of all of the variables,

attitude toward mother was found to have the highest

correlations with each of the dependent variables.

Analyses of the Data

Canonical Analysis of the Full Model

Examination of the correlations among the predictor

variables relating to Hypotheses 3 and 4 showed that the

three father variables (contact, communication, and

attitude), as well as the three respective mother variables,

were highly intercorrelated. Since high multicollinearity

among predictors leads to imprecise estimates of the

regression statistics (Pedhazer, 1982), it was decided to

delete communication with father and communication with

mother from the investigative model for the subsequent

analyses (as recommended in Pedhazer, 1982, and in

Tabachnick & Fidell, 1983). Although the correlation

between father contact and attitude toward father, and

mother contact and attitude toward mother, were also high,

both variables were kept in the model to examine the

quantitative vs. qualitative nature of these variables

within their respective hypotheses.

The canonical correlation procedure was applied using

the SAS system; the results are found in Table 16. The four

dependent variables--general relationship satisfaction,



Table 16
Results of the Canonical Correlation

of the Dependent Variables and Hypothesized Predictors

First canonical variate ISecond canonical variate
Standardized I standardized

Correlation Coefficient ICorrelation Coefficient

DEPENDENT Vars.
1. Gen. satis.
2. Gen. conflict
3. Cur. satis.
4. Cur. conflict

Percent of variance
Redundancy

PREDICTOR Variables
5. AIF/ADF
6. Par. conflict
7. Father contact
8. Mother contact
9. Att. father

10. Att. mother
11. Sex

Percent of variance
Redundancy

.4680

.8373

.4587

.8971

.49

.20

.3458

.3961
-.1571
-.2007
-.4097
-.7001
-.7400

.48

.19

.1374

.4453

.1677

.5416

.0856

.1389

.0918
-.0690
-.0549
-.5553
-.6821

.1876
-.1306

.2349
-.0130

.30

.01

.3648
-.0777
-.0034

.0844
-.1423
-.5989

.5200

.20

.06

.5603
-.5603

.5427

.0810

.5031
-.3875

.1303

.2225
-.0939
-.7699

.6161

....
N
a
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general conflict, current relationship satisfaction and

current conflict--were included in the model as one set of

variables. The predictor variables--AIF/ADF, parental

conflict, father contact, mother contact, attitude toward

father, attitude toward mother, and sex--were included as

the other set. The first and second canonical correlations

between the weighted composites of predictor and dependent

variable sets were significant, with E(32,750) = 2.40,

Q<.OOOl and E(21, 586) = 1.60, Q<.0201 respectively.

Subsequent canonical correlations were not statistically

significant. The first two canonical correlations thus

account for the significant linkages between the two sets of

variables.

The size of the canonical weights when standardized

illustrates the relative contribution of each variable to

the optimal solution represented by the first canonical

function. The first canonical function shows that general

conflict and current conflict together received almost all

the emphasis of the four dependent variables. The

standardized canonical coefficients of general conflict and

current conflict were .4453 and .5416 respectively. General

satisfaction and current satisfaction, which obtained

standardized canonical coefficients of .1374 and .1677

respectively contributed very little in the first canonical

function.

The standardized weights of the predictors are achieved
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through combining the separate influence of the predictors

on each dependent variable. When the four dependent

variables were considered together, sex was the best

predictor of general and current conflict. Attitude toward

mother was the second best predictor. The rest of the

variables had little predictive value with this set of

dependent variables. Thus, the first canonical variate

indicated that females and those with lower attitudes toward

their mothers tended to have higher conflict across their

past relationships and also in their current relationships.

The second canonical variate emphasized general

conflict (-.6973), with general satisfaction (.5603) and

current satisfaction (.5427) also contributing to the

variance explained. In this canonical function current

conflict was not a highly contributing variable (.0810).

Attitude toward mother was the best predictor of the set of

dependent variables, followed by sex and parental marital

status. Attitude toward father was the worst predictor,

showing little predictive power for this set of dependent

variables. Thus, the second canonical variate indicates

that sUbjects with lower attitudes toward mother, males, and

AIF tended to report lower conflict and lower satisfaction

scores across past relationships, and also lower

satisfaction scores in their current relationships.

The canonical correlation analysis was useful in

identifying variables which were most predictive of the
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dependent variables when examined together as a set. The

hypotheses of this study, however, predicted interactive

effects among the predictor variables. Canonical

correlation does not allow the inclusion of interactions

within the sets of variables to be analyzed. Therefore,

univariate analyses of the relation between the predictors

and the dependent variables were conducted in order to

obtain results which were more substantive and meaningful.

univariate Analyses of the Model

Hierarchical regressions (Type I Sum of Squares) were

performed between each of the four dependent variables and

the set of main effects and interactions as hypothesized.

The procedures were run on SAS using the General Linear

Model in order to adjust for differences among the unequal

cells. Education was included in these models as a

covariate and thus entered first in the regressions. The

results of these regressions are shown in Tables 17-20. The

model was not significant for general relationship

satisfaction E(21, 198) = .93, R=NS, but was significant for

general conflict E(21, 197) = 2.88, R<.OOOl, current

satisfaction E(21, 197) = 2.15, R<.Ol, and current conflict

E(21,197) = 2.30, R<.OOl.



Table 17
Regression of the Set of Predictors on

General Relationship satisfaction
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Sum of
Source OF Squares F Value Pr > F

Model 21 5535.88 .93 .5574

Error 198 56340.47

Corrected 219 61876.35
Total

Source OF Type I SS F Value Pr > F

Education 1 59.25 .21 .6487
AIF/ADF 1 960.32 3.37 .0677
Par. conflict 1 76.67 .27 .6043
Fa. contact 1 29.50 .10 .7478
Att. tow. fa. 1 485.75 1. 71 .1929
Mo. contact 1 214.05 .75 .3868
Att. tow. mo. 1 2210.98 7.77 .0058
Sex 1 .00 .00 .9992
P-cnflct*AIF/ADF 1 191. 20 .67 .4134
F-cntct*AIF/AOF 1 131. 45 .46 .4991
Att-fa*AIF/AOF 1 226.55 .80 .3733
M-cntct*AIF/AOF 1 12.69 .04 .8329
Att-mo*AIF/AOF 1 .20 .00 .9790
F-cntct*AIF/ADF

*sex 2 172.34 .30 .7391
Att-fa*AIF/AOF

*sex 2 597.14 1. 05 .3521
M-cntct*AIF/ADF

*sex 2 138.61 .24 .7841
Att-mo*AIF/AOF

*sex 2 30.18 .05 .9484



Table 18
Regression of the Set of Predictors on

General Conflict

Sum of
Source DF Squares F Value Pr > F

Model 21 2737.76 2.88 7.E-05

Error 197 8921. 40 45.29

Corrected 218 11659.16
Total
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Source DF Type I SS F Value Pr > F

Education 1 78.92 1. 74 .1883
AIF/ADF 1 82.58 1. 82 .1784
Par. conflict 1 135.51 2.99 .0852
Fa. contact 1 2.73 .06 .8065
Att. tow. fa. 1 68.48 1.51 .2203
Mo. contact 1 154.16 3.40 .0665
Att. tow. mo. 1 41.59 .92 .3391
Sex 1 1238.32 27.34 4.E-07
P-cnflct*AIF/ADF 1 5.19 .11 .7353
F-cntct*AIF/ADF 1 18.78 .41 .5203
Att-fa*AIF/ADF 1 100.68 2.22 .1375
M-cntct*AIF/ADF 1 15.55 .34 .5586
Att-mo*AIF/ADF 1 516.33 11.40 .0009
F-cntct*AIF/ADF

*sex 2 78.96 .87 .4198
Att-fa*AIF/ADF

*sex 2 52.32 .58 .5622
M-cntct*AIF/ADF

*sex 2 1.96 .02 .9786
Att-mo*AIF/ADF

*sex 2 145.71 1. 61 .2028



Table 19
Regression of the Set of Predictors on

Current Relationship satisfaction

Sum of
Source OF Squares F Value Pr > F

Model 21 13185.06 2.15 .0035

Error 197 57422.59

Corrected 218 70607.65
Total
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Source OF Type I S8 F Value Pr > F

Education 1 637.39 2.19 .1408
AIF/AOF 1 1465.51 5.03 .0261
Par. conflict 1 338.76 1.16 .2823
Fa. contact 1 550.48 1.89 .1709
Att. tow. fa. 1 745.04 2.56 .1115
Mo. contact 1 68.61 .24 .6281
Att. tow. mo. 1 2392.90 8.21 .0046
Sex 1 30.56 .10 .7464
P-cnflct*AIF/AOF 1 738.84 2.53 .1130
F-cntct*AIF/AOF 1 135.46 .46 .4962
Att-Fa*AIF/AOF 1 280.49 .96 .3278
M-cntct*AIF/AOF 1 1286.56 4.41 .0369
Att-Mo*AIF/AOF 1 1442.99 4.95 .0272
F-cntct*AIF/AOF

*sex 2 572.68 .98 .3763
Att-Fa*AIF/AOF

*sex 2 814.16 1.40 .2499
M-cntct*AIF/AOF 2 750.24 1. 29 .2784

*sex
Att-Mo*AIF/AOF 2 934.40 1. 60 .2039

*sex



Table 20
Regression of the Set of Predictors on

Current Conflict

Sum of
Source DF Squares F Value Pr > F

Model 21 2009.54 2.30 .0016

Error 197 8208.97

Corrected 218 10218.50
Total

127

Source DF Type I SS F Value Pr > F

Education 1 68.97 1. 66 .1998
AIF/ADF 1 61.58 1.48 .2256
Par. conflict 1 159.32 3.82 .0520
Fa. contact 1 3.38 .08 .7760
Att. tow. fa. 1 88.02 2.11 .1477
Mo. contact 1 .09 .00 .9633
Att. tow. mo. 1 314.44 7.55 .0066
Sex 1 778.02 18.67 2.E-05
P-cnflct*AIF/ADF 1 117.23 2.81 .0951
F-cntct*AIF/ADF 1 15.50 .37 .5426
Att-Fa*AIF/ADF 1 35.90 .86 .3544
M-cntct*AIF/ADF 1 25.53 .61 .4347
Att-Mo*AIF/ADF 1 107.88 2.59 .1092
F-cntct*AIF/ADF

*sex 2 40.31 .48 .6172
Att-Fa*AIF/ADF

*sex 2 64.23 .77 .4641
M-cntct*AIF/ADF

*sex 2 5.17 .06 .9398
Att-Mo*AIF/ADF 2 123.96 1.49 .2285

*sex
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General conflict

The variables in the model accounted for 23% of the

variance in general conflict. The result of the analysis

shown in Table 19 indicates that only two of the independent

variables--subjects' sex and the interaction of parental

marital status and attitude toward mother--contributed

significantly to the prediction of general conflict. Sex

accounted for 45% of the variance, with females reporting

significantly higher levels of conflict than males. The

significant interaction between parental marital status and

attitude toward mother accounted for another 19% of the

variance, and indicates that the effect of favorable

attitudes toward mother were different in AIF and ADF groups

for general conflict.

A graph of the interaction is shown in Figure 1a. The

interaction is disordinal intersecting at attitude toward

mother scores of 74.07. The graph shows that as attitude

toward mothers became more favorable, conflict across

relationships decreased for both AIF and ADF, with AIF

showing a more substantial decrease in relationship conflict

than ADF. The mean attitude toward mother score was 95.45

for ADF, and 104.54 for AIF. Attitude toward mother scores

below 74 were related to higher conflict for AIF than for

ADF, while scores above 74 were related to higher conflict

for ADF than for AIF. Thus, favorable attitudes toward
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Figure 1
Graphs of Interactive Effects

27.1
24.4

124

Attitude toward mother scores

Figure 1A: Interaction of parental marital status
and attitude toward mother

I
I

139.61
I
I
I
I

89.7
Current
Satisfaction

50.3

19.1

Means of mother contact
and attitude toward
mother scores

Figure 1B: Interaction of parental marital status
and mother contact and attitude toward
mother
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mothers show a smaller effect in decreasing conflict in ADF

relationships than in AIF relationships.

Current satisfaction

The predictors accounted for 18% of the variance in

current relationship satisfaction (see Table 19). The

interactions of parental marital status and contact with

mother, and parental marital status and attitude toward

mother, were significant and together accounted for 20% of

the variance in the model. The graph of this interaction is

shown in Figure lb.

The interaction is ordinal in that the relationship

between mother contact and attitude toward mother, and

current relationship satisfaction, is positive for ADF and

negative for AIF. It is important to remember, however,

that satisfaction was scored in the negative direction with

higher scores corresponding to lower satisfaction and lower

scores indicative of higher satisfaction. Therefore, Figure

1b shows that increased mother contact and more favorable

attitudes toward mothers result in higher current

satisfaction scores, which signifies lower satisfaction for

ADF. In contrast, increased mother contact and more

favorable attitudes toward mothers for AIF sUbjects are

related to decreases in their current satisfaction scores

which equates to higher satisfaction.



131

Current conflict

Table 20 shows that the predictors accounted for 19% of

the variance in current conflict. Three main effects

reached significance in this model--parental conflict,

attitude toward mother, and sex, which accounted for 8%,

15%, and 39% of the variance in current conflict

respectively. Examination of the signs of the regression

coefficients associated with these variables indicated that

increases in parental conflict, and less favorable attitudes

toward mothers, were related to higher current conflict

scores for both AIF and ADF. In addition, females, whether

AIF or ADF, reported higher conflict than males.

Analyses of the Hypotheses

Hypothesis 1

ADF will report higher levels of conflict and lower
levels of relationship satisfaction in their adult,
heterosexual relationships with a courtship or ma
rital partner than AIF.

In order to determine the importance of parental

marital status as the sole predictor of the dependent

variables four one-way analyses of variances (ANOVA) were

conducted. Table 21 reports the results of the one-way

ANOVAs run on each of the dependent variables. None of the

models were significant, although the models for general and

current satisfaction approached significance



Table 21
ANOVA of Parental Marital status on Each

of the Dependent Variables

General Satisfaction
Sum of

Source DF Squares F Value Pr > F

Model 1 845.64 3.02 .0837

Error 239 67009.81

Corrected 240 67855.44
Total

General Conflict
Sum of

Source DF Squares F Value Pr > F

Model 1 67.97 1. 30 .2558

Error 238 12448.43

Corrected 239 12516.30
Total

Current satisfaction
Sum of

Source DF Squares F Value Pr > F

Model 1 1058.06 3.22 .0704

Error 237 77841.34

Corrected 238 78899.34
Total

Current Conflict
Sum of

Source DF Squares F Value Pr > F

Model 1 26.30 .58 .4475

Error 238 10814.10

Corrected 239 10840.40
Total

132
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E(l, 239) = 3.02, 2<.08, and E(l, 237) = 3.22, 2<.07

respectively, suggesting that there are differences between

the two groups.

Within the univariate mUltiple regression analyses

shown in Table 21, parental marital status as a main

effectwas significant only in the regression run against

current relationship satisfaction. ADF were found to have

higher satisfaction scores (denoting lower relationship

satisfaction) than AIF. In the regressions run on the other

three dependent variables parental marital status was not a

significant main effect. Thus, in these models Hypothesis 1

was supported only for current satisfaction. At the same

time, parental marital status was not a significant

predictor of relationship conflict or general satisfaction.

Hypothesis 2

H2a: Parental conflict will be inversely related
to relationship satisfaction for both ADF and AIF.

H2b: Parental conflict will be directly related
to increased conflict for both ADF and AIF.

H2c: The negative effects of parental conflict on
relationship satisfaction and conflict will
be greater for ADF than for AIF.

In the univariate regressions parental conflict did not

reach significance in the models for general or current

relationship satisfaction. Therefore, no support was found

for H2a, which predicted a relationship would be found

between increased parental conflict and lower relationship

satisfaction. However, parental conflict was a significant
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Although

increased parental conflict was significantly related to

sUbjects' reports of conflict in their current

relationships, it was not related to their reports of

conflict across relationships. Thus H2b, which predicted

increased parental conflict would be related to increased

relationship conflict, was supported for current conflict

only.

Finally, H2c, which proposed that the negative effects

of increased parental conflict would be stronger for ADF

sUbjects, was also not supported, as not one of the

interactions representing this prediction (parental

conflict*AIF/ADF) within the four regressions reached

significance in any of the respective models. Thus, the

effect of parental conflict on the dependent variables was

not significantly different for AIF and ADF.

Hypothesis 3

H3a: The positive effects of increased contact with and
more favorable attitudes toward fathers on
relationship conflict and satisfaction will be
stronger for ADF than for AIF.

H3b: These positive effects will be stronger for males
(M) than for females (F). The predicted order of
differences will be:

M-ADF > F-ADF > M-AIF > F-AIF

The results obtained from the canonical correlation

analysis and from the univariate analyses were consistent in

finding a lack of significance for father contact and

attitude toward father as predictors of any of the dependent
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variables. Thus, support was not found for Hypothesis 3a,

which predicted that increased contact with and more

favorable attitudes toward fathers would positively affect

the relationships of ADF in a stronger manner than those of

AIF.

Furthermore, no support was found for Hypothesis 3b,

which predicted that the relationships of males would

benefit more than those of females from increased contact

with and more favorable attitudes toward fathers. The two

three-way interactions by sex within the regression models

which represented this subhypothesis were not significant.

Thus, the effect of father contact and the effect of

attitude toward father did not differ among males and

females or among AIF and ADF for any of the dependent

variables.

Hypothesis 4

H4a: The positive effects of increased contact with
and more favorable attitudes toward mothers on
relationship conflict and satisfaction will be
stronger for ADF than for AIF.

H4b: These positive effects will be stronger for
females than for males. The predicted order
of differences will be:

F-ADF > M-ADF > F-AIF > M-AIF

Hypothesis 4a, which predicted the existence of

interactive effects favoring ADF, was not supported for any

of the dependent variables. Although significant

interactive effects were found, the direction of these terms
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was not as hypothesized. For example, as expected, the

effects of mother contact and attitude toward mother on

current satisfaction differed among AIF and ADF sUbjects.

However, the relation between mother contact and attitude

toward mother with current satisfaction, was lower at all

levels for ADF. Furthermore, while increases in mother

contact and higher attitude scores were related to decreases

in current satisfaction scores (denoting higher

satisfaction) for AIF, similar increases in the same

predictors resulted in the finding of an unexpected trend in

the opposite direction for ADF. For these sUbjects,

increased mother contact and higher attitudes were related

to lower current satisfaction. Therefore, no support for

Hypothesis 4a was found, and the diverging trend in

relationship satisfaction scores found among ADF and AIF

with increased contact and more favorable attitudes toward

mothers contradicted the hypothesis.

In the regression of the predictors upon general

conflict, the interaction term for parental marital status

and attitude toward mother also reached significance.

Increases in attitude toward mother were related to

decreased conflict across relationships for both ADF and

AIF. The decreases in conflict scores associated with

increases in attitudes toward mother for ADF, however, were

not as great as the decreases in conflict scores for AIF.

Therefore, with similar increases in attitudes toward



137

mother, conflict in both ADF and AIF relationships

decreased. The decrease in conflict was greater, however,

for AIF relationships than for ADF relationships, an effect

which contradicts Hypothesis 1a.

Finally, the results of the regression of the

predictors upon current conflict, showed that attitude

toward mother was significant as a main effect rather than

as an interaction with parental marital status. For

sUbjects' current relationships, higher attitudes toward

mother were related to decreased conflict with no difference

between AIF and ADF.

Hypothesis 4b, which predicted the presence of three-

way interactions among parental marital status, mother

contact, and sex, and among parental marital status,

attitude toward mother, and sex, was not supported. None of

the three-way interactions in each of the regressions of the

dependent variables was significant. Thus, ADF and AIF

females did not differ from ADF and AIF males in the effects

of either increased mother contact or higher attitudes

toward mothers with respect to the dependent variables.

Hypothesis 5

The strength of the main effect, H1, will vary for
ADF according to their age at the time that they
experienced parental divorce.

In order to test this hypothesis, ADF were stratified

into four groups according to their ages at the time of
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their parents' divorce. The age ranges of the first three

groups were the same as those established by Wallerstein in

her longitudinal study of children of divorce (i.e., 0-6

years, 7-11 years, 12-18 years). The fourth group consisted

of those sUbjects who reported that

their parents divorced when they were past age 18.

ANOVAs were then run on each dependent variable. Table

22 presents the results. The predictor variable, age of

divorce, did not reach significance with any of the

dependent variables. Thus, age of divorce was not a

significant predictor of any of the dependent variables and

Hypothesis 5 was not supported.

Post Hoc Analyses

SUbjects' Sex

As sex was found to account for such large proportions

of both the variance in the canonical correlation and the

regressions against general and current conflict, two ANOVAs

were conducted examining the relation between sex and each

of these dependent variables. Table 23 shows that sex was a

significant main effect for both general and current

conflict while parental marital status and the interactions

had little effect. Examination of the means of these

dependent variables by sex reveals that this significant

effect was due to females reporting significantly higher

conflict than males. Thus, females, whether AIF or ADF,



Table 22
ANOVA of Age of Divorce and

the Dependent Variables
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General Relationship Satisfaction
Sum of Mean

Source DF Squares Square

Model 3 415.94 138.65

Error 7 23944.30 310.96

Corrected 80 24360.25
Total

Current Relationship Satisfaction
Sum of Mean

Source DF Squares Square

Model 3 174.83 58.28

Error 78 28584.45 366.47

Corrected 81 28759.28
Total

F Value

.45

F Value

.16

Pr > F

.7209

Pr > F

.9236

General Conflict
Sum of Mean

Source DF Squares Square F Value Pr > F

Model 3 52.99 17.66 .30 .8260

Error 76 4490.20 59.08

Corrected 79 4543.19
Total

Current Conflict
Sum of Mean

Source DF Squares Square F Value Pr > F

Model 3 171. 02 57.01 .92 .4364

Error 78 4845.18 62.12

Corrected 81 5016.20
Total
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Table 23
ANOVAs of Sex and General and

Current Conflict Scores

General Conflict

Source OF

Model 3
Error 235
Corrected 238

Total

Sum of Mean
Squares Square F Value Pr > F

1178.03 392.68 8.22 3.E-05
11224.28 47.76
12402.31

Source

AIF/AOF
Sex
AIF/AOF*Sex

OF

1
1
1

Type I SS

85.09
1042.83

50.11

F Value

1. 78
21.83
1. 05

Pr > F

.1882
5.E-06

.3068

Current Conflict

Source OF

Model 3
Error 235
Corrected 238

Total

Sum of Mean
Squares Square F Value Pr > F

689.72 229.91 5.34 .0014
10112.08 43.03
10801.80

Source

AIF/ADF
Sex
AIF/ADF*Sex

OF

1
1
1

Type I SS

32.41
641.14
16.16

F Value

.75
14.90

.38

Pr >F

.3863

.0001

.5406
============================================================

General Conflict

Current Conflict

---------- ~--- --

Males

27.22

26.28

Means
Females

31. 57

29.67
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consistently reported significantly more conflict than

males.

Analysis of Variables Pertaining to ADF SUbjects
and their Partners

In addition to the demographic data discussed in the

beginning of this chapter, sUbjects were asked to provide

additional information about themselves and about their

current or most recent partners. Analyses of these data

were conducted to broaden the information obtained from the

hypotheses and to search for additional predictors for

subsequent research. An analysis was performed on data

from ADF sUbjects alone. Two canonical correlations were

performed, one which included general conflict and general

satisfaction as the set of dependent variables, and another

of which included current conflict and current satisfaction

as the set of dependent variables. Age of divorce, number

of marriages for mother, number of marriages for father, and

number of parental separations comprised the set of

predictors. The model was not significant either for

general relationship satisfaction and conflict, or current

relationship satisfaction and conflict. Thus, age at the

time of parental divorce again did not show much predictive

power with these dependent variables. In addition, parental

separations and remarriages also were not good predictors of

the satisfaction and conflict in ADF relationships.

Table 24 presents the distribution of the ages of

subjects' partners. These ranged from 19-50 years old, with
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a mean age of 30.43. Table 25 includes the distributions of

partners' sex, ethnicity, and educational background by

parental marital status. Seventy percent of subjects'

partners eN = 155) were AIF, while 29.6% eN = 65) were ADF.

Forty percent were male AIF eN = 88), 30.5% eN = 67) were

female AIF, 10.9% eN = 24) were female ADF, and 18.6 eN =

41) were male ADF. The distribution of education for

subjects' partners mirrored the distribution obtained for

subjects. Fifty-five percent of sUbjects' partners have

sought education beyond high school with 45% completing a

4-year college degree. An additional 10% are involved in,

or have completed advanced studies. Ethnically, the

majority of sUbjects were found to have Caucasian partners,

followed by Japanese, and part-Hawaiian partners. Chi

squares were performed to test differences among AIF and ADF

for sex, ethnicity and education. None of these chi-squares

were significant.

In order to examine whether any of the demographic

characteristics of sUbjects' partners also were related to

the dependent variables, mUltiple regressions were

performed, with each of the four dependent variables

regressed separately against partners' age, ethnicity,

parental marital status, and education. The set of partner

variables did not account for a significant portion of the
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Table 24
Means and Standard Deviations of Partners' Ages

AIF ADF Total

Standard Standard Standard
Mean Deviation Mean Deviation Mean Deviation

Age 29.62 4.54 30.32 5.43 30.43 7.65
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Table 25
Freauencies and Percentages of Partners'

Sex, Ethnicity, and Education by AIF and ADF Groups

AIF

Number Percent

ADF

Number Percent

Total

Number Percent

Partners 155 70.5 65 29.5 220 90.2

Sex
Males 87 39.7 41 18.7 128 58.4
Females 67 30.6 24 11. 0 91 41.6
Missing 25 10.2
-----------------------------------------------------------
Ethnicity

Japanese 39 18.3 8 3.8 47 22.1
Caucasian 50 23.5 33 15.5 83 39.4
Filipino 10 4.7 1 .5 11 5.2
Chinese 13 6.1 2 .9 15 7.0
Mixed-Asian 11 5.2 4 1.9 15 7.0
Mixed-Cauc. 10 4.7 5 2.4 15 7.0
Hawn./
Pt. Hawn. 13 6.1 7 3.3 20 9.4

Other 3 1.4 4 1.9 7 3.3
Missing 31 12.7

-----------------------------------------------------------
Education

Below HS 2 .9 3 1.4 5 2.3
High school 47 21.5 27 12.4 74 33.9
Some college
educe or AA 14 6.4 5 2.3 19 8.7
Bachelor's 74 33.9 24 11. 0 98 45.0
Post B.A. 16 7.3 6 2.8 22 10.1
Missing 26 10.7
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variance in any of the dependent variables. within these

analyses, however, the variable corresponding to partners'

parental marital status accounted for a significant portion

of the total variance of general relationship satisfaction

E(l, 201) = 7.10, ~<.0080, general conflict

E(l, 200) = 4.13, ~<.0435, and current relationship

satisfaction E(l, 203) = 4.71, ~<.0312. Partner's parental

marital status approached significance for general conflict

E(l, 203) = 3.33, ~<.0908.

simple regressions were therefore performed for

parental marital status on each on the four dependent

variables. Table 26 shows the results of these simple

regressions. Each of the four simple regressions against

parental marital status were significant. Thus, sUbjects

with ADF partners were found to have higher relationship

satisfaction scores (lower satisfaction) and higher

conflict, both in general and in their current

relationships. Furthermore, the point biserial correlation

between subjects' and partners' parental marital status

(~ = .16) was significant at the .02 level, indicating that

AIF subjects were likely to have AIF partners, while ADF

sUbjects were likely to have ADF partners.



Table 26
simple Regressions of the Deoendent

Variables on Partners' Parental Marital status

General Relationship Satisfaction
Sum of Mean

Source DF Squares Square F Value Pr > F

P-AIF/ADF 1 1553.49 1553.49 5.37 .0214

Error 215 62194.62 289.28

Corrected 216 63748.11
Total

General Conflict
Sum of Mean

Source DF Squares Square F Value Pr > F

P-AIF/ADF 1 248.26 248.26 4.70 .0313
Error 214 11312.18 52.86

Corrected 215 11560.44
Total
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Current Relationship satisfaction
Sum of Mean

Source DF Squares Square F Value Pr > F

P-AIF/ADF 1 1742.03 1742.03 5.45 .0205
Error 217 69372.40 319.69

Corrected 218 71114.44
Total

Current Conflict
Sum of Mean

Source DF Squares Square F Value Pr > F

P-AIF/ADF 1 183.95 183.95 3.93 .0487
Error 217 10155.40 46.80

Corrected 218 10339.35
Total
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CHAPTER IV: DISCUSSION

The purpose of this study was to determine whether the

experience of parental divorce has long-term effects on

adult relationships. As noted in the literature review,

studies consistently reported findings of negative short-

term effects associated with divorce on children's academic,

social, and emotional functioning. It was hypothesized that

the effects of parental divorce would extend beyond

childhood and influence the satisfaction and the amount of

conflict found in the courtship and marital relationships of

adults from divorced backgrounds. However, the literature

noted that there were mediating factors which might buffer

the child from the stresses inherent in the multitude of

changes in family life and family structure following

divorce. Therefore, the following mediating factors--

parental conflict, relationship with mother and father, and

age at divorce--were included in the study as separate

hypotheses and subhypotheses.

Discussion of the Hypotheses

Hypothesis 1

ADF will report higher levels of conflict and lower
levels of relationship satisfaction in their adult,
heterosexual relationships with a courtship or marital
partner than AIF.

The main hypothesis of this study was that the adult

relationships of ADF would differ from the adult
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relationships of AIF. It was hypothesized that ADF would be

less satisfied in their relationships and that their

relationships would have higher levels of conflict than

those of AIF. The results of the data comparing ADF and AIF

relative to relationship satisfaction and conflict were not

significant. When parental marital status was the sole

predictor of each of the dependent variables, neither of

these two conditions proved true of the ADF and AIF sUbjects

who comprised this sample. Although there was some

suggestion that ADF sUbjects reported less satisfaction,

both across relationships and in their current

relationships, the differences between ADF and AIF were not

statistically significant (p <.08 and p <.07 for general and

current satisfaction respectively). Furthermore, no

differences were found between ADF and AIF in their

respective reports of general or current conflict in their

relationships. Therefore, as the single predictor of

conflict and satisfaction in adult relationships, parental

marital status was not found to contribute much to conflict,

although this variable showed some relationship to

satisfaction.

This finding was not unexpected. While the experience

of parental divorce is a significant event in any child's

life, the unique combination of the child's physical

characteristics, personality variables, significant others

who affect the child's coping at the time of the divorce and
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throughout his/her life, and factors which happen solely by

chance, were also believed to play a role in the

complexities of their sUbsequent relationships. To be sure,

the range of plausible influences on human development and

on human relationships is staggering. It is thus simplistic

to regard the effects of parental divorce as the single

component or predictor of the satisfaction and conflict in

adult relationships.

In attempting to conceptualize divorce as a process

rather than as a single event, this study included variables

which previous research found mediated some of the effects

of divorce on children. As such, the effect of parental

divorce was examined as a part of a larger model which

included the mediating variables of parental conflict,

relationship with mother, relationship with father, and

specified interactions between parental marital status and

these mediating variables. In comparing the CTS scale

scores of ADF with AIF within this model, however, it was

once again found that ADF did not report higher levels of

conflict than AIF either in their current relationships or

in their past relationships. In addition, the amount of

variance accounted for by parental marital status and the

mediating variables in this model was not enough to predict

subjects' satisfaction scores on the IMS across past

relationships.
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In contrast to past and current conflict, and past

satisfaction, a significant difference was found between AIF

and ADF in the satisfaction reported in their current

relationships. Within this model ADF were found to report

lower relationship satisfaction than AIF in rating their

current relationships. Although AIF and ADF differed in

their reports of satisfaction with their current

relationships, this finding cannot be attributed to higher

conflict in ADF relationships.

Nevertheless, the lower satisfaction in ADF

relationships can help to explain Mueller and Pope's (1977)

"intergenerational transmission of marital instability" (p.

83). What is leading to the lower satisfaction reported by

ADF in their current relationships, while currently unknown,

can eventually be tested. Without a clear model of the

longevity and quality of their parents' relationships, ADF

may hold unrealistic expectations for their own

relationships. They may lack the necessary skills to

maintain relationships, they may seek or may in some way be

restricted in choice of partners who turn out to be

unsuitable, they may have learned dysfunctional ways of

behaving in relationships, or they may differ from AIF on

personality variables such as ability to trust, need for

affection, or dependence. The presence of interactive

effects among these variables is also possible and may

account for the decreased satisfaction found for ADF.
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Deidre Laiken (1981), who comes from a divorced

background herself, has interviewed other adult children of

divorce, and formulated a psychodynamic explanation for the

lower satisfaction found in ADF relationships. Laiken

attributes the difference to the distrust and insecurity

experienced during the process of divorce. She maintains

that the pain of parental divorce results in an emotional

scarring which remains in adulthood. When lack of trust

predominates, the result, according to Laiken, is a defended

"tank feeling" (p. 93). This defense refers to a self

sUfficiency arising from a feeling of deprivation rather

than from positive feelings of self-esteem (Laiken, 1981).

This type of self-reliance is detrimental to relationships,

as it leads to a turning inward rather than to a reaching

outward. Individuals adopting this outlook may avoid

relationships altogether or may be blocked from full

emotional expression. When people hold back and guard

themselves within their personal interactions, it may

prevent their achieving of fulfilling, satisfying

relationships.

In comparison, when individuals search primarily for

security, their desire to overcome a sense of interpersonal

helplessness and powerlessness may become desperate. These

persons may repeatedly involve themselves in enmeshed

relationships. Attempting to eliminate their fears of

abandonment, their relationships may become too close and
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stifling. As a result, their suffocated partner may break

free or make constant shows of breaking free, which

reinforces the individual's fear of abandonment (Laiken,

1981). Within such a relationship, a constant power-

struggle is waged, which precludes true intimacy and

cooperation. Neither partner is likely to feel highly

satisfied with the other or with the relationship.

Although Laiken's theory appears to have descriptive

merit, its validity has not been studied. A study including

measures comparing the self-esteem, ability to trust, and

dependency, as opposed to the self-sufficiency of ADF and

AIF, might determine the usefulness of her theory. Some

support for Laiken's theory was suggested by the finding in

this study of lower satisfaction scores for ADF

relationships. However, the hypotheses of this study were

derived atheoretically and were not specifically directed at

confirming or disconfirming Laiken's theory. Thus, although

several explanations were presented in attempts to account

for the lower satisfaction found for ADF subjects as

compared to the satisfaction of AIF in their current

relationships, the actual reason behind this difference

remained undetermined.

Hypothesis 2

H2a: Parental conflict will be inversely related
to relationship satisfaction for both ADF and AIF.

H2b: Parental conflict will be directly related to
increased conflict for both ADF and AIF.
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H2c: The negative effects of parental conflict on
relationship satisfaction and conflict will be
greater for ADF than AIF.

Hypothesis 2 examined parental conflict as a potential

mediator of the negative effects of parental divorce.

Hypothesis 2 predicted that higher levels of discord in

parents' marriages would be related to higher levels of

conflict, and also lower levels of relationship satisfaction

in both AIF and ADF relationships. studies have shown that

increased parental conflict is related to the presence of

behavior problems in children (Emery, 1982). However,

parental conflict is seen to affect children from divorced

families more than children from intact families

(Hetherington & Camara, 1982). Thus, Hypothesis 2 also

predicted that the negative effects of parental conflict on

adult relationships would be greater for ADF than for AIF.

As expected, ADF, both male and female, reported

significantly higher levels of parental conflict than AIF.

Reports of higher parental conflict scores, however, were

related to increased conflict in the current relationships

of AIF as well as ADF sUbjects. There were no differences

found between the two groups for this effect. The amount of

conflict witnessed by children between their parents is thus

likely to be replicated in the childrens' subsequent adult

relationships whether they come from divorced or from intact

backgrounds.
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While parental conflict was significantly related to

the conflict in sUbjects' current relationships, there was

no relationship found between parental conflict and the

conflict across subjects' past relationships. The lack of

significance in sUbjects' ratings of their relationships in

general, may have occurred as a result of directing subjects

to rate themselves across several past relationships. This

rating scheme may have led to some inaccuracy or some loss

of information which did not occur when subjects rated their

current relationship. It is possible that their memory for

the information requested about past relationships was not

as reliable or accessible as was the same information

requested for their current relationship.

Assuming that the data was accurate, however, the

difference between the conflict in sUbjects' relationships

in general as opposed to the conflict in their current

relationships could be illustrative of the latent salience

of their parents' conflict resolution style; "latent

salience," that is, suggests that parental models may have

delayed effects. SUbjects' modeling of their parents'

conflict resolution style may not have occurred in sUbjects'

earlier adolescent relationships, but may have appeared more

recently as sUbjects entered young adulthood with career and

perhaps marriage and family responsibilities. As subjects

took on adult and family roles, they may naturally have

adopted the manner of resolving interpersonal problems
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modeled by their parents. Thus, parental conflict, or more

specifically, their conflict resolution style, may have

become more important only in subjects' current

relationships, as they found themselves in situations or

roles which bore resemblance to those of their parents.

While parental conflict was significantly related to

current conflict, it was not found to predict the other

dependent variable--current relationship satisfaction. A

significant Pearson correlation was found, however, between

these two dependent variables. Table 16 displays the

magnitude of this correlation. For both ADF and AIF

sUbjects, increases in current conflict were related to

decreases in current satisfaction.

Table 16 demonstrates that the predictor, parental

conflict, was significantly correlated with current

relationship conflict. At the same time, the correlation

between parental conflict and current relationship

satisfaction was not significant. Thus, parental conflict

was seen to have a direct relationship with the conflict in

sUbjects' relationships. Conflict in turn was found to have

a significant relationship to satisfaction. It may be

inferred from these results that the relationship between

parental conflict and relationship satisfaction is mediated

by the conflict in subjects' relationships. Therefore,

sUbjects who witnessed considerable conflict between their

parents may have the potential to sidestep their parents'
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model of conflict resolution. These subjects may benefit

from awareness of the influence that their parents' conflict

may have had on their own conflict resolution style and may

also benefit from interventions such as anger management,

communication training, and stress management.

Hypothesis 3

H3a: The positive effects of increased contact with and
more favorable attitudes toward fathers on
relationship conflict and satisfaction will be
stronger for ADF than for AIF.

H3b: These positive effects will be stronger for males (M)
than for females (F). The predicted order of
differences will be:

M-ADF > F-ADF > M-AIF > F-AIF

Hypothesis 3 predicted that a positive relationship

with one's father would mediate the negative effects of

divorce on the adult relationships of ADF. Additionally,

Hypothesis 3 predicted that fathers would influence the

adult relationships of males more than the relationships of

females.

The data from this sample indicated that ADF had

significantly less contact and communication with their

fathers, and had less positive attitudes toward their

fathers than AIF (See Table 11). This difference in

relationships with their fathers between AIF and ADF,

however, did not correspond to differences in relationship

satisfaction and conflict either across subjects' past

relationships or in their current relationships.
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The results indicated that relationship with father (as

measured by father contact, and attitude toward father) as

main effects and as interactions with parental marital

status had no relation to the dependent variables of this

study--the satisfaction and conflict that sUbjects reported

in their relationships. Furthermore, there was no evidence

that positive relationships with fathers were more important

to males' relationships than to those of females.

Overall, the results obtained by testing of Hypothesis

3 suggest that relationship with one's father has little

relation to adult relationships. During and following the

divorce, a positive relation with one's father may mediate

some of the adjustment problems experienced by the child,

but this relation does not seem to have a direct, long-term

effect on the satisfaction and conflict of adult

relationships as measured in this study. This conclusion

applies to ADF and AIF, and males and females.

The lack of support in the data around this hypothesis

may be due to the ages of sUbjects' fathers. The subjects

in this study were raised during the 1960s and 1970s. Most

of their fathers grew up during the 1940s and 1950s. During

this era, fathers' roles were described as mainly

"instrumental"--breadwinning, and managing the family's

effectiveness in the outside world--as opposed to mothers'

roles which were "expressive," or which represented the

regulation of feeling (Parsons & Bales, 1955). Thus, the
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social expectations for fathers during the 40s and 50s

focused on the provision of economic rather than emotional

support. In adhering to this separation in gender roles, it

is not surprising that fathers were not found to influence

the relationships of sUbjects in this study. The results,

instead, show some confirmation of the roles played by

subjects' fathers in response to sociological expectations

of that time.

Many men of the 1990s, however, have departed from

their traditional breadwinning-only roles. They have

adapted to sociological changes in the American family such

as divorce, with its growing trend toward joint custody, the

increasing assertiveness and independence of females from

stereotypical roles of wife and mother, and the growing

economic need for women to contribute to the family

financially. It is socially desireable for the men of the

1990s to show more sensitivity, to take interest in raising

their children and to help with household and childcare

tasks (Landsberg, 1993; "Men in their own words," 1992; "The

15 Greatest Men on Earth," 1992; White, 1992) It would be

interesting to determine, therefore, whether the increased

sensitivity and parenting of the fathers of the 1990s--the

male subjects who make up this sample--would result in an

increase in influence of these fathers on adult

relationships should their children be sUbjects of a study

similar to this one about 20 years from now.
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Hypothesis 4

H4a: The positive effects of increased contact with
and more favorable attitudes toward mothers on
relationship conflict and satisfaction will be
stronger for ADF than for AIF.

H4b: These positive effects will be stronger for females
than for males. The predicted order of differences
will be:

F-ADF > M-ADF > F-AIF > M-AIF

Hypothesis 4 was analogous to Hypothesis 3, but in this

case predicted that a positive relationship with mother

would be associated with higher satisfaction and less

conflict in ADF and AIF relationships. Hypothesis 4 also

predicted that positive relationships with mothers would

mediate the negative effects of divorce on adult

relationships, and influence the relationships of females

more than males.

As in Hypothesis 3, significantly decreased contact and

communication with mother, and less positive attitudes

toward mothers were also found for ADF sUbjects when

compared with AIF on these measures (See Table 12). Unlike

Hypothesis 3, however, in which none of the predictors

relating to fathers reached significance, significant

relationships were obtained among the dependent variables

and sUbjects' relationships with their mothers (See Tables

18-20). While differences were found among AIF and ADF,

females did not differ from males within these effects.

Rather, the predictors corresponding to relationship with

mother, particularly attitude toward mother, were as
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important for males as it was for females on both conflict

and satisfaction.

A significant difference was found between AIF and ADF

in the relation between attitude toward mother and conflict

across subjects' past relationships. Increases in subjects'

attitudes toward their mothers corresponded to decreases in

conflict. This relation was significantly different,

however, for AIF and ADF subjects. ADF were found to report

less conflict than AIF in relation to attitudes toward

mother at the lowest end of the range. As attitudes toward

mother became more favorable, AIF rather than ADF were found

to report less conflict in their relationships. Thus, in

reporting the conflict experienced across past

relationships, favorable attitudes toward mothers were

related to lower conflict for both AIF and ADF. As

attitudes toward mother increased, however, conflict was

lower in AIF relationships than in those of ADF. Favorable

relationships with mothers, therefore, were found to relate

more strongly to decreased conflict in AIF relationships

rather than ADF relationships, a result which contradicted

what had been predicted.

The interactive effect found for conflict across past

relationships disappeared when subjects reported on the

conflict in their current relationships. While a

significant relationship was found between attitude toward

mother and the conflict in sUbjects' current relationships,



161

there was no difference in this relationship between AIF and

ADF. Favorable attitudes toward mothers corresponded to

equivalent decreases in the conflict in current

relationships of both AIF and ADF.

Thus, favorable attitudes toward mothers were found to

predict lower conflict scores both across sUbjects' past

relationships and in their current ones. The absence of the

interactive effect in subjects' reports of their current

relationships may be an artifact of the way general conflict

was assessed or may reflect the evolving influence of

mothers on the conflict within ADF relationships.

In comparison with the results obtained for conflict,

significant interactions were also found for current

relationship satisfaction. The interactions between

parental marital status and mother contact, and parental

marital status and attitude toward mother, both reached

significance (p <.04 and p <.03 respectively). The ordinal

interaction illustrated that AIF sUbjects consistently

reported higher satisfaction in their current relationships

than ADF. The difference in satisfaction between AIF and

ADF varied, however, depending upon sUbjects' relationships

with their mothers. As would be expected, increased mother

contact and more favorable attitudes toward mothers were

found to relate to increases in relationship satisfaction

for AIF sUbjects. However, contrary to predictions, similar

increases in mother contact and attitudes toward mothers for
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ADF sUbjects corresponded to reports of decreases in

satisfaction.

Thus, while positive relationships with mothers were

found to mediate the conflict in past ADF relationships,

they were also found to mediate dissatisfaction in current

ADF relationships. From these results, it would appear that

following divorce it is the sUbsequent relationship with

mother which differentiates the adult courtship or marital

relationships of ADF from those of AIF.

The negative effect which favorable relationships with

mothers have on ADF relationships, particularly their

influence on current satisfaction, merits examination.

Perhaps ADF are responding to different messages about

relationships from their mothers than AIF. If raised by

their mothers in single-parent households, ADF may not learn

how to sustain a relationship with the opposite sex.

Rather, they may learn to be more independent, less

trustful, or to place less value on the importance of an

enduring relationship than AIF. Or, if raised in step

parent households, the relationship between the child and

his or her step-parents and step-siblings as well as the

altered relationship with his or her own mother is likely to

affect ADF in ways which have resulted in the decreased

satisfaction found in their current relationships.

Laiken (1981) provides an alternative explanation for

the relation between more favorable attitudes toward mother
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and the lower satisfaction found among divorced subjects.

According to Laiken, separation from mother is always a

problem for children, but a divorce compounds this loss.

Relatives and family members, and even the court system,

which tend to be biased toward awarding custody to mothers,

increase childrens' dependence on their mothers. Fearing

total abandonment after losing their fathers, the children,

according to Laiken, then seek not only to identify with

their mothers, but to merge with them so that they then

cannot be separated.

Laiken feels that children who over-identify with their

mothers end up questioning their own ability to succeed in

relationships where their mothers have already failed.

However, for Laiken, the more important question is whether

these children, who are so closely identified with their

mothers unconsciously, do not want to succeed where their

mothers have failed. Laiken suggests that achievement of a

successful marital relationship necessitates a separation

from and thus an abandonment of mother which corresponds to

a significant loss for both mother and child.

In Laiken's paradigm, the seemingly contradictory

result obtained in this study, in which ADF with more

favorable attitudes toward their mothers also reported lower

satisfaction, could instead have been predicted. For ADF,

the closer relationships with mothers may reflect an over

identification, or "symbiosis" (p. 105) with her which may
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make it difficult to "sever the invisible strings" (p. 111)

and to find happiness in a relationship with someone other

than mother.

Overall, the effect of parental divorce, which was not

significant as a unique predictor of either relationship

conflict or satisfaction, was found only in interactions

with relationships with mothers. Relationships with mothers

following divorce may be as acceptable an interpretation of

the effects of divorce on adult relationships as a chance

explanation. Unfortunately, the positive effects of a post-

divorce relationship between mother and child which

facilitated childrens' adjustment following the divorce

(Schwarzberg, 1981; Wallerstein, 1980; Wallerstein & Kelly,

1975), may have negative long-term effects on the amount of

conflict in the initial relationships of ADF and in the

satisfaction of their sUbsequent relationships.

Hypothesis 5

The strength of the main effect, HI, will vary
according to the age at which ADF experienced parental
divorce.

The last hypothesis applied only to ADF subjects, and

predicted that their age at the time of divorce would

differentially impact relationship satisfaction and

conflict. Although studies have shown that children at

different ages react to their parents' divorce differently

(Wallerstein, 1984, 1985, & 1987; Wallerstein & Kelly, 1974,
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1975, 1976), the current analyses of age at divorce for ADF

sUbjects were not significant, and indicated that this

variable had no significant influence on either dependent

variables--satisfaction and conflict--in the adult

relationships of the sUbjects within this sample. Thus,

these results are in accordance with Booth et al., (1984),

who also did not find age of divorce to have a significant

impact on the quality or quantity of the courtship and

marital relations of their college student sample.

The lack of relation between age of divorce and adult

relationships found in this study, and in that of Booth et

al. (1984), suggests therefore, that in most cases age of

divorce does not have long-term effects on adult

relationships. Although age differences have been

documented in childrens' immediate adjustment to divorce by

Wallerstein (1984, 1985, & 1987) and Wallerstein and Kelly

(1974, 1975, & 1976), these differences do not seem to

persist in adult relationships.

Additional analyses were performed to determine whether

the inclusion of other variables relating to divorced

families would increase the significance of age of divorce

with these dependent variables. Along with age of divorce,

the number of remarriages of ADF mothers and fathers, and

the number of their separations were included as predictors

in canonical models with the set of dependent variables.

These canonical analyses failed to reach significance.
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Thus, these results imply that it is not the events directly

related to the divorce, such as parental remarriage or age

of divorce that have a long-term impact on ADF

relationships.

It is unwise, however, to reject the potential

influences of age at divorce completely, since this variable

may have indirect effects on the dependent variables. The

age-related differences in adjustment found by Wallerstein

(1984, 1985, 1987) and Wallerstein and Kelly (1974, 1975,

1976) may have long-term consequences that affect choices of

partners or the expectations placed on relationships.

Specifically, as ADF were found to have less contact and

less favorable relationships with their mothers and fathers,

divorce for older children should correspond to added years

of contact with each parent which would affect the child's

relationship with each parent. Age of divorce may be one of

the factors, therefore, which contributed to the post

divorce relationship between parent and child, and which

then could have an important long-term effect, as it was the

relationship with mothers which was found to play a

significant role with the dependent variables.

Discussion of Other Findings

Sex

During analyses of the data around the study hypotheses

sex was unexpectedly found to consistently predict the

dependent variable relationship conflict. Sex was the
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single most influential factor in accounting for sUbjects'

conflict scores, although sex did not have much predictive

power for the other dependent variable--relationship

satisfaction. While AIF and ADF did not differ in their

reports of conflict, highly significant differences in

conflict occurred between females and males. This result

was significant at beyond the .0001 level and occurred in

females' reports, both in their relationships in general and

in their current relationships.

The finding that females report more conflict in their

relationships than males may be explained by considering the

social differences between males and females. To begin

with, males and females may not agree on what conflict is.

For example, females, who are more likely to utilize

rational or verbally aggressive tactics when angry (straus,

1974), may view incidents as conflictual that males do not.

On the other hand, males, who may be more likely than

females to utilize physical aggression against their

partners (straus, 1974), may deny or discount their use of

these physically aggressive tactics. At the same time,

females, who are more likely to be the victims of physical

aggression, would seem more apt to report conflict

accurately or possibly to overstate its occurrence. Thus,

as males and females are reporting differing amounts of

conflict, the difference is seen to be a result of differing

perspectives and differing definitions of conflict.
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Partner variables

From the information subjects' provided about their

partners, an additional analysis was conducted to determine

whether the dependent variables had some relationship to

partners' age, ethnicity, education, or the marital status

of their parents. Out of these four variables only

partners' parental marital status was determined to have

potential importance as a predictor of the dependent

variables.

Partners' parental marital status was found to have a

significant relationship to all four of the dependent

variables. SUbjects with ADF partners reported higher

conflict and lower satisfaction both currently and in

general. Furthermore, ADF subjects were more likely than

AIF sUbjects to have ADF partners. Thus, although sUbjects'

own parental marital status was not a significant predictor

by itself, the marital status of their partners' parents was

significantly related to the dependent variables, indicating

that it may be useful to study sUbjects' choices of

partners.

The extent to which one's choice of partners is

influenced by one's family background may be more important

to the relationship than whether one is from an intact or

divorced family. Developmental theories--whether

behavioral, psychodynamic, or family systems--suggest that

the manner in which one interacted with family members
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through childhood often influences interactions with others

as adults. Although there are many chance elements which

determine who we corne into contact with and who we meet, the

attraction that we feel toward a prospective mate may be

partly predetermined by our constellation of family members

and our family history. Whether this attraction is due to

our learning histories, or to the "repetition compulsion"-

the psychodynamic formulation that individuals are driven to

repeat traumas until they have gained some mastery over

them--our choice of partners may reflect some of the

dysfunctional as well as some of the functional qualities

found in our families. For example, one 33 year old female

ADF sUbject wrote:

I had a very difficult time in relationship$

because of my early dysfunctional family life.

My father was emotionally abusive and an alcoholic

as well as sexually unfaithful constantly. I grew

up in a war zone! My first husband was a secret

drug addict, and my sister's first husband was also

a substance abuser and he beat her and her children.

It has only been with a great deal of counselling

and effort that I have been able to overcome my

emotional handicaps. My present partner is a

wonderful man who is very kind and patient with me

.•• Actually my husband is the only man I have ever

completely trusted. My marriage, while sometimes
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not so terribly exciting, is a comfort and joy to me.

My previous relationships were characterized by

extreme volatility especially on my part .•.•

Similarly, as ADF have more "risk factors" than AIF, their

choice of partners may be motivated by more of the

dysfunctional than the functional. This suggests that

further research in the area of ADF relationships should

include the parental marital status of sUbjects' partners,

and should also examine ADF choice of partners.

Post-hoc comparisons

Post hoc comparisons revealed that ADF subjects had

significantly more relationships than AIF subjects. Within

this analysis, female ADF had the highest mean number of

relationships, and differed significantly from female AIF,

who reported the least relationships.

While ADF had more relationships, the results of the

ANOVA of number of marriages failed to show any difference

between AIF and ADF. Thus, the "intergenerational

transmission of marital instability" (Bumpass & Sweet,

1972), which is widely documented, (Bumpass, 1984; Glenn &

Kramer, 1987; Kobrin & waite, 1984; Meuller & Cooper, 1986;

Pope & Mueller, 1976) was not found in this sample. It is

inferred that the age range of the sUbjects at this time

left little chance for any differences to emerge. The

current lack of difference between AIF and ADF in their
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number of marriages, however, does not disconfirm that this

relationship will not occur in the future for the sUbjects

within this sample. If sUbjects' relationships were

assessed after another five to ten years, the effect is

likely to be present, because ADF were found to report

significantly less satisfaction in their current

relationships than AIF.

The increased dating pattern of female ADF, implies a

behavioral difference between female ADF and AIF which was

not evident when females reported the conflict and

satisfaction in their current relationships--constructs

which were more sUbjectively measured. Regardless, the

dating behavior of the ADF females in this sample resembled

that noted by Nelson and Vangen (1971). These authors found

in their study that the girls who dated more frequently and

who had earlier sexual experiences were from father-absent

homes. The ADF sUbjects in this current study sample had

significantly less contact with their biological fathers

than AIF sUbjects. Furthermore, the female ADF subjects in

this study had the lowest mean father contact scores of all

four groups. Thus, some relationship seems to exist for

females among parental divorce, decreased contact with one's

biological father, early sexual activity and increased

dating patterns, which may not necessarily have been

assessed by the dependent variables used in this study.
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The exact reasons behind female ADFs increased dating

are not known. While an association with father absence may

exist, the mechanism behind this relationship is unclear.

Earlier dating experiences of ADF females may represent an

unconscious desire to find the love of their absent father,

or it may be related to the decreased supervision often

found in single-parent homes. According to Laiken (1981),

however, this overemphasis on relationships has little to do

with an attraction to the male sex. She states, "Proving

that we can get a man, even if he is not the 'right' man, is

a response to our earlier feelings of humiliation and

defeat" (p. 143). Thus, the motivation behind earlier and

more frequent dating behavior lies in the attempt to restore

wounded self-esteem and to emerge victorious over past

rivals who coerced father away. Further research is needed

in order to understand the behavior and motives of female

ADF which have led to the finding of increased dating on the

part of ADF females in this and in other studies.

Limitations of the Study

Limitations of the Sample

An important confound in this study was the limitation

of the sample. Strong attempts were made to determine

current mailing addresses of alumni. In an effort to update

the mailing lists used for the respective class reunions,

searches of all alumni were made within the current



173

telephone directory and that of the past year. In addition,

requests were printed on all questionnaire packets to

'please forward,' and to provide address corrections.

Finally, help was solicited from Kaiser High School's

registrar and her aide, who are currently working to create

a master roster of all of Kaiser High School's alumni and

their current mailing addresses. Although the return rate

of the total number of questionnaires sent out was 20%, it

is impossible to determine how the data, and thus the

conclusions drawn from the data, may have changed if a

greater number of questionnaires had been returned.

Although the ethnic distribution of the subjects

approximated the ethnic distribution of Hawai'i Kai, and the

sUbjects' educational distribution was also appropriate, it

is unknown whether those who chose not to respond differed

demographically from those who comprised the study sample.

It was speculated that individuals who declined to

participate had the least interest in, or the most

difficulty with their relationships. It was for this reason

that male ADF were believed to decline from participating.

Although no direct evidence was available to support this

speculation, research on the impact of divorce has

consistently documented greater negative effects on the

academic, social and emotional adjustment of boys

(Guidubaldi et al., 1985; Guidubaldi et al., 1987;

Hetherington & Camara, 1984; Zaslow, 1989). Although the
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male ADF who chose not to participate may reflect that the

subgroup in this population had the highest conflict and

lowest relationship satisfaction, it was impossible to

determine the accuracy of this possibility from this study.

Further research which specifically targets male ADF is

needed to determine what effects, if any, parental divorce

may have on ADF relationships. similarly, the uncertainty

about qualitative differences between responders and non

responders in this sampling frame may have affected the

results of this study.

Limitations of the Measures

Conflict Tactics Scale

Although the CTS consists of three categories of

conflict (rational, verbal aggressive, and physical

aggressive), individual categories were not utilized in the

data analyses. Rather, all three categories of items were

added together--the latter received weighted scores to

achieve a total conflict score. The CTS contains numerous

specific physical violence items and relatively few verbal

ones. For this reason, the CTS may not be sensitive enough

to measure the conflict in relationships which do not

involve physical violence.

Furthermore, because the sUbjects were asked to respond

to the CTS using a sUbjective 5-point, Likert-type scale,

rather than actual counts of the incidents asked in each

item, it was impossible to determine the exact extent of
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conflict. For example, a subject who had been choked three

times by a partner could have chosen to report the choking

anywhere from 1 (rarely or none of the time) to 5 (most or

all of the time).

Although the CTS normally relies on frequency counts of

conflict over the past year, the Likert scale was used in

this study to better assess conflict across several years,

and to reduce the probability of sUbjects' forgetting exact

numbers. In retrospect, one way around the problem

encountered in this study would have been to provide ranges

of numbers, corresponding to a Likert scale, for example:

(a) 1 to 3 times, (b) 4 to 8 times; etc., rather than asking

sUbjects to convert frequency counts to a comparative

sUbjective jUdgment.

Inventory of Marital Satisfaction

Although this relationship satisfaction scale has

excellent psychometric properties, the concept of

relationship satisfaction may have been too broad and too

SUbjective for the purposes of this study. Relationship

satisfaction consists of many smaller aspects, such as

physical attraction, sexual compatibility, friendship,

conflict resolution, interests, financial planning. Scales

exist which include these separate components which when

summed produce a composite score for relationship

satisfaction. These scales, however, tend to be of great

length, with over 100 total items. Although analysis of the
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component items comprising relationship satisfaction of such

a scale may have yielded more useful results, such a

measure, would have required considerably more time for

sUbjects to complete.

Relationship with father/mother

This construct was difficult to define operationally.

No one scale was found which adequately operationalized it.

Thus, three measures were utilized (contact scale, The

Family Interaction Schedule-communication scale, and Child's

Attitude Toward Mother/Child's Attitude Toward Father).

Although the three were highly intercorrelated, each scale

was felt to assess a different facet of sUbject's

relationship with their respective parent. The task of

completing each of the three scales for each of their

parents, however, may have been overly tedious and time

consuming and resulted in some prospective sUbjects not

completing and returning the questionnaire.

In addition, the contact with father and contact with

mother scales were rationally generated for the purposes of

this study. No psychometric data exists to support its

reliability or validity. Similarly, very little research

has been conducted on the FIS, and its validity as a measure

of communication is unknown. However, because the intended

purpose of the contact scales was to provide a purely

quantitative assessment of contact, and while the data from

the CAF and CAM could be compared with that obtained from
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the FIS, it was felt that little would be gained by

preliminary investigations on these scales.

Since the scores for communication with mother and

father were omitted from the statistical analyses,

relationship with mother and father essentially became

equivalent to scale scores on the CAM and CAF (attitude

toward mother and attitude toward father). The extent to

which one's relationship with a parent is represented by

one's attitude toward that parent is unknown, although

measurement of attitude seems an appropriate

operationalization of this construct. The unique

contribution of communication with each parent, separate

from attitude, however, was lost from these analyses.

Conclusions and Implications for Future Research

Parental divorce, by itself, was not found to predict

satisfaction or conflict in adult relationships. However,

when parental marital status was among the set of mediating

variables, some associations between parental divorce and

the dependent variables emerged. The results of this study

seem to confirm that parental divorce is a process affecting

participants' lives across years in many possible ways, and

may be better conceptualized as operating in interactions

with other variables. Specifically, the long-term effects

of parental divorce on subsequent adult were found only in
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interaction with the relationship that was maintained with

one's mother.

In contrast, neither contact with father, nor attitude

toward father, was related to subjects' relationship

satisfaction or conflict. Thus, whether one was from a

divorced or intact family, one's relationship with father

was not found to have any direct impact on adult

relationships as measured by the dependent variables in this

study. Similar findings were obtained for the effect of age

of divorce, which also was not found to predict any of the

dependent variables.

The conflict reported between sUbjects' parents,

however, was related to the conflict in subjects' current

relationships. Although ADF reported higher parental

conflict than AIF, the effect of parental conflict was the

same for both groups. Thus, the amount of conflict in

parents' marriages appears to be a good indicator of the

amount of conflict which will occur in their childrens'

relationships. It was suggested that conflict in sUbjects'

current relationships could be modified through awareness

and education on their part. Efforts to reduce conflict

could have further positive effects, as conflict was

significantly correlated with relationship satisfaction.

Relationship with mothers was related to the conflict

and satisfaction in both AIF and ADF relationships. AIF

relationships were found to benefit from favorable
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relationships with their mothers, showing decreased conflict

and higher satisfaction. In contrast, favorable

relationships with mothers were also related to decreased

conflict in ADF relationships; however, the opposite was

true for their current relationship satisfaction. with more

favorable attitudes toward mothers, ADF satisfaction in

their current relationships decreased. Thus, the positive

effects on post-divorce adjustment of a good mother-child

relationship may lead to a future repetition of divorce for

that child.

Although ADF reported less satisfaction in their

current relationships than AIF, the reasons for this effect

were unknown. significant behavioral differences, however,

were found in the relationships of ADF and AIF, which may

contribute to the finding of lower satisfaction in ADF

relationships. ADF, specifically ADF females, had

significantly more relationships and had their first child

at significantly younger ages than female AIF. Previous

research suggests that this finding may have some

relationship to the absence of fathers. The link behind

female ADF relationships with father and their dating

behavior, however, remains unclear, as relationships with

fathers were not found to affect the relationships of either

AIF or ADF females in this study.

As with most research, a replication of this study with

another sample would be welcome. A replication would
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confirm whether the current results are sample specific or

are true effects. In addition, it would be interesting to

follow-up on this sample longitudinally to determine if the

current results differ for these subjects after another five

to ten years. An additional study of the sUbjects' children

when they reach adulthood would also be interesting.

Differences in adult relationships between subjects and

their children could be examined in relation to the changes

in roles of fathers and mothers, and the increased

acceptance and incidence of divorce and single-parent

families within this decade.

Future research on the impact of divorce on adult

relationships should include partners' parental marital

status within the research model. Additional analyses found

that sUbjects with ADF partners tended to report higher

conflict and lower satisfaction in their relationships. The

significant correlation found between sUbjects' parental

marital status and their partners' parental marital status

further supports the potential importance of partners'

parental marital status as a predictor for future research

in this area. Investigations should also focus on the

family variables for both AIF and ADF which influence their

choice of partners. For example, in response to the

concluding item, which asked sUbjects what they felt most

influenced their adult relationships, one AIF female wrote:

Watching my parents and deciding to have a more
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open and affectionate relationship for myself, and

always keeping that decision in mind in choosing a

partner. In hindsight, my past relationships probably

failed because my partners did not have the same re

lationship goals as I did (discussing problems, fi

nances, degree of affection showed, etc.).

Thus, despite efforts to avoid involving herself in a

relationship similar to that of her parents', this woman

still found herself with partners whose manner of

interacting with her eventually resembled the interaction

style modeled to her by her parents.

The finding that reports of conflict were

overwhelmingly determined by sUbjects' sex, opens the door

to further research into this unexpected effect.

Investigations could determine whether or not the higher

reports of conflict by females were sample specific, or a

true effect. If this effect does exist, the reasons behind

this difference could be studied with direct relevance to

the fields of family violence or women'sissues.

Finally, evidence was found that the family

backgrounds of ADF and AIF differ in important ways. ADF

witness greater conflict between their biological parents,

and their relationships with each of their biological

parents (as measured by the study scales) are less positive

than those of AIF. The consequences of the ADF's weakened

relationships with their fathers and mothers, suggest that
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differences in emotional adjustment would exist betwee~ ADF

and AIF. Some of the responses of ADF sUbjects to the open

ended item at the conclusion of the questionnaire also

suggest that ADF may have difficulties with emotional issues

and self-worth. The following are selected quotations from

several ADF subjects in response to an item asking them what

they felt most influenced their adult relationships:

What was lacking in my childhood [was] parental

guidance and discipline as well as [a] lack of a

good example [of] a relationship. Also my lack

of confidence and self-worth.

My parents were not very strong people. They were

never real close and claim they were unhappy for

many years. I am still searching for my inner self.

I learn from each relationship, trial and error,

as well as from college psychology courses and self

help books.

The ability to take care of me, and make me

happy.

My parents' divorce when I was 12 years old really

made an impact on my life and how I would choose my

own partner in marriage.

My childhood/parents' divorce.
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It may be more appropriate and fruitful, therefore, to

search for differences between ADF and AIF in the area of

self-concept which may affect their relationships, rather

than through reports of their relationships. Searching for

group differences in self-concept may help to explain the

finding of decreased satisfaction in ADF relationships

obtained in this study. Furthermore, the results of such a

study provide an opportunity for interventions which could

increase ADF relationship satisfaction and thus work against

the "intergenerational transmission of marital instability."

Summary

The current adult population in the united States is

comprised of the first generation of children who were

raised during the divorce explosion which began in the

1960s. The already well-accepted notion that the

foundations of our identities are formed in childhood and

the recognition that millions of children were witness to

the disintegration of their parents' marriages compelled

researchers to examine the resulting problems of divorce on

children in greater depth.

Since the 1960s, researchers have tried to learn more

about the process of divorce by studying and interviewing

children of divorce. The studies have been descriptive, and

useful in clarifying children's present situations and their

immediate reactions to parental divorce. The long-range

-----_.--_.. -----.
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effects of divorce upon children, however, have been largely

ignored or examined only within college populations.

But the children of divorce do grow up. And none of

them are likely to forget their parents' divorce or one

parent's absence from their lives. Throughout the crisis of

divorce it is probable that there is always awareness on

some level of what is happening. A lack of cognitive ability

or information, however, makes it difficult for children to

assimilate the divorce process. In moving from childhood to

adulthood, the reality of their parents' divorce becomes

transformed, internalized, or repressed. Children who

witness the stress, breakdown and conflict of their parents'

divorce may arrive at unconscious conclusions about families

and about feelings which differ from those of children whose

parents resolve conflicts and who remain together.

This study showed that there is a difference in the

satisfaction reported among AIF and ADF relationships. Most

importantly, it found that as ADF indicated more favorable

relationships with their mothers, their satisfaction in

their courtship or marital relationships decreased. In

contrast, more favorable relationships with mothers for AIF

were related to increases in their relationship satisfaction

scores. While the data obtained in this study show no

significance for either ADF or AIF relationships with

fathers in relation to either of the dependent variables,

the presence of fathers in AIF households may account for
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some of the divergence found among AIF and ADF satisfaction

scores.

Traditionally, the foundation of the family unit was

established in the relationship between husband and wife.

The nature of the relationship between mother and father was

viewed as affecting the stability of the resulting family

structure which arose upon it. In a relatively short time,

major changes have occurred in the nuclear family. These

changes arise out of society's growing acceptance of

divorce, various child custody arrangements, and remarriages

or long-term, non-marital relationships. As divorce has

become a readily available option in marriages, the

foundation of the relationship between husband and wife for

today's children has crumbled and broken apart.

While the complex relationships between husband and

wife--and between parent and child--are being redefined, the

division of a family unit remains a highly charged emotional

experience, particularly as few divorces are friendly, and

an emotional toll is exacted on everyone involved.

Difficult as the divorce may be for the adult parties, the

division of a family may have greater residual effects on

the identity of the children.

As adults, the way we react toward others, the

relationships we build, neglect, or choose not to build are

often based on the associations, observations,

gratifications, and deprivations of our family life. Many
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early losses may not have been resolved for adults who

experienced parental divorce. It is possible, therefore,

that in their relationships they may repeat aspects of their

parents' marriage. without a better understanding of the

unresolved feelings engendered within themselves and the

grievances they may hold toward their parents, the cycle of

loss, rage, and broken relationships may continue.
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